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Conservation Group  

for the Prestwood Region 
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GREAT  M I S S ENDEN  P AR I SH  COUNC I L  
Parish Office, Memorial Centre, Buryfields, Link Road, Great Missenden, Bucks. HP16 9AE 

Telephone:  01494 864792                     email: parishclerk@onetel.net 

Mrs J. Duffy B.Ed - Clerk to the Council 

Mr John Obee 

Chairman Prestwood Nature 

                                                                                        

Dear John and all members of Prestwood Nature 

 

On behalf of the Parish Council may I congratulate you all on your fine achievement of winning the 

prestigious Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. This is thoroughly deserved and the Council are 

very proud to have Prestwood Nature ‘on their patch’.  

 

Councillors are very aware that maintaining and improving the diversity of natural flora and fauna 

is vitally important to the future of us all and we are very grateful to have such hard working and 

knowledgeable volunteers to strive towards this end.  

 

It is very pleasing that the numerous projects achieved by Prestwood Nature have been recognised 

in this way and the Parish Council will be happy to continue its support for future projects in any 

way it can. 

 

Warmest congratulations to you all 

 

Yours sincerely       

 

Mrs Jane Duffy 

Clerk to the Council 
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Chair’s Column 
Hello everyone, 

Well, there are no prizes for guessing my opening subject - The Queen’s Award! What a great honour. Didn’t we do 

well! Congratulations to you all. The Award ceremony in Ian’s barn was a great success. Many thanks to all of the 

people who worked so hard to prepare for the evening. It was good to see so many members there. Even the 

pouring rain couldn’t dampen our spirits. Ian and Fiona were wonderful hosts. I for one was surprised to find out 

that Sir Henry Aubrey-Fletcher, the Lord Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire [who presented the award as the 

Queen’s representative] is a farmer (but not as good as Ian he told me). As you know one facet of the award was 

an invitation for four members to attend a garden party at Buckingham Palace. Ian, Fiona, Jenny and I had the 

privilege of representing you on July 22nd. We had a lovely afternoon. Fiona has put together some recollections of 

the day and you can read them in this newsletter. Our achievement in winning this prestigious award will surely spur 

us on to even greater things and help open more potential sponsorship doors. 

Meanwhile with our feet back on the ground there is a lot of work to do as reflected in the Events Listing 

in this edition. There seems to be something going on just about every weekend.  The work parties are in need of 

more flapjack eaters! In particular the Boug’s Meadow project is at a critical stage .We badly need large turnouts 

for the next few work-parties at the site if we are to get on top of the meadow growth and do the necessary 

planting. PLEASE help if you can. 

On a more salutary note we urgently need volunteers to serve on The Council. Several members are due to 

stand down shortly and without adequate replacements we simply cannot function. Please give serious consideration 

to nomination. The work is not onerous. If you would like more information to help your deliberations ring me or 

indeed any other serving Council member. 

That’s it for now. Once again congratulations to every one of you. I look forward to seeing you at the AGM.  

Meantime, happy wildlife hunting. Valerie and I were fortunate to see two Turtle Doves in the same tree in 

Norfolk a few days ago – there is always something to make a country walk memorable.  John Obee 
 

          
 

Members’ News 
As the last edition of Member’s News was in May, my 

records this time go back to spring, while the gradual 

increase in fungi appearing as I write at the end of 

August presages autumn already.  

But to start at the beginning, the traditional 

spring-bearer, the Cuckoo, whose silence locally over 

the past few years has reflected a general fall in 

numbers, returned and was heard frequently, 

Christine Hoskins hearing them from mid-March 

onwards. Marilyn Fletcher commented on 31 May: 

“heard my first cuckoo today for years and years. It 

was at noon on a hornbeam between Andlows Farm 

and Atkins Wood. It called out three times right 

beside me.” Marilyn had also seen a Hedgehog 

running on Buryfields a fortnight earlier. (I saw 

hedgehog droppings at our Wildlife Garden off 

Greenlands Lane just the other day.) About the same 

time David Lund had our only record this year of 

Lime Hawk-moth. On 22 May Christine saw Dingy 

skipper in Meadsgarden Field (for more observations 

from Christine see article on “Green Acre” p.5). 

 Grass-snakes and Slow-worms are our 

commonest reptiles but tend to keep out of view, so 

it is always good to get records of them. Jenny 

Yarrow saw the former in her garden pond on 29 

May in Little Kingshill, while on 28 June George 

Lewis reported a slow-worm under a refuge I had 

put down at Hatches Bank, where we are opening up a 

chalk grassland slope. 

 June began with a most remarkable record – 

the first ever report of breeding Redpolls in our area 

(see separate article by Lesley Stoner p.5) This, like 

the cuckoo, is on RSPB’s “Red” list of conservation 

priorities. Perhaps both are making a comeback of 

their own accord. On the same day, 2 June, Angie 

Bartlett photographed a Dryad’s saddle fungus (see 

photo page II) and a few days later her husband 

Chris reported a Merodon equestris from their 
garden. This hoverfly is a large bumble-bee mimic 

remarkable for changing its colour form according to 
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which bee it is imitating, having a red, white or black 

tail. Its larvae feed on bluebell bulbs in the wild, but 

in gardens it is regarded as a pest because of its 

destruction of a wide range of bulb-plants. While on 

“bees” that are not bees, there were also a good 

number of Bee Orchids at Prestwood Picnic Site 

(Chris Ryde, George Lewis). I missed them on 26th 

but did see Green hairstreaks flying and then went 

on to find a White-letter hairstreak on the edge of 

Longfield Wood. A later search by George and me in 

both Longfield and Hatches Wood revealed abundant 

young elms, the hairstreak foodplant, indicating that 

this may well be a breeding site.  

I paid several visits to the Picnic Site and to 

Hatches Bank in order to prepare a complete flora of 

each site, adding at the latter our first local records 

of Fern-grass and Lesser Hawkbit, as well as a 

welcome new colony of Rock-rose. Another ongoing 

survey for me this year was that of Hughenden 

Parish lands in Great Kingshill, mostly of little note, 

but I did get one new plant on 24 June, the 

uncommon subspecies of Common Fumitory ssp. 
wirtgenii. Other interesting records in June are in 
the Little Stocking Meadow article (p.11). 

 While it cannot quite compete with Lesley’s 

opener for June, the first record for July (1st) was 

another first for our area – several clumps of 

Butcher’s Broom I came across in a private piece of 

ancient woodland near Cobblershill. This is a strange 

leafless member of the lily family, each section of 

the stem being flattened and oval to look like a leaf 

with a sharp prickle at the end, while the tiny white 

flowers come out at the base of these “leaves” and 

are followed by red berries. Natterer’s Bats were 

active around Coach Hedgerow and the Sheepwash in 

the middle of the month when Ian Taylor and I were 

tracking Glow-worm. We also found two new sites for 

glow-worm, the field beside Coach Hedgerow and 

inside that wood itself – an unexpected habitat for 

these beetles usually thought of as inhabitants of 

chalk grassland. Happening to pass the pond on 

Studridge Lane, Speen, on 6 July, I noticed a number 

of generally common marsh plants that happen to 

have very few records in our area, except along the 

Misbourne: Meadowsweet, Marsh Bedstraw, Purple 

Loosestrife and Water Mint.  

Towards the end of the month we had some 

exciting discoveries at Angling Spring Wood (see 

separate article p.8) and another important record 

for the recovering Hatches Bank – the first time for 

26 years I had seen Yellow Birdsnest there, when 

George Lewis and I visited on 23 July. This leafless 

chlorophyll-less plant is parasitic on the roots of 

beech trees and only occurs in ancient woodland, 

often in the darkest places. The only other site ever 

recorded in our area for this increasingly rare plant 

is Piggott’s Wood in 1997. We had only just visited 

the nearby small colony of Birdsnest Orchids that 

George is monitoring – and trying to protect from 

slugs and muntjacs: another colourless plant that is 

largely parasitic and grows in the darkest places. 

More rare orchids were reported from the farthest 

boundary of our area near Holmer Green, at 

Beamonds Bank – Fly and Greater Butterfly Orchids 

seen by Pete Scatley, the fly orchid being the first 

report for over ten years. Near the same place an 

exhausted thirsty Purple Emperor spent several 

hours in a garden, where water was put out for it. On 

29th, during my orchard surveying, I found an Ant-

beetle (handsomely striped black, red and white) on a 

decaying apple tree at Sherwood Farm. They are 

predators on wood-boring insects. We finished the 

month with reports of Humming-bird Hawk-moths in 

the gardens of Christine Hoskins and Mike Collard, 

followed by another remarkable “first” from Mike – 

Quails heard calling in a field near Little Hampden.  

 On 2 August John Obee saw Silver-washed 

Fritillaries in Hatches Wood. Sue Devlin reported 

lots of 7-spot Ladybirds at our Wildlife Garden and 

when I paid it a quick visit on the 8th to do a bit of 

“pottering” and record the surprising number of 

native annuals already growing in the cultivated 

ground there, I estimated that the numbers of 

these ladybirds on that handkerchief-sized scrap of 

land ran into thousands! The “weeds” incidentally 

included Dwarf Mallow, which I have only seen at two 

other sites in our area, and did not see in my survey 

of the nearby allotments two years ago. The day 

before I saw a millimetre-long beetle on a bracket 

fungus collected from Atkins Wood by Val Marshall, 

which was our first record of the rare Stenichnus 
bicolor, a species seldom recorded, perhaps 

unsurprisingly given the difficulty of even seeing it. 

And after that, through August, it rained 

and rained and rained. Still, Val and I encountered 

our first Hornet of the year on the 9th in pitch dark 

towards midnight in Coach Hedgerow looking in vain 

for glow-worms after a day of storms. The sacrifices 

one makes!           Tony Marshall 
 

Lawns not Green 
A study at the University of California has shown 

that weekly mowing, lawn fertiliser and leaf-blowing 

result in four times greater release of carbon than if 

grass is managed less intensively. Nitrous oxide 

emissions from lawns were comparable to those from 

conventional agriculture. The worst offenders were 

parks and sports fields. 
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Invitation to a Garden Party 
On the 22 July Jenny Smith, Fiona Grant, Ian Waller 

& John Obee were gathered on Missenden station 

looking altogether smarter than their normal work 

party wear of fleeces, wellies and hats. 

The reason for the change in fashion and 

location was that, in recognition of Prestwood Nature 

receiving the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, 

the committee were allowed to nominate four people 

to attend a garden party at Buckingham Palace. 

We arrived at the Hyde Park Corner 

entrance of the gardens clutching our passports and 

invitations and joined a long queue of well-dressed 

be-hatted ladies and well groomed chaps in suits, 

morning coats and uniforms. Once inside the gardens 

the noise of central London faded and we wandered 

through the gardens looking at the plants, reading 

commemorative plaques on trees and generally 

watching all the other guests. 

Shortly before 4pm we were ushered on to 

the neatly mown grass (normally the opposite is the 

case) by the Yeomen bedecked in their striking red 

uniform. Moments later, following twitching lace 

curtains, the Queen, dressed in blue and sensibly 

prepared with an umbrella, and Prince Phillip walked 

down the steps from the Palace to the lawns beyond. 

Behind them was the royal party including Prince 

Andrew.  

Lunch was then served and we joined a short 

queue to select finger sandwiches, tiny tarts and 

cakes decorated with crowns along with teas and 

juices which we then consumed as we stood and 

observed the crowds while listening to the bands 

playing. Ian met two sets of people whom he knew 

amongst the reported 6000 strong crowd including 

one of the Great Missenden Parish councillors.  

Once the royal party had had their lunch 

they departed after a final rendition of the National 

Anthem. We joined the throng leaving the Palace 

through the main entrance so that we could have a 

quick look at some of the rooms as we left. The rain 

had held off, hats were safe and we were slightly 

weary in our new shoes as we ambled back across 

Green Park to catch the train home. It’s not often 

that you get to experience such an event and we 

were all jolly pleased to have had the opportunity to 

attend.                Fiona Grant 

 

Green Acre Lives Up To Its Name 
Green Acre is the home of member Christine 

Hoskins, who recently established a wildflower 

meadow. She regularly sends us news of its 

development. Here are a few extracts from recent 

notes: 

21 May Grizzled Skipper: I found this exquisite 
little butterfly in our meadow yesterday. [One of its 
food plants] tormentil has spread from the bottom 
of the meadow to the top and there are now three 
large expanses of meadow vetchling plus bird’s-foot 
trefoil. 
 We found 14 7-spot ladybirds in mid-March 
nestled in the spiky branches of our 2-metre-high 
Monkey Puzzle tree and wondered whether they 
spent the winter there. 
 By repeated cutting and raking, the ryegrass 
on the top slope of the meadow seems to be giving up 
the ghost and the finer grasses are appearing, mainly 
red fescue which was in the seed mixture sown at 
the time. As there was a later deposit of subsoil near 
that area, grass growth is becoming sparser which 
will help the orchids. We had eight in 2008. 
 Cutting and scarifying the large area of 
ryegrass, then sowing yellow rattle, was a failure. 
Last September I cleared one or two small areas of 
this grass and collected some of the seed from the 
unimproved grassland at the bottom of the meadow 
and sowed it together with yellow rattle. Two of the 
areas now have about a dozen plants in total. This 
September the process will be repeated. I continue 
to propagate plug plants and this works well but 
overall the areas planted are tiny. It does not 
matter, because knapweed and meadow crane’s bill 
among others spread well (possibly too well as 
regards the latter). We also have plenty of common 
sorrel which is so colourful and good for small 
coppers. Red campion self-seeds in part of the 
garden. Then there are hemp agrimony, devil’s bit 
scabious, field scabious, marjoram and betony. They 
are all beloved by butterflies here. Lady’s bedstraw 
can be a bit delicate at first but it spreads well when 
settled. 

12 August We had a spring batch of small 
tortoiseshell larvae and the resulting butterflies laid 
batch upon batch of eggs. The nettles were 90% 
demolished and the plants were 30cm deep! 
 There are many more 7-spot ladybirds in 
the garden generally now compared to 2009 and they 
are almost always on the wild flowers, which are 
plentiful. 
 I was excited to find a humming-bird hawk-
moth on the rampant wild stocks at the edge of the 
duck pond. I first noticed it on July 21 and then 
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regularly until August 7. New to the meadow have 
been burnet moths. All the butterflies have been 
here in large numbers. We had five holly blues in the 
spring brood and there is now one which has been 
here a few days. We have had clouds of common 
blues and almost as many small coppers. With the low 
rainfall the grass is sparse and has not been cut so 
we have had the lovely sight of seeing them asleep 
upside-down on the grass stalks. We had three 
marbled whites plus all the browns. 
    Christine Hoskins 

 

Redpolls 
Being a bad birdwatcher, I would normally never have 

noticed this bird if it hadn’t been perched on the 

telephone cable about two metres outside my 

bedroom window in June. At first I thought it was a 

small Sparrow but then realised it wasn’t when I saw 

that it had a bright red cap. The RSPB web site 

enabled me to identify it as ‘the lesser Redpoll, a 

small brown streaked finch with a distinctive red 

forehead, small black bib and, in breeding males, red 

upper chests’.  

Apparently, its UK breeding population has 

declined and it is on the RSPB Red List. It seemed 

strange therefore, to see two of them regularly 

flying in and out of the climbing Hydrangea in the 
front garden of our house on Wycombe Road. This 

happened so frequently that we came to the 

conclusion they were nesting there. This plant is very 

popular with nesting birds. 

Redpolls eat birch seeds and insects and are 

normally found in birch and conifer forests. We have 

both of these types of trees in our garden, but not 

that many! Although the RSPB states that they are 

not commonly found in southern and central England, 

researching the Internet shows that some people in 

this part of the country have seen them on their 

birdfeeders. I am going to try and be a better 

birdwatcher and see if I can spot them again next 

year.            Lesley Stoner 
 

Is Buddleia Bad? 
Buddleia has long been recommended as a plant to 

grow for its attraction to a wide range of 

butterflies, but now conservationists are having 

second thoughts, and it is even being proposed to 

place it on the statutory list of invasive species in 

Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981. This is because it readily escapes from gardens 

and grows vigorously on lime-rich sites, shading out 

important habitats for native plants and 

invertebrates. In some areas it has become a major 

nuisance, creating a jungle of buddleia to the 

exclusion of all else. While it may provide nectar for 

butterflies (and bees and hoverflies) for a short 

while, native plants like thistle, knapweed and 

bramble are just as popular and tend to have longer 

flowering periods, so they may be better for insects 

anyway. 

 

 
 

Red kites to be eradicated? 
Section 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

prohibits the introduction into the wild of any animal 

or plant not ordinarily resident there. The two plants 

already on this list – Japanese Knotweed and Giant 

Hogweed – have now been supplemented by 37 more, 

including the variegated garden form of Yellow 

Archangel (which is of concern locally because it is 

displacing the native form from our woodlands), 

various Cotoneasters, Rhododendron and Water 

Fern. 25 animals are also being added to the list, 

including Wild Boar and the Red Kite. As the release 

of red kites in the Chilterns was licensed by Natural 

England presumably they will now be accepted as 

residents? 

 

Soil Conservation 
While we are familiar with the idea of conserving 

woods and flower-rich grasslands, we tend to take 

soil for granted. But soils have major eco-systems of 

their own and their health determines the quality of 

the habitats that grow on them and the 

sustainability of farming. Good soils lock up carbon 

resources and recycle nutrients. This is achieved by 

all sorts of organisms from worms and fungal 

mycorrhizae to microscopic nematodes, and it is as 

important to conserve the balance of this functioning 

system as it is to manage grasslands or woodlands 

properly. Shallow ploughing (as at Hampden Bottom 

Farm) and organic farming help preserve soil ecology, 

as does the avoidance of chemicals and concentrates 

as far as possible. Soil nutrification from air and 

water pollution is a major reason why nettles and 

docks are taking over so much of our green space. 
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Prestwood’s Commonest 

Butterflies 
Which are our commonest butterflies, throughout 

the year? To find out, I went through the records 

for the 2009 Prestwood Nature butterfly transect 

and picked out the “most counted” butterfly each 

month from April to September. It turned out, 

however, that because it is so abundant the meadow 

brown was top for three months, June, July and 

August, and therefore for July and August I have 

chosen the second most abundant butterfly. Pictures 

are given opposite and some information about the 

natural history of each species is given below.  

April – Peacock butterfly Inachis io 
During April 2009 the “most counted” on the PN 

butterfly transect was the Peacock. This is a 

handsome and familiar butterfly, unmistakable 

thanks to the large “eyes” in the corner of each wing. 

The Peacock survives the winter as an adult 

in dark, sheltered crevices and mates after emerging 

in the spring. The female lays eggs in large batches 

on the underside of Common Nettle leaves. The 

caterpillars feed on the nettle, grow quickly, and 

eventually pupate. The adults emerge towards the 

end of July and feed on a variety of flowers, 

including buddleia, ready to go into hibernation, 

usually in early September. 

May – Small White Pieris rapae 
The most frequently seen butterfly during May 

2009 was the Small White, often called the 

“Cabbage White.” This is a familiar and highly 

successful species that is common throughout Britain 

and Ireland. The upper side of the butterfly is 

mainly white with some black markings. The female, 

as illustrated, is always darker than males and has 

two distinct spots on the upper side of the forewing. 

The butterfly overwinters as a chrysalis and 

emerges in the spring to mate. The females lay eggs 

mainly on cabbages and related plants and can cause 

a lot of damage. The caterpillars grow quickly and 

pupate in July. 

The butterflies emerge as a second 

generation from early August and the life cycle is 

repeated. The chrysalis from this generation will 

remain over the winter. This butterfly is highly 

migratory and numbers in the UK are always swelled 

to a greater or lesser degree by immigrants from 

Europe. 

June - Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 
The Meadow Brown is one of Britain’s most 

widespread butterflies and often the most abundant. 

In 2009 it was the most abundant butterfly seen on 

the PN butterfly transect in June, July and August 

and normally accounts for nearly half of the 

butterflies counted each year. The male butterfly is 

typically a dark, plain butterfly with chocolate-brown 

wings relieved only by a tiny white “eye” spot in the 

corner of each forewing. The larger female, 

illustrated, has areas of bright orange on the 

forewings. 

The insect spends the winter as a 

caterpillar, down amongst the grasses on which it 

feeds. In the spring the caterpillar continues to feed 

and then pupates, eventually producing the adult 

butterfly. The length of time taken for this to occur 

varies greatly from individual to individual resulting in 

adult butterflies starting to emerge at the beginning 

of June and continuing to emerge as late as October 

in a few cases. During the summer the butterflies 

mate and lay eggs. Caterpillars hatch, feed for a 

while and then overwinter, to continue the life cycle 

again in the spring. 

July – Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus 
The Ringlet was the second most abundant butterfly 

counted in July after the Meadow Brown. This is a 

widespread and successful species which has been 

extending its range in recent years. It is often 

confused with the meadow brown but can be 

separated by the bright conspicuous “eye” spots on 

the underside of the wing. There is also a distinctive 

white fringe to the wings. Generally the colour of the 

wings fades with age. 

Like the meadow brown this species spends 

the winter in the caterpillar stage, hiding amongst 

grasses and feeding, nocturnally, during mild spells. 

They become fully grown in May and pupate at the 

base of a grass clump in a cocoon. Adult emergence 

begins at the end of June and normally peaks in mid 

July. After mating the eggs are dropped by the 

female while perching on grass stems. On hatching 

the caterpillars begin by feeding on a variety of lush 

grasses, then overwintering and continuing the life 

cycle in the spring. 

August - Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 
The Common Blue was the second most common 

butterfly seen on transect in August after the 

Meadow Brown. This is the most widespread blue 

butterfly and remains common throughout much of 

Britain. The male (illustrated) is a brilliant, eye-

catching blue, but the females are usually brown, 

with a touch of blue near the wing base. Both sexes 

have orange marks on the edges of the under-wing 

and a conspicuous dark spot on the underside of the 

forewing near the body. 

The common blue is one of the few species 

of butterfly in which the number of generations per 

year varies in different parts of the country. In the 
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PHOTO PAGE II Butterflies 
Commonly seen on transect……. 

 
  Peacock  

 

 
Small white  

 

 
Meadow Brown 

 

 
 Ringlet 

 

 

 Common blue 

 

 
Speckled wood 

……..and some less common ones seen in 

Angling Spring Wood 

 
 Silver-washed Fritillary (photo Tony Marshall) 

 

 
 White-letter hairstreak (photo Tony Marshall) 
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double-brooded populations (in most parts of England 

and Wales) adults fly in May and June and again in 

August and September. In the single-brooded 

populations (from Yorkshire northwards) adults 

emerge between June and September. Sometimes 

there may be an additional partial brood in both cases. 

The eggs are laid singly on the food plants (which 

include bird’s-foot-trefoil and white clover) and the 

resulting caterpillars feed up until they are half grown 

and then overwinter in this stage, pupating in the 

spring. The chrysalis is very attractive to ants and 

may be carried down into their nests, although they 

are not as dependent on ants as some of the other 

blues. 

September Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria. 
The most numerous butterfly seen on transect in 

September was the Speckled Wood. After 

contractions in its range in the late 19th and early 

20th centuries, this butterfly has been steadily 

regaining ground and is now re-colonising areas in 

eastern and northern England and Scotland. It is 

typically found in woodland rides and glades with the 

adults feeding mainly on honeydew (a sweet, sticky 

substance produced by aphids) high in the tree 

canopy. However, when honeydew is in short supply 

they will take nectar from flowers. 

The cream spots on a chocolate background 

make this an easy butterfly to identify. The females 

have larger spots than the males. 

There are normally three generations of this 

butterfly in England but the flight periods overlap so 

the butterfly may been seen any time from March to 

October. The egg is laid singly on grass leaves and 

hatches into the caterpillar which rests under the 

grass blades, where it is well camouflaged, and feeds 

on the edges of leaves. Unusually, among butterflies, 

this species overwinters as either the caterpillar or 

chrysalis. The overwintering caterpillar will resume 

feeding if the temperature rises sufficiently. 

       Chris Bartlett 
 

Angling Spring Wood Benefits 

from New Management 
Since we were successful (in our first year of 

existence) in persuading the District Council to adopt 

a new conservation-oriented management plan, with 

the help of the Chiltern Woodland Group as forestry 

consultants, Angling Spring Wood has gone from 

strength to strength. Dense dark plantations of larch 

have been thinned and other trees and scrub taken 

out in some areas to allow more light. The central ride 

is gradually being widened to allow more woodland 

herbs to grow. Redundant fencing from earlier 

planting has been removed to improve access, and we 

still have regular work-parties run by Sue Graham to 

try to cut out laurel and other alien shrubs and reduce 

the burgeoning holly. It is rewarding to see how soon 

new wildlife is responding to our efforts. 

 Towards the end of July we were excited to 

hear from PN-stalwart Marilyn Fletcher that she had 

seen a fritillary along the central ride. So, on the 

morning of 25 July, we took advantage of a sunny 

period after rain to visit the wood. Just inside the 

road-gate, there is a wasteland where hard-standing 

was regrettably laid down before our intervention. 

Plants like ragwort, thistle and buddleia have invaded 

where there once was a beautiful bluebell glade, but 

there is some compensation from the fact that these 

flowers provide vital nectar for bees, butterflies and 

other insects. Some flowery rough areas such as this 

are beneficial in increasing biodiversity. We saw that 

this area was buzzing with insects and immediately 

glimpsed a fritillary, with its typical strong fast flight 

criss-crossing the flower-patch. We had to wait to 

get a precise view of which species it was, but 

eventually it pitched long enough for us to determine 

that it definitely was a Silver-washed Fritillary. This 

species spread from its usual restricted breeding-

sites, like Wendover Woods, last summer and was 

frequently seen around Prestwood. As a result it 

seems to have found Angling Spring to its liking (there 

are plenty of its food-plant violets near the ride) and 

established a colony, the first fruits of which we 

were now witnessing. We could easily distinguish the 

males, with dark linear streaks in the centre of the 

wings, from the female with more scattered markings. 

 Then we noticed a much smaller butterfly on 

a ragwort inflorescence. It flew before we could get a 

picture, but we saw enough to know it was one of the 

hairstreaks. It flew up high into the surrounding 

trees, typical hairstreak behaviour. We thought that 

Purple Hairstreak was the most likely species. It 

frequents old oaks and could be expected in our area, 

where there are plenty of such trees (although not in 

Angling Spring), but had never been recorded. We 

waited, but it never descended again, and we were 

left with some uncertainty. Meanwhile we looked at 

the other insects around and recorded for the first 

time for this wood the uncommon hoverfly Eristalis 
intricarius, which would breed in the permanent 
springs here, and the nationally endangered Large 

Garden Bumble-bee Bombus ruderatus, the first 
record for our area. 

 Having given up on our shy hairstreak we 

went down the hill to the ride area, where there were 

stands of tall flowers like rosebay willowherb and 

thistles. Here we came across Joy and Ian Mead, and 
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PHOTO PAGE II  

 
 Dryad’s saddle (Photo Angie Bartlett) 

 

 
 Dwarf thistle Hatches Bank(Photo Val Marshall) 

 

 
Meadow clary, Little Stocking Meadow (Photo 

Jenny Smith) 

 
Muntjac fawn in garden flower bed (Photo Christine Lewis) 

 
 Crosswort, Little Stocking Meadow (Photo  TFM) 

 

 
Southern Hawker dragonfly drying out after emergence (Photo 

Jeanette Hedley) 

 

 Yellow bird’s-nest 

 

 
Comic caption competition – who said what? Suggestions 

please to your Editor 
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together enjoyed the sight of several fritillaries of 

both sexes flying around, mating and looking for egg-

laying sites. A breeding colony has clearly been well 

established. Moreover we also saw another hairstreak 

and we made sure that we obtained a photo before it 

left this time. Close inspection clearly identified this 

as a White-letter Hairstreak. This species is another 

national conservation priority, and there are quite a 

few elms, its food-plant, in the wood. Was this the 

species we had seen before? We cannot be sure, but 

a later visit showed that the tree into which our first 

one flew was an elm and not an oak, so we must 

presume it was another White-letter. Here we also 

encountered another hoverfly that frequents wet 

areas of woodland, Chrysogaster solstitialis, which 
had only been recorded once before in this region, in a 

marshy area along the River Misbourne near Little 

Missenden in 1987. 

 On the following day, Tony & Val Marshall 

saw silver-washed fritillary just outside the wood in 

the field below, where a good chalk flora is developing 

after the farmer here has started managing it for 

wildlife. With other rare invertebrates (including 

slugs) recorded over the last few years, Angling 

Spring is becoming one of the premier wildlife sites in 

the county. This is despite the fact that it is 

intensively used by dog-walkers and others, most of 

whom treat it with respect, apart from some litter 

and a few who fail to pick up their dogs’ faeces. The 

main problem is people (adults who should know 

better) riding horses off the bridleway. If you see 

anyone riding a horse along the ride or other 

footpath, please let them know politely that they are 

breaking the law and damaging a very important 

environment. Perhaps if enough of us do that we may 

eventually shame them into more consideration.  

           Tony Marshall & Chris Bartlett 
 

Bees in the Garden 
As the nights start to draw in and the temperatures 

drop the bees in our garden are making preparations 

for winter.  

The bumble bee colony dies out during the 

autumn, when all the young have been reared, and the 

nest is left empty to decay. In order to continue the 

species through the winter and on to next year 

several queens (female) and drones (male) develop in 

late summer. They then mate, the drones die and the 

fertilised queen is the only bee that survives the 

winter. The bumble bee that you see around the 

garden at this time of year is likely to be the queen 

fattening herself up for hibernation. She will also be 

looking for a suitable place to spend the winter often 

finding a site in the ground where she will be 

protected from cold and predators. 

Honey bees, however, over-winter as a colony 

with the same queen bee surviving to continue to lay 

eggs again in the spring. The worker bees spend much 

of the spring and summer bringing in and storing 

nectar. This sugar-solution, which will remain pure for 

many years, is their winter store which they will use 

to keep the colony alive until the following spring when 

they can start foraging again. Most colonies however 

will over-produce, allowing the bee keeper to remove 

some for himself, his friends, his relations and anyone 

who likes to eat honey! 

 It is increasingly being observed that the 

best places for both bumble and honey bees to find 

the forage that they need are gardens. Many shrubs 

can provide good forage for bees and are attractive 

to grow. The following are species which can be 

particularly useful: - buddleia, ceanothus, hebe, 

cotoneaster, potentilla and snowberry. Lavender and 

rosemary are worked mainly by bumble bees which 

have long tongues and can access the nectar in those 

flowers.  

 Native wildflowers are a brilliant source of 

food for both types of bee. If you can spare a little 

room let some of the "weeds" grow - dandelions are a 

good nectar source - leave a few on your lawn 

together with some clover - then it won't look so 

brown in high summer!! 

 If you have mature trees in your garden they 

provide forage in the spring when the colonies are 

building up for the summer; sycamore, horse 

chestnut, lime, holly, mountain ash, and whitebeam, all 

provide both nectar and pollen. Fruit trees such as 

apple, cherry and plum are also important and the 

presence of bees improves the likelihood of pollination 

and a good crop of fruit later in the year. Early in the 

year willows and hazels provide pollen which enables 

the young bees to get off to a good start; late in 

autumn ivy gives nectar for the bees to store and use 

over the winter. 

 Some modern plants which have been 

developed to appeal to people fail to provide the 

nectar and pollen which are vital for bees. Modern 

roses and dahlias are amongst those flowers which do 

not produce anything for either bumble or honey 

bees.  

 It is incumbent on us, both as gardeners and 

nature lovers, to consider what plants to grow in our 

gardens. It is possible to have an attractive garden 

and also provide a good environment for the bees if 

we take into account their needs as well as our own 

when planting our gardens.      Vanessa  Rickett 
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Little Stocking Meadow 
This little piece of surviving chalk downland is 

private land inaccessible from public footpaths. We 

are interested in it because it is the last refuge in our 

area for the beautiful meadow clary, which is a 

national conservation priority. It died out at BBOWT’s 

Dancers End reserve, but was reintroduced and is 

doing well there again. 

We have only recently become involved at 

this site, having had one small work-party to clear 

dogwood scrub last winter. This summer I have been 

carrying out a complete flora survey and on 20 June 

three of us visited to admire the flowers at their 

peak (Jenny Smith, Val Marshall and myself). A prime 

object was to assess the population of meadow clary, 

which had long been down to single figures. There was 

just one single plant remaining, which is going to be a 

conservation challenge! This plant was robust and 

looking well (see picture page), but where it had grown 

through its protecting wire-cage all but one of the 

flowering stems had been eaten off by deer (probably 

muntjac, although there are also resident roe on this 

site). We built a higher cage to preserve the 

remaining flower-spike. The problem is that meadow 

clary is not self-fertile, so it needs other plants if it is 

to reproduce. With our conservation work it may be 

that seed in the soil will regenerate, but more than 

likely we shall have to consider some reseeding 

(perhaps using seeds from Dancers End). We hope to 

discuss a new management plan with interested 

parties in later this year. 

Meadow clary is not the only interesting plant 

in the meadow. There were both pyramidal and 

common spotted orchids in flower while we were 

there, the latter abundant. There was also the rare 

white unspotted variety of this orchid, var. albiflora, 
which we have not seen elsewhere in this area (in fact 

it was the first time any of us had seen it). There 

were also dwarf thistles, eyebright, dark mullein and 

other typical chalk flowers, along with a large 

population of crosswort in scrubby areas, for which 

this is only one of two sites in our area. It is a yellow-

flowered bedstraw with leaves in fours forming the 

eponymous “cross”. Several uncommon chalk grassland 

grasses were recorded in the past, but we only 

refound upright brome and downy-oat-grass. Lack of 

appropriate management in the last few years may be 

the reason for the loss of some of the finer grasses, 

with coarse ones like false oat and Yorkshire fog 

taking over. 

We have had little time yet to assess the 

fauna, but we did see both striped lychnis moth 

caterpillars (national BAP species) and the distinctive 

little weevil Cionus nigritarsis on the dark mullein. 
Uncommon flies included Dioctria linearis and Tipula 
peliostigma.           Tony Marshall 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
September 

12 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow Scything and raking the meadow, tidying up the copse and preparing the 

eastern boundary for hedge planting. Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Great Missenden 

26 Sunday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Litter picking and holly removal, cutting back/down small trees that 

are dead due to squirrel damage. Meet by the gate by the main road. Limited parking, but short walk from either 

Great Missenden or Prestwood 

October 

10 Sunday 10am onwards. Kiln Road Pond. Pond restoration. This will include removal of silt and grass to a nearby 

skip. 

17 Sunday 2-4pm Fungus Foray Angling Spring Wood. Meet at gate on main road. 

17 Sunday 10.30am-4.00pm  Open Day Priestfield Arboretum 

24 Sunday 10am – 1pm Boug’s Meadow. General work on meadow and tree planting on the eastern boundary hedge. 

Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Great Missenden 

31 Sunday 10am – 1pm Little Stocking Meadow General tidying and scrub clearance. Park opposite TRADA estate 

on Stocking Lane SU854076 or phone 01494 864251 to arrange a car-share. Volunteers will be conducted to the 

site through private land, so please arrive promptly. This is part of an attempt to conserve a nationally endangered 

plant. 

November 

2 Tuesday 7-10pm PN Annual Meeting & AGM. Prestwood Village Hall. 

7 Sunday 10am – 1am Wildlife Garden. General planting. Allotments off Greenlands Lane, Prestwood. Limited 

parking on site or walk from centre of Prestwood. 

14 Sunday 10am -1pm Sheepwash Removal of bur-reed and other excess plant growth. Honor End Road. Please 

park on side road or walk from centre of Prestwood. 

21 Sunday 10am-noon Kiln Common Orchard Planting of trees or ground plants, removal of docks. Allotments off 

Greenlands Lane, Prestwood. Limited parking on site or walk from centre of Prestwood. 

28 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow General tidying up the copse and meadow. Free parking at Link Road Car Park, 

Great Missenden.  

December 

5 Sunday 10-1am Wildlife Garden Bug hotel building. Allotments off Greenlands Lane, Prestwood. Limited parking 

on site or walk from centre of Prestwood. 

12 Sunday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Litter picking and holly removal, cutting back/down small trees that 

are dead due to squirrel damage. Meet by the gate by the main road. Limited parking, but short walk from either 

Great Missenden or Prestwood 

2011 

January 

9 Sunday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Litter picking and holly removal, cutting back/down small trees that are 

dead due to squirrel damage. Meet by the gate by the main road. Limited parking, but short walk from either Great 

Missenden or Prestwood 

16Sunday 10am-1pm Hatches Bank General tidying and scrub clearance. Meet at car park by the Common in Great 

Kingshill for transport to the site, so please be prompt. 

22 Saturday 10am-1pm White-letter hairstreak Planting hedge in the cemetery near the Parish Church (St Peter 

& Paul), Great Misssenden. Parking near church. We shall be working by the lane that goes north from there beside 

the old churchyard. 

 

For further information contact: admin@prestwoodnature.org.uk or Project Leader 
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