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Prestwood Nature is a registered charity that protects and enhances 

nature in and around Prestwood by engaging local people.  

 

Prestwood Nature’s volunteers have restored and/or help manage six 

local nature sites (Boug’s Meadow, Sheepwash Pond, the Pollinator 

Friendly Garden, Kiln Common Orchard, Prestwood Nature Reserve and 

Angling Wood). We engage local people by organising guided nature 

walks, talks and other activities. We also survey and record local nature, 

such as butterflies, to see how the environment is changing and what 

can be done to protect it. Members receive a monthly email and a 

quarterly newsletter with lots of information about nature and ideas how 

to support it locally.  

 

Our volunteer members look after our sites, organise walks and talks, 

and sit on our Council, which ensures good governance. We are funded 

by our small membership fees.  

 

More information about Prestwood Nature can be found on our website, 

prestwoodnature.org.  

 

This report shows the work we did in 2021/22.  
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1. PRESTWOOD NATURE PROJECT PROGRESS IN 2021/22 
 

A. PROJECTS TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE NATURE SITES 
 

i) Boug’s Meadow  
 

2022 has been an eventful year for Boug’s Meadow and has kept 

volunteers on their toes. We faced the impact of climate change, saw off 

invasions of keen expeditioners, enjoyed the year-on-year development 

of the wildflower meadow, hosted the best yet National Meadows Day and 

welcomed many new visitors from local communities. 

 

Unfortunately, the low winter rainfall meant that the 

river Misbourne did not flow at all in our 

winterbourne section this year. After two years of 

strong flow, this was a disappointment and we will 

need a very strong winter rainfall season to refresh 

the aquifers and bring the river back in early 2023. 

Whether the impact of global warning will allow this 

to happen, we will have to wait and see. Colin 

Tyler’s much admired dragonfly rest installation will 

have to wait a while until dragonflies and 

damselflies use it. 
 

Dragonfly nest – photo Colin Tyler 

 
Storm-felled hawthorn – photo Valerie Obee 

As for climate change, 

storm Eunice had a huge 

impact as it battered the 

copse in late February. 

The major casualty was 

an Ivy-covered 

Hawthorn alongside the 

Waggon Road which 

clattered several other 

trees as it succumbed to 

the winds. A hastily 

gathered volunteer team 

did sterling work when 

the weather abated, clearing the Waggon Road to make it safe. The fallen 
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tree is now a massive ‘dead hedge’ and continues to be valuable habitat. 

Other more minor storm damage was gradually made safe later, any 

arisings left to contribute to future fungus and insect habitat.  

 

Wildflower Meadow 

In the meadow we were encouraged by new shoots from our autumn 2021 

seeding pushing through before Christmas. In 2021 we had been a little 

disappointed by the volume of grasses overshadowing some of the 

flowers, so we took early 2022 action to restrain coarse grass growth, with 

a late March meadow cut. To preserve some of our early germinations, 

several advanced clumps of cowslips were temporarily evacuated before 

later successful repatriation.  

 
Field Scabious – photo Hazel Tyler 

As the year unfolded, so did the floral display. 

In approximate chronological order, species 

included: Snowdrop, Cowslip, Sweet Violet, 

Daffodil, Ground Ivy, Wood Anemone, 

Snowflake, Celandine, Bluebell, Wild Tulip, 

Primrose, Honesty, Yellow Rattle, Forget-

me-not, Garlic Mustard, Red Campion, 

Dandelions, Meadow Buttercup, Ribwort 

Plantain, Field and Germander Speedwell, 

Common and Sticky Mouse-ear, Fumitory, 

Shining and Meadow Cranesbill, Wall 

Speedwell, Woodruff, Greater Celandine, 

Green Alkanet, Star of Bethlehem, Ragged 

Robin, Field Scabious, Welsh Poppy, Bush Vetch, Bird’s-foot and Lesser 

Trefoil, Salad Burnet, Cow Parsley, Common and Long-nose Poppy, 

Corncockle, Corn Chamomile, Ox-eye Daisy, Greater and Common 

Knapweed, Betony, White and Red Clover, Musk Mallow, Meadow 

Vetchling, Lady’s Bedstraw, Creeping Cinquefoil, Creeping Thistle, 

Selfheal, Hop Trefoil, Agrimony, Lesser Stitchwort, Devil’s-bit Scabious, 

Honeysuckle, Buddleia, Ragwort, Tansy, Fleabane, Wild Carrot, Wood 

Avens, Greater Burdock, Black Knapweed, Dark Mullein, Hedge Garlic, 

Spear Thistle, Bladder Campion, Hogweed, and Hedge Woundwort.  

 

Many of these were visible for the successful National Meadow Day event 

in July (see below), despite some unfortunate happenings just prior the 

day. On two occasions, large numbers of Duke of Edinburgh Award 
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participants encamped on the wildflower meadow at the completion of 

expeditions. Thankfully the flora and grasses recovered with the help of 

some rain, and National Meadow Day was a roaring success. The 

expedition organisers were contacted and we expect the situation not to 

arise in the future, particularly as the Buryfield is generally available. Polite 

signs now ask visitors to follow the paths. 

 

Pollinators 

The flora again attracted a considerable number of pollinating species, 

most visibly a full range of butterflies and bees. We are also recording 

more insects from other 

families, such as beetles, 

spiders and flies, and will be 

seeking to improve this going 

forward. At the moment, Hazel 

Tyler’s camera, as she carries 

out regular plant checks, is 

invaluable. Two notable and 

attractive insect visitors this 

summer were Hummingbird 

Hawkmoth and Silver-washed 

Fritillary, both possibly first 

sightings at Boug’s. 
       Silver-washed Fritillary – photo Colin Tyler 

Mammals  

There were also two interesting mammal sightings (again possible firsts 

for the meadow). A regular visitor spotted two Roe deer, although this may 

have been a single visit. In September, 

David Wildman came across a Glis glis 

in one of the bird boxes. Whether this 

was a temporary abode or will be 

permanent, we don’t yet know. We have 

also had hedgehog poo again, but not 

yet a confirmed sighting. 

 

 

 
The visiting Glis glis – photo David Wildman 
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Looking forward to 2023 

Moving toward winter, we have been gathering seed from our flowers and 

will be selectively refreshing and reseeding various areas by the end of 

the year. The second and final meadow cut was successfully completed 

in September with a close cut to assist new seedings. Hard working 

volunteers raked and moved the cuttings to our now gigantic compost 

heap.  

 

During the year, we took expert advice on the condition of the Boug’s 

Meadow hedges and boundary lines. Plans for the future include allowing 

the car park hedge to gain height before laying, some elder tree removal 

to encourage the footpath hedge to flourish and selective coppicing of the 

eastern boundary along the Waggon Road. We aim to commence these 

traditional approaches before Christmas as part of a separate hedge 

management project under development. 

 

Volunteers 

Since 2005, a tremendously energetic team of some 18 volunteers has 

developed and maintained 

Boug’s Meadow as an 

important community asset with 

a nature focus and increasing 

biodiversity. The sessions are 

convivial and fun, so if you are 

interested in taking a closer 

look or joining in ,we would love 

to meet you. Contact 

paulheathuk@me.com or 

07903 814299. 
      Volunteers raking the meadow – photo Hazel Tyler  

Paul Heath 

 

ii) Kiln Common Orchard  
 

There is a healthy crop of apples and plums in the community orchard this 

year, and the trees have done well on the whole, having benefitted from a 

good prune last year. We have, however, lost three trees in recent weeks 

– two apples and a cherry – quite possibly victims of the long, hot, dry 

summer. We are unlikely to re-plant these trees in the same locations, as 

the orchard would benefit generally from a little thinning out. It has been 

mailto:paulheathuk@me.com
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another wonderful year for the flowers, 

with Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor), 

Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis), 

Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), 

Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) 

and Wild Carrot (Daucus carota) all 

putting on a good show. 

 

Karen van Oostrum  
 

 
Apples at the Orchard – photos Karen van Oostrum 

 

iii) Pollinator Friendly Garden  
 

Our planned overhaul of the beds at the 

Pollinator Friendly Garden earlier this 

year had to be postponed, as the lack 

of rain meant the ground was too hard 

to work. By the time you come to read 

this we hope that this postponed event 

will have taken place. The renovation is needed because the beds have 

been invaded by tough, perennial grasses, which will ultimately take over 

if left unchecked. The plants in the beds have done very well though, 

despite the overcrowding, and a pleasing range of pollinators has been 

seen at the garden, including honeybees, wasps, hoverflies, and a 

number of different bumblebees and butterflies.  

 

iv) Sheepwash Pond 
 

In 2008 Sylvia Bennett was asked to talk at the AGM and to give her 

thoughts on the incredible restoration of what we know as Sheepwash 

Pond. Over the preceding years this area had become overgrown and was 

merely scrubland, but with the removal of some trees and scrub, followed 

by the removal of the build-up of leaves, a formidable pond hidden for 

many years was revealed. Not only have we been able to enjoy this 

additional focal point in the village, but it is one of historical interest. Since 

that time the area has been enjoyed by many residents, particularly 

becoming quite a place of refuge during the pandemic period. 
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Early this year we enjoyed the arrival of Spring when Wood Anemones 

emerged from the undergrowth, as well as Daffodils and Bluebells. The 

Gorse, not to be outdone also put on an excellent display.  

 

In July this year the picnic table was relocated to a more visible place 

beside the Information Board and into a sunnier spot. This decision was 

taken following much vandalism to the table itself and was undertaken 

with the help of some PN volunteers who answered the call for help at that 

time. Minimal litter is now retrieved from around the picnic table, but sadly 

the platform has become the focal point for anti-social behaviour with 

planks from the seating area removed and thrown into the Pond, along 

with bottles, cans and general litter. Access to retrieve all the debris is not 

always possible, but from the pond alone over July to September, at least 

55 plastic bottles, 15 glass bottles and 32 cans have been removed, as 

well as a disposal BBQ! We are also acutely aware that members of the 

public also pick up litter for which we are very grateful. 

 

Whilst no formal work parties have taken place since 2020, regular 

maintenance has continued to be observed with regular hedge cutting to 

the front of the site and grass cutting alongside the pathway, together with 

some invasive brambles. Apart from visiting Ducks, very little wildlife has 

been observed within the pond on maintenance visits. Butterflies are 

usually visible, although this year they have been few and far between. 

The surface area of the pond is now becoming quite overgrown with Reed 

and will, in the not too distant future, require reducing. In October grass 

cutting will be undertaken, as well as the removal of any dead vegetation 

alongside the pathway. 

 

It is hoped that this village amenity will continue to be enjoyed by the 

majority of the local residents who always express their gratitude for the 

work PN undertake. 

 

Sylvia Bennett 

 

v) Churchyards 
 

At Holy Trinity, bramble was again cleared by PN volunteers (Geoff 

Barton, Val Marshall and Tony Marshall) on the north side of the church, 

and the flower meadow was surveyed over the summer by the Central 

Chilterns Botany Group, as a basis for planning future management.  
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B. ACTIVITIES TO ENGAGE PEOPLE IN NATURE  
 

i) Walks  
 

It has been fantastic to be able to offer a full year of seasonal walks again. 

Our first walk of the year was led by John Obee to see migrating birds 

around Shardeloes lake; a good turnout enjoyed John’s last walk as 

leader before he hangs up his binoculars. Many thanks from all the people 

he has introduced to so many birds.  

 

Tony Marshall led a spring walk to look for rare flowers.  

 

Karen van Oostrum’s gentler walks ranged through a new route this year, 

around Great Hampden, allowing us to take in a slightly different range of 

habitats and plants.  

 
Karen’s botanical walk – photo Karen van 

Oostrum  

 

Still to come are Karen van 

Oostrum’s Autumn Fruit and 

Seeds walk and Helen Matthews 

Sunday Morning Stroll through 

Pepperbox Wood at the end of 

October (the latter walk is held 

under the aegis of Chiltern 

Walking Festival). The weather 

has been against us this year as 

the lack of rain will meant fewer 

fungi for Tony’s Fungus Foray. 

 

Nearly all the walks have been 

well attended, by a mix of people 

of all ages. It has been particularly 

rewarding to see so many 

children attending, and enjoying learning more about our local plants. Two 

walks had no participants so we need to think more about timing and 

member interest.  

 

Vanessa Rickett and Karen van Oostrum 
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ii) Talks  
 

For the first part of the year we continued to have our talks on line. Martin 

Harvey gave us an insight into the lives of flies at our AGM and in the new 

year we heard from Simon Nicholls about the birds we can see locally. In 

June we were once again able to meet in person to hear John Tyler’s 

fascinating account of the life of the Glow-worm.  

 

Vanessa Rickett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Local hedgerow fruits – photo Marieke Bosman 

 

iii) Hedge management project 
 

Hedgerows are an important part of our Chilterns cultural heritage, long 

recognised as of great value to wildlife and the landscape. They are vital 

wildlife corridors, provide shelter for wildlife and livestock, restrict soil 

erosion, help water regulation, capture pollutants and act as a store of 

carbon. Seasonal blossom and fruits add beauty to the landscape. Some 

of the Boug’s Meadow volunteers reviewed the status and management 

of Boug’s Meadow hedges early in the year together with experts 

introduced by BBOWT and the Chilterns Conservation Board. In addition 

to getting first class advice on the necessary work at Boug’s, which would 

reduce the ongoing maintenance burden as well as be better for wildlife, 



12 
 

it became clear that the required training had broader application and 

should support more than Boug’s Meadow.  

 

With that thought it mind the volunteers approached various Chiltern 

Society volunteer leaders. As a result, they currently have a proposal 

before the Chalk, Cherries and Chairs landscape partnership to equip 

Central Chilterns volunteer teams with the capability to support native 

hedge planting and hedge improvement projects for farmers and 

landowners in the area. This will be done by educating volunteers on the 

recommended hedgerow management cycle; providing volunteers with 

practical ‘on the hedge’ skills training in basic techniques of coppicing and 

hedgelaying using hand tools and establishing and maintaining a toolbox 

of key hand tools, including sharpening equipment. 

 

Prestwood Nature and the Chiltern Society have agreed to part-sponsor 

this project although the bulk of the funding will come from Chalk, Cherries 

and Chairs. It is hoped activity will commence in the 2022/23 winter 

season. 

 

Paul Heath 

 

iv) Habitat for hedgehogs 
 

In 2020 and 2021, various residents of Great Missenden participated in 

surveys for hedgehogs co-ordinated by Prestwood Nature volunteers. 

These were carried out with a contribution from Prestwood Nature for 

materials, loans of equipment from the Risborough Environment Group, 

and expertise from BBOWT. Several successful surveys were carried out 

in the Great Missenden area and great interest generated among many 

residents and children.  

 

In 2021 and 2022, Habitat for Hedgehog displays attracted interest at 

National Meadows Day and other local events. In discussion with BBOWT 

and the Rough Around the Edges project in the Chalk, Cherries and 

Chairs landscape partnership, it was concluded that it would be useful for 

interested organisations to be able to run similar surveys in their own 

areas to assist in developing or maintaining suitable habitats for 

hedgehogs and other wildlife. 
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Hedgehog tracking tunnel  

 

As a result, PN volunteers are currently proposing to consolidate various 

support materials and resources to create a local capability to support any 

hedgehog friendly project activity in the local area. For this we will renew 

all survey materials (tracking tunnels, start-up consumables, instructions, 

interpretation of results and reporting methodology), hedgehog and 

habitat information, how to be hedgehog friendly, training and publicity 

support. Paul Heath and David Wildman will continue to offer start up 

training, advice and support to any projects interested in supporting 

hedgehogs. BBOWT will also be available to support. 

 

Prestwood Nature has agreed to part-sponsor this project but the bulk of 

the funding will come from Chalk, Cherries and Chairs. Work is continuing 

in the 2022/23 hibernation season to launch this resource in Spring 2023. 

 

Paul Heath 

 

v) Other activities  
 

September saw Julie Hopton lead the annual Creatures of the Night event 

targeted at families with young children. Although only two families turned 

up, they very much enjoyed colouring and making masks, bug hunting in 

the meadow and saw and heard lots of bats pass in the small clearing in 

the copse.  

In a new initiative, Alice Griffiths sponsored an engaging visit to Boug’s 

Meadow for the Great Missenden Scouts. They heard about the evolution 

of the meadow and the way that chalk streams work, then burnt off energy 

with a high speed challenge around the Nature Trail finding the answers 

to a number of questions. They were pretty observant and asked us some 

good questions. We hope they will maintain this interest and visit again. 

We are always open to organized visits on a nature theme by youngsters 
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and hope that more can take place in the future to help educate future 

generations. 

The Boug’s Meadow volunteer team once again organized an Open Day 

on Sunday 3 July, coinciding with the National Meadow Day weekend. In 

existence since 2018, this event has steadily grown in scale and scope so 

can now be seen as a focal point for nature and conservation in the area,  
 

 

The botanical display from Hazel Tyler – photo Valerie Obee 

 

with some of the most significant UK nature organisations participating. 

Fortunately this year, the weather was fine throughout and the visitor 

count was estimated at more than 100 (90 of which were formally 

recorded through the Prestwood Nature welcome gazebo). Several were 

family groups and the youngsters enjoyed a number of activities including 

a Nature Trail challenge, a Wildflower Explorer search organised by 

Marieke Bosman, and viewing ‘Micro Mysteries’ through BBOWT’s 

microscopes.  

 

The number of displays/experts were the most that we have ever 

gathered, with BBOWT and the Chiltern Society taking part for the first 

time. We were again fortunate to have Butterfly Conservation (12 species 

recorded in the meadow on the day), Bumblebee Conservation, the 

Friends of Priestfield Arboretum and the Habitat for Hedgehogs project 

generating a lot of interest. The local RSPB branch organized a walk 

centred on the open day. This year we also integrated some Prestwood 

Nature project displays with the visiting exhibitors in order to better 

promote PN activities. Next to the Butterfly Conservation stand, Anne 

Evans created a superb display on the PN Butterfly Transect with some 
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standout butterfly pictures. In the middle of the meadow wildflowers, Hazel 

Tyler showcased some of the flora seen Boug’s at different times of the 

year and encouraged visitors to think about how the meadow develops. 

She also highlighted the way in which the meadow ecosystem sequesters 

carbon from the atmosphere. (See right for some longstanding members 

getting educated!) An overall very successful day is down to the hard work 

by a number of member volunteers. Our thanks go to them and the various 

organisations who joined us for a great day for the community. It is 

particularly exciting to see so many organisations with specific nature and 

conservation interests working together in one cause. This is important for 

the future of nature in our area (and the planet). We expect to do this all 

again next year and to find other projects to co-operate on. 

 
Families enjoying the Meadows Day – photo 

Colin Tyler  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 16 July an Open Afternoon was held at Prestwood Local Nature 

Reserve in coordination with the Chiltern Society, which manages the site. 

Tony Marshall showed visitors local plants; Colin Tyler told people about 

butterflies and Johan Catton pointed out bumblebees. Julie Hopton had a 

stall for children and Anne Evans showcased information about local 

butterflies and the Butterfly Transect. It was a well visited event and it is 

hoped it can be done again next year.  

 

Paul Heath, Karen van Oostrum and Vanessa Rickett 
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C. SURVEYING AND RECORDING NATURE  
 

 
Marbled White Butterfly – photo Anne Evans 

 

i) The butterfly transect  
 

Prestwood Nature has taken part in the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme 

organised by Butterfly Conservation since 2006. The standardised 

methodology enables year on year comparison with walks carried out 

each week, weather permitting, from 1st April through to the end of 

September. This year, 17 volunteers were available to walk the transect 

route. 

 

The most noteworthy aspect of 2022 that has a potential impact on 

butterflies has been the extended drought we have experienced. On the 

whole, high temperatures with lots of sunshine provide perfect conditions 

for butterflies. The problem for butterflies is that their caterpillars need 

fresh green plants on which to feed. If the plants have withered due to 

drought, then the caterpillars will starve which has an impact on the next 

generation of butterflies. So, although numbers have been reasonably 

buoyant this year, there may be knock on effects into next year. 
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In total, 2365 butterflies were recorded on the transect in 2022. This 

compares to an average of 2174 butterflies per year in the last 10 years. 

Twenty-five different species were recorded. 

 

The top five butterflies reported in 2022 compared to the previous 10 

years are shown below. As usual, the Meadow Brown takes the top spot. 

The Marbled White had a good year, although numbers tailed off quite 

early in the season. The Common Blue had a poor first brood but made 

up for it with a good second brood making it into the top five. 

 

 2022 Average from 2012-
2021 

Meadow Brown 954 922 

Ringlet 283 274 

Marbled White 260 203 

Gatekeeper 155 136 

Common Blue 124 105 

 

The only problems reported by Transect walkers were a couple of sections 

which had become overgrown. 

 

Anne Evans  

 

ii) Hedges and old trees 
 

We now have 72 hedges in our database assessed by the new 

methodology adopted two years ago. The highest scoring to date is the 

wide hedge, once marking an ancient boundary, running from near 

Nanfans south to Nanfan Wood, which close examination shows to have 

originally been a double hedge, with a green lane or footpath passing 

down the middle. It contains wild service tree and orpine, and was the 

subject of a visit by the Central Chilterns Botany Group in July. 

 

Tony & Val Marshall 

 

iii) Surveying and records 
 

Our database now contains 46,267 records covering 6,029 different 

species. The type of habitat with most species recorded is ‘Disturbed 

areas’ (including cultivated and waste land), but this is because it includes 
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two gardens intensively recorded by their respective naturalist owners. My 

own garden and the streets nearby account for 1,669 species recorded. 

Omitting these two exceptionally well-recorded gardens, disturbed land 

becomes much less significant. The best ‘natural’ habitat is ‘Grassland 

and scrub’ with 1,044 species recorded, those on chalk accounting for 

more than those on clay. ‘Ancient woodland’ is substantially behind with 

801 species (recent woodland is very low with 127). In third place after 

grassland and old woods are ‘Churchyards’ (696 species), in fourth 

position are ‘Road verges’ (410), and fifth is ‘Arable land with wide grass 

verges’ (370). If you just take the uncommon species, grassland and scrub 

still tops the list, but churchyards jump into second place above even 

ancient woods! (Locally woods are either managed for timber or 

neglected; we have none in our area principally managed for wildlife.) 

 

Recent enquiries from the Walled Garden in Great Missenden and Pipers 

School may result in some major surveying in the coming year. A 

significant boost in 2021-2022 has been the activity of the Central 

Chilterns Botany Group, which has contributed many new records (and 

documented the local extinction of a few species, like Pale Lady's-mantle, 

now gone from all its previously known sites). There have been fewer 

reports of species other than plants this year, probably because of the 

drought. (Many fungus forays have already been cancelled because there 

is no way toadstools will appear without extended rain. My annual autumn 

foray for PN is in serious doubt.) If we do not have a very long wet winter, 

drought conditions may well extend into next spring with disastrous results 

for wildlife. It is significant that the only species that seem to be increasing 

are Mediterranean ones like bay-trees and cherry-laurel, plus some 

insects of hot climes that have newly invaded our area, while many young 

oaks and other native trees are dying off. Without major environmental 

action internationally and nationally (of which there appears to be no hope 

at all) we are merely twiddling our thumbs and we can only watch as we 

gradually lose all that we value in our local wildlife. 

 

Tony Marshall  
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Honeybee on Bistort at the PFG – photo 

Karen van Oostrum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. PRESTWOOD NATURE MEMBERSHIP  
 

i) Membership statistics and systems  
 

Household membership (family and individual subscribers) has increased 

again slightly from last year, following a dip in 2020.  
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The breakdown of membership is given in the table below.  

 

Category 2022 2021 2020 2019  

Total Households 95 90 84 92 

Total Adults 174 156 149 162 

Total Children 15 14 11 17 

  

The Council has agreed to introduce a new online membership system, 

MemberMojo, to replace our existing database which is now out of date. 

With the new system we will be able to accept credit/debit card 

membership payments as well as bank transfers.  

 

Helen Matthews 

 

ii) Communication with members and the general public  
 

Prestwood Nature website  

 

In September 2021 the Prestwood Nature website suffered an attack by 

hackers and needed to be taken down. To avoid further attacks it was 

decided to rewrite the web site using more secure software and the first 

pages were available in time for the AGM in November 2021. The new 

website has a more modern look and has enabled us to focus more closely 

on the various different activities of Prestwood Nature throughout the year. 

 

Currently we don’t have as much environmental information as the old 

website but we hope to build this up in the future. The complete archives 

of newsletters, annual reports and past AGM minutes are now available 

for download. 

 

Monthly member email 

 

Twelve monthly member emails were sent out to 118 members since the 

last AGM. These covered Prestwood Nature events and some current 

nature information.  

 

Newsletter 

 

With a new editor and a new look, the first ‘seasons-themed’ PN 

newsletter was sent out to members via email in February 2022. The new 
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schedule for the distribution of the newsletter is organised around nature’s 

seasons, with four newsletters a year, emailed out in February, May, end 

of July/August and November. The new plan is to publish mid-season to 

enable it to reflect recent PN activities to date (in that season) as well as 

look forward, for example, to highlight plants and creatures to look out for 

in the weeks after publication. It is hoped that such an approach will help 

it to feel topical, educational and boost readership. 

 

Content of the newsletter, which averages 11 pages in length, is currently 

written by PN Council members and volunteers. Readership is limited to 

PN members, in its entirety, though some material has been shared more 

widely to help to boost the online presence of Prestwood Nature, on local 

social media including on the Your Prestwood & Great Missenden 

Facebook group (membership 6400, Sept 2022).  

 

Social media 

 

Given the aims of PN are to ‘enhance the quality of the natural 

environment through the involvement of local people’, social media 

initiatives to publicise national events such as ‘No Mow May’, the ‘Big 

Butterfly Count’ or provide information about ‘planting for bumblebees’ 

may be regarded as highly relevant - although clearly the impact of such 

initiatives is hard to quantify. Social media, today, also has a key 

promotional purpose for PN sites and events, publicising and boosting 

wider participation; resulting in, for example, a large number of people 

signing up for the online bird talk PN hosted in spring 2022. 

 

Facebook 

 

PN’s FB page has gained 373 likes, 43 of which were in 2022 to date, and 

416 people follow the page ongoingly (date downloaded 19th Sept). 

These numbers represent the size of PN’s regular readership - as people 

that ‘like’ and/or ‘follow’ the PN page itself will then see every subsequent 

FB post. We might view this as a form of subscription to PN.  
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Within this wider subscription group, 

79.5% are female. In terms of the age of 

people who like the FB page and the 

largest groups by age are 45-55 year old 

females (25%) and 35-44 years females 

(22.5%). For context, the largest age 

group of FB users in the UK is the 25-34 

year group. 59.7% of FB likes are from 

people living in the Great Missenden 

area, with 11.5% from Wycombe and 4% 

and 3.75% from Aylesbury and 

Amersham respectively. 

 
A bumblebee on Scabious at the Orchard – photo Karen 

van Oostrum  

 

Facebook posts reach a much wider 

audience than just our members or even 

the larger group of ‘subscribers online’ 

given the facility the platform has to allow 

access to much larger local groups, such 

as those that follow BBOWT (14,200 followers) or the Your Prestwood and 

Great Missenden Facebook Group. In the last 90 days (to 22nd 

September 2022) PN has shared 22 posts, creating an ongoing 

conversation with supporters and helping to highlight the need for greater 

conservation in the local area. 

 

Prestwood Nature now also has an Instagram account which is linked to 

its FB account. This has has 51 followers so far.  

 

Alice Griffiths, Frank Rickett and Marieke Bosman  

 

3. PRESTWOOD NATURE MANAGEMENT  
 

This year the Council was made up of the following members:  

 

• Vanessa Rickett (Chair)  

• Helen Matthews (Treasurer and Membership Secretary)  

• Marieke Bosman (General Secretary)  

• Catherine Bunting 
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• Anne Evans  

• Alice Griffiths  

• Julie Hopton  

• Chris Jolly  

• Karen van Oostrum   

• Peta Sawyer  
 

The Council met five times during the year to discuss financial and 

governance matters, and plan for activities, walks and talks, review work 

to nature sites and consider ideas for further projects.  

 

At this AGM the Chair, Vanessa Rickett and Chris Jolly will stand down 

after six years in post; Peta Sawyer has also resigned. The Council has 

recruited a number of new Council members which will be put up for 

election at the AGM.  

 

Marieke Bosman  

 

4. CHALLENGES AND PLANS FOR THE FUTURE  
 

The past year has seen a return to lots of good work reinstated after the 

lull of the Covid pandemic, but even this year has not been without its 

challenges.  

 

Prestwood Nature is bold in its ambitions but after all is a small local 

organisation entirely dependent on the work of loyal volunteers, who do a 

fantastic job and for which we are very grateful. Any additional projects or 

work requires further willing volunteers, but finding new recruits is a 

challenge. Many people are already very busy with their work and families 

or already volunteer for other worthwhile causes. We will continue to try 

and find additional members for our volunteer pool and are encouraged 

by the number of people who nominated themselves for the Council this 

year.  

 

Engaging people in nature is one of our aims – so increasing our 

membership and organising activities that appeal to those of all ages and 

backgrounds is something we will need to keep working on. We realise 

many people already are members of many organisations, so we need to 

be very clear about why it is worth becoming a member, and joining in 

with the various activities.  
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Our sites are generally well managed – some in coordination with others 

– but they involve a lot of work and the level of management and 

development depends entirely on willing volunteers and the weather. 

Unfortunately there has also been vandalism at one of the sites so this is 

something we are working on resolving.  

 

Sadly climate change and biodiversity loss are the largest challenges we 

face, even in Prestwood. These threats can feel overwhelming, but we will 

not give up. In the coming years all of us will continue to work together to 

find further ways and new projects to engage local people in protecting 

and enhancing our wonderful local Prestwood nature - for us and future 

generations.  

 

5. THANK YOU  
 

It is really good to see such a wide range of Prestwood Nature projects 

and activities reported on for this past year. We have achieved a lot, 

despite various challenges. The only reason why this has been possible 

is because we have such wonderful and loyal volunteers and a very 

supportive membership, and due to the support – in many ways – in and 

around Prestwood by individuals, organisations, businesses, and local 

government.  

 

Thank you to all our members for joining and supporting us. Your 

membership means we are a voice and a force for nature in Prestwood. 

And without our wonderful volunteers, the quite impressive quantity of 

work that has been done this year would simply not have happened. 

Thank you so very much.  

 

The list below should include almost everyone but if we have forgotten 

someone, we are grateful for your support!   
 

• All volunteers working on our nature sites and activities  

• All volunteers on Prestwood Council  

• All our members  

• BBOWT  

• The Chiltern Society  

• Priestfield Arboretum  

• Prestwood Village Hall  

• The Source  
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• Great Missenden and Prestwood Parish Council  

• Holy Trinity Church and Church Hall  

• Prestwood Village Association 

• Great Missenden Parish Council  

• Great Kingshill Village Hall  

• Your Prestwood and Great Missenden Facebook group 

• Green Prestwood and Great Missenden Facebook group 

• Great Missenden Village Association  

 

 
 


