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NEWSLETTER 25    June 2011 
 
Conservation Group  
for the Prestwood Region 
 

Chair’s Column 
Hello everyone. It’s early May as I write. Valerie and I have just returned from a local walk during 
which we saw our first pair of (2011) whitethroats. We have been pleased to see several skylarks, 
yellowhammers and a pair of linnets on recent walks. We were also fortunate to both hear and see a 
cuckoo on the wing. In The Observers Book of Birds which I have had since I was a kid it says linnets 
are classed as abundant. Oh, that it were true! None of the songbirds are really abundant these days, 
although there are still some warblers singing in the woods. I find it very difficult to sort out their 
different songs apart from blackcap, chiffchaff and willow warbler. 
 I hope you have had a good spring after our severe winter. The prolonged, extremely cold 
weather seems to have resulted in an extraordinary display of intense blossom this year – truly 
beautiful above the carpets of bluebells. The winter conditions also brought lesser redpolls to our 
garden for the first time. They became the 41st species to visit our patch during our 28 year 
occupancy, not counting the aerial visitors in the skies above like red kite and buzzard. We also had 
jackdaws trying to nest in our chimney a few weeks ago. They made a right mess of the hearth! 
(Perhaps even more unusual were the red-legged partridges roosting on Nic Heald’s roof!) 

PN activities are in full swing again with the improved weather. The butterfly transect is up 
and running. Boug’s Meadow and the holly at Angling Spring Wood are getting regular haircuts. The 
Wildlife Garden now boasts a bug hotel and we have been planting hedges (for dormice) at Denner Hill. 
The list of future activities is in this Newsletter. Come along and be a barber, stay at the bug hotel or 
simply have a coffee – you will be very welcome! 
 Thank you for renewing your membership. Your support is essential to both PN and the local 
environment. I hope to see you at one of our activities. Meantime, happy wildlife hunting!      John Obee 

 

 
Ox-eye daisies in meadow opposite Great Missenden  CofE school          Photo Jenny Smith 
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From the Editor  
This is another bumper edition full of your sightings 
and activities from an exciting spring-time. Come 
along, join in and see these things for yourselves.  PN 
is very ‘hands-on’ and welcoming. I look forward to 
reporting more of the things you have seen and done 
in our next edition – look out for it in September! 
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Members’ News 
It is interesting to plot the progress of spring each 
year from your reports in this issue of the 
newsletter, which covers January to May. The first 
report of note, however, was still a sign of winter, 
this year marked by a large influx of Scandinavian 
Waxwings all across the country. After many reports 
from High Wycombe, Mike Collard let me know of a 
small flock in Walter's Ash on 19 January (gone by 
the time I got there), and it was not until the very 
last day of March that he was able to report them in 
Prestwood, in Wrights Lane feeding on berries. This 
time I was luckier and could observe them for the 
first time myself, only a short trot from home. 
There was a flock of 30 or so and they stayed much 
of the day. When they flew, given their size and that 
their pinkish colour did not show up against the sky, 
they looked just like a flock of starlings, but up close 
they are striking birds. It was surprising that these 
winter visitors were still here at such a late date, 
because by then various signs of spring had arrived. 
 Our first movement of the year came from 
a common Seven-spot Ladybird in a hedge in Great 
Missenden on 8 February, but they often emerge on 
warmer days throughout winter, so the more certain 
sign was Frog spawn in the garden pond of Susan 
Graham on 24 February. So Sue gets our Herald of 
Spring award 2011! The first butterfly was a Small 
Tortoiseshell seen by John Obee along Pipers Lane 
on 9 March, late for a first butterfly, reflecting the 
fact that we had had a proper winter. On 12 March 
many of us were planting a new hedge on Rolls Lane, 
Denner Hill. This being a really warm day, everything 
seemed to have decided it was spring, and I received 
reports all over the place of Brimstone from many 
members on that very day, while Holly Bennett, 
doing pond surveys for us, saw active Smooth and 
Great Crested Newts and Toads. 
 From then on spring seemed to come in a 
rush and we started getting unusually early dates for 
some things. Gorse and Marsh Marigold were in 
flower as usual by 16 March at the Sheepwash, as 
noted by Val Marshall, but the first Cowslip 
flowering at Boug's Meadow was a very early 20 
March (normal flowering period April-May). 
Elsewhere they were also flowering early and the 
Wycombe Rangers' planned public cowslip count at 
the Picnic Site on 15 May saw a sea of dead stalks! 
 Another sign of spring is Homo sapiens (me) 
emerging to do the first surveys. At Deep Mill Pond 
(now taken over from the County Council by the 
Chiltern Society) on 26 March, Holly Bennett and I 
got only our second record of the Water-beetle 
Agabus biguttatus, the first since 1979.  At Little 

Stocking Meadow, while searching refuges I had put 
down for reptiles (which only harboured Bank Voles) 
I also recorded the pretty black-and-white Heath 
Snail Helicella itala, the first record in our area, 
although it is usually prevalent on chalk downs. Our 
first, and so far only, reptile record was in fact just 
afterwards, when George Lewis reported Slow-
worms in his garden and under our refuges at 
Hatches Bank on 15 April. On the same day, Holly and 
I at Sheepwash saw a good colony of suspected 
Daubenton's Bats. Holly had to drive me back home 
quickly to fetch our bat detector to confirm them. 
 An uncommon Chiltern spring flower that is 
restricted to certain chalk woodlands around High 
Wycombe is Coralroot Cardamine bulbifera, which 
has pink flowers and purple "bulbils" up the stem, 
which fall off and reproduce new plants. They are 
relatives of the common lady's-smock or 
cuckooflower and often found among bluebells. Val 
and I did a check for them in their known woods 
around here - Piggotts, Gomms, Longrove, Theeds - 
where they were still in good numbers, and we also 
picked them up on the side of Boss Lane (19 April). 
Another relative of lady's-smock is the alien New 
Zealand Bittercress Cardamine corymbosa.. This 
pretty little creeping plant with white flowers 
appeared of its own accord in our garden last year. 
We were glad to see it had survived and was 
flowering on 20 April. It has probably been 
introduced by garden centres as an "alpine" for 
rockeries. Another rare spring flower is Star-of-
Bethlehem, which may be native in our area - there 
are a few colonies well away from houses, although 
most are near gardens and obvious escapes. It seems 
to have been a good year for them, as they were 
reported from several new sites, and also one old 
one, at Holy Trinity churchyard by Christine 
Hoskins. It is impossible to know whether it is native 
or not there, with so many flowers planted among 
the graves. I should also mention only our second 
record for Medium-flowered Wintercress that Val 
found at Heath End, not far from my earlier record 
at Peterley Manor Farm. Its larger, more vigorous 
relative Common Wintercress was doing well on many 
roadsides this year - it is a variable plant, with good 
showings some years and few the next. 
 By 1st of May the summer visitors were 
with us. John Obee saw Garden Warbler and 
Blackcap at Boug's Meadow on that day, and then 
went for lunch with Valerie Obee at the Full Moon at 
Little Kingshill, where they first heard and then saw 
our first Cuckoo, a bird very scarce around here in 
the last few years. This one stayed put, however, as 
several more members reported it from exactly the 
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same spot over the next few weeks. Indeed, Val M. 
and I were pleased to hear it calling while we 
surveyed plants in Sandwich Wood nearby on 13 May; 
in fact so persistent was it that we eventually got 
quite fed up with it! Pity they don't have nest-
building to keep them occupied. 
 There were other noisy animals around, too. 
On the next two days Val and I encountered randy 
Roe Deer males barking loudly in both Meadsgarden 
and Hampdenleaf Woods. At the latter we were 
pleased to note two rare plants, Pale lady's-mantle 
and White Helleborine, still there as recorded many 
years ago. We met Peter Daltry at the Picnic Site on 
2 May and he showed us a colony of over 120 
Adder's-tongue Ferns, the first time they had been 
seen there. Perhaps, after last year’s major dogwood 
clearance, they were from buried seed responding to 
the light. Let’s hope they thrive, as this is one of only 
two local sites for this plant. Over the next few 
days, both at the Picnic Site and the field next to it, 
the less common spring butterflies were active - 
Brown Argus, Small Heath, and Dingy Skipper, and on 
7 May Tom Dunbar, our colleague at Butterfly 
Conservation, spotted a Duke of Burgundy at the 
Picnic Site, where it was also seen by one of our 
regular transect walkers, supplementing the record 
we got last year in the next field (see report on the 
2010 Transect below). There seems little doubt that 
we have a breeding colony of this rare butterfly. 
 By now birds were well into breeding. Val and 
I encountered Skylark singing over a field on the 
Wren Davis farm on 6 May, Angela deMuynck 
reported Swallows nesting as usual at Sedges Farm 
on 7 May, and Val saw several pairs of Lapwing 
nesting on one of Ian Waller's fields at Great 
Hampden on 14 May. Now the dog-roses and the ox-
eye daisies are out, and we are really into summer. 
We currently seem headed into drought, so who 
knows how things will turn out. There have been some 
unusual signs. Woodland hollies flowered prolifically 
this year, when these bushes in the shade hardly 
ever do so. There have been huge numbers of some 
insects, heavily perforating the leaves of many trees 
and shrubs. We have had wave after wave of queen 
wasps and hornets around the house, all of which 
must have founded nests by now. Nature never rests 
and we can only watch fascinated by the sidelines.  

Tony Marshall 

 

 

Project News 
Angling Spring Wood 
I suspect many members have a favourite view 
of Angling Spring. The bluebell carpet probably 
ranks high or perhaps the green, cathedral-like 
space and calm of high summer. Mine is the 
winter sunrise filtered through the trees, 
misty yellow and amber: an ethereal morning 
glimpse of something beautiful while I sit in 
traffic on Martinsend Lane. To stroll through 
the woods any time of year is a restorative 
treat; a hundred metres in and the buzz of 
traffic is replaced by the tuneful burble of a 
blackcap or the startled ‘yaffle’ of a green 
woodpecker far up in the rustling tree tops.  

While many enjoy the beauty and 
tranquillity of the woods, not everyone is aware 
what a rich wildlife amenity they are - possibly 
one of the best in our local area. Angling Spring 
Wood is home to uncommon species of insect, 
including hoverflies, bees, beetles, butterflies 
and, as one might expect in ancient woodland, 
an extraordinary array of fungi, with evocative 
names such as Old Man of the Woods, Chicken 
of the Woods and Deathcap.  

So, gazing up at the light-diffusing 
canopy, also ponder the exotic hidden world 
beneath your feet! Angling Spring is home to 
the pleasantly named ‘slender slug’, a nationally 
designated species of conservation concern. 
Unlike the reviled garden slug, this is a rather 
attractive specimen - golden yellow with violet 
horns! An indicator species of ancient 
woodland, it feeds on toadstools. 
 The biological variety of these woods is 
all the more astounding given their intensive 
use by people: hikers, dog walkers, children en 
route to school, cyclists and horse riders. They 
are owned and managed by Chiltern District 
Council. Back in 2004, PN in collaboration with 
CDC and a new forestry consultant drew up a 
management plan whose overall aim is to 
protect and increase the biodiversity of these 
woodlands, while encouraging public access. PN 
volunteers have been working towards these 
goals over the past few years to good effect. 
 Recent forestry work commissioned by 
CDC removed larch in areas that were cleared 
and replanted in the 1980s. The clearance aims 
to allow young hornbeam, beech, oak and cherry 
to flourish – if grey squirrel depredations allow!  
 Squirrel damage in the woods is a real 
challenge. Many of the next generation of 
canopy trees, especially young oak, beech and 
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cherry, have been lost to ring-barking. 
Squirrels nibble the bark all the way round the 
tree, about 3 to 5 meters from the base, killing 
the tree from that point. Coppicing squirrel-
damaged trees (which will never attain a good 
height) will provide cover for birds and insect 
habitat. In this way we can at least try to 
salvage a less-than-ideal situation.  
 Another challenge comes from exotic 
garden species invading due to dumping of 
garden waste by local households: we continue 
to cut back or dig up laurel, Leycesteria and 
others. Garden waste also skews the nutritional 
make-up of the soil, to the detriment of fungi 
and native plants. 
 Holly is invading many local beech woods 
like Angling Spring. Although a native species, 
holly’s tendency to form thickets changes the 
character of the woods, restricting light and 
suppressing wild flowers. In the last two years 
volunteers have removed a lot near the gate on 
Martinsend Lane. It is prickly, tough work: the 
lower branches layer with ease into the leaf 
mould, forming new plants and - in a few years - 
new thickets. Pulling up roots is the best 
solution but not always possible. When it works, 
however, it is very satisfying! Our onslaught 
against the holly is already paying a floral 
dividend: by April 2011 the bluebells in this 
area had made a strong comeback.  
 Recent changes in management are 
yielding unexpected gains. For the first time, 
the rare silver-washed fritillary and white-
letter hairstreak butterflies were recorded 
here. They were observed feeding on thistles, 
buddleia etc near the road-gate last summer, 
though their breeding area is probably on the 
main ride where their larval food plants (dog 
violet for SWF and elm for WLH) are more 
abundant. It is ironic, and a testament to the 
resilience and opportunism of nature, that the 
ill-conceived hard-standing area installed in 
2003 (destroying bluebells) has produced a 
growth of weedy flowers benefiting some 
wildlife species. 
 It is most encouraging to see the 
surprisingly short space of time it has taken 
for these butterflies to become established. 
Work-party plans include continuing to widen 
and scallop the edges of the main ride to allow 
more light in, partly by coppicing squirrel-
damaged trees in that area. This will encourage 
insects and plants, including butterflies and 
their foodplants.  

 In the last few years we have removed 
large lengths of ‘rabbit proof’ wire fencing 
installed in the 1980s: this has created a more 
natural, open aspect, allowing people into areas 
previously inaccessible. Many walkers in the 
woods have commented on how much they 
appreciate these changes. 
 None of these improvements could 
happen without the hard work of volunteers, so 
a hearty ‘thank you’ to all who have given their 
time! These increases in biodiversity and 
improvement in the overall quality of the 
woodland show your effort is paying off. 
 We can always use more help. If you 
would like to join us, why not come to a work 
party? (See list on back page.) It’s cheaper 
than a gym membership, and you will be out in 
the fresh air with others who care about the 
woods. And we even break for drinks and 
snacks at half-time! Not all the work in the 
woods is hard: for any of you unable to take on 
the more physical work, we always appreciate 
help with things like litter-picking.    

Sue Graham 
 

Wildlife Garden: Building for Bugs 
Recently we had a very creative time building 
two creature habitats at the Wildlife Garden.  
We now have a log wall and a rather 
magnificent ‘bug hotel’. They offer shelter to 
garden wildlife, and serve a practical purpose in 
the garden. The log wall creates a visual break 
between the flower bed and the long grass, and 
the bug hotel screens the compost heaps from 
view. Both were built from unwanted material 
destined for landfill, even the logs which are 
holly and unsuitable for burning.   

Hopefully, small creatures such as 
woodlice, beetles and centipedes will take up 
residence. They will either help in the garden 
by eating pests or breaking down waste, or 
provide food for other creatures such as birds, 
frogs and hedgehogs.   

So our building efforts look good and 
are great for the wildlife in the garden. They 
cost nothing, were easy and huge fun to make 
(good for kids to do), and everyone went home 
wanting to build one in their own garden. Please 
come and look. Visit the garden in Greenlands 
Lane Allotments any time, or join one of our 
work parties. For information about the garden, 
or how to build a bug hotel, contact Sue Devlin 
on 07875 652803 or susandevlin@supanet.com. 

Sue Devlin 
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Butterfly Transect 2010 
In 2010 the total number of individual 
butterflies recorded was 2,263, covering 23 
species. Numbers are still appreciating after 
the poor years of 2007-2008, but have still not 
reached those for the start-year in 2006 (but 
see below). While the number of species is the 
same as the year before, we did not pick up 
Brown Argus or Painted Lady in 2010, but did 
record a Fritillary (first for transect) and 
Duke of Burgundy, absent in 2009. 

The number recorded for each walk 
varied a lot from one (last week in April) to 347 
(mid-July). On the whole, given the life-cycles 
of different species and the change in 
temperature over the year, numbers of adults 
flying build up gradually in spring, reach a peak 
in midsummer, declining rapidly as September 
approaches, a pattern we have seen every year, 
but numbers also vary with weather conditions 
on the day. Mid-April was very sunny and we 
started with a good fortnight April 10-23, 
averaging 26 butterflies each week, but then it 
got colder again and numbers plunged to single 
figures before decent conditions returned near 
the end of May, when there was more than 85% 
sunshine and on average over 60 butterflies 
each week. With summer species prominent by 
July, especially meadow brown, which tends to 
swamp numbers of other species, records leapt 
to several hundreds a week. Though there was 
only one week during the main summer period 
when there was more than 85% sunshine, this 
was compensated in July by temperatures well 
above 20°C. In the second half of August 
numbers began to go below 100 and were down 
to five in late September. 

Numbers of butterflies are thought to 
be dependent on amount of sunshine, 
temperature, and windiness. During 2010 we 
had no week when all three were near their 
optimum, so we did not get the really high 
figures of some previous years. Given the 
natural cycle of abundance it is difficult to 
examine the effects of weather systematically, 
especially when maximum sunshine occurred in 
the cooler part of the year. However, 
comparisons can be made by splitting the year 
into two halves, the first half up to mid-June 
covering the spring butterflies, and the second 
half dominated by the summer species, such as 
meadow brown, gatekeeper and ringlet. 

In spring to early summer numbers 
averaged 32 and significantly greater figures 

were obtained on days with little wind (average 
59), over 85% sunshine (53), and over 20°C 
(43). From this it would seem that wind (which 
interferes with flying) was the most important 
factor and temperature the least, probably 
because the spring butterflies are adapted to 
lower temperatures. In the late summer to 
early autumn, numbers averaged 141, and this 
time the greatest influence was over 85% 
sunshine (one week with 291), followed by 
temperatures over 20°C (average 179) and 
little wind (151). It seems that windiness is less 
important during this time of the year, when 
temperatures are generally quite high, as 
butterflies will generally be able to find more 
sheltered spots (shady but still warm) where 
they can fly to nectar sources. 

 

The commonest species, as always, was 
Meadow Brown, with 700 records. It does not 
appear until half-way through the season, but 
then it is present in just about every week and 
seen at some time in every section, with 
maxima around 150 for the first half of July 
before the weather got less clement. The 
percentage of meadow browns, out of all 
species, has more or less steadily declined 
from 2006 (55%) to 2010 (31%). The meadow 
brown is therefore becoming less dominant and 
if we just look at numbers of all other species, 
we find that 2010 has actually been our best 
year so far. Are meadow browns genuinely on a 
decline and why? It will be interesting to see 
what happens to this species in future years. A 
scarcity of long grass in late summer may be 
affecting its breeding success, or did the cold 
winter of 2009-10 reduce over-wintering 
larvae? 

The commonest of the other species 
was the Common Blue, with 401 records (up 

from 105 and seventh place in 2009), by far 
the highest total we have ever had for this 
species. The spring brood reached a maximum 
of 46 in early June, when it started declining 
and was absent altogether for a couple of 
weeks in July before the summer emergence 
which peaked at 92 in mid-August. Ringlet had 
another good showing this year with 215 over 
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10 weeks (slightly up on 205 for 2009), like the 
meadow brown not emerging until the middle of 
the season. It was only unseated from being 
the second most numerous butterfly again by 
the performance of common blue this year.   
 At the rare end we had four notable 
sightings. A Fritillary was seen just once, in 
Meadsgarden Field in early June, but the 
recorder (Vanessa Rickett) was not able to get 
close enough to identify which species. Silver-
washed fritillaries were seen in a couple of 
places in our area this year, but later in the 
summer, as it would not usually appear until the 
end of June. This leaves the intriguing 
possibility that it was a Dark Green Fritillary, 
which used to appear at the neighbouring Picnic 
Site several years ago and was last seen in 
2007 in Lodge Wood. It emerges earlier in 
June than the silver-washed. With its food-
plant, violet, common along the top edge of the 
field, is there a colony surviving here? This is 
certainly one to look out for in 2011. 
 There were also two specimens of Duke 
of Burgundy recorded in the same week, one on 
Denner Hill and the other in Meadsgarden 
Field, exactly the locations where they were 
last seen in 2006 and at precisely the same 
time of year. This, like the fritillary – 
whichever one it was – is a decreasing species 
of environmental concern. If we can establish 
that there is a colony in our area, then this will 
be important news indeed (see Members’ 
News!). Again, we need to have a serious search 
for this butterfly in 2011. Both species need a 
delicate balance of sun and shade, with some 
ungrazed grass and a little scrub. 
 Three specimens of Small Heath, 
another much-decreased species, were seen by 
Lesley Stoner on Denner Hill in the middle of 
August. It has never disappeared from our 
area, but is only seen in small numbers, and this 
year was its worst performance to date. To 
pick it up on the transect is a good 
achievement, but last year 36 were recorded 
(almost all in one week, so the numbers are 
probably very dependent on when the visit is 
made). One of the Picnic Site specialities is 
Dingy Skipper, a notable species seen there 
every year. Ten were seen on transect this 
year (the highest number so far) in three 
different weeks, at the Picnic Site, 
Meadsgarden Field, and Denner Hill. Its main 
flight period is end of May to beginning of 
June, which covered two of the weeks it was 

seen, but there is sometimes a small second 
brood at the end of summer, and this is what 
must have been picked up by Angela de Muynck 
on 31 August. (The 2009 records were similarly 
made in July.) It is interesting that the rare 
Dingy Skipper ended up with a higher number 
of records than two much more familiar species 
– Red Admiral (7) and Small Tortoiseshell (8). 
The first of these is dependent on summer 
immigration, which did not seem to happen 
much this year and has not happened since 
2007 (we did not record a single Painted Lady, 
another common immigrant), while populations 
of the second have plummeted over the last 
few years, it is thought because of disease.  
While small tortoiseshells are generally 
thought to be recovering, there is little 
evidence yet in our figures. 

 
Glow Worm Transect 2010 
2010 was the fourth consecutive year that a 
colony of glow-worms centred at the picnic site 
off Hampden Road had been monitored during 
the months of June to August. 
Most of June proved disappointing as four 
transects were undertaken with no insects 
encountered. This was not altogether 
surprising as it was rather cold and wet with 
evening temperatures stubbornly remaining 
below 12°. However, on 28 June the evening 
temperature rose to 17° and 2 females and a 
male were located on the steep hillside bank 
next to the small oak tree. During the next two 
transects, 6 more females were seen to be 
glowing but only one male. This particular 
individual was recorded with a female on 13 
July underneath one of the picnic tables on the 
verge surrounding the car park. 

July's weather brought prolonged 
periods of rain, but evening temperatures were 
above 12° and the conditions did not seem to 
affect the glow-worms. On 19 July, 7 females 
and 2 males were located on the grass bank 
next to the car park. During the 26 July and 2 
August transects another 5 females and a male 
were recorded. Two further transects were 
subsequently undertaken in August but no 
other insects were recorded. 

Looking forward to the 2011 glow-worm 
season, it will be interesting to see how the 
dramatic overhaul of the picnic site undertaken 
by Wycombe District Council will affect the 
colony. The clearance of large areas of dense 
undergrowth will enable monitoring in regions  
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Duke of Burgundy  

 

 
Glow-worm                                                 Photo Ian Taylor 

 

 
Coralroot with bulbils 

 

 
Home bug hotel     Photo Sarah Lambert 
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once inaccessible. It will be fascinating to see 
if they expand into new areas. WDC has also 
made the decision not to mow the grass bank 
surrounding the car park until late August, 
under pressure from us. This will prevent 
unnecessary disturbance which in previous 
years has certainly affected the success of 
the colony. 

As a result of the colony being 
monitored for four years, the assumption can 
now be made that evening temperatures 
(rather than wind speeds, phases of the moon 
or the amount of precipitation) affect the 
chances of seeing glow-worms. It would also 
appear that a dry spell followed by a period of 
heavy rain results in an increase in the number 
of insects seen.           Ian Taylor 

 
Other News 

Bee Talk 
In the warmer weather of mid April the queen 
bumble bees finally emerged from hibernation 
and searched for sites to make a nest. They 
are very obvious, being large and flying around 
in what sometimes seems like ever-decreasing 
circles. Having found a suitable place they build 
nests of wax comb in which to lay eggs that 
develop into worker bees. By the time you read 
this newsletter the bumbles working the 
flowers for nectar and pollen in your gardens 
will be workers and the queen will remain in the 
nest carrying out her main function of laying 
eggs to provide the next generation. Nests can 
be in compost heaps, tussocks of grass, bases 
of hedges, under sheds - almost anywhere that 
will provide a dark, dry area safe from 
predators. But not often in commercial 
“bumblebee nests”! 
 If you are lucky enough to have a nest 
in your garden try and keep it safe through the 
summer - the bees will vacate it in the autumn 
so you can use the compost next year. Bumble 
bees do not swarm and there are unlikely to be 
more than about 200 bees in any one nest at 
the height of the season, so they should not be 
a problem. 
 Honey bees, however, do swarm as this 
is their method of increasing numbers and 
producing the next generation. May is generally 
the height of the swarming season when the 
colonies have built up after the winter and the 
workers decide there are enough bees for 
another nest. The swarm that emerges from 

the hive is composed of the old queen and half 
the workers, leaving behind a new queen and 
the rest of the colony. 
 In the current parlous state of honey 
bee health it is important that as many swarms 
as possible are caught and re-hived by an 
experienced bee keeper. Nearly all the feral 
colonies which used to exist in the countryside 
have disappeared - wiped out by disease and 
changing farming patterns. It is highly unlikely 
that any swarm that takes off from a managed 
hive will survive long in the wild. 
 If you do see a swarm do not be 
alarmed; although there may be several 
hundred bees clustered together they are 
generally in a good mood. They choose a nice 
warm, sunny, day (bees are much better 
weather forecasters than meteorologists) and 
have filled their stomachs with honey ready for 
the excursion. They hang in a tree or shrub, a 
few feet off the ground, waiting for the scout 
bees to find a new site. This is the point at 
which they can be collected by a beekeeper. 
Once they have found a new home, which may 
be in a chimney, roof, or outbuilding, they can 
be very difficult to access. 

So if you do find a swarm, keep calm 
and call a beekeeper. There are two local 
beekeeping associations Mid Bucks Beekeepers 
(07850085767) and High Wycombe 
Beekeepers. If the swarm is near your house, 
shut your doors and windows so the bees do not 
think that your spare bedroom would be a good 
place to set up home. Keep everyone away from 
the swarm until it has been collected or has 
decided to decamp elsewhere. 
 The beekeeper will be able to re-house 
the bees, treat them for disease and feed 
them so that they can continue to pollinate our 
plants and produce honey.         Vanessa Rickett 
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Butterflies and Phenology 
(Phenology is the study of the timing of natural events) 

For this account I have used not only our 
Transect data but all records received for the 
PN area. These have now been collected for 
sufficiently long to be able to start making 
tentative comparisons of change in first 
appearance dates over the last 20 years. These 
dates may provide indications of the effects of 
changing climate, as butterflies are very 
temperature dependent. 
(1) Over-winterers (Brimstone, Peacock, Small 
tortoiseshell, Comma) 
Over-winterers may emerge in small numbers 
on any sunny day, even in the early months, so 
the time of first sighting is mostly a matter of 
chance. Such early sunny days can occur in any 
year, so it is not surprising that the year of 
earliest emergence shows no particular trend. 
Nor do the averages for each five-year period, 
although there is a suggestion of steadily 
earlier dates over time in the case of the 
Brimstone (mid-March in the 1900s to 22 
February for 2006-10) and Comma (12 April to 
30 March). 
(2) Migrants (Red admiral, Painted lady) 
There is a suggestion of earlier dates for both 
red admiral and painted lady over time, with 
the earliest recorded dates both occurring in 
the last five years. While most of these 
sightings are probably early migrants, the 4 
February 2007 sighting of a red admiral (on a 
warm south-facing grass slope with good scrub 
cover) seems much too early and this was 
almost certainly an over-wintering individual, 
although red admirals over-winter much less 
often than species included in section (1). 
(3) Spring emergents (Orange-tip, Speckled 
wood, Green-veined white, Small white, Large 
white, Green hairstreak, Dingy skipper) 
In all cases the earliest emergence date is in 
the last six years, and in five cases out of 
seven in the last two years. The five-year 
comparisons, however, only show a weak trend 
over time, if any. 
(4) Late spring emergents (May-June) 
(Common blue, Meadow brown, Large skipper) 
The three commonest late spring emergents all 
exhibit a tendency for earlier first appearance 
dates over time. While they tend to emerge in 
May or June, earliest appearance dates in 
recent years overlap considerably with those of 
the spring emergents. 

(5) Spring and summer emergents (two 
generations each year) (Holly blue, Small 
copper, Brown argus) 
All the earliest appearance dates have been in 
the last three years, and there is a suggestion 
that small coppers are emerging earlier as time 
goes by (12 June in 1996-2000 to 6 May 2006-
10). In many years the spring appearance of 
these species has been missed and they have 
only been recorded in their summer generation, 
which is often more numerous. 
(6) Summer emergents (Marbled white, Hedge 
brown, Ringlet, Purple emperor, Silver-washed 
fritillary) 
All the earliest appearance dates are in the 
last six years, and there were no records at all 
of purple emperor or silver-washed fritillary 
before 2004, as these may represent new 
expansions into the area with a warmer climate. 
Trends over time are suggestive, but not all 
that clear, except that the emergence dates in 
the last five years are uniformly earlier than 
previous five-year periods, so that there is 
increasing overlap with the late spring 
emergents. Whereas all but marbled white used 
generally to appear only in July, now they are 
more and more likely to emerge in June, often a 
full fortnight earlier. 

Overall, where the data are sufficient 
to support analysis, there is a general tendency 
for earlier emergence dates particularly 
affecting the later emergents and migrants. 
Many of the early species like peacock, small 
tortoiseshell, orange-tip, green-veined and 
large whites, dingy skipper and holly blue 
appear to have been little affected, although 
even here there are exceptions, with 
brimstone, comma, speckled wood, and small 
white all showing trends towards earlier 
appearance. Among the later emergents the 
only exception to earlier dates in the last five 
years seems to be meadow brown, but this 
species may have been affected earlier than 
others, with an average fortnight shift from 
July to June occurring between 1996-2000 and 
2001-2005. Common blue shows a similar 
effect, moving from June to May at the same 
time. The average difference in appearance 
dates between 2006-10 and 2001-05 for those 
species that now appear earlier is between 14 
and 15 days, a major shift over such a short 
period.         Tony Marshall 
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Time Running Out for Peat? 
In March, we contributed to a DEFRA 
consultation on the withdrawal of peat for use 
in horticulture. Peatland is a rare and non- 
renewable habitat, the destruction of which 
endangers the plants and animals that depend 
on it, as well as increasing global warming and 
destroying vital archaeological information. 

DEFRA proposes to eliminate the use of 
peat for domestic use in soil improvers by 2013 
and in all potting compost by 2020. There are 
also provisions for better labelling of products 
and more information for home gardeners, who 
represent two thirds of the market for peat. 
The withdrawal date for professional 
horticulture is 2030, to give the industry time 
to find alternatives. All suppliers to 
government and public sector will have to be 
peat-free by 2015. 
 If this goes ahead, it means that peat 
based products will be gradually phased out 
over the next 8½ years. So now is the time for 
gardeners to start making the switch. Peat- 
free compost is slightly different to peat- 
based but it is easy to get used to, and modern 
composts are of high quality. New Horizon’s 
compost won the ‘Best Buy Container Compost’ 
award from Which? for 2010, and also came 
out very well in our own PN survey of peat free 
compost. It is easily available locally, and you 
can also pick up a PN factsheet on peat at local 
garden centres.                  Susan Devlin 

 

 
 
Your Sightings Create a Unique Picture 
Prestwood Nature was set up to give local 
people a chance to get involved in improving 
their environment. It was never a "natural 
history group", although of course we cannot 
manage, or advise on managing, different 
habitats around us if we do not know what 
plants and creatures live there. Recording of 
species has therefore always been an important 
underpinning of our main task. 

 Because of the large number of people 
who contribute sightings at some time or 
another (most, if not all, members of PN), the 
activities of a few specialists inside and 
outside PN, and the number of years for which 
we have accumulated records, we now have a 
unique data-set for the natural history of an 
area of about 10,000 hectares. The number of 
records concentrated in one region makes it 
probably the densest information source on 
natural history in the county, maybe the 
country. There is probably no other area of 
this size that is so well known (although every 
year we discover more we did not know). As a 
result, Lesley Stoner and I were asked to give 
a talk at the Bucks Recorders Conference this 
March about how we achieved this. 
 In some respects we have been lucky. 
The old "Flora" of Bucks published in 1927 
contains several references to plants in 
"Prestwood" or other sites in our area. A keen 
beetle-collector, Howard Quilter, lived in 
Prestwood from 1919 to his death just after 
the war, and his collection (virtually all from 
Prestwood) was given to Bucks County Museum, 
so we have been able to check the specimens 
and compile a unique historical record. (Nothing 
seems to be known about Mr Quilter.  He was 
not born in Prestwood, but one long-time 
Prestwood resident, who used to deliver his 
milk, says he kept very much to himself and was 
sometimes seen walking down the street with a 
butterfly-net in hand!) An expert botanist and 
ornithologist, Ted Byrne, who lived in Great 
Kingshill, kept detailed records in the 1960s 
which he passed to me before he died. Then in 
the 1980s Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife 
Trust got a grant to train and employ plant 
recorders to visit a large number of potentially 
interesting sites across all three counties, and 
they contributed full lists for a good many 
woods and a few grasslands in this area. 
 Prestwood Picnic Site has been 
particularly well served. Flowers and some 
other creatures were recorded in 1939 by 
Winifred Peedle (many of whose family still live 
here today), for a dissertation she was doing as 
a student teacher, and more recently the site 
was documented in diaries with beautiful 
artwork over several years by PN member 
Geraldine Fisher, who lives in Hughenden 
Valley. A full survey of plants was carried out 
by a consultant in 1990, and, apart from regular 
recording of insects etc there, Val Marshall 



11 

and I completed another complete plant survey 
during 2009-10. With various incidental 
sightings as well we have a really good series of 
data from 1939 right through to the present. 
 This gives historical depth to our 
current recording and enables us to see what is 
disappearing and what surviving. Our current 
recording includes full plant surveys of several 
sites every year by myself and Alan Showler, a 
prominent botanist in Hughenden; invertebrate 
surveys by myself, sometimes with national 
beetle expert Peter Hodge (who just happens 
to have in-laws in Prestwood!); the results of 
our annual surveys - Butterfly Transect, 
Garden Ladybird Monitoring, and Glow-worm 
Transects; hedgerow and old tree surveys 
organised by Vanessa Rickett; occasional 
surveys by other experts, such as Eric 
Hollowday, world expert on rotifers; ongoing 
pond surveys by Holly Bennett, initially 
supported by a grant we obtained for this; 
surveys of birds at selected sites by John 
Obee; and reptile surveys using artificial 
"refugia". 

Dedicated surveys work for species 
that do not move around much and are not too 
good at hiding, but a lot of our records for the 
more elusive species are utterly dependent on 
casual sightings by our members - especially 
things like the polecats that have recently re-
colonised the area, the Camberwell Beauty that 
appeared in Prestwood on just one day, and the 
flock of waxwings last winter in Prestwood that 
Mike Collard passed on to us. 

As I write this we have 27,000 
sightings in our own database, plus another 
10,514 for our area from the Bucks 
Environmental Centre records (and there are 
more waiting for me to incorporate). These 
cover 4,340 different species, which range 
from mites to mammals and amphibians to 
worms. Even if we already have a record of a 
particular species, we still need to know of new 
sites, or whether it still exists at known sites, 
so more records are always useful.  As far as 
our records are concerned, there is no such 
thing as TMI (too much information)! These 
data are used to prioritise our projects, 
develop appropriate management plans, and plan 
further surveys (for instance where we have 
old records of rare species that need 
confirming). 

So please continue sending in your 
records - they help compile our popular 

"Members' news" section (and give you a bit of 
recognition!), and they are a way in which all 
members can contribute to our mission. If you 
see something interesting but are not quite 
sure about it, I am often able to check it out or 
know someone who can do so. This is where 
digital cameras and e-mail come in very handy 
these days - not everything can be identified 
from a photo, but it saves a visit in many cases.  

Tony Marshall 

 

 
Rotifer x150 

 
Gardening and Conservation 
There is much confusion in the public mind, I 
think, about the aims of conservation. To many 
the idea of improving the environment is to 
create a kind of garden, as this is the 
commonest model of environmental management 
that we encounter. 
 The idea of a garden is to create a 
highly controlled environment according to the 
gardener’s preconceived plan. It will be neat 
and each plant will have its separate space. 
Usually there will be a high diversity of plant 
species, most of them from abroad or garden 
cultivars, whether in flower-beds or vegetable 
plots. Self-seeding native plants will be 
vigorously eradicated. Fertilisers and other 
chemicals may well be used to enhance the 
growth of plants and protect from predators.  
 Well-maintained gardens can be a joy to 
explore and relax in, as the popularity of the 
various “garden trails” held every year 
demonstrates. At the top end, of course, are 
botanical gardens like those at Kew or Oxford, 
where one can spend a whole day. The best are 
works of art and they express human 
creativity, using growing things rather than 
paint or words or music. These are national 
treasures. Others are devoted to useful crops 
and play an important economic role. 
 Gardens are for man, not nature, but 
still have environmental benefits. The diversity 
of plants can support a large community of 
invertebrates, birds and mammals, although 
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these are essentially intruders and may be 
more or less rigorously controlled, according to 
the gardener’s attitudes. Where there are 
overlooked corners, weeding is not so diligent, 
or even in paving cracks, annual native plants 
may get to survive long enough to seed and 
continue their species. The “green” gardener 
tries to balance the needs of his/her creative 
plan with the needs of such of these intruders 
as he/she is favourable towards – which may 
not, for instance, extend to muntjac! (This is 
essentially the intention of our own Wildlife 
Garden under the management of Sue Devlin.) 
 Conservation, on the other hand, starts 
from quite a different place – the maintenance 
and improvement of biodiversity. Gardens have 
high diversity, at least of plants, but this is a 
different thing altogether. High biodiversity 

means the conservation of self-maintaining 
ecological communities. Plants and animals are 
part of this community because they have a 
role within it and are natural to the limiting 
conditions of soil, climate etc. Ideally the 
community should function without human 
intervention, although the extent of human 
economic activities in the past and still ongoing 
is such that no natural habitat is free from 
distortion, and few ecological communities can 
still function without some kind of helping hand.  
For instance, our elimination of large British 
mammals means that we now have to play the 
part of top predator if some creatures are not 
to get out of hand, or institute some form of 
plant control for lack of natural grazers and 
browsers. 
 A natural community of this kind 
contrasts with a garden because it is 
unplanned, unpredictable, and “untidy”, and 
because mostly native species interact to 
maintain some kind of balance and the 
characteristic “feel” of a community. While 
gardens are attractive to us, a natural 
environment can be equally attractive, although 
for different reasons. It provides a sense of 
adventure, not knowing what might be seen, so 
many plants and creatures to be admired or 
studied, a sense of freedom from the human, 
the planned, the regimented, a sense of wonder 
that a sort of order, a sort of balance, could 
emerge from evolving interactions that have no 
end among a variety of life-forms that is 
unimaginable in its totality. The natural has its 
own aesthetic, one that may ultimately be more 

satisfying by getting one out of oneself and in 
touch with a world where we are insignificant. 
 Gardens can have an economic function, 
but so too do natural habitats. The profusion of 
greenery acts as a carbon sink and releases 
vital oxygen, the uncultivated soils absorb 
rainwater and let it percolate into underground 
reservoirs, the self-sustaining ecosystem 
preserves life and evolution and a diversity of 
natural products that had uses in the past (folk 
medicine), have them still in the present (free 
food), and will have in the future (as yet 
unknown compounds that will one day fuel a 
more scientific medicine). Natural habitats, 
above all, by being largely self-sustaining, 
provide continuity, productivity, a future, with 
little human effort, except to ensure they are 
not allowed to be destroyed. 
 An example of the garden/countryside 
contrast is that between a “lawn” and 
“grassland”. A lawn does not occur naturally. 
The bowling-green or cricket-pitch requires 
intensive management. If “weeds” (and this 
includes attractive flowers such as daisies) are 
to be eliminated, and fine grasses suitable for 
short turf are to be encouraged over against 
coarse ones, the lawn needs to be cut at least 
once a week, fertilised, moss-killed and 
watered during dry periods. While there may 
be a certain aesthetic to a perfect bowling-
green (although its utility is its real rationale), 
few have the time to maintain a lawn of this 
quality and most garden lawns are uneven green 
deserts that go brown every summer. 
 A lawn (or an “improved” pasture) that 
is neglected becomes a wasteland of dandelion, 
dock, nettle and coarse grasses like Yorkshire 
fog and false oat-grass. This is because a few 
plants like these thrive on high levels of 
nutrients, absorbing nitrogen and phosphorus 
to feed fast growth that out-competes all else 
and storing more against future shortages in 
their underground root systems. Other flowers 
and grasses are soon eliminated. Natural 
grasslands are not like this. Time and balanced 
eco-systems ensure that nutrients are used 
and removed and do not build up, whether by 
natural grazing (deer, rabbits), human stock 
(cows, sheep, horses), or human intervention 
(cutting and removal of hay). Ultimately the 
nutrients, by whatever route, go into the 
growth of animals instead of lying in the soils 
to feed greedy docks and nettles. These 
grasslands are then able to support a great 
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diversity of more sensitive plants and all the 
different invertebrate and vertebrate life-
forms that feed or depend on each of them. All 
our uncommon species depend on these low-
nutrient systems for their survival. 
 Our work at Boug’s Meadow in Great 
Missenden is an example of trying to convert a 
neglected improved pasture back into an 
interesting, attractive and bio-diverse meadow. 
By cutting and removing the nutrient-hungry 
plants that had come to dominate, we gradually 
lower the nutrient levels and start to weaken 
their hold. Native hay-meadow seeds spread 
over the field are germinating a wide range of 
new plants – cowslip, knapweed, lady’s smock 
etc. It takes a lot of work and persistence for 
several years, but we have already seen a major 
change and the time will come, not too distant 
we hope, when we shall be able to relax and 
take just one annual hay-cut in the autumn and 
the new balanced eco-system will start to take 
care of itself.                              Tony Marshall 

 

Ticks and Lyme Disease 
http://www.tickbitepreventionweek.org/downlads.html  

BATA is a charity set up by professional 
workers, teachers and scientists to spread 
authoritative advice and information about the 
prevention and treatment of tick-bites.  Ticks 
feed on animal and human blood, and may crawl 
in to soft skin areas of pets and people whilst 
walking/working in the countryside.  There are 
lots of activities for all ages available on this 
recent website.  PN will also make an 
information sheet available at its work-parties.  

 

Message from the Chairman 
This is an important time for Prestwood Nature 
and for our future. By unfortunate coincidence 
a number of the Officers of the Society have 
to stand down from their roles at the AGM in 
November. Mainly this is because we have 
served the full term permitted under the 
constitution. Those standing down are myself 
as Chairman, Fiona Grant as Treasurer and 
Lesley Stoner as Secretary. I am deeply 

grateful to Fiona and Lesley for their 
magnificent support and I am very pleased that 
they will both be standing for election to 
remain on the Council, as indeed will I. 

This does mean there are a number of 
vacancies both as Officers, and possibly as 
Ordinary Council Members, and I am writing to 
you all therefore to seek your help in filling 
these vacancies. None of the roles is especially 
onerous and the Society has always had a policy 
of self-nomination, so there is no reason for 
anyone to feel shy or embarrassed about 
putting themselves forward. 
  We have a good and supportive group of 
Council Members but we can always do with 
more – this is not so much to do with workload 
but more to do with bringing the widest 
possible range of input and ideas to our six 
Council Meetings a year. 
  Please come and help us.  If you are 
considering it but are not sure, why not give me 
a call on 865564. or any Council Member, whose 
names and phone numbers are listed on the 
back page.                                   John Obee 
 

Message from Membership 
Secretary 

Many thanks are due to all our members who 
have renewed their memberships this year.  
Particular thanks are due to those people who 
have made donations in excess of the annual 
membership subscription; these donations have 
to date totalled £175.   

However, may I just remind those 
members who have not yet paid their annual 
subscription that their membership will finish 
on the 30th June after which they will no 
longer be able to access the members’ area of 
the website nor will they receive a copy of the 
newsletter - so please renew soon and stay in 
touch with us.                           Vanessa Rickett 

 
 

Thank You 
We are grateful to Irene Tomlin of Little 
Kingshill for the gift of over a dozen young 
trees which we have planted in Boug’s Meadow 
and the Wildlife Garden and to Christine 
Hoskins for donating, planting and looking after 
more native flowers at Boug’s Meadow.  We are 
also grateful to the People’s Trust for 
Endangered Species for a grant to cover the 
planting of a new hedgerow on Denner Hill.   
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People and Projects 
Leader 

  
Project Other roles 

David Cann 865182 Davidcann147@yahoo.co.uk   Council member 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Grant 07801 677205 fiona.grant@veoliawater.co.uk Sheepwash Treasurer 

Gaye Pickard 865250 markandgaye@hotmail.co.uk Family  Activities  

George Lewis 862780 glewis@apm-mail.co.uk Kiln Common Orchard  

Ian Waller 07973 676891 ian@hbf-uk.com Farming issues Council member 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny@ja-smith.fsnet.co.uk   Council member 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Chair 

Joy Mead 864011 joymead.t21@btinternet.com   Council member 

Lesley Stoner 890128 Lesley_Stoner@wycombe.gov.uk  Family Activities Secretary 

Susan Devlin 07875 652803 susandevlin@supanet.com Wildlife Garden  

Susan Graham 866621 shgraham@mac.com Angling Spring Wood Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk Butterfly Transect Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Survey s; Chalk grassland 
projects (3); WLH project 

Wildlife records 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk Hedge and Tree Surveys Membership Secretary 

Dates for your Diary 
June 2011 
11 Saturday 9am-noon Angling Spring Wood Removal of holly, litter picking, coppicing squirrel damaged trees. 
Meet by the gate by the main road.  Limited parking, but short walk from either Great Missenden or Prestwood. 
Information: Sue Graham 
12 Sunday 11am-4pm Hampden Bottom Farm Open Day 
25 Saturday 10am-11:30 Wildlife Garden General tidying and weeding. Greenlands Lane allotments, short walk 
from Prestwood High Street. Information: Susan Devlin 
July 

10 Sunday 9am-noon Boug’s Meadow Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Gt. Missenden. Information: John Obee 
24 Sunday 9am-noon Boug’s Meadow Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Gt. Missenden. Information: John Obee 
30 Saturday 10am-11:30 Wildlife Garden General tidying and weeding. Greenlands Lane allotments, short walk 
from Prestwood High Street. Information: Susan Devlin 
August 

20 Saturday 10am-11:30 Wildlife Garden General tidying and weeding. Greenlands Lane allotments, short walk 
from Prestwood High Street. Information: Susan Devlin 
21 Sunday 9am-noon Boug’s Meadow Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Gt. Missenden. Information: John Obee 
September 

18 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Gt. Missenden. Information: John Obee 
24 Saturday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Removal of holly, litter picking, coppicing squirrel damaged trees. 
Meet by the gate by the main road.  Limited parking, but short walk from either Great Missenden or Prestwood. 
Information: Sue Graham 
October 

2 Sunday 10am- 1pm Kiln Corner Pond Complete re-excavation. Limited parking, but short walk from Prestwood 
Information Tony Marshall  
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