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Prestwood Nature Annual Reports 2019

1. Membership Reports

Membership (Family and individual subscribers) has fallen from 101 at the 2018 AGM
to 92 at the time of writing. The breakdown of membership is given in the table
below.

Category 2019 Annual Report 2018 Annual Report

Total Households 92 101

Total Adults 162 173

Total Children 17 24

These figures include 8 new households who joined in 2019. Three members have
moved from the area so did not renew, 14 household memberships lapsed, despite
several reminders. The lapsed memberships included former entrants to the Junior
Photo competition who had been given free membership for a year.

The annual membership subscription was £8 per household for the 2019 calendar
year and will remain at this level for 2020. This represents excellent value for all the
free walks and talks, newsletters and fellowship on our various projects as well as
enabling Prestwood Nature to serve the community in the area of nature and
conservation.

Helen Mathews
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2. Angling Spring Wood

Earlier in the year we walked around ASW with John Morris who identified work for us to
carry out over the year.

This included removal of laurel in various areas, cutting back over-hanging branches on
some of the footpaths and removal of various decayed and animal-damaged small trees,
which he felt presented some risk to the public. He also showed us the large amount of
Ash dieback disease in the woods, which was a great surprise.

John explained that in the future he planned to remove some of the damaged and diseased
trees too large for us to deal with, and remove them from the woods by horse.

Twiggy working in the
wood

We understand some further work has been identified by John Morris i.e. clearance of
overgrowth around the trees that  were planted to celebrate 50 years as  an  Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The work John Morris identified for the volunteers earlier in the year, has been
completed by a small group of four working on an ad hoc basis.

Hilary and Keith Tyrrell
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3. Sheepwash Pond

Sheepwash pond has continued to hold water even though we had reduced rainfall yet again
through winter and spring 2019.  When so many of our local ponds are totally dry it's
encouraging that Sheepwash still provides a habitat for some species relying on water.

In early March we had a work party where we had a general clear up and a most needed
clearance of the small island in the pond which had become dominated with brambles and
ash tree saplings. Wellie boots were just long enough to allow a couple of people to cross
over and with an encouraging team on the "mainland" they managed to pass over all the
clippings which we used to reinforce the boundary between the pond and the Wren Davis
land to the rear of the site to deter people using it as a cut through and disturbing the
area. It was encouraging to see quite a bit of frog spawn in the pond and hopefully some of
the spawn and later the tadpoles, escaped the interest of the mallards.

In May we held another social event at the pond and we were pleased to unveil the new
information board which was designed by Prestwood Nature's committee and those closely
involved with the pond. It's always rewarding to meet people who visit the pond and gain
enjoyment from it.

It's also gives me pleasure to report that this summer we have not had a repeat of the
vandalism of the dipping platform. Whether the noticeboard has helped to identify that
the site is owned and managed by local residents or it's just that current generations are
becoming more concerned about our environment I don't know but I hope that this is a
good omen for the future.

As always there is a stalwart group of residents who continue to collect litter, report
issues and tend areas of pond and without them this site would have far less value for our
village. I would like to thank them for their continued support.

Fiona Waller
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4. Pollinator Friendly Garden

The Garden has been attracting many bees and some butterflies but maybe not as many
butterflies as we would have wished.

Four work parties were arranged: in April, May, September and October.
The small lawn had its first cut of the season on 11 March and has been mown regularly
through to the autumn. The buddleias were pruned back hard in March and have been
flowering well but the miniature buddleia died and had to be removed. Foxgloves have
been encouraged to grow on the area below the bank of nettles.

Work took place in Spring in the area around
the  pond, with the  removal of  tall sedges
that had been overshadowing the pond and
construction of a wooden bench.  The area
was planted up with fresh plants and looked
very attractive.

Tina Hillas

Earlier in the year Tina told me that she wanted to retire as Leader of the Garden project
and we thank her for all her hard work which saved the project from closure five years
ago.  So  since  the  beginning  of  the  summer the  Garden  has  been  run  by  a  team  of
volunteers.

Sadly at the end of June the garden was the
subject of vandalism culminating in a fire which
destroyed a lot  of our  equipment  –  benches,
compost bins and the pond. Our team of
volunteers swiftly cleared the debris from the
area.

Luckily the majority of the planting has
survived unscathed and we are in the process
of deciding how to restore the garden to its
former glory.

Vanessa Rickett
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5. Cornfield project

We were fortunate that the vandalism to the wildlife garden did not quite extend to the
cornfield. Of the 20 cornfield plants, rare or extinct, that we sowed all but 5 appeared
this summer. This was a good start and some of them did spectacularly well. The corn has
now been cut and in October we shall be digging the area over and planting some more
corn. We shall not sow any more seed of the arable plants, as we want to see how many
have been able to self-sow successfully. So 2020 will be the crunch year!

The nearby vandalism showed the vulnerability of having a single site, so in autumn 2019 we
shall establish another, larger, cornfield on private land, where we shall sow the rest of
the  seed  we  had  been  given.  This  will  be  on  the margin  of  an  arable  field,  so  that
preparation will be less onerous. This second project will be managed by a small dedicated
group from PN because of the need to arrange access, but if anyone wants to join this
team we shall be pleased to hear from them.

Tony Marshall
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6. Kiln Common Orchard

The dry weather through the latter part of the summer has meant that many of the trees
have struggled to survive and we have unfortunately lost one or two. None of the cherry
trees are looking happy as autumn approaches.

The grass and nettles have continued to grow well but have been kept in check by the
valiant efforts of our band of scythers. A compost bin was constructed last spring and is
now filled with the arisings from the orchard; we hope that these will rot down to provide
a mulch for the trees next year.

We are  now working  with volunteers at  the  Pollinator  Friendly  Garden  and  by  joining
resources at work parties we hope to be able to be utilise our forces more efficiently.

Vanessa Rickett
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7. Events

We have held our usual programme of 3 talks throughout the year. At the 2018 AGM Tony
Marshall stepped in at very short notice to tell us about his Mini Cornfield Project and
Special Trees of the area. In February Kathy Rose gave us a super talk about Red Kite
and then in June Bridget Parslow spoke about Bats. If you have any ideas for future talks
or have heard a good speaker please let us know.

Our walks programme consisted of several walks.
John Obee led a Bird Walk in Spring, Tony
Marshall a  Spring  Flower Walk and  Karen  van
Oostrum added  a  Further  Afield  walk  to  her
three walks round the local hedgerows. We hope
that there  will be  sufficient  fungi  for  Tony’s
Fungus Foray this autumn.

Further Afield with Karen

Once again there were two events restricted to Members only - Jeanette and Ted Hedley
opened their gem of a garden to show what you can achieve in such a small area – thank you
both for your hospitality. The Glow Worm walk was held in June Thanks to Fiona and Ian
Waller for providing such a perfect habitat and for allowing us to share it!

Finally at the end of summer Julie Hopton led a
Creatures of the Night Safari  at Boug’s Meadow
when 13 children and accompanying adults were
successful in their search for Bats and other
crepuscular creatures.

Wearing our bat masks

Vanessa Rickett
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8. Hedgerow Walks

We continued with our seasonal  hedgerow walks  throughout  2019,  with a  good mix of
‘returners’  from  the  2017/18 walks, and many  new  faces.  These  relaxed,  educational
‘nature rambles’ have proved popular both with families with young children who want to
find out more about our wildlife, and with those who simply can’t walk far but enjoy getting
outside and having a look at what’s out.

As before,  Karen led 3 short  walks  throughout the year, looking at  our hedgerows in
spring,  summer  and  autumn.  We  followed  the  same  route  every  time,  allowing  repeat
participants to really familiarise themselves with the plants that we came across, and to
appreciate how they changed from season to season. All walks were well attended in 2019,
with between 10 and 20 participants each time; 16 of those who came along were
completely new to PN.

At the spring and summer walks we were fortunate to be joined by bee expert John
Catton, who added an extra level of information for the participants. We finished our
spring walk at the Pollinator Friendly Garden, and had hoped to do the same in the summer,
but unfortunately this was immediately after the vandalism had occurred, so we decided
against it.

Instead, we finished this and the autumn walk at Sheep Wash pond. It is a good location to
wrap up the walk, to answer any questions, and for Vanessa to meet participants and let
them know about other PN events. The walks will continue in 2020.

Karen van Oostrum
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9. Butterfly Transect

We are all aware of the important role that Butterflies play in supporting the reports we
hear regarding the change in climate that is almost certainly affecting our butterflies
massively, as well as their loss of habitat. Not only are they an important part of the UK’s
wildlife, as sensitive indicators of the health of the environment, but they also play crucial
roles in the food chain as well as being pollinators of plants. According to the Butterfly
Conservation “Peacock butterflies had their best summer since 2014, with a 235%
increase in numbers sighted compared with last year,  while the Marbled White saw a
264% increase”. However, they are still trying to establish what is behind the long-term
decline of the Small Tortoiseshell particularly in southern England.

Prestwood Nature (PN) is now entering the fourteen year in which it has contributed to
the important work undertaken by the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme. We have been
fortunate  in  recruiting  one  new  walker  this  year,  but  at  the  same  time  we  also  lost
another. This year the Transect was walked by 12 volunteers which means over a 26 week
period some volunteers have walked on two or even three occasions.

We had a slightly better start to the season this year, but we also experienced some very
wet weather at various times which impacted on our ability to walk the Transect. Last
year it was officially declared as the hottest summer since records began, but 2019 seems
to have topped that. The highest number of butterflies recorded in week 17 was 540 on
one walk [in week 14 last year the highest number recorded was 614].  No sightings
reported this year of the Purple Emperor on the Transect which caused great excitement
last year.

TOP FOUR THIS YEAR ARE:
The Meadow Brown - 1051, up on last year [878]
Marbled White - 305 again up on 2018 [251]
Ringlet - 296 quite a fall against last year’s total [458]
Gatekeeper - 139 up on 2018 [89]

The Common Blue and Small White numbers seem to have been hit quite hard this year
compared with 2018.
The total for the 2019 Season including the previous four years is:

Year Total Recorded
2015 2846
2016 1426
2017 2009
2018 2612
2019 2403

Apart from the usual bramble growth reported in mid-May, no major hazards were
reported.

Sylvia Bennett



Prestwood Nature Annual Reports 2019

10. Churchyards

Discussions about future management of Holy Trinity churchyard were held between the
church, ourselves and the county wildlife team. A specified area was agreed to be left to
grow to longer grass as a flower meadow, which was planned to be cut by PN and other
volunteers from  the  county team in  September  2019,  but  we  found  that  an  unknown
volunteer had cut it earlier. We shall try again next year! It was also agreed that mowing
of most of the short-grass areas should be left off September-November to allow the
waxcap toadstools to show. The county team had funds for an information board, which
they designed in consultation with us over the summer. We hope to erect this later in
2019.

Discussions with St Peter & St Paul at Great Missenden have borne fruit. A new warden is
very keen to establish a wildflower meadow over the greater part of the churchyard.
Preparations for this are in hand and a couple of work parties will be needed to establish
this in autumn 2019, one to prepare the land and another to sow seed. In future years we
shall just need one work-party each September to scythe the grass and remove it. A small
area of promising shorter grass has been set aside for putting in plug plants suited to a
chalk soil  and this will  be mown (by the usual contractor) 3 times a year.  This is an
experimental regime to see if we can construct something like the turf in chalk downland.
Meanwhile we arranged another work party at short notice to remove elder scrub that was
obscuring a fine old yew tree and damaging its lower branches. Some more similar scrub
will also be removed when we get a spare moment. I am mapping the location of specimen
trees around the churchyard so that the church can prepare a leaflet about the
churchyard management and a guide to the interesting trees present there.

Tony Marshall
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11. Trees and Hedges

Data on the oldest and largest trees (190 over 3.5 metres girth) in our area was delivered
to  Chiltern  and  High  Wycombe District  Councils, with a request  for  Tree  Protection
Orders (TPOs) to be placed on them for their protection. This got a pleased reception
from  one tree  officer  and complete lack  of  acknowledgement from  the  other  (until
stimulated into action by a district councillor).  Many of the trees already have TPOs
through being part of conservation areas, so the extra work involved for the tree officers
was relatively small. Nevertheless, almost 12 months have passed and we have not heard
of any new TPOs. What will happen to all this when we move to the new unitary authority
in 2020 is anyone's guess. Enquiries to the county council have revealed that they also
have no idea what is going to happen. Crucial to PN will be what happens to CDC land
currently managed by us - Angling Spring Wood and Bougs Meadow.

Tony and Val Marshall

12. Surveying and Records

Apart from the survey of St Peter & Paul churchyard (see under Churchyards), we have
not carried out many dedicated surveys this year. We did take part in a national survey
for  Noble  Chafer  beetles, rare  inhabitants  of  old  orchards, but  the  pheromone  trap
inspected daily for three weeks yielded no specimens of  the target species.  We did
capture a chafer of another species new to our area, the Welsh Chafer, but this was seen
in some abundance around our area anyway.

Records from members have continued to pour in, however, and we now have 1,000 more
entries  in  our  database, which now contains  5,572 different  species.  I  am currently
working on integrating records from the county records centre (which needed a lot of
cleaning up because of duplications and errors) and will eventually be able to rate sites
according to their ecological value, which may be a guide to future attention from PN.

The records were the basis for the Ecological Flora currently on the website, which is
currently undergoing a thorough revision to be ready by the end of 2019. This will include
new analyses of the state of our flora, the ecological relationships of plants, and their
importance to man. After this "final" revision, small updates may be made in future, but
only at most once a year. I shall then have time to prepare shorter accounts of other
parts of our natural environment, the fauna and fungi, including, I hope, a simple guide to
the common insects of our area, which might be saleable publication.

Tony Marshall
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13. Boug’s Meadow

Following John Obee’s retirement as project leader in October 2018 after
many years of inspired leadership (of which more later), Boug’s Meadow
has continued to thrive under the co-operative management of its band of
determined volunteers. Cooperative has been the watchword as the main
physical changes this year have been the addition of two valuable
installations funded by the continuing generosity of the Coop Community
fund and Great Missenden Coop customers.

First, a solid three-seater bench of classic design was
purchased and installed, in early spring,

on the east side of the meadow overlooking the
developing wildflower meadow, thus increasing the
amenity for visitors, including making it a favourite spot for a 93-year-old Great Missenden regular.

Second, the Meadow now boasts an impressive information board alongside the northern public
footpath.

It is almost impossible for casual walkers to resist the temptation to stop and look at a description of
the history of the meadow and the admire the success of Prestwood Nature volunteers in reclaiming
the wasteland since 2005. Many members contributed to the design and content with ideas and
comment. As many member photos as possible are incorporated.



These new items of meadow furniture were much appreciated at the National Meadow Day event

held in July. There were many more visitors than in 2018, including a walking group up from London
for the day who kindly allowed themselves to be diverted around the Nature Trail and were very
complimentary.

The day was also supported by many local groups including Butterfly Conservation, Friends of
Priestfield Arboretum, Missenden Walled Garden, the Chiltern Chalk Streams project, the Chiltern
Society and many knowledgeable Prestwood Nature members. Thanks to all who assisted



In the meadow, there are increasing signs of small mammals in the new wildflower area and
riverbank, evidenced by leaf nibbling, holes and occasional poo. The two hibernacula are being well
used by virtue of the number of new entrance holes and the trail of seed.

A second year of the wildflowers showed good continuation aided by some selective reseeding, and
the insect life showed more variety. Notable flora includes White Violets, Red, White and Bladder
Campion, Meadow Cranesbill, Common and Greater Knapweed, Corncockle, Devils-bit Scabious and
Ladies Bedstraw amongst many others. The Jersey Tiger moth was seen again (presumably last years
observed mating pair were successful!) and Elephant Hawkmoth caterpillar has been seen on
willowherb.

We also saw eighteen species of butterfly this year including four smalls- copper, skipper and
tortoiseshell and white. The brown argus (photo) also put in a welcome appearance, along with the
common and holly blues, the wonderful marbled white and our publicity seeking resident comma.





Increased light in the copse as a result of work carried out over the last few years has encouraged
the spread of many existing species such as foxgloves and primroses.

The wild bulb varieties planted in 2018 are thriving.

The wrens raised a family which flitted through the copse feeding and, on the other end of the size
scale, a jackdaw family squawked their way through raising the youngsters for many days. Blackbird



and blue tit nested in Boug’s meadow again. Boug’s also had its own impressive fly-past- Common
Darter, Brown and Southern Hawker dragonflies also enjoyed a bountiful insect feast.

Bizarrely we even had an intact chicken’s egg deposited in the meadow,
presumably courtesy of a passing fox.

During the year, Colin and David built a new bench in the shade of the copse, a stag-beetle stumpery
(here’s hoping) and several of the volunteer team built “dead hedges” to provide habitat and screen
off the rabbit warren area of Waggon Road for safety reasons. The wrens liked it and it cleared much
of the tree waste from the site.



On the HS2 front (whatever the status at time of writing), we made contact with the team
responsible for the Link road widening and ascertained that the impact on Boug’s Meadow would be
minimal. There will be a new hedge between the meadow and the road to provide a screen and to
replace two trees on the verge which will be removed. We will continue to liaise to ensure the
remediation fits in with the meadow habitat.

Finally, we were sad to see the end of John Obee’s period of leadership of the Boug’s Meadow
project. John and Valerie have devoted an incredible amount of time to Boug’s Meadow and
overseen its development from a virtual wasteland to a natural environment which is becoming
more part of the community every day. Their contribution has been recognised by the whole
Prestwood Nature Community with the presentation of the Queen’s award at the last AGM and by
the Boug’s Meadow volunteers at a ceremony at their last work party at the meadow. John still
volunteers at the meadow and can be seen scything his way through the (reducing number of)
nettles and (increasing number of) meadow flowers and grasses.



Regular work parties continue, and all new volunteers are welcome in this fun environment which is
achieving real results for the community. Next year, with your help, we could double the effective
size of the meadow. Why not help join up the meadow spots? Nature needs you.

We all hope you overwinter as well as this pair of Boug ladybirds and take care to watch out for the
early signs of spring!



Bye bye from all the Boug hardworkers

Photographs

The photos in the report have been taken by Keith Tyrrell, Ann Priest, Fiona Waller, Frank Rickett, Vanessa
Rickett, Jos van Oostrum and members of the Boug’s Meadow team of volunteers


