
1 

NEWSLETTER 24    January 2011 
 
Conservation Group  
for the Prestwood Region 

 
Chair’s Column 
Hi everyone, it’s mid December as I write. I have just spent the morning on a Work Party at Angling 
Spring Wood. We cleared out another big pile of holly. Glades are appearing among the trees and we 
know from last year’s reports that the wildlife is returning as a direct result of our efforts. Well done 
Sue Graham and the workers! Winter seems to have been here for weeks already. The lake at 
Shardeloes, my favourite bird-watching haunt, is almost completely frozen over.  At this rate it’s going 
to be a very expensive bird food year. But it’s worth it - there is a lot of pleasure to be had from 
watching the antics and squabbles on the bird table and feeders. Generally speaking the Great Spotted 
Woody carries the day and in its absence the Robin holds sway. The cold snap has already caused the 
cancellation of several work parties at different sites, luckily none of them critical. Talking of Work 
Parties, we have arranged several for Saturdays in 2011 as requested by a group of you at the AGM. 

We are now embarking on my last year as PN Chairman. After 6 years our constitution requires 
me to hand over to another volunteer. Could it be you? It’s a fairly busy but immensely rewarding 
position. Do give it a thought. As announced at the AGM we are now operating without our Project Co-
ordinator Chris Bartlett. His support grant has been exhausted. He did a great job putting in place 
administrative processes which should see us in good stead.  Our wonderfully efficient Membership 
Secretary, Jenny Smith, has handed over the reins to Vanessa Rickett after completing her maximum 
6 year term. We are pleased she is staying on the Council. Ian Taylor has stepped down after sterling 
efforts on our behalf. Tony Marshall is back after his sabbatical and Sylvia Bennett joins us. She is 
also taking over the Butterfly Transect from Chris. The rest of the excellent team stays the same.  

With no new ‘large’ projects on the drawing board, we can concentrate on ongoing ones, which 
need your support and, if possible, involvement. Thank you all for your valued loyalty in 2010. 

  I hope to see you around soon, meantime Happy Wildlife Hunting  John Obee 
 

   
        December 2009  Church Path          Birch tree                     Photos TFM December 2010 Peterley Wood                          Photo Jenny Smith 

 

CONTENTS 
 
Members’ News      2 
Other News    3-4 
Surveys     5-6 10-11 
Photo page     7 
Bees in Winter    8 
Project News    9-10  
Diary Dates; Contacts   12 

From the Editor A Happy New Year.  2010 

started and ended with deep snow in Prestwood.  We 
will continue to monitor climate and change in our 
environment through 2011.  Don’t forget to let us 
know what you think about Prestwood as a place to 
be part of the natural world.  

Thanks also to the anonymous litter-pickers 
spotted at work in the Prestwood area.  If we all did 
a little of that it would make a great difference.  
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Members’ News 
As the last three months have been dominated 
by some exciting toadstools, these are dealt 
with separately below. Here we list the other 
main findings of interest. 
 Firstly, from the end of August, a few 
records that just missed the last newsletter. 
At Hatches Bank I found our third record of 
the Keeled Slug, the first outside gardens. At 
Prestwood Picnic Site, Val and I saw Brown 
Argus, one of the less common butterflies for 
which this is our best site, but were surprised 
to see Dwarf Thistle (see photo p7) here for 
the first time, despite intensive recording over 
decades – it shows how our countryside is 
continually changing. This plant grows at 
several similar places nearby and it was always 
a mystery why it was not here too. We were 
also surprised to find Trailing St.John’s-wort in 
the grounds of Prestwood Lodge School. This is 
one of those acid-loving species that has 
become particularly rare in our area because of 
loss of heath-land and soil nutrification from 
air pollution. It was seen in the Peterley area 
not so long ago, and 25 years ago at College 
Plantation, Speen. There was just one small 
patch but it looked as though it might be in 
danger of eradication in the course of 
constructing new classrooms. All we could do 
was to point it out and hope that it would be 
allowed to survive. At least Alan Showler 
informs me that the rare Pale Lady’s-mantle 
still grows by Hangings Lane, Prestwood, as I 
feared that it might have gone from there 
because of over-enthusiastic verge cutting. On 
the very last day of August John Obee saw a 
Grass Snake while working at our Boug’s 
Meadow reserve – this species should enjoy our 
new flower-meadow as it develops, especially in 
the vicinity of the stream. On the same day I 
saw two Lizards under small logs at Little 
Stocking Meadow (where grass snakes have 
also been seen in the past). I shall be putting 
down refuges there in order to monitor their 
population systematically next year. 
 By September we were well into the 
fungus season and while collecting in Peterley 
Wood Val picked up the woodland slug Arion 
silvaticus and our first record of a little rove-
beetle also feeding on fungi, Oxypoda annularis. 
Our last hornet records were on 11 October in 
two different places. In Sandwich Wood a 
week later, again surveying fungi, Val and I 
found Arion silvaticus again, and it looks as 

though this slug is common in most of our older 
woodlands. Much more exciting was finding the 
only known site in our area for another of those 
acid-loving plants, Hard Fern (photo p7), which 
we later heard had also been recorded there 
by Alan Showler last year, together with two 
rare sedges. We hope we shall be able to work 
with the owner to conserve these special 
plants. At the Wildlife Garden work-party Sue 
Devlin found a brown-headed white-bodied 

grub in the soil, wondering what it could be. A 
fortnight later, when clearing docks from the 
neighbouring Kiln Common Orchard, we found 
many more of these larvae living at the base of 
docks and coarse grass. These were the 
caterpillars of the Ghost Moth (a national 
Biodiversity Action Plan species). In summer it 
flies over suitable grassland scattering eggs 
indiscriminately. When the larvae emerge they 
burrow into the ground to munch away, 
helpfully, at the dock roots. We are glad to 
find another much-needed ally in our 
conservation work! Meanwhile, at the 
Sheepwash work-party, clearing out the bird-
boxes, Ian Waller found nest remains that 
John Obee considered to be from a Nuthatch. 

 Finally, in Hughenden Valley, at the 
kerb edge, Alan Showler showed me three 
plants that are uncommon in this area – common 
storksbill, fern-grass and common whitlow-
grass, the first, second and third records 
respectively for this area. All three can be 
abundant in some parts of Britain, especially 
near the coast, and it is not clear why they are 
rarities for us.         Tony Marshall 

 

 
 

 
                           Ghost Moth               Photo Ann Priest 
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Other News 
A Remarkable Year for Fungi 

A wet end to summer is not what most of us 
want, but the fascinating thing about nature is 
that there is always something waiting to 
benefit whatever happens (as witness the 
proliferation of rosebay willow-herb – 
“fireweed” – across London bomb-sites after 
the war). This year it was the turn of those 
creatures the toadstools, who like their feet in 
a bit of excess moisture.  (I say creatures 
because modern genetic studies put the fungi 
closer to the animals than the plants, although 
rather distant from both, very much in a 
kingdom of their own.) 
 The season started early, back towards 
the beginning of August, when Val found our 
first red Coral Brittlegill Russula velenovskyi in 
Atkins Wood (and another a month later in 
Angling Spring Wood), along with our first 
specimen of a small “bracket” called Postia 
fragilis, a rather ugly pink thing growing on a 
conifer stump. An added bonus was that the 
latter contained an uncommon little beetle 
called Stenichnus bicolor, another first, and 
also the first representative I have ever seen 
of an unusual family called Scydmaenidae, 
three different species of which had been 
recorded in Prestwood in the 1930s by HJ 
Quilter, his specimens residing to this day in 
the Bucks County Museum. 
 In the second half of August the edible 
toadstools started coming into their own. Field 
Mushrooms Agaricus campestris  were evident 
in many places, not only in fields but even on 
the Lovell estate at Prestwood, where we also 
found the even tastier Macro Mushroom A. 
urinascens, which regularly grows in rings near 
the ash tree at the front of Greenside (and 
nowhere else as far as I can discover). Even 
the normally rare Prince A. augustus, another 
type of mushroom generally thought to be the 
tastiest of all, kept cropping up at new places, 
adding to our repertoire of free meals. 
Through September to November we added 
two more mushrooms that grow in woods rather 
than fields, the Wood Mushroom A. silvicola 
and the Scaly Wood Mushroom A. langei. 
Checking the grounds of Prestwood Lodge 
School to help one of the teachers plan some 
natural history lessons we came across a large 
group of another Agaricus, but this one, 
exceptionally, poisonous, the Inky Mushroom A. 
moelleri, named thus perhaps because the gills 

eventually go quite black or because it has an 
unpleasant smell reminiscent of ink. Like the 
equally poisonous Yellow Stainer Mushroom, its 
cap and stem will go yellow if bruised by 
handling – a good test before eating any 
naturally growing mushroom. 
 Another prized edible toadstool is the 
celebrated Cep Boletus edulis which I normally 
find very elusive around here, but there were 
some splendid huge specimens in one wood 
(which will have to remain anonymous). Normally 
shown with dark brown caps, these young ones 
were still covered with a white bloom that 
made them look quite different. The Boletus 
group have spongy pores beneath the cap 
rather than gills like mushrooms. With the Cep 
were three more boletes, Summer Bolete B. 
reticulatus, which we found equally good eating 
(also found at Prestwood Lodge), Devil’s Bolete 
B. satanas, poisonous, luridly coloured, and a 
Biodiversity Action Plan priority for 
conservation, and finally the Lurid Bolete B. 
luridus, not uncommon in our area, named after 
the fact that the flesh goes a lurid blue when 
cut. With them was also our first record of 
Bitter Poisonpie (no doubt about the edibility 
of that one then!) Hebeloma sinapizans. 
 The rarest find in August, however, was 
another bolete, so rare it has no English name 
and is not found in any of the usual field guides, 
Boletus fechtneri. I found this on the Lovell 
estate, along Westrick Walk, where many 
interesting fungi grow beneath the line of old 
oak and beech trees that are all that remains 
of the hedgerow that once marked the edge of 
Prestwood Common. We must be grateful that 
the planners left this line of trees, not only as 
a pleasant interlude in the middle of a housing 
estate, but also because of its many rare fungi. 
B. fechtneri (see photo) is almost white, like a 
pale cappuccino, and can be mistaken for other 
types of toadstool until one notices the pores 
underneath. The stem has a yellow band at the 
top, reddish spots below, and the pores are 
lemon yellow, while the flesh inside, when cut, 
goes an intense blue in places (as happens with 
a number of boletes, an important test of 
which species you have). I wonder what the 
householders fronting this piece of grass made 
of the rash of large fungi suddenly appearing, 
possibly something that only happens in an 
exceptional year. I suspect that like most 
people they were distinctly unimpressed, but at 
least they did not get the mower out and cut 
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them to smithereens, as usually happens on 
grass verges like this. (As if finding one 
location for this bolete was not enough, it later 
turned up again in Green Lane, Prestwood.) 
 Westrick Walk had other interesting 
toadstools, too, like Sepia Bolete B. porosporus 
(another species also found in Green Lane and 
on other roadsides) and the rare Russula 
amoenolens, a dull brown thing. Although all 
these fungi live close to old trees, with whom 
they make connections via the roots, they are 
beneficial, because they share minerals from 
the soil with the trees that the latter cannot 
extract on their own. Most fungi are helpful – 
even vital – in this way, but a few unfortunately 
cause harm, and these include another species 
I found on Westrick Walk, in the form of 
knobbly shiny dark brown brackets with a white 
edge growing right at the base of an old oak 
tree. This was the expressively-named Root 
Rot Heterobasidion annosum which is parasitic 
and destroys the roots, usually on conifers 
rather than our native trees. It was only a 
week or so later when I received a call from 
member Tina Hillas, who lives in Westrick 
Walk, to say that a tree had fallen, slightly 
damaging one of the houses (photo Page 7). 
When I went to look I found it was the very 
same tree, but I was surprised that it was so 
soon that the tree’s roots had become too weak 
to support it. I think this historically important 
line of trees can be protected (and could be 
renewed by planting young trees in the gaps) 
but obviously one will have to keep a look out 
for signs of fungal disease when they are so 
close to houses. Next year I hope to start 
surveying for potential road-verge reserves 
(see separate item) and Westrick Walk will be 
high on the list, but we shall have to be 
concerned with conservation not only of trees 
and fungi, but houses too! 
 But I have not finished with boletes 
yet! One group of boletes, Suillus, has sticky 
reddish-brown caps and grow in association 
with conifers, so it is not a group one expects 
to find much around here. But Val found a little 
group growing under firs in Windsor Lane, 
Little Kingshill. This turned out to be one of 
the rarest of all, Suillus collinitus, quite pretty 
with its lemony pores, which is classified as 
“Vulnerable” on the British Red Data list! 
 Angling Spring Wood, where we have 
had annual forays for several years, is one of 
our great fungus habitats. Every year we add 

more to the list, and this year it was also 
reassuring to see the reappearance, after 
several years, of Old Man of the Woods, a rare 
and unmistakeable shaggy bolete, 
Strobilomyces strobilaceus, first noticed this 
year by the Carr family (photo p7). On our 
foray we got six “first records” for the wood. 
Participants were particularly interested in the 
strangely shaped ones like Jellybaby(!) Leotia 
lubrica (photo p7), Elfin saddle Helvella 
lacunosa, some old tatty Horn of Plenty 
Craterellus cornucopioides, and Wood 
Hedgehog Hydnum repandum, sold in French 
markets as Pied de Mouton, and having spines 
underneath the cap rather than gills or pores.  
 But the two that most excited me were 
rather unremarkable dull brown toadstools 
which I did not recognise and had to study at 
home. They were Webcaps or Cortinarius 
species. This genus is notorious for having some 
of the rarest of our woodland fungi, and the 
most difficult to identify! One turned out to be 
C. dionysae, a very rare fungus that has few 
British records. The other was the slightly less 
rare C. caninus. Because of their rarity I 
seldom come across many Cortinarius, so have 
had little practice with them. I was about to 
get plenty. Carrying out a survey of Sandwich 
Wood, Little Kingshill, on behalf of the owner, 
in the middle of October, Val and I discovered 
16 rare fungi, 8 of them “first records” and 
another, C. caninus, that would have been, had 
we not just found it in Angling Spring. The 
latter was just one of six Cortinarius species 
here, over half of all the Cortinarius I have 
ever identified in this area, all in one wood! 
They included two Red Data Book species, the 
“endangered” Violet Webcap C. violaceus and 
the “vulnerable” C. largus, another lilac-
coloured species, but paler than the Violet 
Webcap. 
 There were many more rarities this 
year, but no space to mention them, apart from 
saying that the BAP species, Pink Waxcap, 
which comes up every year at Holy Trinity 
churchyard, graced us in yet another location 
there this year. I just wish that these 
beautiful waxcaps did not get mown off so 
quickly over the few weeks they come up in the 
autumn.    Tony Marshall 
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Glow-Worm Monitoring 
For four years now I have been trying to 
monitor glow-worms along a fixed transect at 
Hampden Bottom. The idea of transect walking, 
as with monitoring butterflies, is to be able to 
compare figures from year to year. A set walk 
is followed after dark three or four times 
between late June and early August (the 
season when females may be seen glowing to 
attract mates), counting the number of beetles 
seen glowing. It has taken until this year to 
establish a full transect, but the main chalk 
grassland bank has been monitored for 3 out of 
the 4 years. It was chosen because a casual 
walk in 2006 revealed at least a hundred 
glowing on one night. The idea of repeating the 
walk several times in one season is that not all 
females glow on a particular night and they 
stop glowing when they have mated successfully 
– visiting a couple of weeks later is likely to 
mean that all those seen glowing are new 
specimens, so no double-counting. 
 It so happens that 2006 must have 
been a special year, because in 2007 49 were 
seen glowing over three visits, in 2008 nine, 
and in 2010 just three!  It is too early to draw 
any conclusions, as populations seem to vary 
considerably from year to year, but it has been 
disappointing not to relive the 2006 experience 
so far.  In 2008 we discovered two other 
nearby fields had glow-worms, but the sites 
were too difficult to walk in pitch dark – using 
a torch defeats the purpose of spotting the 
steely little glows down in the long grass.   

This year I established a new approach 
to the first field through a woodland, not a 
habitat where one expects glow-worms, but at 
least there was a well-worn path that I could 
more or less follow without light, just by feel 
under foot.  It was to my great surprise that I 
found there were glow-worms here too, 15 all 
told over three trips: more than I encountered 
in the grassland!  So this means that I can add 
the wood to the regular transect and time 
taken to walk to the field (which is not near a 
road) is not wasted. On my return I decided to 
walk along the edge of the wood, rather than 
through it, and encountered two glow-worms 
here on one occasion, even though it was just a 
narrow margin beside ploughed land. 

The biggest problem with transect 
walking is being around for long enough each 
year during what is the usual holiday season! It 
is also frustrating that the best nights (for 

glow-worms) are those with little moonlight, 
but no light at all can make it incredibly 
difficult to walk across country, and the little 
rustlings around one can be a bit unnerving 
(although I think they are only deer). One of 
the biggest surprises through the wood was 
encountering a hornet flying at midnight, not 
something one would have expected, and not 
something one would normally ever find out! 

I am grateful to Val Marshall and Ian 
Taylor for accompanying me on some of my 
trips – lone cross-country walking at midnight is 
not really recommended, although I have grown 
used to it now.  Maybe see you around some 
time?       Tony Marshall 
 

The Orchard Survey 
As part of Natural England’s national survey of 
orchards, with emphasis on remnants of old 
orchards that support special wildlife, I 
carried out surveys in the PN area (plus a bit 
more), looking at a hundred potential sites. The 
results have been forwarded to the People’s 
Trust for Endangered Species (PTES), which 
has been contracted to compile the national 
picture. Old orchards are now considered an 
endangered habitat and represented in the 
national and county Biodiversity Action Plans. 
 Quite a few of the possible orchards 
identified by PTES from a desk study with 
maps and aerial photos turned out not to be 
present, but I did come across some others 
that the PTES study missed. We now have a 
database of 52 orchards (minimum six fruit 
trees) in our area, with a concentration in the 
SE sector from Prestwood to Hughenden to 
Holmer Green to Little Kingshill. Most are small 
fragments, averaging under half an acre, the 
smallest no more than 100 square metres, part 
of someone’s garden, but there are a few quite 
sizable ones, up to 5½ acres (the Old Orchard, 
Little Kingshill). Most have been orchards for a 
considerable time, on average about a hundred 
years, with one shown even on the 1840 tythe 
map (that at Andlow’s Farm, Prestwood). The 
oldest extant trees are mostly about one 
hundred years, as by this age they are usually 
quite decrepit (although at their best for the 
range of wildlife using them). The average girth 
of the older trees was 113cm (probably planted 
about 1945), but they went up to 225cm, which 
could well have been planted in the nineteenth 
century! (The oldest ones were found at the 
Old Orchard and another large orchard at 
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Holmer Green.) It is surprising that so many of 
these really old trees have survived, given that 
many collapse before getting so venerable and 
others are cut down because they no longer 
produce usable fruit. With an average of about 
20 older trees per orchard, one can estimate 
that our area contains a thousand veterans, a 
sizable wildlife resource. Ironically, one of the 
reasons for the survival of many of these is the 
economic collapse of commercial orchards fifty 
years ago, so that there has been limited 
renewal since then and many have simply been 
neglected. But with so many trees about to 
disappear by natural decay, there is an urgent 
need for planting of new trees at the same 
sites so that the specialist wildlife can 
transfer before it is too late. Only a few 
orchards have had consistent renewal, such as 
that at Collings Hanger Farm, Prestwood, and 
the Old Orchard. 
 Most remaining orchard fragments are 
now contained within private gardens (hardly 
any have public access). This tends to mean 
that the habitat is over-tidied and the grass 
mown too regularly, reducing their use to 
wildlife, which requires some long grass and 
other plants, and dead wood left standing or 
lying around. Nine were grazed (mostly by 
horses, but some by cows, sheep and even 
geese), and these were usually better than the 
mown ones, especially where grazing was low 
intensity (e.g. Collings Hanger, Old Orchard). 
On average the eight neglected orchards were 
even better for wildlife, but the lack of 
renewal means that they will soon no longer 
exist as orchards. Sadly, one of the best and 
second largest of the old orchards is 
deliberately being left by the owners, who are 
waiting for Green Belt rules to be relaxed so 
that they can sell it as building land. Once some 
of the old fruit varieties here die they will be 
gone forever. Fortunately the owner of the Old 
Orchard is interested in renewal and 
maintaining the wildlife interest, while getting 
at least some commercial return. 
 While Prestwood was particularly known 
for its cherry orchards, a wide range of fruit is 
represented in the fragments surveyed, with 
apples being most frequent (90% of all the 
orchards), cherries next (70%), followed by 
plums (including damsons and greengages, 60%) 
and pears (56%).  Many orchards had all four. 
Other fruits represented (at least two sites 
each) were walnut, cobnut, cherry-plum, 

gooseberry, medlar, quince, sweet chestnut, 
redcurrant and mulberry. 
 Notable wildlife (such as green 
woodpecker nest-holes, the ant-beetle, jet 
ants, mistletoe or a varied natural ground flora) 
was often lacking where the orchards were 
over-managed and fewer than half had any 
obvious wildlife value, but these still constitute 
a valuable number (21). The national survey is 
particularly searching for signs of the very 
rare noble chafer, an attractive beetle only 
known from old orchard trees, where it spends 
almost all its life-span of some two or three 
years as a grub feeding on wood- and fungus-
refuse in hollow trunks. It has not been 
recorded in Bucks for over 100 years, and is 
known only from a few orchards in 
Herefordshire and one in Kent. I found what 
might have been the frass of the noble chafer 
in one tree and sent it off for analysis, but this 
got lost in the post! Unfortunately, for rather 
complicated reasons that are no-one’s fault, I 
have not since been able to regain access to 
obtain another sample. Having since seen a 
sample of noble chafer frass, I know that what 
I saw was certainly very much like it. This could 
be our most important orchard of all, but again 
it urgently requires renewal.   Tony Marshall 
 

Message from the Membership 
Secretary 

Could I ask all members who have access to the 
internet to consider receiving the newsletter 
by email rather than as a hard copy. To produce 
and deliver a hard copy to each member takes 
up a resource which adds to our carbon 
footprint. As an environmental society we 
should be looking closely at how we can protect 
the general environment. 

On the renewal form a line has been 
added asking you to let us know if you will 
receive the letter in an electronic form.  So all 
that is needed is to fill in your current email 
address and tick the box when you send it back 
with your subscription. 

Many thanks.    
Vanessa Rickett 
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PHOTO PAGE 
 

 
Wood Blewits (a common edible species) 
 

Orchard Farm, Hughenden, part of orchard survey, page 5 
 

 
Fallen tree Westrick Walk Photo ©RJP 2010 (see page 4) 
 

 
Hard Fern (see page 2) 

 
Boletus fechneri (see page 3) 
 

 
Dwarf Thistle (see Members’ News page 2) 
 

 
       Jelly Baby fungus (see page 4) 

 

 
Basket of fungi from Angling Spring Wood 

Photo Carr family (see page 4)
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Bees in Winter 
There will be no signs of bumble bees in the 
garden now as the overwintering queens are 
safely tucked away hibernating. They will 
remain in their chosen site often underground 
waiting for the ground to warm up in March and 
April before emerging to start finding a nest 
site to rear next season’s bumble bees. 

Most solitary bees pass the winter as 
pupae. They will wait for warmer weather 
before they emerge to mate and the females 
lay the eggs for next year's generation. 

However honey bees do not hibernate. 
They gather in a cluster inside the hive with 
the queen in the centre and keep warm by using 
up the food they have stored the previous 
year. A blanket of snow on top of the hive helps 
to insulate them and the heat they generate 
can partially melt the snow giving a doughnut-
like effect (see picture). When the beekeeper 
sees this he is reassured that the colony is still 
surviving despite the weather outside. 

 

 
 
As they are not hibernating the bees do 

need to leave the hive from time to time. They 
have to carry out two basic functions - to make 
cleansing flights (do a poo) and to gather water 
which they need to dilute the honey before 
they eat it. If you have hives near you it is 
possible that you may see a few bees out on a 
fine day during the winter when the air 
temperature is well above freezing. 

All being well the queen will start to lay 
eggs again at the end of January/beginning of 
February. By the end of the month the workers 
will be out and about at every opportunity 
searching mainly for pollen which they will find 
on crocuses, snowdrops and willow trees. The 
hazel catkins (although a wind pollinated plant) 
also provide pollen which the bees obtain by 
running over the surface of the catkin. 

As more plants come into flower in 
spring nectar becomes available and the bees 
forage amongst the spring flowers. This is the 
time when the colony will build up and get too 
big for the hive and start to make preparations 
to swarm! Of which, more follows in the next 
newsletter.   Vanessa Rickett 

 
Project News 

Boug’s Meadow – the story so far 
‘Are you doing Community Service?’ I have been 
asked this question 3 times in the past 2 years 
when I have been working down at Boug’s 
Meadow. I say no and tell them about 
Prestwood Nature (PN) and then carry on. On 
reflection I was doing work for the community 
but not to pay back any debts I may have to 
society!  So what exactly have I (PN) been 
doing there and why?  

Back in 2006 Tony Marshall, Joy Mead, 
and I attended a meeting in Great Missenden 
to discuss the potential improvement of the 
meadow next to the car park in Link Road. From 
that meeting and the pledges of support from 
the attendees emerged the start of a new 
Prestwood Nature project.  All projects need a 
name to enable focus and communication. Tony 
did some research and found that the land used 
to be farmed by a family by the name of Boug 
so the project became Boug’s Meadow. 
 The original PN Management plan was 
drawn up and the funds sought to do the work. 
The key objective was to create a wildflower 
meadow with full public access as an amenity 
for the local residents of all ages. 
 It was envisaged that the creative part 
of the work would take about 3 years, with 
ongoing maintenance thereafter. 
 The Chiltern District Council (CDC) site 
is about 55m square and encompasses about 0.3 
hectare. Within its boundaries are the 
streambed of the (infrequently-flowing) 
Misbourne River, a meadow and a small copse. 
The western boundary runs alongside a car 
park, with Link Road on the southern side. The 
eastern boundary is next to a horse pasture 
and the north edge has a public footpath 
running along it. 
 When we took over the management of 
the site from CDC the meadow was a scruffy 
patch of weeds with virtually no wild flowers. 
Docks and nettles covered almost all of the 
meadow area and a soil sample test showed 
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that the fertility was such that significant wild 
flower growth was going to be difficult to 
achieve. The copse was totally overgrown and 
full of old unsafe elder. The eastern boundary 
was a decaying hedge, also predominately elder. 
The south boundary was fenced and the 
northern one with the footpath also partially 
bordered by old elder. Wildlife signs were 
restricted to residents of many enormous 
rabbit holes and a few birds in the copse. 
 On receipt of some funding from CDC 
and the Chilterns Conservation Board (CCB) we 
set about our task in earnest. Top priority was 
to start a regime of regular meadow cutting. By 
removing the spoil we hoped, over time, to 
gradually reduce the fertility of the soil. We 
could not get a large motorised mower and 
grass-box onto the site so we purchased 
scythes and field rakes. Tony had some 
experience of scything and we soon formed an 
effective team. Alongside the cutting and 
raking we also started to clear out the copse 
and planted a few trees and bulbs in and around 
the front of it. A soon-to-be large compost 
heap was starting to form on the southern 
boundary! Our overall effort was directed 
towards the achievement of the artist’s 
impression of the (future) site drawn up for us 
by Paul Moore. It can be seen on the site 
notice-board which was erected with a kind 
donation from the GM Rotary Club. 
 In 2008 freshly-cut hay was strewn on 
the scythed meadow. After much stamping and 
stomping on it we cleared it away hoping that 
we had shaken some of its seeds onto the 
ground - not much germinated! So, we carried 
on with the cutting regime and then in 
November 2009 we scarified the meadow 
surface and scattered £400 worth of seed on 
it. Although some of them germinated docks 
and nettles continued to be the dominant 
features of the landscape! Since then the 
nettles have gradually receded in favour of 
grasses and flowering plants but the docks are 
still growing strongly! 
 Last winter we erected a picket fence 
along the car park boundary with netting to 
stop litter ingress. Inside the fence we planted 
over 600 hedging plants. At the same time as 
the hedge planting we had a splendid oak bench 
built in the meadow. Soon after this The 
Chesham Archaeology Club did an initial survey 
of the site, expressing much interest in the 
wagon road we had already uncovered just 

inside the eastern boundary fence. This must 
have led to Missenden Abbey originally. They 
were also enthused by the small brick arched 
bridge over the streambed. They did some 
‘sample’ trench digs around the overall site and 
plan to return to the site, probably next year. 
 This autumn we felled the straggly 
elder trees along the eastern boundary and 
cleared out a two metre hedge-line where we 
then planted a good selection of trees and 
hedging with guards against the rabbits! 
Daylight now streams into what was once a dark 
copse. We also planted 30 trees around the 
meadow, kindly donated by the Village Centre 
Pre- School Nursery, Holmer Green. 
 So here we are more than 3 years into 
our plan. We have a car-park fence and hedge, 
an eastern boundary hedge, a bench, abating 
nettles, still-resistant docks, some emergent 
meadow grasses and plants, a much lighter and 
partially replanted copse and a huge compost 
heap! Our efforts have cost about £2700 in 
grants and we have contributed about 500 
hours of fairly strenuous voluntary labour. 
Many batches of (Valerie’s) flapjack have been 
eaten. We have experienced drought (but now 
have access to the water in the car park toilet 
block), rabbit invasions, litter ingress – 
including an enormous laughing gas canister, 
unwelcome strimming and cutting by mistake by 
CDC contractors, and of course the battle of 
the docks and nettles. On the plus side we have 
seen two grass snakes and had families of blue 
tits raised in the copse nest-box. Where do we 
go from here? 
 Well, we continue with the cutting 
regime. We will have a go at the dock with 
mattocks, foster and prune our new hedge 
plants, clear out more of the copse and 
properly establish our infant pathway through 
it. It will eventually be linked to paths cut 
through the swaying meadow grasses and 
flowers! We are confident we are winning in our 
overall bid to create a wildlife meadow. When 
the hedges mature we will lay them. 
 You never know one day we may even 
get the time to sit on the bench and enjoy the 
view!           John Obee, Boug’s Project Leader 
 

Heard on the VINE 
Feeling run down, depressed, anxious and 
frustrated? Perhaps you are suffering from 
disconnection from nature. Contemporary life 
affords much less opportunity for most people to 
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come into contact with nature, which is thought to be 
a great healer and comfort against the stresses of 
urban culture. A new organisation has been set up 
called VINE (Values in Nature and the Environment) 
to explore how we can become more reconnected 
with nature. It includes visits to Community Farms, 
Nature Reserves etc. The website is 
www.vineproject.org.uk. So next time you’re down in 
the dumps – go for a country walk, or better still, get 
stuck in at one of Prestwood Nature’s work parties! 

 
PN Ladybird Survey 2010 Results 
Four members took part in this survey, one 
covering two sites – her garden and a 
neighbouring meadow, and the rest just their 
gardens. Each participant keeps a diary of 
incidental observations and carries out a 20-
minute concentrated search once a fortnight. 
The latter provides a more reliable statistical 
index independent of search-effort.   

The number of different species seen, 
nine, was the largest since the beginning of the 
survey in 2008. This was three more than last 
year, although the number of “new” species was 
five, as the Orange and 24-spot Ladybirds seen 
in 2009 were not noticed again this year. 
 The commonest species was the 7-spot, 
accounting for three-quarters of all records.  
The alien Harlequin was the second commonest 
species (16%), with all other species together 
only accounting for 7% of all records. These 
other species were: 2-spot, 10-spot, 14-spot, 
16-spot, 22-spot, Cream-spotted and Pine. 
 Both the commonest species were 
present throughout the survey period, April to 
September, but 7-spots showed a period from 
24 May to 18 July when hardly any were seen 
(none in any of the gardens and just two in the 
meadow) in the fortnightly searches. During 
those weeks the Harlequin numbers peaked, 
with only 4 records (out of 33) occurring 
outside that period, so that there was an 
almost complete shift from 7-spots up to late 
May to harlequins until mid-July, and back to 7-
spots again thereafter. The reason for this 
distinct pattern may have been the warm late 
spring and early summer, encouraging the 
Harlequin whose natural habitat is hotter 
climates. The cooler end to the summer may 
have reduced Harlequin numbers, while the 
native 7-spot, habituated to cooler wetter 
weather, was unfazed. 
 Other than the above, there was little 
change in numbers over the survey period, 

although July had the highest number of 
different species. The earliest record was for 
15 March, when one participant reported large 
numbers of 7-spots freshly emerged from 
hibernation in her monkey-puzzle tree. The 
latest records were about the middle of 
September. 
 Numbers for different years 
(fortnightly searches only) are shown in the 
table.  Only the four garden sites have been 
included, as the numbers in the meadow site 
are much higher at certain periods.  [NB In 
2008 fortnightly searches were only made in 
three gardens.] 
 

Species 2008 2009 2010 

7-spot 1 55 59 

Harlequin 3 69 29 

2-spot 0 0 3 

10-spot 0 0 3 

14-spot 1 1 1 

16-spot 0 0 2 

22-spot 0 1 2 

24-spot 0 1 0 

Cream-spot 0 0 1 

Orange 0 1 0 

Pine 0 0 0 

TOTALS 5 128 100 

 
While numbers of 7-spots were comparable to 
2009 (after the disastrous previous year), the 
numbers of harlequins are considerably down, 
and numbers of other species are up from 4 to 
12.  At the meadow site, numbers of 7-spots 
were 91 in 2009 and 92 the next year, 
Harlequins went from 21 down to 4, and other 
species increased from 1 to 3, reflecting 
exactly the same pattern.       Tony Marshall 

 
Surveying Hughenden Parish Lands 

Under the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006, councils are charged 
with conserving biodiversity in all their 
functions, based on up-to-date information. We 
have already surveyed many of the spaces 
owned by Chiltern District and Great 
Missenden Parish Councils, but this year we got 
in touch with Hughenden Parish Council and 
they agreed to let us have access to their 
holdings as well. Plant censuses were carried 
out by Alan Showler (10 sites) and Tony 
Marshall (3 sites), and their combined report, 
including recommendations for improved 
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management to enhance biodiversity, was sent 
to the Parish Council in December. As with the 
previous survey of allotments at Prestwood, 
these cultivated spaces were found to be 
important for a number of uncommon “arable 
annuals”, including Many-seeded Goosefoot, 
which has also cropped up at our own Wildlife 
Garden this year and was carefully tended by 
Sue Devlin! At Hughenden allotments there 
were two very uncommon plants. Purple Viper’s-
bugloss is now only seen regularly at one site in 
this country – at the far end of Cornwall – but 
occasionally crops up as a casual. It will be 
surprising if it survives beyond its first year. 
The other plant, however, Upright Spurge, also 
known as Tintern Spurge, from the area where 
it is most often found, has already survived in 
these allotments for at least seven years and, 
with luck, may last much longer. The rarest 
plant properly native to this area was Narrow-
lipped Helleborine in Little Burnham Wood, a 
newly-planted woodland next to Hughenden 
allotments. This also grows in the field below 
and is obviously a survivor from the time when 
this was a good chalk grassland bank. It is a 
shame that a woodland was ever planted here, 
but we have recommended thinning and 
coppicing of trees and scrub control to create 
the right light conditions for more ground flora 
like this to thrive. We have also recommended 
that one rather sterile clay grassland area in 
Great Kingshill (former allotments) could be 
converted into a flower-meadow, and that two 
other sites might be good locations for planting 
orchard trees of old varieties (with one eye on 
the fact that we have more or less reached the 
limit of our space at Kiln Common). 
 

Nature on the Verge 
The Living Tapestry plan has particularly 
oriented our ideas towards “linking” habitats 
that allow natural species to spread and move 
between good-quality sites. Hedgerows are one 
example, and the hedgerow surveys we have 
conducted now for many years were given a new 
lease of life when Vanessa Rickett took over 
the project last year. We particularly examined 
hedges in the area identified by the national 
Hedgerows for Dormice project, which seeks 
to ensure that corridors for movement 
between known dormouse sites are of a 
suitable standard. As a result of this we hope 
to get financial support to fill gaps in a few 
hedgerows in the Denner Hill area. 

 Another “linear habitat” is provided by 
road-side verges (often accompanied of course 
by hedges). Although the County Council at one 
time proposed to set up road-side nature 
reserves (as occur in virtually every other 
county), this fell through. As several of their 
proposed sites were in our area and we know of 
several others that need better management 
for wildlife, in 2011 we shall start 
systematically surveying road-side verges to 
find out which ones are supporting important 
species. If you know of a verge that you think 
might be of interest, please let Tony Marshall 
know on 01494 864251. 

 

Making Space for Nature 
In September 2010 a major review of nature 
conservation in England was published, 
commissioned by the previous government. Sir 
John Lawton’s Making Space for Nature: a 
review of England’s wildlife sites and ecological 
network can be seen at 
http://tinyurl.com/2vza2u4. It concludes that 
our present system “does not comprise a 
coherent and resilient ecological network even 
today, let alone one that is capable of coping 
with the challenge of climate change and other 
pressures”, and argues “we need a step-change 
in our approach to wildlife conservation, from 
trying to hang on to what we have, to one of 
large-scale habitat restoration and recreation 
underpinned by the re-establishment of 
ecological processes and ecosystem services.” 
The approach is close to that of PN’s “Living 
Tapestry” plan and those of most other 
environmental organisations today.  24 
recommendations are based on five key 
approaches: 

(i) To improve the quality of 
current sites by better habitat 
management 

(ii) To increase the size of current 
wildlife sites 

(iii) To enhance connections 
between, or join up, sites, 
either through physical 
corridors, or through “stepping 
stones” 

(iv) To create new sites 
(v) To reduce the pressures on 

wildlife by improving the wider 
environment. 

 



12 

PN People and Projects 
Leader 

  
Project Other roles 

David Cann 865182 Davidcann147@yahoo.co.uk   Council member 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Grant 07801 
677205 

fiona.grant@veoliawater.co.uk Sheepwash Treasurer 

Gaye Pickard 865250 markandgaye@hotmail.co.uk Family  Activities  

George Lewis 862780 glewis@apm-mail.co.uk Kiln Common Orchard  

Ian Waller 488567 ian@hbf-uk.com Farming issues Council member 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny@ja-smith.fsnet.co.uk   Council member 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Chair 

Joy Mead 864011 joymead.t21@btinternet.com   Council member 

Lesley Stoner 890128 Lesley_Stoner@wycombe.gov.uk  Family Activities Secretary 

Susan Devlin 717630 susandevlin@supanet.com Wildlife Garden  

Susan Graham 866621 shgraham@mac.com Angling Spring Wood Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk Butterfly Transect Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Survey s; Chalk grassland 
projects (3); WLH project 

Wildlife records 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk Hedge and Tree Surveys Membership Secretary 

PN DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
(See above for contact information for project leaders) 

January 2011 

9 Sunday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Removal of holly, litter picking, coppicing squirrel damaged trees. Meet 
by the gate by the main road.  Limited parking, but short walk from either Great Missenden or Prestwood. 
Information: Sue Graham 
16 Sunday 10am-1pm Hatches Bank General tidying and scrub clearance. Meet at car park by the Common in Great 
Kingshill for transport to the site, so please be prompt. Information: Tony Marshall 
22 Saturday 10am-1pm White-letter hairstreak Planting hedge in cemetery near Parish Church of St Peter & St 
Paul, Great Missenden. Parking near church. We shall be working by the lane that goes north from there beside 
the old churchyard. Information: Tony Marshall 
February 

12 Saturday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood As 9 January 
19Saturday 2pm- 4pm Searching for White-letter Hairstreak butterfly eggs Two sites will be covered. Meet at 
Angling Spring Wood (gate by main road). Cars will be shared to second site (restricted parking). Information: 
Tony Marshall 
27 Sunday 10am-1pm Kiln Common Orchard Scarifying ground, removal of docks, planting/sowing ground plants. 
Greenlands Lane allotments, short walk from Prestwood High Street. Information: George Lewis 
March 

12 Saturday 10am-1pm Denner Hill Hedge planting and gap-filling for Dormice. Information: Vanessa Rickett 
20 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Gt. Missenden. Information: John Obee 
26 Saturday 10am-1pm Wildlife Garden Bug hotel building etc. Greenlands Lane allotments, short walk from 
Prestwood High Street. Information: Susan Devlin 
April 

2 Saturday 9:30 – 12:30 Holy Trinity Churchyard Continued scrub removal. Coffee & refreshments, but lunch not 
provided this time. Information: David Page 
17 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow As 20 March 
May 

7 Saturday 2-4pm (Venue tba) Bird & bat box construction for children and parents 
15 Sunday 10am-1pm Prestwood Picnic Site Cowslip counting. Public event organised by Wycombe Rangers 
22 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow As 20 March 
June 

11 Saturday 9am -12 Angling Spring Wood As 9 January but note summer start time 
19 Sunday 9am-12 Boug’s Meadow As 20 March but note summer start time 
 

Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 valmarshall@waitrose.com 
Printed on recycled paper by David Page.  Distributed by Jenny Smith. 
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