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NEWSLETTER 27 January 2012 
 
Conservation Group  

for the Prestwood Region 
 

Chair’s Column 
Hello everyone. Firstly I’d like to thank John Obee for being an excellent chairman for the 

last 6 years. He managed the committee with diligence and passion and has kept us all on 

track with projects. However our constitution only allows for a maximum two terms in the 

same position so John has hung up his chairman coat for now. We’re all delighted that he has 

agreed to stay on the committee and, for my part, I feel he will be a hard act to follow. 

Following the AGM in November we have had a number of changes; Joy Mead has 
served her term on the committee and has stood down, Chris Lee has joined the committee 

and taken on the role of treasurer and I am now chair. Tony has also left the committee but 

continues to lead a number of projects and provide his invaluable and expert advice to us all.  

This year the committee decided to give the Queen’s Award glass trophy to Sue Devlin 
for her work on the wildlife garden opposite the Kiln Common orchard. Over the last 3 

months the orchard has had some improvements with new guards and stakes around the 

trees. During autumn we were carrying out some cutting back of docks & grasses and lots of 

the trees had fruit. In particular some of the plums were very tasty. Over the next few 

years it will be lovely to see the blossom and I hope that we will be able to enjoy the fruits of 

our labours. 

2012 is likely to be a busy year again. We hope that we will get trees to plant as part 

of the Diamond Jubilee project to plant 6 million trees across the country. Also our projects 

at Boug’s Meadow and at Angling Spring Wood need regular support. If you want to make a 

New Year’s resolution perhaps it could be to come and visit some of the project sites, have a 

chat with like-minded locals and lend a hand, even if it’s just for an hour or so. All the project 

leaders would be delighted if you can give a few hours of your time.  
I hope to see a few more of you this year and in the meantime I’ll take the opportunity 

to wish you a prosperous New Year.        Fiona Grant 
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From the Editor  

A Happy New Year to you all! The clement 
weather may be less than seasonal but it’s great for 

walking.  Get your boots on, get out there and tell us 

what you see. Keep your contributions coming in - we 

are always pleased to hear from you. 



2 

Members’ News 
As I write this on Boxing Day I receive an e-

mail from George Lewis – queen bumble-bees 

foraging in the garden. The temperature is in 

double figures and for the lighter sleepers this 

is a cue to be up and about, even if it is mid-

winter. Fortunately the weather has recently, 

been relatively mild for some time, apart from 

one cold snap with brief snow, so many plants 

have continued to flower and provide nectar 

for untimely insects. Indeed, at our work-party 

at Boug’s Meadow on 23 October there were 

Cowslips in flower. I don’t ever remember 

seeing autumn cowslips before and I cannot 

find mention of this in any books. The only 

problem is that you wonder what impact this 

will have on normal spring-flowering and 

reproduction, if plants consume their energy 

stores at a time when there will be few insect 

visitors to pollinate them. Whether this is 

global warming or natural variation in the 

weather, the implications if the ecology gets 

out of step could be problematic. 

 While we are at Boug’s, I should also 

mention a large golden-brown toadstool that I 

found in the meadow during the September 

work-party, growing from the base of a tuft of 

cocksfoot grass. I did not recognise it, nor 

were there any pictures in the standard books. 

I eventually tracked it down as Gymnopilus 
flavus, a rarely seen species almost always 
associated with that particular grass. We tend 

to see the meadow, which we are expending 

much effort in restoring, as degraded, which it 

is botanically, but this shows that some species 

are still there waiting for us to make conditions 

suitable again.  A similarly rare fungus that will 

not be found in the books is a tiny “club” fungus 

(more of a “spike” than a club) that Val 

Marshall did well to spot in grass at the corner 

of the entrance to the Polecat. This again 

needed much research and eventually turned 

out to be Clavaria tenuipes (pictured). 

 
Autumn of course is the time for fungi 

par excellence and this year they have not 
disappointed, with a wet end to summer and 

mild temperatures bringing many up to enjoy 

the conditions, although a long dry spell in mid-

autumn brought the toadstool crop to an abrupt 

end, just as Val and I were getting used to free 

lunches of mushrooms, blewits, ceps, horn of 

plenty, and many others. Of course we only 

collect when we can leave plenty or if we need a 

specimen to identify it for certain at greater 

leisure. I only have room here to mention those 

fungi that comprised first records for our 

area, even though there were plenty of other 

exciting finds. They include Tan Ear Otidea 
alutacea, a cup fungus in Grim’s Ditch; Straw 
Fibrecap Inocybe cookei in Sandwich Wood; 

Inocybe margaritispora at Peterley Manor 

Farm (these last two the equivalent of the 

ornithological “little brown jobs”); Sessile 

Earthstar Geastrum fimbriatum  in Crooks 
Wood; Enveloping Crust Sebacina incrustans in 
Sandwich Wood (it does what it says on the 

tin); a milkcap Lactarius azonites in Hatches 
Wood; a webcap Cortinarius olidus beside 

Hatches Lane (very rare on the Red Data List); 

a striking cluster of Golden Scalycap Pholiota 
aurivella discovered by Keith Tyrrell on a 
beech at Oaken Grove (whose photo is on page 

7); the tiny Steccherinum ochraceum on dead 
beech twigs in Sandwich Wood by Derek 

Schafer; Earthy Waxcap Hygrocybe fornicata 
and Toothed Crust Basidioradulum radula on 
Hampden Common by Penny Cullington; the rare 

Boletus ferrugineus in Sandwich Wood; an 

uncommon blewit Lepista sordida, Antrodia 
albida and Mousepee Pinkgill Entoloma incanum 
(it is supposed to smell like that – I wouldn’t 

know, not having had a sniff of mousepee) at 

the Picnic Site; a dark brown mushroom 

Agaricus porphyrocephalus in the grass verge 
on Wycombe Road; a pale variety of the 

Meadow Waxcap Hygrocybe pratensis var. 
pallida and Beige Coral Clavulinopsis umbrinella 
on Kingshill Common cricket pitch. 

Finally, our first named example of a 

“slime mould” – a fascinating mixture of fungus, 

bacteria and algae, that has the ability to crawl 

over wood, grass, etc. This one was bright 

yellow with a network of long yellow strings by 

which it moves itself – too slowly to see, but it 

only takes a couple of hours to have moved to a 

completely different place! This was Leocarpus 
fragilis and was discovered in the wood on our 
foray at Hampden Common by Penny Cullington 

(see her pictures on page 7). 
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Now we look forward to what surprises the 

next season will bring. Please keep your 

observations rolling in. George Lewis saw 

Ravens once again flying over Longfield Wood – 

when will they actually nest in our area? They 

should be nest-building soon. John Obee has 

seen Fieldfares already, but we have no reports 

of redwings: if it turns cold again, could we yet 

have some interesting visitors? 

Tony Marshall 
 

Project News 
Prestwood Picnic Site 
Anyone visiting Prestwood LNR throughout this 

last year would have noticed many changes.   

The Chalk Grassland restoration has 

gone on a pace and is really taking shape.  Cut 

scrub has been revisited and treated with an 

appropriate herbicide that will ensure the area 

doesn’t revert to scrub.  Until we can fence and 

graze the site we feel this is an essential 

practice especially as the site is relatively 

small. All being well, we will have the site 

fenced in the near future – traditional, 

sustainable management at Prestwood LNR is 

going to become a reality in 2012. 

 The amenity grassland around the 

picnic benches was taken out of a cutting 

contract and was cut once by us with a 

reciprocating knife mower to replicate a hay 

cut in August last year. Already Pyramidal and 

Bee Orchids have been identified where once 

the grass was cut regularly to an inch in height. 

The areas immediately around the picnic 

benches were cut regularly to aid access and it 

appears to have been a success. 

 Along the roadside, scrub removal and 

coppicing have opened up a view into the car 

park from the Hampden road. This has the 

effect of enticing people in and reducing the 

nefarious activities which have blighted this 

site. Also to attract visitors, there is a new 

ladder board at the car park entrance. The 

hedge will be gapped up in the winter with a 

mixture of Beech and Holly and kept at its 

current height. 

Work is in progress on the scrub mosaic 

at the top of the reserve to form more of an 

irregular organic shape to it and in doing so 

create scallops along its edges. Over the years, 

many larger trees have been allowed to grow up 

in the scrub and these will have to be coppiced. 

This will ensure that the scrub doesn’t get 

overshadowed and lose the value of this 

habitat as it becomes thinner in the shade. 

 This year we have had some species 

recorded on the site for the first time 

including Viper’s Bugloss and Adder’s-tongue 

Fern. There was a county first for Martin 

Harvey recording the hoverfly Cheilosia 
griseiventris. The scarce beetle Odonteus 
armiger plus at least 5 edible dormice Glis glis 
were noted during the mothing session in 

September. There was another Nationally 

Scarce species, a female cranefly Ctenophora 
pectinicornis discovered in May by Roger Kemp 
confirmed by Martin Harvey.  

The highlight of this year though was 

discovered in late March/early April when it 

was noticed some Cowslip leaves had been 

eaten in a pattern which is characteristic of 

the caterpillar of the Duke of Burgundy 

butterfly. Butterfly Conservation ‘Duke’ 

species champion Tom Dunbar visited the site 

and managed to get a positive ID of adults on 

the wing!! This indicates that the site is being 

used for breeding which will now affect the 

way in which the site is managed. Changes to 

the sites management plan are underway! 

Thanks to those who helped at the work 

party in November. Please turn out at the next 

session in January – without your help this site 

could quickly revert to scrub. All the best for 

2012  

WDC Woodland Service 

 

 
 

Butterfly Transect 2011 
As in previous years, 13 trained volunteers 

planned to walk the same route (“transect”) 

every week from the beginning of April to the 

end of September. In the event the weather 

was too poor for butterflies to be flying in 

three of the weeks, and several other 

transects were carried out in marginal 

conditions. The unsettled summer, with 
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frequent spells of poor weather, was 

presumably the main reason for considerably 

lower numbers than the last couple of years – 

1,679 compared with over 2,000 in 2009 and 

2010, although not all species were affected 

equally and some had a good year. The number 

of different species seen this year, moreover, 

was the highest we have ever had on the 

transect at 27, due to the presence of some of 

our rarer species, even though it was a poor 

year for immigrants like Painted Lady and 

Clouded Yellow (no sightings) and there were 

very few reports of the main immigrant moths 

like Silver Y and Hummingbird Hawkmoth. 

Another immigrant, the Red Admiral, on the 

other hand, had quite a reasonable showing. 

After the first week in April, when 

conditions were not really suitable on any 

count, it was generally sunny, though cool and 

windy until the end of May. This kept numbers 

of butterflies down to a maximum of 65 and 

sometimes single figures, averaging 34. 

Through June and July the weather was mixed, 

with transect volunteers able to find sunny 

days, decently warm and little wind in seven out 

of ten weeks, but adverse conditions in three 

of the intervening weeks, in two of which it was 

impossible to carry out the transect at all.  

These two bad weeks occurred in June and 

kept the average number for the first four 

weeks in June down to a very poor 26, even 

though the first week had good conditions and 

the highest spring total of 79. The poor 

weather in this crucial part of the 

developmental cycle seems to have depressed 

numbers even through most of July and the 

average from the last week in June to the end 

of July was just 148, when it was several 

hundreds in 2010. Only in the last week in July 

did numbers rise above 200. Conditions in 

August were less sunny, often cool, and 

somewhat windy, and, although we reached our 

maximum of 274 in the second week, the 

average was no more than 104, the last week 

being totally overcast and plummeting down to 

13. The first week in September was too poor 

to attempt transect and all the other weeks, 

except a sunnier third one, were little better, 

so that we ended with an abysmal average of 8 

for the month. Numbers of meadow brown, 

which usually dominate the summer figures, 

were very much down on past years. 

The Meadow Brown, with 570 records, 

nevertheless remained our commonest 

butterfly. This year it appeared earlier than 

usual with 33 seen on 3 June on one of our best 

days and it lasted until the penultimate week of 

the season, being seen at some time in every 

transect part. Unlike previous years, however, 

its numbers never got into several hundreds, 

with 133 being the maximum on 5 July, a very 

hot, sunny and windless day. The next two 

commonest species were Small White and 

Green-veined White. Taking the two species 

together (total 318), as it is not always possible 

to separate them as they fly past quickly, they 

were recorded in every section and in one more 

week (18) than the meadow browns, as they 

begin flying much earlier. They were seen from 

late April to early June and then from mid-July 

to the end of September. The gap coincided 

with a spell of disturbed weather, but the usual 

interval between the spring and summer broods 

occurs around then in any case, the weather 

merely causing the interval to be longer and 

more pronounced than normal. The smaller 

whites were 38% up on last year when they 

were lower than common blue and ringlet in 

numbers, so they managed to buck the overall 

decreasing trend. In fact this was the best 

year so far for both the small whites and for 

their close relative the Orange-tip. The Large 

White also had an above-average year with 177 

records, the only other species to get over 100 

records this year. The Common Blue came close 

with 96, though less than a quarter of last 

year’s total. Records were almost entirely 

confined to two periods, a spring brood early 

May to mid-June, and a summer brood late July 

to late August. 

 

 
 

This year was notable, however, for small 

numbers of species too rare to be easily picked 

up by the transect method, usually demanding 

concentrated searching and patience. Dingy 

Skipper was spotted three times (four 

individuals) at the Picnic Site from 23 April to 

7 May (this species has a well established 

colony there). I also saw one on 6 May (not as 

part of transect) in neighbouring Meadsgarden 
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Field, where its food-plant, common birdsfoot 

trefoil, also grows, so it is likely that there is 

now an extension of the colony there. The 

closely related Grizzled Skipper is much rarer, 

but seen fairly regularly at the Picnic Site, and 

it was probably that species which was picked 

up by transect on 2 May as I was able to 

confirm it there on 2 June. Green Hairstreak 

is another Picnic Site regular, though never 

before featuring on transect, but it was seen 

on 23 April and independently a fortnight 

before by Susan Devlin. The green flash of its 

under-wings in flight in sunlight is a real delight 

(and makes it one of the easiest of all our 

butterflies to identify). Brown Argus also 

occurs every year on the Picnic Site, but it is 

told from a female common blue only with some 

difficulty. Even so our volunteers usually pick 

up one or two and this year was no exception, 

with records from 2 May and 14 August (spring 

and summer broods respectively). The transect 

walk has been picking up the odd Duke of 

Burgundy for some years and we suspected a 

colony of this butterfly, which is a national 

conservation priority because of large declines 

in its populations. It was definitely confirmed 

this year that its caterpillars had been feeding 

on cowslip leaves at the Picnic Site and there is 

probably a colony on Meadsgarden Field as well.  

Three individuals were seen on two occasions, 2 

and 7 May, one at the Picnic Site (on the day it 

was also seen there by Butterfly Conservation 

expert Tom Dunbar) and one in Meadsgarden 

Field. What was thought to be a Dark Green 

Fritillary was seen on the transect in 2010 

(Meadsgarden Field) and further sightings of a 

fritillary, which I have again put down as that 

species because of the dates, occurred on 2 

May and 26 June at the Picnic Site and 

Stonygreen Bank. They are strong fliers and do 

not hang about, so it is difficult to get real 

confirmation by the detail on the under-wing, 

so we are still waiting full proof from a luckier 

sighting, but it has been definitely recorded at 

Speen this year and was a Picnic Site regular in 

the past, so I am sure they are still around, 

apparently at several spots – usually chalk 

grassland at woodland edges with their food 

plants, violets. That leaves the most exciting 

new record of all, never before recorded in our 

area, although I always suspected it was 

around, as there are colonies not so far away 

and its food plant, hedgerow sloe, is common 

enough. This is the Brown Hairstreak and its 

habit, like most hairstreaks, of not often flying 

and usually remaining at the tops of hedgerows, 

makes it an unlikely candidate for the transect.  

It also flies late in the year – late August and 

early September – when there are fewer 

butterflies around. We picked it up on 11 

September on a truly awful overcast, cold and 

windy day at the top of Well Field by a 

hedgerow that does indeed contain some sloe. I 

saw two that counted towards transect and 

spotted a few others when I stopped to watch. 

 Totals across all butterflies are 

somewhat misleading, as it is a rare year when 

no species does exceptionally well (although we 

did have one those years in 2008!). This year’s 

total was low-ish but a number of species did 

much better than average – the small whites, 

including orange-tip, comma, small tortoiseshell 

and speckled wood. If they could do so well, 

numbers are obviously not a simple matter of 

the weather, and it does appear that 

populations of different species have natural 

fluctuations, a phenomenon that is well known 

for the holly blue, which goes from abundant to 

virtually non-existent over a few years because 

of the effect of a particular parasite. In fact 

one could denominate years by the butterfly 

(or –flies) that does particularly well. So  

2006 was the Year of the Meadow Brown,  

2007 the Year of the Peacock,  

2008 the Year to Forget,  

2009 the Year of the Ringlet,  

2010 the Year of the Common Blue, and  

2011 the Year of the Small Whites (oh, 

unhappy cabbages!).   

What will it be in 2012?  Please submit your 

guesses to me by the end of March and I will 

contribute a prize at the end of the year to any 

member who gets it right!      Tony Marshall 

Glow Worm Transect 2011 

For the 5th consecutive year Prestwood 

Nature undertook a Glow Worm Transect 

during the months of June, July and August at 

the Picnic Site off Hampden Road. Each 

Monday evening glow-worms were counted and 

the colony monitored. 

Wycombe District Council completed 

major landscaping work in late 2010. This 

included the removal of much of the thick 

vegetation which had once impeded the access 

to large areas of the reserve for Glow Worms 

and people alike. Hopefully these changes 

should have had minimal affect on the colony as 
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there was little disturbance during the 

breeding season. The grassed area next to the 

car park is also now being mowed in late August 

which is more sympathetic to the insect’s life 

cycle. With these changes in place it was hoped 

that an increase in size and range of the colony 

could be expected. 

During ten weekly transects last year, 

ten females and one male Glow Worm were 

observed. Insects were only recorded on five 

occasions and only two insects were found on 

the steep hillside bank. This compares poorly to 

previous years when 30 to 40% of all insects 

found were observed in this area. There were 

also no insects seen on the road side verge 

next to the reserve’s entrance. Throughout the 

2011 season it had been hoped that a juvenile 

insect, which also emits a faint glow would have 

been found although once again this search 

proved fruitless. The decline in numbers from 

previous years was not evident on the grassland 

surrounding the car park. This was especially 

true on July 25 when four of the five females 

seen that evening were sighted at the start of 

transect. 

During the warm and calm evening of 

July 25 I took photos of the Darth-Vader-like 

male insect mating. As you may be aware males 

do not glow and females stop glowing soon after 

mating. On this occasion as the last photo was 

taken, the female’s fluorescent glow had 

diminished to the point when neither insect 

could be seen. It was also noted when transect 

had been completed, another female seen 

earlier in the evening was also no longer visible. 

With so few sightings last year it is 

easy to assume that the colony is in decline. 

However, one needs to consider that the 

insect’s life cycle lasts two or even three years 

and for the majority of this time the insect 

remains at its elusive larval stage. 

This year attention will be given to the 

larva’s food source, small snails which inhabit 

the reserve. Of course of more importance it is 

hoped that the numbers of adult glow-worm 

sightings will rebound to the levels seen in 

previous years.          

Ian Taylor 
 

 

[Results of the Hampden Bottom transect were covered in 

the 2011 Annual Report.  They were similarly disappointing.] 

 

 

 

Fruit Trees: Natural History & Folklore 
As a number of us have sponsored trees at Kiln 

Common Orchard we thought it might be of 

interest to write about some of the trees 

which have been planted and perhaps about 

trees generally, particularly as this is the 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Year and trees are 

being given a special place in the celebrations. 

One of the most common fruit trees 

and perhaps most gratifying, both to people 

and to wildlife is the Crab Apple Malus 
sylvestris which is native to the UK. This is 
actually a member of the Rose family which 

would explain the beautiful blossoms that some 

cultivated varieties have.  

The British Trees website states that 

it is the most important ancestor of the 

cultivated apple. The timber can be used for 

woodworking and at one time was used for 

making set-squares and other drawing 

instruments.  

It has been cultivated since early times 

– a few crab apples were found in a Bronze Age 

coffin. 

Many of the old beliefs that stem from 

crab apples are to do with love and marriage. It 

is said that when you throw the pips of a crab 

apple into the fire while saying the name of 

your true love, the pips explode if your love is 

true. (Be careful to make sure they are dry or 

they might just sizzle and you may be 

disappointed!). 

Crab apples are hardy and grow in most 

soils, and do best in full sun. One of the best 

ornamental crab apples is Malus 'John Downie', 
a spreading tree that grows up to 8 metres tall 

and has slightly elongated, red-flushed orange 

crab apples in the autumn. This tree is 

recommended by the RSPB because it attracts 

birds such as greenfinches, starlings and robins 

as well as supporting over 90 insect species. 

We have this tree in our garden and because it 

carries its fruit until January, it attracts 

fieldfares as well, particularly in bad weather.  

As well as providing us with an opportunity to 

see all sorts of different birds, our crab apple 

has a spectacular display of blossom in May 

which hums like an engine because of the huge 

number of bees it attracts. If you are going to 

plant a tree this year, I would recommend this 

one.     Lesley Stoner 
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PHOTO PAGE 
 

 
L: queen pupa R: sealed queen cell Photo: Vanessa Rickett 

 

 

 
Ricardo the ram – note the red colouring which transfers 

to the favoured females Photo: Fiona Grant 
 

 
Orange scaly cap Photo Keith Tyrrell 

 
Ornamental crab ‘John Downie’ Photo: Lesley Stoner 
 

 

 
Slime mould Leocarpus fragilis growing and spreading  

Photos Penny Cullington 
 

 
Broomrape Prestwood Picnic Site Photo Jenny Smith
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Ladybirds 2011 
Five members contributed to the survey 

this year, covering six separate sites (all 

but one of them gardens). Although a day-

by-day diary is kept through the year, it is 

20-minute searches carried out once a 
fortnight from April to September on 

which safe statistical comparisons can be 

made, as in the table below (omitting the 

non-garden site). 

 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 

7-spot 1 55 59 174 

Harlequin 3 69 29 52 

2-spot 0 0 3 11 

10-spot 0 0 3 13 

14-spot 1 1 1 15 

16-spot 0 0 2 0 

22-spot 0 1 2 2 

24-spot 0 1 0 0 

Cream-

spot 

0 0 1 0 

Orange 0 1 0 0 

Pine 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 5 128 100 267 

Species 3 6 8 6 

No. 
gardens 

3 4 4 5 

Ave. per 

garden 

2 32 25 53 

 

This shows that we have had our best 

ladybird season since monitoring began, 

even if one takes into account that fact 

that we have added a new garden (PN’s 

Wildlife Garden) since last year. The 
commonest ladybird as always was the 7-

spot, with the introduced harlequins having 

appeared to have found a more settled 

population level as the second most 

common. Numbers of 2-, 10- and 14-spot 

ladybirds have all increased markedly: 

these are smaller beetles and probably 

suffer from harlequin competition more 

than the 7-spots.  7-spots have an 

additional advantage over the harlequin in 

being adapted to lower temperatures, so it 

is able to become active even in the winter 
during a warm spell, and they are generally 

seen in every month of the year, whereas 

the harlequin hibernates more completely 

(often trying to get into houses in large 
numbers during the autumn – I had to 

eject quite a few!) and there was only one  
sighting of a harlequin before their general 

emergence at the beginning of May, 
whereas 7-spots had been generally active 

for several weeks before then. 

Other ladybirds were seen at each 

site that did not happen to appear in the 

20-minute searches: 16-spot twice, cream-

spot twice, a 24-spot and a hybrid between 

2 and 10 spot. 

 There were marked fluctuations in 

numbers according to the date of each 

search, partly weather-influenced, but also 

because of natural population fluctuations, 

as a peak in one garden was usually not 
replicated in another. Where they are 

found within each garden is also highly 

variable, moving around from plant to plant 

at different times of the year. While 

three of the five gardens shared in the 

general increase in numbers, one was only 

moderately productive and the regular 

searches in the last one only produced two 

specimens all year (neither one a 7-spot!). 

It would be useful to have a larger number 

of gardens in order to understand these 

fluctuations better.          
Tony Marshall 

 

Other News 
 

Farming at Hampden Bottom Farm  
Despite the dry spring and drought at the 
beginning of summer, as soon as harvest 

started in August, so did the rains. There 

were just about sufficient dry days to get 

the crops in but we did have to dry a lot of 
the wheat before we could store it in the 

grain barns. Following harvest we have now 

cultivated and prepared the soils and 

planted oil seed rape and wheat. With the 

warm weather we’ve had until recently the 

crops have established and despite the 

lack of rain there is enough organic matter 

in the soil to keep it growing. The main 
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challenges are controlling weeds as the 

crops start growing and the annual battle 

against slugs just like all gardeners. 
  At this time of year the mills are 

buying grain so we have several lorries over 

Christmas and more during January and 

February taking all our wheat to the mills. 
A lot of our grain is used by Warburtons 

and the rest will go to other millers for 

bread flour.  

At the end of October the two 

rams went in with our Herdwick sheep. We 

will have them scanned in February to 

check which ones may have twins so that 

we can feed them a bit more if required. 

Lambing should start towards the end of 

March when the ewes will give birth to 

black lambs.  Last spring we fenced an area 

of the species rich chalk grasslands so 
that we can graze it. This should help to 

encourage more of the wild flowers and 

grasses. The sheep are in these fields now 

and early in the New Year we will then 

move them to our main pasture. Over the 

next few years it will be interesting to see 

what species emerge and to see how the 

sheep improve the grasslands. 

We’ll let you know how we get on 

with lambing in the next newsletter.  

Ian Waller 
 

Bees in spring 
In the spring the bee colony grows large 
very quickly as there is plenty of forage 

around in the spring flowers to provide 

both nectar and pollen to feed to the 

larvae and the queen, having had a quiet 

time in the winter, is now laying very fast. 

She can lay as many as 2000 eggs a day at 

the height of the season. 

 If the weather is suitable then by 

the end of April or the beginning of May 

the colony is becoming very crowded and 

the queen pheromone which holds the bees 

together is insufficient to spread through 
the whole hive. At this point the worker 

bees will start to make queen cells which 

are larger than the normal worker cell. The 

egg laid in this cell will be fed on royal jelly 

and large amounts of brood food so that it 

grows really quickly and develops into a 

queen. The pupa from this cell will be ready 
to emerge as a virgin queen only 16 days 

after the egg was laid.  

 But as the colony only needs one 

queen, shortly before the new queen 
emerges the old queen together with half 

the worker bees leave the hive in a swarm. 

This swarm will come out on a dry sunny 

day usually about midday and will find a 

branch or other suitable object to settle 

on.  Now the scout bees will be searching 

for a suitable place to make their new 

home. Ideally they want a cavity about 30 

litres in size with the entrance facing 

south and wind and waterproof; it should 

also be several feet above the ground to 

keep the bees safe from predators. 
 The swarm may have up to 25,000 

bees in it and be the size of a rugby ball or 

it could be much smaller but will always 

have several thousand bees in it. It is at 

this point that the swarm can be collected 

by a beekeeper and taken away to be put in 

a new hive. Bees in a swarm are usually 

quite docile as, before they leave the hive, 

they have filled their honey stomachs with 

enough food to enable them to build the 

comb for their new home. However it is 

wise not to approach a swarm but to send 
for a beekeeper to deal with the bees. 

 Whilst in theory it is possible for a 

swarm to find its own site and to build up a 
new colony without help in practice there is 

so much disease that many feral colonies 

die out within a couple of years. When 

collected by a beekeeper the swarm can be 

treated for disease and fed with sugar 

syrup to enable it to build new comb quickly 

so that the colony can build up in size 

before the next winter. This gives it the 

best chance of surviving. 

 Meanwhile back in the original hive 

the new queens will be emerging from the 

queen cells. If several emerge then one 
queen will kill the others. Four days after 

emerging the virgin queen will be ready to 

mate which she always does outside the 
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hive. The weather is important as she 

needs a calm sunny day in which to fly to 

the mating area where the drones 
congregate to wait for a virgin queen. The 

queen will mate with several different 

drones on each mating flight and may make 

three or four flights. When she returns to 
the hive after the last of these flights she 

does not come out again except to swarm 

the following year. Now she is able to carry 

out her sole function in the hive, to lay the 

eggs which will become the next generation 

of bees. 

 If you find a swarm of honey bees 

there are two local beekeeping 

Associations which will be happy to provide 

a beekeeper to come and collect them. 

They are the Mid Bucks Beekeepers 

(07850085167) or High Wycombe 
Beekeepers (07527798659). 

       Vanessa Rickett 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Government Policy on the Natural 

Environment 
The following is a brief review of some of the 

national policy launched last year which affects 

the natural environment.  

The Natural Choice launched in June 2011, 

was the first White Paper on the natural 

environment in 20 years. It was directly linked 

to a report - The Natural Ecosystems 

Assessment - on the value provided to society 

by the UK’s natural environment and of the role 

it plays in economic prosperity. This latter 

research defined and valued ‘ecosystem 

services’ such as pollination of crops by insects. 

It revealed that Nature is worth billions of 

pounds to the UK economy. This report was 

said to strengthen the argument for protecting 

and enhancing the environment. 

The White Paper also acted on the 

recommendations of Making Spaces for 

Nature, a report into the state of England’s 

wildlife sites, published in September 2010, 

which showed that England’s wildlife sites are 

fragmented and vulnerable to change. 

In July a draft National Planning Policy 

Framework was published which was intended 

to be a clearer, simpler framework, replacing a 

plethora of national planning policy documents. 

The government states that this framework 

re-affirms its commitment to maintaining the 

Green Belt and preventing urban sprawl and will 

protect and enhance biodiversity. It will retain 

protection for Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty, National Parks, Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest and other environmental 

designations. The draft framework takes 

forward the Natural Environment White 

Paper’s aims to improve the quality of the 

natural environment across England, and halt 

the decline in habitats. It replaces the national 

Planning Policy Statement on Biodiversity. The 

framework has not yet been passed as 

legislation. Many conservation organisations 

have reservations about the framework’s 

emphasis on economic growth and presumption 

in favour of ‘sustainable’ growth which they 

argue is too easily interpreted as being in 

favour of any growth.  

In the Autumn Budget Statement 

published by the Treasury in November the 

government stated that ‘it will ensure that 

compliance with the EC Habitats and Wild Birds 

Directives does not lead to unnecessary costs 

and delays to development, while continuing to 

support the Directives’ objectives. It will 

review the directives as currently implemented 

in England by Budget 2012 and is committed to 

tackling blockages for developments where 

compliance is particularly complex or has large 

impacts’. The EC Habitats Directive forms the 

cornerstone of European conservation policy. It 

requires Member States to ‘take measures to 

maintain or restore at favourable conservation 

status, natural habitats, and species of 

Community importance. In undertaking these 

measures Member States are required to take 

account of economic, social, and cultural 

requirements and regional and local 

characteristics’.  
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It is understood that there are several 

sites in the Prestwood area which have been 

identified as having potential by developers. It 

remains to be seen how the new legislation will 

be interpreted by the planning authorities or 

inspectorate in the future and how much the 

AONB is taken into consideration. If any of 

these sites have nature conservation value we 

will need to make sure it is on record. 

    Lesley Stoner 
 

 

 
 

Pledge to Plant a Tree  
The Woodland Trust is asking everyone 

who can to pledge to plant a tree to 
commemorate the Queen’s historic 2012 

Diamond Jubilee. They want millions of 

people across the UK to come together and 

plant 6 million trees including 1 million 

garden trees. 

They have a Buy-a-Tree range on 

their website for different sizes of 

garden and which can be planted for 

different purposes including supporting 

wildlife.  

Once you have made your pledge and 

bought your tree for the Jubilee your 
story can be added to the new Royal 

Record which will be preserved online. A 

copy will be presented to the Queen 

herself! The last such record was made in 

1936/7 when groups and individuals all over 

the world planted trees in gardens, parks, 

and open spaces. This record can be viewed 

on the Woodland Trust web site. 
Groups, schools, and businesses are 

also being encouraged to plant trees. 

Prestwood Nature has registered to 

receive a free pack of trees for hedging at 

Boug’s Meadow and have had an offer of 

financial assistance with the planting from 

the Rotary. At the time of writing we are 

still waiting to hear if we have been 

successful. If we aren’t we will continue to 

investigate how we can work with the 
Rotary or other groups to obtain and plant 

trees. 

To find out more look at the Woodland 

Trust 
site:http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/j

ubilee-woods/Pages/home.aspx  

   Lesley Stoner 
 

 

 

 

Message from Membership Secretary 
Yes it has come round again time to renew 

your membership to Prestwood Nature. You 

will be pleased to hear that there has been 

no increase in the subscription which still 

remains at £8 per household. 

However there are a couple of 

changes to the way we collect the 
information and money. With this edition 

of the newsletter you will find a renewal 

form which we ask you to fill in and return 

to the Membership Secretary either by 

email or post. 

  You will also see that if you are able 

to access your bank account electronically 

you can easily pay your subscription direct 

into Prestwood Nature's bank account the 

details of which you will find on the 

renewal form.  We would ask that you 

include your full name if you use this 
method.   Vanessa Rickett 
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People and Projects 
Leader 

  
Project Other roles 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com   Treasurer 

David Cann 865182 Davidcann147@yahoo.co.uk   Council member 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Grant 07801 677205 fiona.grant@veoliawater.co.uk Sheepwash Chair 

Ian Waller 07973 676891 ian@hbf-uk.com Farming issues Council member 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny@ja-smith.fsnet.co.uk   Council member 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Concil member 

Lesley Stoner 890128 Lesley_Stoner@wycombe.gov.uk  Family Activities Secretary 

Susan Graham 866621 shgraham@mac.com Angling Spring Wood Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk  Butterfly Transect Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Survey s; Chalk grassland 
projects (3); WLH project 

Wildlife records 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk Hedge and Tree Surveys Membership Secretary 

Dates for your Diary 
January 2012 

15  Sunday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Martins End Lane (meet by main gate) between Prestwood 

& Great Missenden. Info: Sue Graham. 
29  Sunday 10am-1pm Prestwood Picnic Site See Nov 20. Scrub clearance. Info: Tony Marshall. 
February 2012 

12  Sunday 10am-1pm Little Stocking Meadow Meet in Stocking Lane, North Dean, opposite TRADA, to 

help ferry tools and people to the site, where there is no road access. Scrub clearance and 

scarification to protect meadow clary. Info: Tony Marshall. 
25  Saturday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Martins End Lane (meet by main gate) between 

Prestwood & Great Missenden. Info: Sue Graham. 
March 2012 

11  Sunday 10am-1pm Hatches Bank Meet at Great Kingshill car-park (between allotments and cricket 

pitch) to help ferry tools and people to the site, where there is no parking. Scrub clearance to restore 

chalk grassland and rare flora. Info: Tony Marshall. 
24  Saturday 10am-4pm Holy Trinity Churchyard General scrub clearance. Parking on site. 

Refreshments and lunch provided. Info: David Page. 
April 2012 

1  Sunday 10am-1pm Wildlife Garden Greenlands Lane allotments, Prestwood. Provisional date Check 
with Lesley Stoner 
15  Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow Great Missenden. Use Link Road car-park (free). Grass-cutting, 

tending hedges and copse. Info: John Obee. 
22  Sunday 10am-1pm Hedges and Trees Training Venue to be decided. Info:Vanessa Rickett. 
29  Sunday 10am-1pm Kiln Common Orchard Greenlands Lane allotments, Prestwood. Info: Lesley 
Stoner. 
May 2012 

27  Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow Great Missenden. Use Link Road car-park (free). Grass-cutting, 

tending hedges and copse. Info:John Obee. 
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