
PN BUTTERFLY TRANSECT 2013
Of the 26 weeks available from 1 April to 30 September, weather conditions were only suitable for butterflies
in 18 weeks because of the wet spring, although the warm summer that followed allowed many species to build
up good numbers, and results were well up on the disastrous year of 2012.

Overall numbers
The total of individuals seen flying was our second largest total since the first year in 2006, although the
number of species was only average: we saw no Duke of Burgundy, Holly Blue or Red Admiral.

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Individuals 3191 730 1327 2020 2263 1679 1008 2353
Species 25 21 22 24 24 27 20 23

Numbers seen on any one walk varied from 2 (mid-April) to 756 (end of July), with five weeks yielding over 100
(July to early August, after which the weather became less clement once more).

Differences between sections of the transect
As usual Meadsgarden Field north of the Picnic Site had the highest total of individuals (665) but the Picnic
Site had the most species (21 as against only 16 in Meadsgarden). It also had the highest density of
butterflies (3.6 per metre) because the walk through Meadsgarden is much longer (1.5 per metre). As always
the lowest count (18) and lowest number of species (4) was the section along Hampden Road, appropriately
numbered as section 13 as it is the most likely place to be run over.

Species accounts
As always the most numerous species was Meadow Brown with 804, this species dominating the totals for high
summer (July onwards), although not as much as in many other years (see table) because of the cooler weather
after the first week of August. As in 2011 we had an unusually early sighting of one individual on 3 June but it
did not become dominant on transect until 8 July.

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Meadow brown % of total 54.5% 39.6% 50.1% 37.9% 30.9% 33.9% 57.6% 34.3%
Numbers of meadow brown 1,739 289 665 766 700 570 581 808
Numbers of other species 1,452 441 662 1,254 1,563 1,109 427 1,545

Our second most numerous species (up from third last year) was the Ringlet with 361, its best showing ever by
far (annual average 119 for 2006-2012), which makes it our Butterfly of the Year for most improved
performance. Large White also had its best year ever, up one place to third with 325. All the whites had a
disastrous year in 2012, so this is quite a comeback. The Small and Green-veined Whites also rebounded,
almost equalling their best performance ever. Hedge Brown (Gatekeeper) came next with an above-average
number but well below last year's second place.

It was also the best year so far for Small Tortoiseshell, whose numbers have recently been decimated
by disease. Fortunately, it looks to be recovering, both from our transect figures and national ones. Despite
the bad spring (which may explain the lack of sightings of Duke of Burgundy) we did pick up one Green
Hairstreak in June, a species that is constant at the Picnic Site but too scarce to be picked up regularly on
transect. We saw no other hairstreaks or fritillaries on the transect this year, even though Dark Green and
Silver-washed Fritillaries were reported several times from gardens and were apparently doing quite well.
Brimstones also had a low number on transect, whereas my impression in general was that there were a lot
around. Holly Blue is a species well-known for marked fluctuations from year to year because of the cyclical
effects of a prevalent parasite; with no sightings on transect this year we seem to be at the bottom of a
trough, but numbers should pick up again in the future. Although immigrants like the Red Admiral and Painted
Lady were scarce this year (a late influx of red admirals in October was missed by transect), we got our first
ever Clouded Yellow on transect when I came across a very battered specimen at the Picnic Site. This was all
the more surprising as we did not get any other reports of this immigrant in 2013.
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