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Things Are Buzzing At Prestwood Nature! 
And it’s not only because the Council was joined at the last AGM by Vanessa 

Rickett, a bee-keeper!  Having just established an impressive website (thanks to a 

huge amount of work by Sarah Marshall), which has brought in a steady stream of 

new members, Chris Bartlett began working for us at Easter for eight hours a week.  

Until November his salary is funded by the Esmée Fairburn Foundation.  He is 

working alongside Tony Marshall to pick up the reins of the administration of the 

society, as well as developing a new management plan that we hope will guide our 

work over many years in the most cost-effective way.  He will be talking about the 

“Living Tapestry” project, as we have called it, at the Annual Meeting on 3 

November, an event not to be missed, as it will present some challenging ideas about 

the way we carry out our mission to improve the local environment, with far-

reaching practical implications.  From November Chris’s salary will be funded for a 

further year by The Bucks Foundation. 

 Project work is also being reformed.  Up until now most of our projects were 

managed by Tony Marshall, but this is proving too large a workload for one person 

and we are now devolving the management of each one to a different person, who 

will be responsible for carrying out the management plan, organising work-parties if 

necessary, producing risk-assessments, recruiting volunteers and reporting back 

regularly to the Council.  In some cases we hope these Project Leaders will be able 

to recruit a small group of principal helpers, to some of which it may be possible to 

devolve specific tasks to carry out when it suits them, thus decreasing our reliance 

on so many major work-parties, of which we already have a full programme.  A list 

of projects and their leaders can be found in the September Newsletter.  Members 

are urged to contact them if they have an interest in helping with a particular 

project.  This could be anything from physical work to simply monitoring a site 

regularly.  We hope all members will consider “adopting” one project with which 
they wish to be more closely associated. 
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 While we are keeping a close eye on the number of projects we take on 

relative to volunteer resources (and we are actively trying to find volunteers 

outside the realm of our own members too), several new projects are in the offing.  

The resurrected wildlife garden project and the wildflower meadows at Buryfields 

are mentioned below, but we are also integrating two older projects – surveying 

hedgerows and old trees – and giving them a new boost in order to get them 

completed in the next year or two under the leadership of Vanessa Rickett.  Some 

of our members were also trained a few years ago to become wardens for planned 

roadside verge nature reserves, a County Council project which eventually 

foundered in the slow sands of bureaucracy.  We intend to begin our own project, 

surveying local verges and selecting the most important ones for protection, which 

will involve negotiation with Highways Dept. on cutting regimes.  In the next year we 

also hope to start work on the project to conserve the habitat of the rare white-

letter hairstreak butterfly at Great Missenden (see below), to survey and advise on 

the management of the churchyard at SS Peter and Paul, and to help with scrub 

control at a small reserve that is the last site for the rare (and striking) meadow 

clary in this area.  (Unfortunately we saw none there this year.) 

 

Demonstration Wildlife Garden: new venue secured 

Despite some hard work put in by members at Sprinters to try to convert rough 

ground into a site for a wildlife garden project, we were forced to discontinue work 

because of prolonged negotiations between other bodies as to the ownership of the 

land.  Even though each body was likely to support our work, we felt we could not 

invest any more time on a vague promise.  We therefore began searching for 

alternative pieces of ground and were very fortunate when Great Missenden Parish 

Council agreed to offer us a new site at Greenlands Lane allotments in Prestwood – 

right opposite our community orchard.  This is very conveniently located, will help us 

to link management of both projects, and involves much less labour to prepare the 

ground, which is currently grass turf.  We shall have a work party this autumn to 

prepare the plot and it is envisaged that work will be continued after that by a 

group of members interested in taking this work forward, under the able guidance, 

as before, of Sue Devlin, who is currently drawing up new plans for the project.  

The garden is intended to look like a garden (rather than a “wild” site), but will 

feature measures that maximise use by wildlife, including reptile and insect 

shelters.  It seeks to demonstrate to the general public how even simple measures 

can be introduced into their gardens to make them wildlife-friendly.  We have 

already created a compost-heap from hay cuttings taken off the orchard!  Anyone 

interested in helping Sue, please contact her on susandevlin@supanet.com or 01494 

717630. 
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Wildflower Meadow at Buryfields: re-wilding the village 

We are hoping that Great Missenden Parish Council will approve a proposal this 

autumn to establish a wildflower meadow on part of the grassland at Buryfields.  

This is supported by several councillors already, and Prestwood Nature has 

surveyed the fields for a suitable site.  We would purchase the meadow seed and 

convert the site on their behalf, but the Parish Council will raise the money for the 

work.  Once established the site will only need an annual hay-cut (and perhaps a 

minor cut in spring), using our stock of scythes, rakes and skilled volunteers that 

has already proved invaluable at Boug’s Meadow and Kiln Common Orchard.  Many 

people find plain weekly-mown swards boring, compared to the potential riot of 

colour of flowers and butterflies of a good meadow a-buzz with bees, and the 

latter are of course much more sound environmentally.  We hope that this 

demonstration project will persuade the Council and others to expand the idea to 

other sites, where there is often plenty of room for both playing-fields and more 

scenic areas of long grass.  It also saves on mowing costs, which in these penny-

pinching times should be a telling factor. 

 

Boug’s Meadow: a swish of scythes 

Chiltern District Council agreed we could try to restore this small parcel of land 

beside Link Road Car Park, Great Missenden, some years ago, but we have made slow 

progress so far because of having to shift resources to other projects like the 

Sheepwash and Kiln Common Orchard.  In the coming year, however, we hope to 

make a big difference at Boug’s with the help of a grant of £1,200 from the CDC 

Community Fund.  We are already attempting to scythe the nettles and docks on a 

monthly basis, including clearing these plants from the stream bed, and will soon be 

re-seeding the meadow area and putting in boundary hedgerows.  If other grant 

applications succeed we hope to build a stronger fence beside the car park, instead 

of the current one which keeps collapsing, install a bench, and plant more trees in 

the copse area.  Right in the centre of Missenden, the site is a good one for a 

demonstration project to show how even semi-urban sites can be exciting for 

wildlife.  It is also important to maintain a good environment here for the section of 

the Misbourne chalk stream that flows through here.  We shall need plenty of 

hands-on help over the next few months – please join us if you can. 

 

Prestwood Picnic Site: new management plan 

After Wycombe Rangers, who are responsible for this site (one of the most 

valuable in our area), successfully completed their reorganisation after “down-

sizing” (getting rid of people), we were able to discuss with them its future 

management.  Due to lack of resources (and a bit of taking eyes off the ball under 

administrative pressures) the Picnic Site, where we have helped with lots of scrub-

cutting, had in parts become significantly degraded.  Realising that volunteers alone 

were not sufficient, they have accepted our long-expressed opinion that there 
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needs to be a grazing presence, combined with some strimming and selective scrub 

removal by hand.  Stronger fencing will be needed, a water-trough, the lockable 

main gate replaced and DEFRA approval to obtain funds, with a target of twelve 

months to see this completed if possible.  There may be a possibility of combining 

management with the larger neighbouring field owned by Wren Davis Ltd, which has 

been gradually returning to good-quality chalk downland under Countryside 

Stewardship (and has some important species not present at the Picnic Site).  As 

well as resourcing work-parties when needed, PN will be monitoring the site for its 

species and continuing Ian Taylor’s glow-worm transect, our butterfly transect 

(which includes the site) and a new butterfly transect within the site carried out by 

Robert Lewis. 

 

 

Kiln Common Orchard: fruits of our labours 

Having planted 30 trees last autumn, many of them managed to flower in the spring 

and some even produced fruit!  Two ripe cherries were picked from the Merton 

Glory on 12 June and declared to be excellent.  The little Bazeley Apple (“Bazeley” = 

“Best of The Lee”, where it was developed) has exceeded itself by producing ten 

apples and must get the prize for best orchard tree of 2009.  Only one tree has 

died, a Stewkley Plum, and will be replaced this autumn when we shall be planting 

about 15 more trees, all sponsored by local people.  We have ordered an 

interpretation-board to be erected at the entrance and produced celebratory full-

colour leaflets (on sale at £1 each) with articles on community orchards, the history 

of our own orchard, a description of the varieties planted so far, pictures of some 

of them, and a poem by Joy Mead.  Through the year Tony Marshall has been 

monitoring the ground flora of the orchard.  On 19-20 August he and Chris Bartlett 

scythed the whole area (apart from a few patches of late-flowering plants), while 

Val Marshall and George Lewis raked up and transferred the cuttings to a compost 

heap in the area that will soon be our wildlife garden (see above). 

 

Sheepwash: welcoming back on old Prestwood resident 

This year we have continued monitoring the developing vegetation in and around the 

pond.  Many water plants naturally regenerated from the excavated mud, and we 

were pleased to see several shoots of gorse sprouting at the top of the bank.  

Gorse had not been recorded here in recent times, and has become somewhat 

uncommon locally, but it would once have been one of the dominant shrubs on this 

soil.  Its seed must have survived many decades of being shaded out.  This autumn 

we shall be taking out excess growth of some of the water-plants and weeding the 

path, etc.  Chris Bartlett has been regularly replacing items on the notice-board so 

that readers can see a description of species around at the time.  The pond and its 

platform are regularly used by local people, and also served for a pond-dipping event 

by children and their families run by Lesley Stoner and Gaye Pickard. 
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Angling Spring Wood: Squirrels 1 Silviculture 0 

We had a meeting between ourselves, CDC (owners) and the forestry consultant 

John Morris about future management.  The main problem is grey squirrels ring-

barking and killing most young trees.  Meanwhile we have been taking out more of 

the defunct rabbit-proof fencing, felling the smaller dead trees and cutting laurel, 

the stumps of which need treating to prevent vigorous re-growth.  There is a 

steady programme of larch removal as this gets to commercial size, using the wood 

for fencing and chippings for the paths.  We have proposed a small charcoal-making 

enterprise to use the squirrel-killed trees, as there is more dead wood than we 

need to create wood-pile habitats, but it is difficult to develop a commercially 

viable plan.  The kilns need constant supervision. 

 

Churchyards: little gems 

We continue working with Holy Trinity, Prestwood, drawing up a new management 

plan and providing volunteers to help with scrub removal.  Churchyards, although 

small, are some of our best nature reserves if managed appropriately.  Prestwood’s 

has a nationally-significant collection of waxcap fungi, whose bright colours are 

little gems in themselves, as well as a relic of acid grassland and heather that has 

vanished from the rest of the area.  We are keen to work with other churchyards 

and have established a link with SS Peter & Paul at Great Missenden.  We hope to 

make a similar input there.  We are already monitoring (through George Lewis) the 

orchids in the neighbouring cemetery, to protect them from predatory mowers. 

 

Longdown Bank: ashes to ashes 

We had a second work-party at this site to control the spread of ash-trees on an 

important chalk grassland slope, which we hope will soon be grazed to control the 

rough grass. 

 

Butterfly Transect: a whirr of wings 

Chris Bartlett continued to run the transect, inputting previous years’ results into 

the Butterfly Conservation database.  With some 15 volunteers trained to 

contribute, this is one of our most popular projects.  The signs are that they have 

seen more different butterflies this year than the previous two. 

 

Garden Ladybird Survey: return of the 7-spot 

Two more volunteers joined the survey this year.  After a start as devoid of 

ladybirds as last year, the 7-spots (our commonest) have started to emerge in good 

numbers as the summer progressed, and there are records of at least 3 other 

species.  The numbers of harlequins appear to be more subdued this year – perhaps 

they are moving to a natural balance.  As long as they do not destroy our native 

species they have to be a great addition to our fauna – large, bright, colourful, with 

enough pattern and colour variations to make a good school project or even PhD. 
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Old Trees and Hedges: the threads that join up the tapestry 

Our new policy approach will put greater emphasis on the connections between 

sites, so the surveying work, of which a substantial amount was done in the last few 

years, will receive new impetus in the coming year.  A training event was held, 

although we hoped for a larger turn-out than two!  If more members would like to 

join in (the work is carried out in one’s own time) please let us know – if there are 

enough takers we will organise another training event. 

 

Ponds: aprés le déluge 

We have received a first grant of money (from John Baker Consultancy) for 

surveying the condition of all our local ponds (about 100) and member Phil Bowles 

has started work, following on assessments of several ponds by volunteer Mary 

Campling last winter, and a few others by Tony Marshall and Chris Bartlett.  We are 

currently applying for the extra money needed from another source.  It is planned 

to excavate Kiln Corner Pond this autumn, with money granted by ARG-UK. 

 

White-letter Hairstreak: protecting our butts 

This butterfly is featured in the national and county Biodiversity Action Plans 

because it is endangered, partly because of the decline in its food-plant, the elm.  

We are attempting to protect and extend the one breeding hedge known for it in 

our area (although there may be others).  Chris Bartlett, Peter Daltry, George 

Lewis and Tony Marshall surveyed the site and drew up a management plan which 

has been approved by Butterfly Conservation.  We shall shortly be applying for 

money to carry it out, planning to begin work in the autumn of 2010. 

 

WATCH: tales of mystery and imagination 

11 events for children and their families were organised during the year by Gaye 

Pickard and Lesley Stoner. 

14 March – Mothers day/ Easter crafts at Missenden library  

2 April – Evening walk from Great Missenden 

11 April- Easter activities supporting the Easter Egg Trail at Collings Hanger Farm 

30 April - Angling Springs Bluebell and Woodland Walk  

12 May - Family Picnic and Farm Visit at Collings Hanger Farm 

May – morning at Prestwood Infant School to talk to children about caterpillars and 

butterflies 

9 June - Family Picnic at Swan Bottom 

25 June – Evening Walk, Lodge Wood, Prestwood  

9 July – Pond dipping at Sheepwash pond 

11 August – Craft session at Missenden Library – Butterflies and Caterpillars 

18 October - Apple Day at Collings Hanger Farm 
 


