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 The Conservation Group for the Prestwood and Kingshill Area 

 

NEWSLETTER 21 

January 2010 
LIVING TAPESTRY SPECIAL EDITION 

Chair’s Column 
Hello everyone.  It’s a dull day (December 15th) with a chance of snow showers.  Winter has arrived.  I’ve just been 

out for a long country walk.  There are plenty of Redwings and Fieldfares about.  I also saw a large flock of linnets 

flitting between the trees in the fields at the back of The Polecat.  A healthy looking fox stopped and took a good 

look at me in the copse behind Little Kingshill Baptist Church.  

I hope you had a good autumn. PN work parties certainly did. The new Wildlife Garden is coming on apace. 

More trees have been planted at Kiln Common Orchard. Boug’s Meadow has a splendid new fence and a large sackful 

of wild flower/grass seed sown on it. Sheepwash has had a good tidy up and Angling Spring Wood has been the 

scene of a major holly clearance exercise. Well done all concerned. 

The AGM went very well. Great turkey again (thank you Virginia). There was a good turnout for an 

enjoyable evening and our introduction to the Living Tapestry. We saw some wonderful wildlife photographs 

displayed by local people.  The elections gave us two new Council members, Sue Graham and David Cann. Welcome 

aboard. We also passed a resolution to increase the annual family membership fee from £5 to £8. This necessary 

increase was not made without a lot of thought and debate by The Council. We promise to spend your money wisely! 

It’s been a very busy and successful year for the society. This success was epitomised by the receipt of 

several important project grants and in the award of Certificates to three of our members (Tony Marshall, Steven 

Evans and George Lewis) at the Chiltern District Council Community Awards Event at the beginning of this month. 

Congratulations all three! 

So, 2010 beckons, full of activities for all.  I hope to see you at some of them. Thank you for your support 

in 2009.  Happy wildlife hunting.          John Obee 
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From the Editor 

This edition of the newsletter celebrates the 
arrival of the new decade, the UN International 

Year of Biodiversity, and the launch of 

Prestwood Nature’s Living Tapestry plan.  Please 

let us hear what you think of our new plan and 

how you might like to be involved. It is your 

landscape, your environment, your sphere of 

influence.  What will you do? 
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A Living Tapestry: widening our 

influence 
Conservation used to be simple: find something rare, 

put a fence round it and a KEEP OUT sign. But it 

didn’t always work. Often it died out anyway. 

 Now conservationists understand that one 

has to do much more. Nothing stands alone, every 

species is part of a community, and each community 

spreads over a much wider area than a single reserve. 

One cannot keep people out – we are a part of the 

landscape as much as the commas and the cowslips. 

Moreover, we need to work the land to survive - it 

cannot just be there for badgers and bees. Every 

space in our countryside is a product of man’s 

activity, now or in the past, whether a hedge, a beech 

wood, an arable field, an orchard or a pasture. What 

appear to be us to be natural communities are really 

communities of plants and creatures that have 

managed to adapt to the changes we have wrought. 

 So if we want to manage our countryside for 

wildlife we have to understand how it can fit in with 

our economic activities. Every “site” is part of a large 

pattern of varied land-uses and ecological 

communities, the “living tapestry” that forms our 

unique landscape of the Chilterns. 

 With the help of funding from the Esmée 

Fairbairn Foundation, we have organised these ideas 

into a new plan for landscape-wide conservation. This 

“Living Tapestry” plan was presented at our Annual 

Meeting on 3 November. Copies of the paper are 

available from Chris Bartlett and it will shortly be on 

our website. 

 The way forward, we think, is to work as 

much with people as with animals and plants. The 

quality of our landscape for nature depends on every 

landowner (from those with just a back garden to 

large farmers) making room for wildlife. It is not just 

a matter of fields and woods; just as important are 

the linking habitats like hedges, road verges, 

unsprayed field margins, and rivers that, if well 

managed, allow species to spread around the 

landscape, adapting to changes in land-use and 

climate. Avoiding harmful chemicals in our gardens is 

as great a contribution to conservation as a whole 

string of reserves. 

 We have also identified two “natural 

corridors” in this area of particular importance for 

wildlife. One is the Misbourne valley, with its rare 

chalk stream, the other the dry valley of Hampden 

Road, and parallel valleys to the west, linking the 

ancient woodlands of the Hampden Estate to a string 

of chalk grasslands, some of them already recognised 

as nature reserves or County Wildlife Sites. Both of 

these corridors are recognised in the South-East 

Regional and County Biodiversity Action Plans as 

priority areas for conservation. Our aim is to link up 

all these sites through sympathetic management by 

all the different intervening landowners, so that the 

countryside remains economically viable but also 

forms part of a thriving natural community. We are 

already increasingly working with many landowners in 

both these areas. Whatever a landowner’s primary 

purpose for their land, it is always possible for space 

and opportunity to be created for wildlife and linking 

natural habitats, as the Environmental Stewardship 

schemes have shown for farmland. 

(The full version of the Living Tapestry plan will be on 
the website soon.) 
 

 
 

The Living Tapestry: a personal view 
(A full version of this article will be on the PN 
website shortly.) 
Tapestries are about threads and patterns, colours 

and diversity, interdependence and inter-

connectedness. Pull a thread in Buckinghamshire and 

it could have repercussions in China! The tapestry 

image is a colourful way to see the value of diversity, 

understand the way all life connects and where human 

beings really fit in.  Ecology is about the inter-

relationship of all living things, which immediately 

puts us in the tapestry, an integral part of it.  

There’s a story told of a meeting between an 

indigenous community in British Columbia and some 

government officials. The officials claimed the land 

for the government. The representatives of the 

indigenous community were astonished by the claim. 

They couldn’t understand what these newcomers 

were talking about. Finally one of the elders put what 

was bothering them in the form of a question: ‘If this 

is your land’ he asked ‘where are your stories?’ 

Poetry, stories, music belong to an area of 

knowledge that is different from that of scientists. 

It’s about valuing and holding on to wisdom practised 

for generations, about the history of the use and 

ownership of land, the food grown locally and why, 

being sympathetic towards local quirks and 

distinctiveness. We need opportunities and 

encouragement to express what our place means to 
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us. We do this through legends, myths, stories, 

paintings, poems, songs associated with particular 

natural features, especially trees and orchards, paths 

and ponds. We do it also in names, like the Myosotis 
from which Missenden was probably derived, or the 

King’s Beech which once stood at Hampden Bottom. 

Stories are part of the tapestry, part of a 

web of understanding between people and the land, 

people and their histories. Just think about the basis 

of fairy stories: the trees, hills, plants and animals.  

Perhaps this is all about reaching towards 

something or somewhere beyond or beneath 

landscape and scenery to where the land might 

reflect back to us our purpose and our belonging, our 

needs and our longings – a subtle mixture of nature 

and culture. That’s what poets like John Clare, 

William Wordsworth, Alice Oswald and many, others 

have said and are still saying. The “Living Tapestry” 

gives each one of us a context in which to make a 

difference and connect.  Joy Mead 

 

Gardens: Part of the Living Tapestry 
With Sue’s Demonstration Wildlife Garden finally 

getting off the ground (perhaps not an apt 

metaphor!), it is a good time to reinforce the 

message that our gardens collectively constitute a 

significant wildlife resource and a link with the wider 

countryside. If you want to increase the 

environmental value of your own plot, here are a few 

things you can do: 

Introduce more native species. There are 

many exotic plants available these days and gardens 

are a good place to enjoy them, but leave room too 

for native plants that are sometimes just as 

attractive. These could be perennial species in long 

grass areas mown only once or twice a year (e.g. 

meadow cranesbill), species adapted to short grass 

(e.g. birdsfoot trefoil), woodland-origin plants that 

like shady areas (e.g. foxglove), or annuals in ground 

that is dug up every year. The latter are particularly 

endangered in the wild and rarely occur in gardens, 

although they are particularly suited there, as long as 

one can overcome prejudices against “weeds” (some 

are showy like poppies, others like fluellen have to be 

appreciated up close for the miniature gems they 

are). A list of native species relevant to this area and 

different types of situation can be obtained from 

ecorocker@gmail.com or from Tony Marshall.  

Build a new pond or enlarge an existing one 

(and do not stock it with fish). Gardens are now the 

main source of aquatic habitat for amphibians and 

many special invertebrates including dragonflies. 

Avoid using chemicals, especially slug pellets. 

Unless you are after show-quality vegetables and 

flowers, nature’s own checks and balances are by far 

the best way of maintaining habitat and ensuring 

biodiversity. Buglife (the Invertebrate Conservation 

Trust) is calling for a ban on a new group of 

pesticides known as neonicotinoids (e.g. imidacloprid), 

used to coat seeds and treat potted plants. They 

spread throughout the plant, contaminating pollen and 

nectar, thus harming bees and other pollinating 

insects. They are suspected of being the cause of the 

current decline in bee populations. They also survive 

for several years in soil and eventually contaminate 

rivers, causing deformities in aquatic life. 

Mow lawns less often – don’t get hung up on 

the colour-supplement ideal of perfect bowling 

greens, because you won’t achieve them anyway 

without an incredible amount of work, and they are 

deserts as far as wildlife is concerned. So only mow 

every 3 or 4 weeks and enjoy the flowers that begin 

to share the green space (think “grasslands” not 
“lawns”). If you’ve got room make a long-grass area 

which is only mown after the flowers have finished 

(anywhere from late July to September according to 

what you establish there) and maybe once or twice 

over autumn and winter if it is good growing weather. 

Here you can enjoy masses of cowslips, cuckooflowers 

and ox-eye daisies. By avoiding fungicides and 

fertiliser I have in 20 years seen one area of such 

grass accrete new species naturally every year, 

including in 2009 my first orchid and parrot waxcaps. 

I did not have to sow a thing. It may not look like a 

garden catalogue but it is vastly more interesting! 

Grow hyacinths for early bees & butterflies 
– insects are appearing earlier as the climate shifts 

and often cannot find the flowers they need. In the 

autumn plant bulbs of hyacinths – the blue strong-

scented varieties are best.  These will brighten the 

garden in late winter for both you and the wildlife. 

Leave a bit of vegetable clutter. Find an 

inconspicuous corner for a pile of logs or a compost-

heap. These are essential habitats for slow-worms, 

grass-snakes, overwintering hedgehogs, and many 

other creatures. Slow-worms are better at 

controlling slugs than are pellets, because they last 

longer and are selective, particularly liking the little 

grey ones than cause the most damage to plants, and 

leaving many of the “good” slugs that just eat up all 

the rotten detritus around the garden. You might 

think that slow-worms were created just for 

gardeners. 

Tony Marshall 
 

[NB An article on PN’s Garden Wildlife Survey has 

been published in the current issue of British 
Wildlife, including photos of two members’ gardens.] 
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Members’ News 

Last time we ended with a harbinger of autumn with 

some fungus observations, but in fact they were 

rather slow in coming with mild and very wet weather, 

so that it was not until the middle of November and 

right up to the middle of December that we really 

saw a lot of toadstools, of which the very large 

Trooping funnel was abundant and conspicuous. 

 However September started with a remnant 

of summer - Clouded yellow butterflies seen by John 

Obee amongst a clover crop in a field beside Peterley 

Avenue, where he regularly sees these summer 

immigrants. This was followed by a Toad seen by 

Marilyn Fletcher in Trafford Road, Great Missenden, 

30-40 Yellow wagtails in Chris Hoskins’s garden, and 

a Hummingbird hawkmoth along Heath End Road, 

Kingshill (Ian Smith). The mild weather allowed us to 

continue plant surveys at several sites, including a 

complete listing for the Picnic Site, which has not 

been fully surveyed for nearly 20 years – a job that 

will last into next summer. The two notable species 

we found by diligent search were Imperforate 
StJohn’s-wort at its only local site, where we thought 

that it had disappeared, but it is still hanging on as 

non-flowering plants, and Lesser meadow-rue which I 

had recorded long ago but failed to re-find until this 

year. We are not sure whether the latter plant is 

native here or not (it is sometimes grown in gardens 

and can escape), but its situation looks quite genuine, 

so it needs to be protected. If it is native here, it is 

probably the only Bucks site, although it is known 

from the far north Chilterns. We also surveyed 

(along with George Lewis) a new site, Hatches Bank, 

where we expect to start having work-parties in 

2010, as invading trees and scrub are spoiling the 

chalk grassland flora, which is comparable in its 

importance to the Picnic Site, including a large colony 

of Chiltern gentians, mixed, as at the Picnic Site, 

with the smaller Autumn gentian, and the hybrid 

between the two. There are also Small scabious, 
Large wild thyme and Harebell, none of which have 

been seen at the Picnic Site for a long while. We also 

found Rock-rose at a new site near Cobblershill, along 

with more interesting chalk grassland flowers 

including small scabious and Common wild thyme. 

 October began with a young Grass snake at 

Boug’s Meadow (John Obee) scouting out our 

improvements, Violet helleborine in Cockshoots Wood 

(Val Marshall), and on the 14th, while looking around 

the CE School in Great Missenden to advise on 

environmental projects, I spotted an unusual alien 

plant Indehiscent amaranth, later confirmed by the 

County Botanical Recorder, the first time it had been 

seen in the county. It has also been called “Factory 

weed” because of its abundance around a particular 

sugar-beet factory in Norfolk! Seed may have come 

in with bird food or with a wildflower mixture sown 

nearby. 18th October brought two more important 

first records for our area. Val found a striking large 

bright blue long-tailed insect on Greenside in 

Prestwood, which was a Lesser Horntail. It uses the 

“tail”, actually an ovipositor, to pierce the bark of 

pines and lay its eggs well inside the wood. On the 

same day, at the Apple Day celebrations at Collings 

Hanger Farm, Joy Mead found a Beaded chestnut 
moth in the old orchard, a national Biodiversity 

Action Plan species. 

 In November it was pretty much fungi all the 

way after Chris Bartlett recorded a Yellow-line 
quaker moth in his garden on the 7th, as the following 

day there were reports of Lilac fibrecap from Ian 

Taylor at Long Row and Verdigris agaric from Fiona 

Grant at Hampden Bottom Farm. This year seems to 

have been a good one for this striking deep green 

fungus with a sticky cap. Another unusual green 

toadstool, the Parrot waxcap, appeared on my lawn 

for the first time on the 17th, after Patricia 

Strugnall reported Shaggy scalycap from Trafford 

Road (a toadstool to go with the earlier toad!) on the 

13th. The annual fungus foray at Angling Spring Wood 

on the 15th was not exceptional, this autumn being 

poor for woodland fungi, but we did have first 

records for Yellowing oysterling on rotting logs 

(virtually the first fungus we saw), Fleecy fibrecap, 
the milkcap Lactarius rubrocinctus, and Psathyrella 
obtusata, all adding to the already impressive list for 

this ancient woodland. I was alerted by Angela 

DeMuynck that there was a good-looking display of 

fungi on the cricket-pitch at Hampden Common, so 

Val and I quickly visited there on the 24th, recording 

11 different waxcaps (making it of regional 

importance as ancient grassland), first records for 

this area of Heath waxcap, Goblet waxcap, Dewdrop 
dapperling and Psilocybe inquilinus, and second 

records for Moor club and Slimy waxcap. The last 

two had both been recorded only at Holy Trinity 

churchyard, which has 16 different waxcap species 

(site of national importance), which had a relatively 

poor show of fungi this year, although I found 5 

different waxcaps there on 11th December, with the 

celebrated Pink waxcap having appeared earlier in the 

autumn. On 13th December, while we were clearing 

scrub at another new site, Little Stocking Meadow, 

Ian Taylor found the small but brightly-coloured 

Glutinous waxcap. 
 When collecting fungi I also look out for 

beetles that inhabit them and their surrounds. In 

this way I found Tetratoma fungorum in fungus on a 
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tree in Abbey Park, Philonthus decorus, Stenus 
brunnipes (both rove beetles) and Smicrus filicornis 
(a small “featherwing beetle”) among fungi in Holy 

Trinity churchyard. Other yummy habitats for 

invertebrates are animal carcases (first record of 

the burying beetle Catops nigrita from a dead rabbit 

in Great Missenden churchyard on 19th November) 

and deserted birds’ nests (two different spiders and 

two different fleas – all first records – from the 

blue-tit nest-box at the Sheepwash). 

 For the squeamish, to end on a more 

comfortable note (stop itching!), George Lewis saw a 

Woodcock at Longfield Wood on 30th November(an 

excellent record this) and Chris Jolly saw a Great 
Spotted Woodpecker in her garden for the first time 

on 1st December. 

 Thank you everyone who submitted records – 

they all go in our ever-growing database, even if they 

do not all manage to squeeze into this column, the 

competition, as one can see from the above, being 

very fierce!  Anyone with a mention can therefore 

award themselves an Expert Wildlife Spotter badge. 

Good luck over Christmas (look out for beetles on 

mistletoe – they are not found anywhere else!). 

Tony Marshall 

 
 

Other News 
 

PN Website Returns 
Our new website proved very popular and was getting 

a lot of “hits” and praise. Unfortunately it was 

hacked by someone who gets enjoyment out of this 

sort of virtual vandalism. It was not only taken down, 

but it was thoroughly tampered with, so repair took a 

long time. This has happened to a number of other 

environmental websites and the personal websites of 

well-known environmentalists, and seems to be part 

of a concerted campaign by anti-green parties in the 

run-up to the Copenhagen conference. Meanwhile we 

hope you were not too inconvenienced and we are glad 

to announce that the site is now back on line, and we 

shall be updating several sections over the coming 

weeks. Our thanks to Souhil and Sarah Benammour 

for all the free time they have put into this (twice!). 

 

New Campaign to Rescue Benefits of 

Set-Aside 
A new campaign by farming and environmental 

organisations was launched in November, with 

government support, to encourage farmers to develop 

initiatives to replace the former set-aside that was 

rescinded by the EU. Set-aside was an immensely 

valuable resource for wildlife and similar measures 

can still be funded under Environmental Stewardship. 

The campaign has not made many waves yet, even 

among farmers, but regional organisations are being 

formed to take it forward. Rumour has it that our 

own Ian Waller is involved! The encouragement of 

farmers to take measures to encourage wildlife 

alongside their economic production is fully in line 

with PN’s Living Tapestry, which depends on working 

with landlords to extend the benefits of conservation 

beyond a few “reserves”. 

 The campaign has three main themes: 

Resource protection Protecting water and soil by, for 

instance, buffer strips along watercourses to prevent 

run-off (pollution of rivers by excess fertiliser and 

chemicals is the major cause of low water quality 

these days), and prevention of flooding and erosion. 

Farmland birds Providing seed-food crops, in-field 

plots for nesting skylarks and lapwings, and 

conservation headlands rich in flowers for insect-

foraging. 

Farm wildlife Creating a wide variety of wildlife 

habitats such as flower-rich grassland, cultivated 

field margins for arable annuals (the plight of plants 

specially adapted to cultivated ground is even more 

serious, although less publicised, than the decline in 

farmland birds), conservation margins, and ponds. 

See www.cfeonline.org.uk 

 

 

How Are Our Mammals Faring? 
The latest report from the Tracking Mammals 

Partnership “UK Mammals Update 2008” 

(www.jncc.gov.uk/page-4316) indicates that of 35 

terrestrial mammals 16 have increasing populations, 

11 have stable populations, 6 are declining, and in two 

cases the best evidence is that we don’t know! 

Unfortunately, a quarter of the increasing 

populations are non-natives which may cause problems 

for native species (common rat, grey squirrel, sika 

deer and muntjac). Declining populations are 

Hedgehog (45% reduction in last 25 years continued 

with 27% in last ten), Rabbit (around 30% decline in 

last ten years after an increase in previous 15), 

Mountain Hare, Water Vole (long-tern trend 

continues despite some local successes), Hazel 
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Dormouse (27% down in last 10 years), and Mink 

(continuing decline in last 25 years, presumably 

because of efforts to eradicate it). Badger 

populations are increasing significantly, for foxes the 

trend is unclear (conflicting evidence from different 

studies) and polecats are more or less stable but 

increasing their range (populations have certainly 

increased in our area). 

 

 

 
 

Beech Nuts 
I was talking to a villager who has lived or visited his 

granny in Great Missenden all his life. He is now in his 

70's I should think. He recalls eating beech nuts 

"little triangular things in beech mast" he called it - 

after peeling the tough coat off the nut/seed. He 

described them as delicious and sweet, but fiddly. He 

said the children regularly ate them. 

I found on Wikipedia: 

"The fruit of the beech, also called "Beechnuts" and 

"mast", are found in the small burrs that drop from 

tree in autumn. They are small and triangular, are 

edible, have a sweet taste and are highly nutritious (~ 

20% protein and also ~ 20% oil content). Traditionally 

beech woods were highly valued in western Europe 

for the grazing of pigs, which fed on fallen beech 

mast. However, they do contain organic substances 

which are slightly toxic (it has been reported that 

eating approx. 50 nuts may make you ill) so that they 

should not be eaten in larger quantities. The oil 

pressed from them does not have this effect any 

more. It was in common use in Europe in times of 

abundant labour but scarce food sources, such as in 

Germany in the years immediately after World War 

II; people would go into the woods and collect 

beechnuts, then swap them for oil at small private or 

community-owned oil mills; the mill would keep and 

sell a certain percentage to cover its operating costs. 

As collecting beechnuts is time-consuming work, use 

of the oil dropped sharply when mass-produced oils 

became more available again. 

More info: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beech 

            Marilyn Fletcher 

Activities Reports 
 

PN Ladybird Survey 2009 Results 
Four members took part in this survey, one covering 

two sites – her garden and a neighbouring meadow, 

and the rest just their gardens. Few ladybirds were 

seen in the first part of the year. The poor year in 

2008 meant that there were few 7-spots over-

wintering and we had to wait for them to mate and 

produce a new generation before they were seen with 

any frequency from July through September, with 

just one record in October. It showed that just a 

few adults from one year can quickly multiply the 

following year and start re-establishing a good 

population. Harlequins started to be more evident a 

bit earlier, in May, and were seen right through to 

November, helped probably by their ability to 

produce more than one generation a year. Christine 

Hoskins thought they had 3 generations over the 

summer in her garden. Other “common” ladybirds 

were still seen very rarely.  

August, with five different species, was the 

most abundant month and this was also reflected in 

the fortnightly counts where, excluding one member, 

numbers peaked in the last fortnight of July and the 

first fortnight of August. The other member, who 

surveyed the meadow as well as the garden, reported 

very large numbers in June and early July, exhibiting 

a quite different pattern. Both 7-spot and harlequin 

were involved, so the meaning of this exception is not 

clear. Only when we have more data for further 

years may we be able to make sense of the unusual 

situation in this one garden. One possibility is that 

ladybirds are concentrating at certain breeding sites, 

so that new adults are first seen there and later 

disperse. There are features of the garden that 

might indicate it is particularly good for breeding, 

being very warm and sheltered with many different 

habitats. 

For most sites (3 gardens and the meadow), 

7-spots well out-numbered harlequins, comprising 81% 

to 100% of the total of both seen. The other garden 

was again exceptional, with 7-spots being 

outnumbered by harlequins 3 to 1. 

We only have one previous year with which to 

compare but the conclusions are clear: we have our 

ladybirds back (at least the 7-spots), and the 

harlequin is still around, though not quite so dominant 

as one might have expected    
Tony Marshall   
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Prestwood Nature Butterfly Transect 2009 
(The full report will soon be available on our website.) 
This was the 4th year of our butterfly transect. 14 

members took part: David Page, Peter Daltry, Sue 

Devlin, Christine Hoskins, Gaye Pickard, Ian Taylor, 

Angela deMuynck, Sue Davis, Virginia Deradour, 

Vanessa Rickett, Jill McVean, Lesley Stoner, George 

Lewis, Sue Graham and Chris Bartlett.  

In total 1,826 butterflies of 24 species were 

counted. This compared with 1,322 (22 species) in 

2008, 1,078 (22 species) in 2007 and 3,178 (25 

species) in 2006. Once again the Meadow Brown was 

the most abundant butterfly, but accounted for only 

40% of the total compared with 45% to 55% in 

previous years. The second most abundant was the 

Ringlet with 10% of the total, followed by the Large 

White (8%), the Small White/Green-veined White 

(8%) and the Gatekeeper (6%).  Only one Holly Blue 

was seen, markedly below previous years. Two each of 

the Dingy skipper and Brown Argus were seen, both 

only ever recorded in very low numbers or not at all. 

Only four Red Admirals were recorded, lower than 

for previous years, and the trend for this species 

appears to be down. Ten Painted Ladies were counted, 

an incredibly low number considering the millions in 

the country! This probably reflects the infrequency 

of nectar-bearing flowers in the general countryside 

compared to gardens. Most butterflies have remained 

reasonably stable over the four years of the 

transect, but Ringlet, Common Blue and Speckled 

Wood appear to be on the increase. Small 

Tortoiseshell increased very slightly this year.  

The large numbers of a few species, namely 

Meadow Brown, Large White, Gatekeeper, Ringlet, 

Small/Green Veined White, Common Blue and 

Speckled Wood tend to obscure the true picture 

regarding the abundance of butterflies, as these 

eight species account for 84% of all records. This 

means that the remaining 16 species in 2009 only 

comprised 16% of the total counts. These are the 

species we need to look at when trying to improve 

habitats. 

 If anyone wishes to join the transect team in 

2010 please contact me.  

Chris Bartlett 

PN involved in National Orchard Survey 
Last year Orchards were included in the national 
Biodiversity Action Plan list of Priority Habitats for 

the first time. Old orchards are associated with a 

special community of wildlife, including some 

nationally rare species, of which the most notable is 

the “Noble Chafer”, a bright green beetle that 

spends most of its life as a grub in cavities of old 

fruit trees. Natural England is responsible for the 

BAP and its first action in this case was to 

commission a nationwide survey of where orchards 

are and what state they are in. This project, with 

funding from the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, is 

being carried out by the People’s Trust for 

Endangered Species (PTES). They have made initial 

maps of where they think orchards are, using current 

maps and aerial photos. (Their definition of an 

orchard is quite minimal – any five fruit species 

within 20m of each other.) These all now have to be 

surveyed on the ground by local groups and Prestwood 

Nature was quick to offer its services for our area, 

as this is an area of work where we have already been 

active. We already work with owners of two of the 

main traditional orchards and, of course, have set up 

our own community orchard. 

 There are essentially two surveys to complete 

for 80 potential sites. The first survey is very simple 

and involves visiting all the sites identified and 

checking that they are still orchards and recording a 

few basic facts about them, visible from land outside 

the orchard itself. The second survey involves 

contacting the landowners of all the orchards and 

carrying out an on-site survey that is more detailed, 

although it does not involve any special prior 

knowledge. We would welcome the help of any 

member who would like to help with either or both of 

these surveys – the numbers surveyed depending on 

how much time each volunteer has. We aim to 

complete this work over the coming year. 

See also www.ptes.org/orchards 

Contact: Tony Marshall 
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Project News 
Pond Restoration – Kiln Corner pond We have 

postponed work on this pond for the present due to 

the water level being too high to do the digging out. 

Pond Surveys Holly Bennett, daughter of PN 

member Sylvia Bennett, will probably take over these 

surveys, for which we have some funding, next year. 

White-letter hairstreak The GM Parish Church 

PCC & Chiltern District Council have agreed that we 

can go ahead with the proposed work, and new 

member Robert Lewis has agreed to lead the project. 

Flower meadow at Buryfields Great Missenden 

Parish Council has donated about £200 for seed to 

establish a flower meadow on part of Buryfields.  

Sheepwash pond In November with the help of 

Sylvia Bennett, the inaugural meeting of “Friends of 

Sheepwash”, was held. At the meeting the general 

condition was accepted that the pond is for the 

benefit of flora and fauna and that all activities 

would be to promote and conserve the pond for this 

purpose. Fiona Grant agreed to produce work guides 

and to highlight points of interest to be added to the 

notice board on a regular basis. The work party on 29 

November was well attended with 14 volunteers. The 

main tasks were cutting back holly and sycamore 

saplings, removing some of the dock seed-heads and 

general tidying up on the site. A bat box donated by 

Paul Moore was put up on the north side of an oak 

tree.  
Great Missenden C of E School and Great 

Missenden Parish Church We advised on a new 

conservation area in the school grounds. We are also 

seeking to bring a piece of land, owned by the County 

Council between the school and the Church, into 

positive management, which fits in well with the 

Living Tapestry. We are also advising on management 

of the grass area around the Church where the 

number of species found has decreased by 50% in 

twenty years. 

Kiln Common Orchard Another 19 trees have been 

planted this year, and we await delivery of two more. 

The British Legion is making the new plaques for us, 

after the loss of our previous supplier, and we think 

they look very neat. 
Prestwood Lodge School We have received a 

request to advise on how the school could maintain its 

grounds in a wildlife-friendly way.  
Boug’s Meadow A new work programme has begun 

with funding from CDC and the Chiltern Conservation 

Board. A work party on 8th November was attended 

by 11 members. The bulk of the meadow area was 

scarified and wild flower seed scattered. The area 

was then trodden to get as much seed down into the 

soil as possible. A new fence was erected beside the 

car park on December 6th. A further work party is 

planned for January 10th at which we hope to plant a 

hedge inside the fence. John Obee is looking into the 

purchase of a bench.  

Angling Spring Wood An employee-volunteering 

group from Marlow, led by Sue Graham, worked all 

day in Angling Spring Wood on December 3, removing 

low-growth scrub holly and brambles, and litter-

picking in the area alongside Martinsend Lane.  

Wildlife garden There have been two work parties 

and the garden now has its basic structure in place. 

The layout was drawn up in consultation with a garden 

designer. Before the first work party Sue Devlin 

marked out the garden with paint, moved what we 

wanted from the old site at Sprinters, and begged 

some old palettes from her work place. On 11 

October we stripped turf from the beds, piled it 

neatly into a turf stack, laid weed suppressant fabric, 

constructed the compost bins, neatly stacked the 

materials, and marked out the site with posts. It was 

very hard work and Sue was very grateful to the 7 

other people who turned out on the day. Subsequently 

some digging of the flower beds was done during 

some spare time after an orchard work party, which 

was extremely hard work! Luckily a few weeks of rain 

made this job much easier to do during the 22 

November work party, and the extremely hardy 

foursome who joined Sue on that day got the job 

done in an hour before surrendering to the torrential 

rain. 

 
People are already starting to offer plants, and Sue 
would welcome any suitable plant donations from 
members before the 7th March work party. She has 

kindly donated about £70 of her own money to this 

project, and deserves all the help we can give her for 

her dedication and motivational skills. Sue is 

collecting a group of volunteers to look after the 

garden on a regular basis, and has spoken to Gaye 

about the possibility of a WATCH event at the 

garden in the spring/summer. She feels the hardest 

work has now been done, and nicer jobs are on the 

cards next year! See Diary of Events for this year’s 

work-parties.  
Hedges and Trees Survey A training session was 

held in October on both tree measuring and hedge 

surveying. Vanessa Rickett has taken over the 

databases from Tony Marshall and is gamely trying to 

sort them out.        Chris Bartlett 
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PHOTO PAGE 
(see members’ news, page 4) 
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Grass snake Photo Peter Ross 
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Identification problems? 
Ever find something unfamiliar and cannot work out 

what it is?  I am often asked what sources I would 

recommend for various types of plants and animals. I 

have prepared a single sheet list of web and book 

resources that I think are useful for different 

classes of wildlife. I will put it up on the website 

shortly, but you can also get a hard or e-mail copy 

directly from me. I am also willing to help anyone 

identify any plant or creature they are curious about. 

Tony Marshall 
 

Two Great Contributions 
At the last AGM two Council members ‘stood down’ at 

the meeting after completing their maximum 6 years 

(in any one post) as Trustees. 

Tony Marshall completed his time as 

Prestwood Nature Secretary and is now taking a 

sabbatical.  He is busy writing two books.  In 2003 

Tony was the prime motivation behind the setting up 

of the Society.  The once small local group has since 

evolved into a registered charity and a recognised 

‘force for nature’ in the mid –Chilterns.  Much of this 

is down to Tony’s tireless voluntary efforts.  His 

knowledge and expertise in Natural History and 

selfless dedication of time and effort are to be 

admired.  He is a much respected and recognised 

leader in his field, both by experts and enthusiastic 

amateurs.  Even though he is now taking a well earned 

rest from Council duties he will continue to be the 

focus of PN wildlife recording/database management 

and be part of our essential link with several like-

minded organisations and the media.  Some of his 

secretarial duties will now be carried out by our new 

Secretary, Lesley Stoner.  The remainder forms part 

of the job of Chris Bartlett, our Project Co-

ordinator.  We wish Tony all the best with his writing 

endeavours and thank him profoundly for his 

inspiration and work in making PN what it is today. 

Gaye Pickard completed her time on the 

Council but will continue to carry out her wonderful 

work of leading our activities with young children 

(WATCH).  Ably supported by her close friend Lesley 

Stoner she has spent the past 6 years helping 

children to enjoy and understand nature.  At farms, 

in fields, at the library, on the banks of rivers and 

ponds and in the woods they have had a whale of a 

time watching, listening, creating, dipping, drawing, 

kicking up leaves and generally enjoying themselves.  

Long may it continue!  It’s the children that receive 

the benefit of Gaye and Lesley’s work but as adults 

and parents we can but stand back and admire their 

work. Thank you both.  We look forward to more of 

the same.    John Obee 

Harlequin Update 
The harlequin ladybird has become one of the 

fastest-spreading non-native insects in Britain and 

Europe. It got from Kent to the Orkneys in just four 

years! They are conspicuous, colourful, fascinating in 

their pattern and colour variations, and can be 

enjoyed in themselves, but their impact on other 

invertebrates that form their prey, or compete with 

them for the same prey, could be massive. It is 

estimated that over 1,000 native species may be 

negatively affected. Large infestations can damage 

crops and cause considerable nuisance invading 

houses in the autumn. 

 They are almost certainly here to stay, so 

scientists are searching for ways in which they can 

be controlled. Insecticides have many undesirable 

side-effects, so emphasis in research is being placed 

on biological controls. Part of the harlequin’s success 

has been that it has moved to new territory where 

the usual natural pathogens do not exist. Moreover, 

commercial culturing of harlequins as an aphid control 

agent has selected for resistance to the fungus 

Beauveria bassiana which is the major source of 

ladybird mortality in the wild. Release of this strain 

is probably the reason for the problems we have – an 

object lesson for those who cavalierly advocate 

genetic modification as a solution to agricultural 

problems: the ladybirds introduced to eat the aphids 

on crops are now destroying the crops themselves! 

We do not need science-fiction; we create our own 

alien monsters in reality. 

 We might be as well to leave control to 

nature herself. When first introduced certain 

parasitic flies (phorids) that kill many ladybirds did 

not seem to recognise this new prey. But there is now 

evidence that phorids are beginning to prey on 

harlequins. Natural adaptation of this sort can move 

somewhat slowly, however, and there is still scope for 

human intervention before too much damage is 

caused. A likely candidate seems to be a sexually 

transmitted mite Coccipolipus hippodamiae. This mite 

makes female ladybirds sterile. It is present on the 

continent but not in Britain. This is because the 

climate here only allows for one ladybird generation a 

year and the mite can only get transmitted between 

generations if there are two generations around at 

the same time. The harlequin, however, does have 

more than one generation a year in Britain, so if this 

mite can be introduced it will be unable to become 

established among native ladybirds (unless of course 

the climate changes so that they start mating more 

than once a year!), but it could become established as 

a predator of the harlequin.  Tony Marshall 
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Volunteer Jobs Available 
A local conservation group like ours is only as strong 

as the effort put in by its members. We are lucky 

that most members are already contributing 

significantly, but not everyone can contribute to the 

regular work-parties or has much time to devote. 

Fortunately we have a variety of jobs that should suit 

most members, varying in the time involved and the 

type of work. Most of them can be shared, so that 

time-commitments can be further reduced. We 

already rely on voluntary help to run the butterfly 

and glow-worm transects and the ladybird survey; sit 

on the Council; search historical records for 

information on past land-use; lead the main active 

projects; survey ponds, hedges, old trees and birds; 

administer the website; run children’s activities; etc. 

Get in touch with admin@prestwoodnature.co.uk if 

you would like to help with any of the following (or in 

any other way). 

Orchard survey (quick, easy, no prior knowledge 

needed) – see separate item on this new task 

Land registration – taking on the bureaucratic 

process of registering unused parcels of land as 

common land (essentially desk work) 

Schools liaison – someone with experience of 

education who is willing to learn more about how 

schools can help wildlife and to liaise with schools in 

our area 

Publicity – someone to lead our efforts to 

communicate beyond members to residents generally 

Tools manager – someone willing to inspect our tools 

every 6 months and make sure they are in good 

condition and where necessary organise repairs 

Landowner liaison – someone to help talk to people 

who own land where we think some advice on how they 

can help wildlife would be useful (would involve 

learning something about basic conservation 

techniques) 

Land surveys – help to complete our map of current 

land use by visiting those spaces that we have not yet 

filled in (simple task that involves classification into 

grassland, cultivated, orchard, woodland, etc) 

Specialist surveys – people with knowledge of 

particular groups of species who can survey 

particular sites for us. 

Project support – people who help the Leaders that 

organise specific projects (usually small practical 

tasks) – see following article. 

 

Letters to the Editor 
Following Tony Marshall’s article in the last 

newsletter I have had the following replies: 
From Marilyn Fletcher You ask about members’ views 
on squirrel control. Is there a danger that 

warfarin could harm other species in ASW?  The 

Daily Mail has had some articles on this over 

the last few years: 

One man has recently claimed to have killed 

22,000 individuals in the course of 2 years! 

He has a grant of £150,000 from the 

government. He claims to have eradicated them 

from parts of Northumberland and is now 

"moving south". He works by using pensioners & 

other volunteers (900 in total!) to check nut-

filled traps. He then shoots the squirrels. 

The squirrels then go to restaurants! People 

can't get enough squirrel meat. Maybe its low-

fat! He reports that red squirrels have moved 

in to take their place. 

Other reports talk of the government 

developing a sterilisation programme, of 

bounties being offered for tails and of royal 

support for eradication!  

Some people I know are determined to 

kill as many as possible because they are 

saddened by their effect on song bird numbers. 

They shoot them with air-rifles or more 

effectively, set traps, and then drown them. 

Personally, I think there are too many and I 

would like to see them reduced. I would prefer 

other methods than the warfarin because there 

might be a long slow death and other species 

might eat the warfarin. Trapping and then 

shooting seems the best if it could be 

arranged. Warfarin may be OK if I could be 

reassured about my concerns. If others want to 

drown them - OK - but I couldn't do it... 

From Bob Fastner I suggest a rabbit casserole 
recipe. 

 
 

New Arrangements for Major Projects 
In the past Tony Marshall has more or less overseen all our major projects, but as we have grown it has become impossible for 

one person to manage such a diverse range of activity with due diligence. Each major project now has a designated Leader, who 
has in most cases been given a job specification and responsibility for monitoring the site, organising work-parties, reporting to 

the Project Coordinator, etc. If you have a particular interest in any of these projects, each Leader is seeking to gather a small 

group of regular helpers who do small pieces of work at times that suit them, not having to wait for organised work-parties, 

which will only be organised when there is a major task to be undertaken that needs many hands. The Demonstration Wildlife 
Garden in particular could be almost entirely maintained by a group of people willing to drop in occasionally to tidy up, put in 

plants or seed, etc. Each Leader is giving a lot of their time – they deserve your support. Contact each Leader directly, details 

on back page. 
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PN People and Projects 
Leader 

  
Project Other roles 

Chris Bartlett 864178 admin@prestwoodnature.org.uk Butterfly Transect 

Pond Surveys & Restoration 

Project Coordinator 

David Cann* 865182   Council member 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard  

Fiona Grant* 07801 

677205 
fiona.grant@veoliawater.co.uk Sheepwash Treasurer 

Gaye Pickard 865250 markandgaye@hotmail.co.uk Children’s WATCH activities  

George Lewis 862780 glewis@apm-mail.co.uk Kiln Common Orchard  

Ian Taylor* 890653 ian_taylor@spe.sony.com Glow-worm Survey 

Prestwood Picnic Site 

Council member 

Ian Waller* 488567   Council member 

Jenny Smith 866426 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk  Membership Secretary 

John Obee* 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Chair 

Joy Mead* 864011   Council member 

Lesley Stoner* 890128  Children’s WATCH activities Secretary 

Robert Lewis 863661 sustainabledesign@hotmail.com White-letter Hairstreak  

Susan Devlin 717630 susandevlin@supanet.com Wildlife Garden  

Susan Graham* 866621 shgraham@mac.com Angling Spring Wood Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Ladybird Survey  Wildlife Records 

Vanessa Rickett* 866516 var@fairholme.me.uk Hedge and Tree Surveys Council member 

PN DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
January 2010 

17 Sunday 2-4pm Tree-measuring at Little Hampden Common Parking opposite Rising Sun at top of Little 

Hampden Road 

24 Sunday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Removal of laurel and holly. Meet by the gate by the main road.  

Limited parking, but short walk from either Great Missenden or Prestwood 

February 

7 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow Hedge planting and other work.  Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Great 

Missenden  

14 Sunday 10am-1pm Hatches Bank Scrub clearance. Park at the bottom of Hatches Lane and walk up together at 

10am 

21 Sunday 10am-1pm Buryfield Creation of wildflower meadow. Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Great 

Missenden 

March 

7 Sunday 10am-1pm Wildlife Garden Planting. Greenlands Lane allotments, short walk from Prestwood High Street 

20 Saturday 10am-4pm Holy Trinity Churchyard Scrub clearance. Free refreshments and lunch provided 

April 

17th Saturday 10am-1pm Wildlife Garden Putting in pond. Greenlands Lane allotments, short walk from Prestwood 

High Street 

May 

2 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow Scythe meadow and work on eastern hedge line. Free parking at Link Road Car 

Park, Great Missenden 

7 Friday Deadline for submissions for next Newsletter 

15 Saturday 10am-1pm Great Missenden Church White-letter hairstreak project tree planting. (Funding 

permitting) Park in front of church 

30 Sunday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Removal of laurel and holly. Meet by the gate by the main road.  

Limited parking, but short walk from either Great Missenden or Prestwood 

 
Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 valmarshall@waitrose.com 
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