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NEWSLETTER 26 September 2011 
 
Conservation Group  

for the Prestwood Region 
 

Chair’s Column 
 

Hi everyone 

Valerie and I have just returned from our annual August trip to visit friends in Norfolk.  We 

did a lot of country walking but failed to see the usual squadrons of butterflies and 

dragonflies due to a lot of rain.  During one of the many downpours I asked myself ‘where do 

butterflies go when it rains?’  They fly, the rain comes, they disappear.  The rain stops and 
there they are flying again!  As one does in this PC age I looked it up on the box and was told 

they go to seek shelter in much the same places as they spend the night; under flowers, 

leaves, rocks and building overhangs.  They also perch in bushes with their wings tightly shut. 

So now I know.  Nature prompts many questions – not all of them answerable.  The more you 
look the more questions you get.  That’s the beauty of wildlife watching.  It’s so relaxing yet 

stimulating at the same time. 

Well, I am nearly at the end of the maximum-allowable six year stint as PN Chairman.  

It’s been a great experience.  The society has come such a long way during my tenure from a 

small group of enthusiasts to a registered charity with a Queen’s Award and a growing list of 

projects and achievements.  I take this opportunity to thank the Council and many members 

who have given me such wonderful support.  I know I hand over a great group to my successor 

and look forward to many more years as a keen and active member.  I leave you with the 
thought that simply by being a member of Prestwood Nature you are saying you care about 

wildlife and the environment.  Together we really do ‘make a difference’. 

Hope to see you at the AGM.  Meantime Happy Wildlife Hunting  John Obee 
 

      
  Rowan August 2011    Wayfaring Tree August 2011 
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From the Editor  
The autumn harvest of seeds berries and late 

flowering Chiltern gentians are the fruits of your 

labours.  Enjoy the rewards of the hedgerows and 

orchards now and plan to improve and conserve for 

future autumns.   
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Members’ News 
In the last newsletter we noted the prolific 

flowering of holly this year and there are 

certainly plenty of green berries around now, 

even on the woodland hollies, which should 

provide a bountiful harvest for some of our 

winter birds. On the other hand, we also 

wondered what would become of all the queen 

wasps and hornets that seemed to be so 

plentiful in the warm spring. Well, the answer 

seems, at least so far, nothing much! The 

intervening summer with many cold days and 

persistently circulating storms has not been 

conducive to insect productivity, although as 

you will see below there have been some 

notable sightings, including butterflies, 

following on our report of the Duke of 

Burgundies last time. 

 The first of these was a Grizzled 

Skipper at the Picnic Site on 2 June. This is 

the rarer of the two uncommon skippers we get 

there and, unlike the Dingy Skipper, it is not 

seen every year. This was our first for some 

time. Then Chris Dennis saw a Dark Green 

Fritillary on 22 June at Flowers Bottom, Speen. 

This was suspected near Prestwood on our 

butterfly transect last year but the day we set 

aside this year to watch for it intensively at 

the same place turned out to be too windy for 

anything much to fly, so we are still not sure 

whether it is closer to the centre of our area. 

Then on 1 July Val and I had a double whammy 

while surveying Hampdenleaf Wood on behalf 

of Plantlife: a Purple Hairstreak and Silver-

washed Fritillaries. This was only our second 

record of the hairstreak which is probably 

overlooked a lot because it spends most of its 

time high in oak trees (perhaps I should say 

under-looked!). It was our seventh site for the 

fritillary which seems to have become widely 

established in suitable woodlands in just the 

last couple of years. Val confirmed it at Angling 

Spring Wood again on 7 July, around the time 

that Ray Tomlin saw a Purple Emperor there. 

This butterfly is seen from time to time all 

over our area, but we have not been able to 

pinpoint a breeding area, as they are powerful 

butterflies and can travel widely. Angling 

Spring was suspected as a possibility some 

years ago but we are still not sure. 

Hummingbird Hawkmoths are seen most years 

around garden nectar-flowers, but they have 

not been very common nationally and we had 

only two reports from the same week beginning 

4 July – from New Road, Prestwood, reported 

by Angela deMuynck (who was annoyed that it 

was her neighbour’s garden and not hers!) and 

Perks Lane, seen by George Lewis. 

 Another group of insects that are 

brightly coloured and pretty sizable are the 

Longhorn Beetles, whose larvae mostly live in 

large old trees, but whose adults often appear 

conspicuously on flower-heads of hogweed, 

bramble and so on. We get few reports of 

them, but this year we had our fifth sighting 

of the red-and-black Strangalia melanura on 3 

June at Great Missenden churchyard; its 

commoner and larger relative, the black-and-

yellow S. maculata in Hampdenleaf Wood on the 

same day as the butterflies; and I saw our 

first ever Rhagium mordax when surveying 

Little Stocking Meadow (LSM) on 14 June. This 

is a large black species that looks like it might 

have come from Mordor, although actually 

“mordax” means “biting or stinging”, neither of 

which it does, but referring to two sharp 

thorns on its thorax which would probably 

deter anything wishing to bite it. It noticed me 

raise my camera and flew off, never to return. 

 Other dramatic-looking black beetles 

are the Rhinoceros Beetle Sinodendron 
cylindricum which Peter Daltry saw on Kingshill 

Common on 9 June (5th record), the spiny-

legged dung beetle Onthophagus joannae I 

caught at LSM (2nd record), and the Stag 

Beetle Lucanus cervus that George Lewis had in 

his garden on 27 July. His garden backs on to 

Longfield Wood and we have had this beetle 

from there before, so there is obviously a 

permanent colony. Lastly there was a small 

yellow-and-black leaf beetle of chalk downland, 

Cryptocephalus moraei which I again found at 

LSM (2nd modern record, although it was seen 

in Prestwood in 1919). This same site yielded 

our first record of the rare slender-footed 

robberfly Leptarthrus brevirostris and the 

Notable (potentially threatened) red-and-black 

solitary bee Osmia bicolor, both indicators of 

quality chalk grassland. I did not find the only 

other fly of real note, the band-eyed brown 

horsefly Tabanus bromius – it found me in the 

garden! This was our first record since 1932! 

(No, that wasn’t me.) 

 This column would not be the same 

without the odd slug, and you cannot blame Val 

and me for one of them. This was the Yellow 

Slug Limax flavus (24 July, 3rd record) that 

invaded the house of Christine Hoskins near 
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Holy Trinity. This is one of the few slugs that 

can sometimes come indoors, our houses usually 

being much too dry for slugs.  The other was in 

our garden, a Keeled Slug Tandonia sowerbyi 
busily munching our compost alongside the 

worms, the fifth record for the area and first 

for our garden. It’s a pity that a few species of 

slug choose to eat our most succulent garden 

plants and give the group a bad name. 

 I found a number of small white 

toadstools growing on rotting elm-wood at 

Boug’s Meadow during the work-party on 21 

August – these turned out to be the uncommon 

Ossicaulis lignatilis which specialises on beech 

and elm and can cause a red rot in old trees. 

 Bird reports have been virtually absent 

this summer. George Lewis saw Ravens over 

Meadsgarden Field on 2 August – when will they 

finally settle and start nesting in our area? On 

19 August Val and I had our first inkling of 

approaching autumn – Swallows and House 

Martins gathering in flocks along telegraph 

wires by Stocking Lane. 

   
That leaves me with the flowers, and a few 

other things, which come from site surveys I 

carried out this summer. 

Sandwich Wood, Little Kingshill, which has 

public access, is being surveyed in order to 

recommend a management plan to the owner. 

The wood is unusual because it lies on chalk at 

one end, but the rest is on sandy clay of high 

acidity, unusual for our area. Most of the wood 

was clear-felled some time ago and not re-

planted, giving rise to a large amount of scrub 

and natural regeneration of young birch 

woodland, the latter probably unique in this 

area. The wood last autumn was found to 

contain many rare fungi and this year it was 

established that it has both Pill and Oval 

Sedges, both rare in this area, being only the 

second site discovered for oval sedge. There is 

also the similarly uncommon Wood Small-reed.  

These are unspectacular plants, and common in 

some acid regions of the west and north, but 

are important to preserve in the local context 

as part of a unique eco-system. Although 

insects have not been systematically surveyed, 

I did get our second record of a sawfly Dolerus 
triplicatus whose larvae feed on rushes. 

 Prestwood Picnic Site was opened up 

from encroaching scrub to a large degree last 

year and this resulted in a rush of new records. 

There were much larger amounts of Kidney 

Vetch, Long-stalked Cranesbill and Common 

Broomrape than have been seen for a long time. 

There were about a dozen Bee Orchids 

flowering (George Lewis, Wycombe Rangers 

and others) and the first Pyramidal Orchid for 

15 years. There were first records for Small 

Scabious, Viper’s Bugloss and Long-headed 

Poppy, but the last two may be ephemeral, 

resulting from the temporary disturbance. 

There were also increased numbers of Dark 

Mullein plants on which were found a caterpillar 

of the National BAP target Striped Lychnis 

Moth and the little weevil Cionus hortulanus. 

 Meadsgarden Field is a private field on 

the Wren Davis farm neighbouring the Picnic 

Site. It is similarly on a chalk slope and the 

vegetation is in a “recovering” condition, 

improving year on year. It has Large Thyme, 

which we have not seen, surprisingly, on the 

Picnic Site, and this year we added Small 

Scabious and the rare Leer’s Sedge. What was 

very surprising, however, was the appearance 

of a Heath Spotted Orchid, our first record 

for a plant that, as its name implies, should not 

be growing on chalk! It will be interesting to 

see if it persists there. 

 LSM benefited from scrub control and 

turf scarification by our own volunteers, 

resulting in an increase from one flowering 

plant of the target species Meadow Clary in 

2010 to six flowering spikes and four or five 

other plants this year. Thanks to those who 

turned out for the work-party, which may have 

helped save one of our rarest flowers. Although 

the long-term aim is winter grazing it may be 

some time before that can be organised. 

Meanwhile we shall have to rely on what we can 

do by hand. The pyramidal and common spotted 

orchids flowered in profusion and the white 

form of the latter seen last year re-appeared 

in the same spot, showing that it is a persistent 

variety and not a chance occurrence. We had 

our second record for the grass-feeding bug 

Neottiglossa pusilla and the third for the 

Many-plumed Moth Alucita tridactyla which 

feeds on honeysuckle. Caterpillars of the 

National BAP Priority Cinnabar Moth were 

feeding on ragwort in the rougher areas and 

Roesel’s Bush-cricket has colonised, as it has at 

all the best grass-and-scrub areas in our 
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region. We also got our first record of the 

fungus Lilac Oysterling. 

 Hatches Bank is also chalk grassland 

where we have had several work-parties 

opening up the thick scrub, resulting this year 

in a dense display of Chiltern Gentians, the 

greatest number and some of the largest 

specimens we have seen there. The only 

downside was a large bonfire built in the middle 

of the gentian area by trespassing children. All 

the plants in the burned area have been killed, 

but the gentians are biennial and should 

eventually seed back if we clear the charcoal 

and burned soil. George Lewis regularly patrols 

this site and has had to chase these children 

off before, but they are very persistent. 

Vandalism also occurred to Longleaf, a plant 

known for over 50 years on the grass verge up 

Cryers Hill, its only Bucks site, but this time it 

was at tax-payers’ expense: gang-mowing by 

BCC contractors. Previously mowing was carried 

out sensitively, avoiding the plant over a 

stretch of many metres, but this time it was 

almost completely eradicated. Fortunately we 

found two or three plants that had been 

flattened rather than cut and these may be 

able to produce some ripe seed for next year. 

A letter has been sent to the Highways 

Department about this. 

 This leaves me with three miscellaneous 

plant records. Oxford Ragwort is a plant from 

southern Europe that was grown at Oxford 

Botanic Garden and escaped in the late 18th 

century. The growth of the railways in the 19th 

century enabled its seed to spread all over the 

country, enjoying the cindery track-sides and 

other stony waste-ground that mimic its 

natural habitat on volcanic cliffs. It is now 

common near railways and occurs at Great 

Missenden station and nearby bridges. This 

year a specimen turned up in our garden and 

has survived all summer in ordinary cultivated 

ground. It is different from common ragwort in 

not having the same flat-topped flower-sprays. 

In July Val and I came across a small group of 

Golden-scaled Male-fern in Hampdenleaf Wood, 

the first record for a long time, and we are not 

sure it survives at the two old sites for which 

we have records. This fern is common in the 

wetter west but rare in the south-east. Lastly, 

Val discovered Corky-fruited Water-dropwort, 

at its only known site away from Collings 

Hanger Orchard, on the grass verge beside 

Giles Gate in Prestwood on 19 July, but not long 

afterwards it was mowed off like the Longleaf 

– although in this case one would not expect 

the mowers to know of its importance. The 

strange thing is that, although this plant has 

managed to spread to there, we cannot find any 

specimens in between. It may be a survival 

from the former meadow there and the plant 

may once have been more extensive in 

Prestwood before all the building. Its 

restricted distribution at the orchard, one 

neighbouring field and their immediate 

boundaries is difficult to fathom. 

    Tony Marshall    
 

 

 

Project News 
Kiln Common Orchard 
Quite a few members have donated trees to 

Kiln Common Orchard at Greenlands Lane 

allotments and might like to know what 

progress has been made since we started it. 

George Lewis, who has led this project 

is standing down at the AGM as project leader 

because of other commitments. He has done a 

lot of the work over the past few years. As 

well as keeping grass away from the base of 

the trees he put the deer guards on and has 

organised the watering and grass cutting when 

needed. A small management group has now 

been formed to organise the work and George 

is going to continue to help. We want to give 

our thanks to George for the hard work he has 

put into the orchard. Without it, we would not 

have achieved nearly so much.  

This year we have just given the grass a 

second cut now that the majority of the 

flowers have finished. We will give it another 

cut probably in October. Most of the trees are 

doing well but three or four have unfortunately 

died. Replacement trees are on order and are 

to be planted this autumn.  

 The next task is pruning the trees 

which George has been trained to do. The deer 

guards will have to be taken off to do this and 

we are using this as an opportunity to replace 
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the guards with a slightly more attractive 

material than the current obscured plastic. We 

will also stake the trees and put mulch mats 

down to prevent weeds growing near the trees 

and competing for moisture. Thankfully 

watering hasn’t been necessary too often this 

year but the trees will still be susceptible to 

drought for the next few years. Mulch mats 

will reduce the risk of them dying and reduce 

the need for weeding around the trees. Some 

people have planted bulbs around the trees 

which we will watch out for and either allow to 

grow through the mats or move. Let us know if 

you have planted bulbs.  

We may need to cut the grass more 

often next year and may use powered 

equipment once or twice but we do want to 

strike a balance between allowing wildflowers 

to grow and making sure the trees don’t have to 

compete with other vegetation. Any extra help 

with some of the tasks we have planned for the 

rest of the year would be greatly appreciated. 

This is a community orchard and looking after 

it is good fun.   Lesley Stoner 

 

Chalk Grassland Sites 
Chalk grassland is an iconic Chilterns habitat 

and supports most of its rare flowers and 

associated fauna. It is extremely “bio-diverse”. 

It was common when there was extensive 

sheep-grazing, which prevented encroachment 

by scrub and eventual conversion into woodland. 

Nowadays, apart from a little help from 

rabbits, it has almost all disappeared. Many 

BBOWT and National Nature Reserves help 

preserve some of the best examples. 

 Because of the easy availability of 

calcium in these grasslands they are 

particularly suited to a range of snails, which 

need calcium to make their shells. The most 

characteristic are the round-mouthed snail (a 

pretty pinkish spirally-grooved shell) and heath 

snail (its black-and-white spiral marks are 

conspicuous and underneath is a very wide 

“umbilicus”, a hollow formed by rapidly widening 

whorls). At Prestwood Picnic Site (PPS) there is 

also the nationally endangered Abida secale 

snail. The abundant snails bring in a whole suite 

of predators to feed on them, including a 

specialised ground-beetle Cychrus caraboides, 

which has a narrow head and thorax designed 

to get inside shells, and glow-worms. Some rare 

solitary bees also make their nests in old shells. 

Slow-worms are also usually present, feeding 

particularly on the snails’ relatives the slugs. 

 Many butterflies are restricted to this 

habitat – green hairstreak, several types of 

skipper, chalkhill and small blues, brown Argus, 

dark green fritillary and Duke of Burgundy. The 

range of these, of moths and other insects like 

beetles, bugs, bees and flies, is dependent on 

the diversity of plant species, as many feed 

only on particular ones. Thus small blue needs 

kidney vetch, and chalkhill blue horseshoe 

vetch, for instance. Kidney vetch occurs at two 

local sites, but we no longer have any horseshoe 

vetch unfortunately. 

 We have just a few remnants of chalk 

grassland in our area. The best known is PPS, 

but we are involved with trying to preserve 

Little Stocking Meadow (North Dean) and 

Hatches Bank (Great Kingshill), and there are 

slightly less rich sites that are gradually 

improving on the Hampden Bottom and Wren 

Davis farms. One site that is currently still in 

quite good condition is the Open Access land at 

Flowers Bottom, Speen, although the owners 

are not favourable towards conservationists. 

There are several other remnants which are 

rapidly becoming scrub and have already lost 

key species where the landowners have no 

interest in conserving the environment and 

sometimes actively encourage degradation. 

Unfortunately it can pay high dividends to allow 

land to degrade to the extent that it is then 

easier to get planning permission for 

development. 

 Our work at chalk grassland sites 

mainly involves scrub removal, although one has 

to be aware that some woody species are 

important to preserve in their own right, and a 

mosaic of small bushes and open grassland is 

the best habitat for many plants, reptiles and 

butterflies that need plenty of sun but also 

some shelter and shade. While the big problem 

at PPS and LSM is dogwood, which can be an 

aggressive invader, it is important to preserve 

some as the food-plant of green hairstreaks. 

Some of the roses on the chalk are also 

sweetbriars and downy roses, not the common 

dog or field roses, and we have to be careful to 

identify them and see that they survive. 

 Another activity at these sites is 

“scraping”. Some chalk species only grow on 

rather bare ground with minimal competition 

from other plants – some use ant-hills in this 

way (e.g. wild thyme, squinancywort). Artificial 
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scrapes, where turf is removed or broken up in 

less sensitive areas, helps increase the number 

of plant species, and is important for ground-

nesting bees and many other creatures. This 

activity has been particularly important at LSM 

to increase the meadow clary, at one of its very 

few sites in this county (or indeed the 

country). At the same time it is just as 

important to preserve some areas of longer 

grass where different species thrive, like 

ploughman’s spikenard, clustered bellflower, 

crosswort and some orchids like twayblade. 

 

 
 

These activities are hard work, 

especially over a large site, and it is ideal if one 

can organise stock-grazing – usually sheep on 

these sites, although cattle are sometimes 

employed too. Grazing and browsing, at the 

right stock-levels and for the right length of 

time, tend to occur randomly and therefore 

lead naturally to a mosaic of shorter and longer 

grass and a scatter of shrubs. Poaching of the 

ground by their feet also helps to break up the 

turf, increasing the number of bare places and 

niches for the establishment of seeds. 

Unfortunately it takes a lot of organisation and 

funding to secure this option – secure fencing 

is needed, a water-supply, regular (almost daily) 

checking of the welfare of the animals, a 

stock-keeper willing and able to put flocks on 

and take them off when we want. It is difficult 

for a small organisation like Prestwood Nature 

to embark on this route, so it is likely that we 

shall go on needing the support of plenty of 

volunteers to do the best we can to ensure that 

no more of these iconic sites and rare species 

are lost. Look out for winter work-parties in 

the diary of events and come along! 

Tony Marshall 

Other News 
 

Badgering Badgers 
DEFRA Secretary Caroline Spelman says she is 

“strongly minded” to allow culling of badgers in 

bovine TB hotspots next year. DEFRA 

estimates that 1,000-1,500 badgers will be 

shot in each area (150 sq. km.) over 4 years. 

Professor Lord John Krebs, former government 

adviser who reviewed randomised culling trials, 

ways it is “not an effective policy”. He suggests 

the development of a vaccine and more 

stringent bio-security measures. The Badger 

Trust points out that only one in seven badgers 

carries the disease even in the worst-affected 

areas and that cattle-to-cattle transmission is 

the primary means of spreading it. Current 

controls on cattle movements in relation to 

affected areas could be improved – a number 

of farmers are currently being prosecuted for 

switching ear-tags on BTB-positive prize cattle 

to other cows to avoid the former being 

slaughtered. Like ragwort (see below) it seems 

like another case of blaming anybody or 

anything else rather than examining one’s own 

poor practice. By deflecting attention from 

real causes, such a blame culture only makes it 

less likely that a satisfactory solution will be 

found to avoidable cow or horse deaths, and is 

therefore not even in the interests of those 

who keep animals. Since all milk is now 

pasteurised there is no risk to human health 

from BTB. 

 
 

Walking among Flowers 
A new blog was launched this summer based on 

walks which include special sites for wild 

flowers.  The walks are day-long, seasonal and 

include a couple in the Prestwood area. 

http://walkamongflowers.blogspot.com/  

 

The value of trees 
Torbay has been used as a pilot area for the 

first I-Tree Eco project in this country, a 

scheme that has been used in America. It was 

found that veteran trees absorb more carbon 

and filter more pollution from the air than 

young ones. Torbay’s tree resource was 

calculated to be worth over £280 million and to 

provide “eco-services” worth an additional 

£346,000 a year. Interestingly, for those who 

still think of “England’s green and pleasant 

land”, Torbay had 12% tree cover (slightly 

higher than average for England), whereas 

Chicago had 17% and New York 24%. 
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Wasp robbing hive   Photo: Vanessa Rickett 

 

 
Chiltern Gentian Hatches Bank 

 

 
Dark Green Fritillary 

 

 
Purple Hairstreak female Hampden Wood 

 

 
Oxford Ragwort 

 

 
Grizzled Skipper 
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Bees and Wasps 

Well, the honey bees have had a poor season 

this year. Although spring was early and hot 

this weather did not last into the summer. The 

drought and then prolonged wet weather meant 

that the bees were forced to eat much of the 

stores they had collected. The colonies built up 

very fast and then started to swarm just as 

the weather deteriorated meaning that many 

of the new queens failed to mate properly; so 

the bees attempted to swarm again to replace 

the queens they felt were unsatisfactory. All in 

all a poor year with a smaller than usual honey 

crop for both bees and beekeepers! 

 Wasps too have had a bad year and you 

may notice that there are fewer around than is 

usual at the end of the summer. Their life style 

is very different to that of the honey bee but 

they are also affected by the weather and 

were unable to build up in numbers because of 

the very wet and cold late spring and summer. 

 The fertile queen wasp is the only 

member of the colony to survive the winter and 

she comes out of hibernation in the spring to 

start building a nest which she makes from 

wood shaved from either trees or wooden 

artefacts. As soon as it is big enough she lays 

her first eggs which hatch to worker wasps (all 

female and infertile as in bees). The workers 

continue to build the nest and feed the young 

brood. Wasps unlike bees are carnivores and to 

feed the young they look for aphids and other 

small creatures which they take back to the 

nest and cut up into small pieces to give to the 

larvae. In return for this food the larvae 

secrete a sweet substance which they feed to 

the workers. This is called larval trophallaxis 

and is the only known occurrence of such a 

happening where the young actually provide 

nourishment for the older workers. 

By the end of the summer the wasp 

nest is breaking down. With no brood left to 

feed and supply them with sweetness the adult 

wasps go looking for it elsewhere and this is 

when they become a pest around picnics and 

barbecues as they are attracted by the jams 

and beers we are trying to consume. Wasps will 

also attack honey bee hives at this time of year 

as they are very partial to honey. It is not 

unknown for a weak colony of bees to be wiped 

out by wasps in the autumn. 

 So, early in the year wasps are of 

positive benefit to gardeners as they feed on 

the aphids and other pests and help to protect 

our plants. Provided a wasps' nest is not 

disturbed they will usually not harm people and 

the nest will be abandoned at the end of the 

summer and not used again. 

At this time of year the honey bees are 

ensuring they have enough stores and their 

bodies are changing so that they can live 

through the winter months. Queen wasps and 

queen bumble bees are feeding on nectar 

before finding a safe place to hibernate 

through the winter.   Vanessa Rickett 

 
Environment White Paper 
This paper has now been published (June 2011). 

Its ambition is grandiose and all the right 

phrases have been culled from the 

environmental movement. But looking further 

into what is going to be done and what 

resources are going to be available, the emptier 

and sketchier it becomes. The main outcome, as 

with most white papers, is to introduce a whole 

new set of acronyms. So now there will be 

LNPs, LEPs and an EMTF, while LGAs will be 

designated, a GIP established and NVAs 

(nominated by LNPs) will start networking. Still 

with me? LNPs are Local Nature Partnerships. 

These will only exist if local areas choose to 

organise them and they can get a little start-up 

funding if they apply by ... (oh dear, the date is 

past before I could finish reading the 

document). It is not clear what they would do 

except to “complement” the LEPs, Local 

Enterprise Partnerships. An Ecosystem 

Markets Task Force will be business-led and 

plan to expand markets and schemes for 

trading natural capital resources (NCRs). Some 

(lucky?) areas will be designated as Local Green 

Areas and will be developed by a Green 

Infrastructure Partnership. Natural Value 

Ambassadors have some sort of nebulous role 

promoting all this. Oh, and I forgot the BWGS 

Big Wildlife Garden Scheme. Perhaps they 

could use ours at Greenlands Lane as a model. 

All this is predicated on the Big Society – 

people doing everything for nothing, which is a 

GOOD THING, so the government should not 

interfere by offering any resources.  

The paper also announces reforms of 

the current planning system, and a draft 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was 
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duly published in July. It is presented as a 

means of restoring and reconnecting habitats 

and “refilling” Green Belt land with some 

“nature”. In practice it seeks to make it far 

easier for developers to do whatever they want 

unless it contradicts the “neighbourhood plan”, 

which would be produced by local communities, 

although they probably won’t. With Village 

Design Statements and sundry others we have 

been producing such plans at the rate of about 

one a year already, but apparently it will all 

have to be done again. RSPB Conservation 

Director Martin Harper says that they will be 

“rolling up our sleeves to fight this”, and the 

Open Spaces Society has slated the plans in 

their own report. 

 

Ragwort ranters raise the roof again 
Issue 22 of this newsletter contained an 

article on ragwort debunking some of the many 

myths surrounding this plant. Now the 

Advertising Standards Authority has 

commanded Monsanto, Barrier Biotech Ltd 

(which manufacture ragwort killing agents), 

Ragfork (which manufactures ragwort removal 

tools), the British Horse Society and 

Warwickshire Council to remove “inaccurate 

and misleading information” from their 

websites and leaflets about ragwort. False 

claims were made that landowners have a legal 

obligation to remove it and wildly exaggerated 

claims made about equine mortalities – e.g. that 

6,500 horses die from eating it each year. (The 

government stopped collecting figures in 2005 

when the annual number of deaths dropped to 

13 – and those only assumed to be due to 

ragwort, not proven – and was deemed to be a 

trivial proportion of all deaths.) Ragwort is 

essential to the survival of 30 insect species as 

well as being an excellent nectar and pollen 

source. Animals will not eat it – as is evidenced 

by paddocks full of ragwort after the horses 

have eaten everything else. The only danger is 

if it gets into hay, when animals may not be 

able to detect it, and as Matt Shardlow of 

Buglife (the national invertebrate conservation 

group) says, the answer to that is ensuring that 

ragwort is removed from all fields that are to 

be cut for hay, not “spraying the countryside 

with more pesticides or ripping plants out of 

roadside verges” (as Bucks CC has been seen to 

be doing along the Amersham by-pass). 

 

 

Hedgehog Street 
Hedgehog populations have declined by 50% in 

parts of the UK over the past two decades. 

While not yet endangered, they are at risk. 

Hedgehogs typically travel about a mile each 

night in a suburban habitat in order to gather 

food and find a mate so they need to move 

between many gardens. Barriers such as fences 

or walls prevent movement around their home 

range and loss of habitat means there is 

nowhere for them to forage for food or 

hibernate. This is partly because gardens are 

becoming too tidy. 

The People’s Trust for Endangered 

Species (PTES) and the British Hedgehog 

Preservation Society have launched a campaign, 

(funded by BBC Wildlife) to encourage us to 

transform our neighbourhoods into Hedgehog 

Streets. You can send for a pack of flyers and 

invitations for your neighbours, encouraging 

them to create hedgehog friendly gardens, 

with routes between gardens. If all you do is 

create small holes under fences so they can get 

through this would be a big help. Other useful 

features are log and leaf piles, hedges and 

freedom from slug pellets 

The annual PN Summer Crafts session 

in GM library had a Hedgehog theme this year. 

The children created hedgehogs out of 

potatoes or play-dough. We talked to them and 

their parents about the habits of hedgehogs. 

Children took their hedgehog models and their 

parents took information on gardening for 

hedgehogs. We found that hedgehogs really 

engaged the children the session went well and 

is something we hope to repeat.  

To find out more or request a pack look 

at www.hedgehogstreet.org/ alternatively, 

phone the PTES on 020 7498 4533. 

   Lesley Stoner 
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People and Projects 
Leader 

  
Project Other roles 

David Cann 865182 Davidcann147@yahoo.co.uk   Council member 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Grant 07801 677205 fiona.grant@veoliawater.co.uk Sheepwash Treasurer 

Gaye Pickard 865250 markandgaye@hotmail.co.uk Family  Activities  

George Lewis 862780 glewis@apm-mail.co.uk Kiln Common Orchard  

Ian Waller 07973 676891 ian@hbf-uk.com Farming issues Council member 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny@ja-smith.fsnet.co.uk   Council member 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Chair 

Joy Mead 864011 joymead.t21@btinternet.com   Council member 

Lesley Stoner 890128 Lesley_Stoner@wycombe.gov.uk  Family Activities Secretary 

Susan Devlin 07875 652803 susandevlin@supanet.com Wildlife Garden  

Susan Graham 866621 shgraham@mac.com Angling Spring Wood Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk Butterfly Transect Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Survey s; Chalk grassland 

projects (3); WLH project 

Wildlife records 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk Hedge and Tree Surveys Membership Secretary 

Dates for your Diary 
September 2011 
18  Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow Free parking at Link Road Car Park, Gt Missenden. Information: John Obee. 
24  Saturday 10am-1pm Kiln Common Orchard & Wildlife Garden (NB: This is a change from the last newsletter.) 
Greenlands Lane allotments, short walk from centre of Prestwood, or limited parking on site. Pruning, changing 

tree-guards, tidying up etc. Information: Sue Graham. 

October 2011 
2 Sunday 10am-1pm Kiln Corner Pond Corner of Moat Lane/Kiln Road. Removing excess vegetation. Information: 
Tony Marshall. 
8 Saturday 10am-1pm Kiln Common Orchard & Wildlife Garden See 24 September Final grass-cutting, etc. 

Information: Sue Graham. 
15  Saturday 2.30-5pm Apple Day, Old Orchard Free apple-picking, tours around the old trees, identifying apple 
varieties and other activities. Bring the family! Parking and entrance at Bramley Farm, Heath End Road, Little 

Kingshill (west end). Information: Tony Marshall.  
(NB: There is no Apple Day at Collings Hanger Farm this year because of withdrawal of DEFRA funding.) 

23  Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow See 18 September Information: John Obee. 
29  Saturday  Fungus Forays (in conjunction with the Bucks Fungus Group).  

10am-12.30pm Sandwich Wood, Little Kingshill setting out at 10am from Peterley Manor Farm car-park  

1.00 -2.00pm Lunch (optional) at Hampden Arms  

2.15-4pm Hampden Common foray, meeting by the cricket-ground Information Tony Marshall 
29 Saturday 10am Collings Hanger Farm Turkey Walk. 

November 2011 
1  Tuesday 7.30-9pm Annual Meeting & AGM Prestwood Village Hall.  (See separate papers.) 

6  Sunday 10am-1pm Sheepwash Honor End Lane. Clearance of excess vegetation etc. Information: Fiona Grant. 
20  Sunday 10am-1pm Prestwood Picnic Site Hampden Road/Perks Lane. Scrub clearance. Information: Tony 
Marshall. 

December 2011 
4  Sunday 10am-1pm Hatches Bank Hatches Lane, Great Kingshill. Meet at car-park in Great Kingshill to help ferry 

tools and people to the site, where there is no parking. Scrub clearance etc. Information: Tony Marshall. 
17 Saturday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Martins End Lane. Information: Sue Graham. 

January 2012 
15  Sunday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Martins End Lane. Information: Sue Graham. 
29  Sunday 10am-1pm Prestwood Picnic Site See Nov 20. Scrub clearance. Information: Tony Marshall. 

 

Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 valmarshall@waitrose.com 
Printed on recycled paper by David Page.  Distributed by Jenny Smith. 
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