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NEWSLETTER 30 January 2013

Conservation Group
for the Prestwood Region

Chair’s Column
Hello everyone,

I hope you had an enjoyable festive break with your family and friends and you are now
planning all those projects for the year ahead. If you’re inspired to include a more wildlife friendly
element to your garden, then take a stroll to the allotments in Kiln Lane to look at our wildlife garden.
If you go during April the delicate blossom should be out on the community orchard adjacent. It has
really benefited from all the rain during the summer and the careful pruning and maintenance by our
wonderful volunteers. If you’d like to plant a traditional local variety of fruit tree we can give you the
necessary details. While you’re in Prestwood wander over to Sheepwash pond. From March onward
there will be tadpoles if you peer over the end of the dipping platform. Any reports of early sightings
to Tony Marshall or our general admin mailbox are always gratefully received.

These sites, and others we manage, are only here because of the involvement and dedication of
volunteers. We thank all our volunteers but where there has been a special contribution we bestow the
honour of being temporary custodian of our Queen’s Award. This year George Lewis was selected for
his work to the society in being project leader at the orchard and volunteering at several other sites.

Volunteering and local partnerships are vital to communities and we do need a few more. It may
be younger people finding an outlet for their enthusiasm or interest in nature, or satisfying the
requirements for Duke of Edinburgh awards. Alternatively giving your time could range from putting up
a poster for an event in your neighbourhood to being a fully fledged member of the council. We had no
nominations to stand on the committee at the AGM and with only eight of us we will be looking at how
we make best use of whatever resources we have.

On that theme we are now looking to work more closely with the Chiltern Society whose
representatives came to talk about the Prestwood Nature Reserve at our AGM. There are more details
inside and I am looking forward to this opportunity of a local partnership.

This is also a special year for PN – it’s our 10th year and we hope to be able to mark this with
everyone through an event celebrating our successes in the communities. Details will be in our next
newsletter and circulated by our Member Activities updates. Best wishes, Fiona

Prestwood sunset November 2012 (TFM)
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From the Editor
There have been winners and losers in the last year
thanks to the very wet weather. Losers include
wasps, butterflies and bats but the winners included
slugs of course, and perhaps more surprisingly
orchids. All this information on trends relies on you
keeping regular records – keep them coming in!
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Members’ News
The autumn period is one where I normally
focus on fungi. They like a wet run-up to the
season, but this time it was just too wet and we
saw very few of note. They probably did very
well – the underground mycelia have no doubt
put on considerable growth, but the conditions
were not right for “fruiting” and so we did not
get the benefit of the toadstools.

In October a number did appear on
Greenside in Prestwood and I splashed around
in waterlogged grass picking Shaggy Inkcaps to
cook for tea and noticed several other species
like Clustered Domecap, Banded Mottlegill and
two types of Mushroom: Field and Macro .
After a few days the whole display of
toadstools had disappeared, an overture to an
opera that never happened.

At the Hatches Bank work-party on 2
December we were lucky to experience that
real rarity, a bright sunny day! It was warm
enough to sprawl on the bank having our break
of biscuits and drinks, soaking up the warmth
with red kites circling above mewing. There
were a few scattered toadstools, but they
included some less common ones like Dark-
scaled Knight and the rare Cortinarius
brunneus, while Jenny Smith spotted a
Saffron-drop Bonnet, which bleeds bright
orange on picking. One species that only
appears in the wettest years is the terrestrial
alga called Witches’ Butter and we saw its
unpleasant dark-olive slimy fronds here for the
first time. Lots of old stems of Chiltern
Gentian and Carline Thistle showed they had
had a good year in the areas we have already
opened up, and some Milkworts and Small
Scabious were even still flowering.

Scaly Wood Mushroom (TFM)

Frank Fermor rang in November about some
interesting fungi he had seen in north
Prestwood and I followed this up. Under the

hedge along Honor End Lane were several Scaly
Wood Mushrooms, one of our less common
mushrooms, and on Kiln Road a splendid group
of Shaggy Scalycap at the base of a stump.

Shaggy Scalycap (TFM)

While in the region I popped into the little Zion
Chapel cemetery and there were quite a few
species including three Waxcaps: Meadow,
Cedarwood and Snowy , and the uncommon little
Galerina mniophila growing in moss. I was glad
to see that Hart’s-tongue Fern still grows
there, as we do not have many sites for that
attractive species in our area.

As for other creatures, it has been a
good autumn for birds visiting our feeders,
including regular Nuthatches, Goldfinches and
Long-tailed tits, and a Greater Spotted
Woodpecker, although we have not seen a
Greenfinch all season. Not far away from us on
17 December a flock of 53 Waxwings in
Wright’s Lane was announced by Mike Collard
and several of us flocked to see them. This is
the second year running we have had them
there. If people grew more tall red-berried
trees and shrubs we might see more of them –
they like rowan, hawthorn and cotoneasters in
particular. I noticed that they did not touch
several large bushes of yellow-berried
cotoneasters nearby.

Back in September Val Marshall  saw an
Old Lady Moth, one of our largest species, and
I spotted the spectacular caterpillar of the
Lobster Moth on our birch tree. The rest of
the records of note were all from George
Lewis, who can always be depended on for
something different. He saw a Raven flying
over Longfield Wood again (we still have no
proof of nesting in our area as far as I know),
collected a beautiful Budapest Slug from his
garden, and found a striking red-and-black
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plant bug which I had not seen before. It
turned out to be called Corizus hyoscyami and
until recently had only been seen on our
southern coasts. It is another of those
creatures that has suddenly expanded its
population, moving inland and northwards,
probably in response to an increase in average
temperatures. People are unsure what plants it
feeds on, but George was unable to help there –
he found it on his garage-door!

Tony Marshall

Waxwing

Project News
Glow-worm Transect 2012
During the so-called summer of 2012, for the
sixth consecutive year, ten weekly glow-worm
transects centred at the Picnic Site on
Hampden Road, were undertaken between 18
June and 20 August.

During the initial three transects, no
insects were recorded. However, 21 insects
(17females and 4 males) were recorded during
the six successive visits to the reserve. This
represents an almost 50% increase in sightings
compared with 2011. It would seem to indicate
that the decline in numbers noted then did not
continue into 2012. The night of July 16 th was
especially good, as 8 females were noted.
During this transect, which took place on a
typically cloudy damp evening, five females
clustered together on the steep hillside bank.
Such clusters had only once been noted before.
However, the following week another group of
four glow worms was sighted near to the
footpath which runs down the length of the
reserve. An attempt was then made to read by
the fluorescent light of the four insects.
Unlike in Thomas Hardy’s Return of the Native,
where a card game is lit by 13 glow worms, this
attempt to read failed – but with more insects
… who knows?

Despite the wet, cold and altogether
gloomy conditions experienced during the
summer of 2012, the colony does not seem to
have been unduly affected. This was
particularly apparent on the steep hillside bank
where 18 insects were recorded – a dramatic
increase on last year’s 3. However this
increase appears not to have spread to the
grassland verge surrounding the car park where
only 3 females were recorded all season. This
compares very poorly with previous years, when
more than half the total number of insects
recorded would typically have been found
there. Disturbance to the reserve as a result
of work undertaken by Wycombe District
Council can probably be ruled out because 2 of
the 3 females recorded in 2012 were found
very close to an area of ground disturbed by
the erection of two of the new fence posts
which now help enclose the reserve. The
practice of mowing later in the season
successfully avoids disturbance, although
longer grass makes observation more difficult.

In 2013 attention will be given to the
area of grassland surrounding the car park
where it is hoped a recovery in numbers to
those seen in previous years will be noted.
Using the picnic table as a viewing platform
might assist the search for insects in the long
grass, although it might cause a few eyebrows
to be raised if a lone figure is seen standing
there in the middle of the night.

Ian Taylor

Ladybird Monitoring Results 2012
Way back in spring we thought we were going
to have a bumper year for ladybirds. There
were plenty of 7-spots and some harlequins
around in March before the fortnightly
systematic 20-minute searches were begun. Up
to mid-May we had total counts well in excess
of the numbers for all previous years. Then
just as we got to the period early June to the
end of August, when peak numbers are usually
recorded, recorders were stretched to find
any ladybirds at all. Even though recorders
tried to choose the warmest, sunniest day of
the fortnight for their timed searches, the
general weather pattern was wet and cool, and
this seemed to be the main reason for low
numbers. So the lack of ladybirds was not the
lack of sunshine (as the searches were often
carried out on the odd sunny day), but a lack of
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developed adults, presumably because the
larvae were not finding enough aphids to eat.
The number of ladybirds seen over the whole
year per plot was the lowest since the dreadful
year of 2008 which we had chosen
inauspiciously for the inauguration of the
monitoring scheme.

Although we saw the same variety of
species as normal, numbers of the six
commonest were all well down. 10- and 22-spot
ladybirds suffered most, with none seen all
year. These two small species, along with the
2-spot (only two seen), have been hardest hit
by the invading harlequins, whilst the larger 7-
spot seems to be able to hold its own. The 14-
spot, although small, tends to inhabit different
habitat, avoiding competition with the
harlequin. It is usually confined to long grass
and is best found by sweeping with a net.

The only good news was that two of our
rarer species, orange and cream-spot ladybirds,
were both recorded this year.

Four recorders (Sue Devlin, Christine
Hoskins, George Lewis and Val Marshall)
surveyed a total of five plots. We could still do
with more volunteers – there are few better
ways of spending 20 minutes in your garden on
a sunny day. Tony Marshall

A Royal Oak comes to Boug’s Meadow
On a bright and frosty morning in mid
November a group of Prestwood Nature
volunteers met at Boug’s Meadow near the Link
Road in Great Missenden. Their purpose was to
plant a hundred whips (small hedging plants less
than a year old) and to find a site for the Royal
Oak donated to us by the Woodland Trust to
mark the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.

The first part of the morning was spent
planting the whips to fill and extend the hedge
marking the boundary of the Meadow. After a
very welcome break for tea and cakes it was
time to plant the oak. The oak sapling had been
grown on from an acorn produced on one of the
royal estates such as Sandringham or Windsor
and could thus be truly called a royal oak.

After much discussion it was decided to
plant the sapling in the centre of the meadow.
John Obee, who is the project leader for
Boug's Meadow, ably assisted by our chairman
Fiona Waller, dug the hole in which the sapling
was planted and it was protected from the
attentions of the local population of rabbits
and deer with a tree guard.

Planting the Royal Oak 11 Nov 2012 (Photo V.Rickett)

In years to come we hope the tree will become
a much loved feature of Great Missenden giving
shade to our children and grandchildren and
providing a wonderful habitat for those many
creatures which live on mature oak trees.

Do feel free to spend a few minutes at
Boug’s to see how it is starting to develop into
a wild flower meadow. If you are interested to
help with the conservation activities please
contact John Obee (01494 865564). Send any
interesting observations you may make to Tony
Marshall - records@prestwoodnature.org.uk.

Vanessa Rickett

Butterfly Transect Results 2012
As in previous years, it was planned to walk a
set route (“transect”) of about 5 kilometres at
a regular pace 26 times over the summer
period (beginning of April to end of
September), once a week. This was carried
out by 12 trained volunteers. During the walk
all butterflies coming within 5 metres were
recorded. The walk is divided into 15 distinct
sections. In the event the weather was too
poor for butterflies to be flying in twelve of
the weeks, and several other transects were
carried out in marginal conditions. These were
the worst conditions encountered since we
began in 2006. It was therefore no surprise
that in 2012 the total number of individual
butterflies recorded was 1,008, covering 20
species, more or less equalling the worst
results we have ever had (in 2007). We got
more individuals than in that year, but one
fewer species.

The low number of species was due
largely to the rarer species not appearing this
year during transects – the only exceptions
being a single Dingy Skipper and three
unidentified hairstreaks. As these exist at
lower frequencies there is only a tiny chance of
picking them up when total numbers flying are
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low. But some of the commoner species were
also missing – Large Skipper, Small
Tortoiseshell,  and Painted Lady.

The commonest species, as always, was
Meadow Brown, with 581 records, which was
quite remarkable in being a marginal increase,
by 11, over 2011. Last year’s report noted that
numbers of this butterfly were lower than
normal, so we were merely seeing a slight move
back towards more normal levels, thwarted by
poor August weather. The number of meadow
browns relative to all other species actually
achieved a record high this year, against what
had been until then a fairly steady decline.
Absolute numbers were still low, but far better
than 2007. Whereas in 2011 it was seen
unusually early on 3 June, this year it was not
picked up until 13 June (in Abbey Park) and on
the transect not until 7 July. Dry conditions
with light winds (though not particularly hot) at
the end of July and beginning of August
probably benefitted this summer species.

The second commonest species this
year was the Hedge Brown or Gatekeeper,
which reached a substantially higher total than
last year (94 against 66), and would have
benefitted from the same early summer
conditions as the Meadow Brown. The closely
related Ringlet also exceeded its 2011 total
and came third with 92 (up from 77). These
summer-flying grass-eating “browns” were
apparently less disadvantaged by this year’s
weather than other species. While their
numbers were not that high, they were at least
holding their own. Despite appearances the
Marbled White is also in the brown family and
it too held its own, with similar numbers to
2011.

Last year we noted that the “whites”
had done particularly well, but this year they
plummeted. Large White managed to come in
fourth, but with no more than 41 individuals
seen all year, down from 177 in 2011. In fact,
apart from the browns above and one other
species, numbers of every species were far
below what they were the previous year. The
exception was the Peacock, which saw a modest
increase from 2011’s very low 12 to 19 this
year. Particularly badly hit were the skippers,
orange-tip and comma (just one sighting!), for
which bad spring weather must have been to
blame. These findings were replicated
nationally and are not peculiar to our area.

Transects do not start until April, but
there was a promising period in March when
several records were received. These included
several brimstones, peacocks and a comma. At
that time we thought it was going to be such a
good year – remember all that talk about
droughts?! It is to be hoped that these early
fliers were able to mate and make up to some
extent for the later dearth.

Last year I noted that each year has so
far been associated with one particular species
doing much better than usual, and asked
readers to submit guesses about what
butterfly would be the star of 2012. I did not
receive any entries for this competition, but in
any case it would be difficult to pick out any
butterfly this year, so 2012 will go down as the
year without stars. So, in a way, you were all
right! Tony Marshall

Meadow brown female on scabious

Hedge brown (Gatekeeper) male

Ringlet female on knapweed
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Other News
Farming at Hampden Bottom
Many articles in this newsletter start with our
weather. For me the wet September dragged
into a depressing wet October. I finally
finished harvesting field beans in the first
week of November, the latest and coldest
harvest I have ever had. I’ve only ever used air
conditioning in the combine harvester before –
this year I had to find the controls for the
heating in the cab!

The wet weather has delayed
cultivating the fields and drilling the wheat for
next year as the ground is too wet to drive the
machines in the fields. It’s important not to
damage the soil and I make a big effort to
make sure the ground is suitable before
working it. I took advantage of the frozen
conditions at the beginning of December to
cultivate and drill. As soon as the soil froze and
dried I started cultivating. Very early next
morning, about 5am, I was out drilling before
the soil was able to thaw. This way I have
managed to get a bit more wheat planted and
hopefully the cold weather keeps some of
those slugs away too.

At Hampden Bottom Farm I don’t
plough any fields, all the cultivation is minimum
tillage. In minimum tillage the idea is to break
up the clods of earth on the surface, mix in the
organic material and straw that was chopped at
harvest and prepare a firm seed bed for
planting all in a single operation. The
advantages are that it improves the soil
structure, prevents run-off from fields and
provides a better habitat for worms and
invertebrates. When I’m cultivating I can
expect to see large numbers of red kites as
well as seagulls digging the worms out of the
soft ground. This year the greatest number at
any one time was about 25 kites.

Whilst the crops may not have been too
healthy this year my Herdwick lambs, born in
March, are doing well and putting on weight.
There is still enough grass for them and they
will probably be ready for eating from the
beginning of February. We keep all the ewe
lambs for breeding in our flock but they will
not be old enough to breed until they are about
18 months old. Our older ewes have been in
with the tups and so we should be looking
forward to new lambs during April 2013.

Herdwick sheep (Photo F. Waller)

For those of you that use the footpaths and
roads through the Hampden valley towards
Chequers you may have noticed that many of
my hedges have only been cut on one side. This
is intentional and helps to maintain a supply of
berries and fruits as well as a habitat for
insets and the birds and mammals that feed on
them. I have about 35km of hedge around the
farm. There is always some work to do to keep
then in good shape and this autumn I’ve
repaired some parts that have been damaged
by cars trying to leap through them! Drive
carefully – hedges are tough!

Ian Waller

Result of visit to Hampden Bottom Farm by Heath Robinson
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Historic Trees of Westrick Walk
In the middle of the Lovell Estate in Prestwood
there is a path bordered by a line of old trees.
When the land for the estate was sold it was
on condition that these trees should be left.
So they became part of Westrick Walk, a
pleasant link from Wycombe Road to Greenside.

These trees are special not only
because of their age, and the fact that they
support a great deal of wildlife, but also
because they mark the line of the hedge that
in the middle of the 19th  century marked the
boundary between Prestwood Common and
enclosed agricultural land to the south. The
rest of the hedge has gone but these trees,
which had been allowed to grow to maturity,
remain. One beech tree in the line still shows
the result of its having been laid centuries ago,
as the trunk splits into two, one part horizontal
for a metre or so before continuing vertically
as a twin tree.

Hedges were traditionally laid in this
way for centuries until the custom was
generally discontinued in the 20th  century, with
a few exceptions. The trees also provide a
green space within a built-up area and are
valued for their own sake by many of the
residents alongside.

In 2011 I carried out a survey of these
trees and their associated wildlife. Of the 18
larger trees, all but one are oaks. Four of these
measure over 3 metres in girth and will be
something over 300 years old, as confirmed by
a ring count I did on the remaining stump of
one that had been felled. Many mature trees
are shown in this hedge on an OS map of 1880,
so the rest are almost certainly over 230 years
old. Most are in good condition, but the danger
of such trees so close to housing each side was
dramatically exemplified during the winter of
2010-11 when one fell without warning,
damaging part of the roof of two houses. My
mission was therefore to see whether these
trees and the natural habitat they provide
could be saved while ensuring the safety of
those living around them.

The trees support some very special
wildlife. Prominent among these are the fungi
which live in the soil in symbiotic relationship
with the trees’ roots, each providing essential
nutrients to the other. Most of the time they
are invisible, but, particularly in autumn, they
throw up spore-producing bodies (toadstools).
I have documented 24 different fungi in

association with these trees, of which some are
notable, such as the rarely seen Boletus
fechtneri and the uncommon Iodine and Sepia
Boletes. Most of them help keep the trees
healthy, but there are a few exceptions that
attack living trees. These include Root-rot,
which shows as brackets at the base of the
tree, but only after considerable damage has
already been done to the roots. I had found
such brackets at the base of the tree that fell,
so this may well have been the cause of the
mishap – I did not realise then how soon its
effect might tell.

Old laid beech, Westrick Walk (TFM)

Among the rare invertebrates benefitting from
the trees there are two small moths that feed
exclusively on the lichens that grow on them;
one, the Oak Lutestring, is restricted to these
trees and has not been recorded anywhere else
locally. The Oak Weevil has similarly not been
recorded elsewhere in the area, while the
larvae of two sawflies, recorded here in Bucks
for the first time, were found feeding on
lichens and algae on the old oaks. In addition,
birds such as blue tits use the trees for
nesting, while bats use the line of trees for
hunting moths and may even brood in them.

While it is important to keep this line
of trees both for their historical heritage and
the rare habitat they support, it is inevitable
that they will gradually be lost. While oaks may
easily survive 600 years in good conditions,
these are not ideally situated so close to
housing, requiring frequent removal of
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overhanging boughs and liable to drought and
pollution. Some have already been lost over the
last couple of decades. One can expect that
several more will go over the coming decade,
either felled because they are deemed
dangerous or dying of natural causes. In order
to ensure the preservation of the habitat,
therefore, I would recommend that young
trees, mostly oak and beech, be planted in the
line of the old hedge in the gaps left by trees
already lost. Where the line is narrower and
the trees closer to housing, shorter-lived
smaller ones such as cherry or rowan could be
planted. It will be a hundred years or so before
these new trees would be large enough to be
seen as a threat to residents, but they would
still support the important soil-fungi and
eventually replace the current old trees as a
habitat for lichens, insects, bats and birds.
The grass around the trees is currently mowed
very short, but it would benefit the health of
the trees if longer grass is left around their
bases, and short grass confined to the
proximity of the walkway for the convenience
of pedestrians. The longer grass area could also
be sown to attractive wildflowers and cut
annually to prevent the growth of docks and so
on. Finally, an annual check should be made of
each tree to minimise the danger of more
falling unexpectedly.

Lichens on old oak (TFM)

Through the kind assistance of Tina
Hillas, one of the residents of Westrick Walk,
my report on the survey and my
recommendations have been shown to virtually
all the other residents and their comments
taken into account in fine-tuning the
recommendations. There was general support
for them from a majority. I hope that they will
want to take it further by talking with the
owners and managers of the land, Paradigm
Housing, and thus ensure the survival of a rare
facility for both people and wildlife.

Tony Marshall

Flower Portrait No.3: Carline Thistle
Writing this at Christmas I am aware of the
importance of the symbolism of evergreens in
our culture, going back to prehistoric times.
Plants that keep their greenery through the
year stand out in the bare midwinter and
naturally come to represent durability,
continuity and the promise of the return of life
in spring. So we still continue the pagan
customs of bringing in holly, ivy and mistletoe
at the turn of the year – although the
Christmas tree is a more modern innovation.

Most evergreens are trees or shrubs,
but we have in our area a ground-plant whose
flowers also keep their look throughout the
year. This is Carline Thistle Carlina vulgaris .
“Carline” means “Charles’s” and relates to the
legend that its role in rustic medicine (produce
sweating in response to fever) was revealed in a
vision to Charlemagne. The original vision
probably referred to the larger French relative
of our plant, chardon soleil, literally “sun
thistle”, the flowers of which are still nailed to
doors in southern France for good luck.

Hatches Bank (TFM)

Carline Thistle only grows in open dry chalk
turf and is found in several BBOWT reserves
along the Chiltern escarpment. In our area it
grows at Hatches Bank, where the number of
plants has increased since our work-parties
have cut back the scrub. As is to be expected
of a thistle, the leaves are prickly up purplish
stems, but the flower-heads, appearing in July,
are brownish-yellow surrounded by long narrow
straw-coloured radiating “petals” (actually
inner bracts), like a child’s drawing of a sun.
The flowering stems survive for up to a year
and, although strictly dead by wintertime, look
no different from when they first appeared, so
it is a flower you can spot in any season.

Tony Marshall
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Buttler’s Hangings Reserve (VM)

Council Matters
Council News
The past few meetings of the Prestwood
Nature Council were mainly taken up by
arranging the AGM. In addition to this, we have
liaised with Chiltern DC to arrange cutting of
Boug’s Meadow by their contractors so that
members just have to rake up the grass. They
have also agreed to carry out some work for
which powered machinery is needed in Angling
Spring Wood. This will help a lot with the
heavier work.

We are planning more social activities
for next year which will be the 10th  anniversary
of the constitution. We hope we will get a
better summer for these, as they will involve
being outside (but not digging or raking)!

We have cleared some of the weed and
litter out of Sheepwash Pond, having found
some suitable long handled tools. There has
been some dumping of garden rubbish at the
back of the pond which we are keeping an eye
on. If it happens again we may have to involve
Bucks County Council.

We have been quite successful in
promoting the work of the group with articles
on the Bucks Examiner web site and in the
Source, The Trinity Herald and Hampden Parish
magazine. This is something we intend to
continue with as part of the 5 year plan.

Lesley Stoner

AGM Questionnaire
As a committee we want to be aware what it is
you want from the society. This will enable us
to attract new members and to help us achieve
some of the actions in our 5 year plan.

As a first attempt we asked members
at the AGM about their interests. Most
members who took part showed an interest in
our current activities like conservation work
and surveying, and in joining walks and trips to
the countryside or gardens, but less interest in
helping manage activities or work with children.
This will help us plan what we do during 2013.
To try to get a greater number of responses
we are considering circulating a short survey by
e-mail in the New Year. Keep a look out for a
Survey Monkey and help us to make your
society more relevant.

Fiona Waller

Local Partnerships: Chiltern Society
The Prestwood Local Nature Reserve has been
managed by the Wycombe Woodland Service
for at least twenty years. Wycombe DC has had
to pass a number of their sites to other groups
to manage. This is because cuts to local
government funds have meant they are unable
to provide this service any longer and it has to
be ‘outsourced’.

The Chiltern Society is the only local
group of sufficient size (6000 members) and
resources to be able to carry out the necessary
management of the Local Nature Reserve.
There is basically no other option. Prestwood
Nature, especially Tony, has provided advice on
its management and a record of the flora and
fauna. The Chiltern Society is fully aware of
the work that Prestwood Nature has done on
the site and they have already met with Tony
and George Lewis to discuss the on-going
management plan.

Volunteers from the Chiltern Society,
including the designated site warden Phillip
Pratt, attended the PN 2012 AGM as the first
opportunity to discuss the changes in
management. The Chiltern Society are all
volunteers, as we are, and their volunteers have
a range of knowledge from specific
environmental expertise to skills in working
with young people or project managing or
accounting - after all they are just a large
version of us! They will be looking for a
partnership arrangement working on the site
but they will be responsible under the terms of
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the agreement with Wycombe DC. They will
take whatever expert advice is offered that is
practical.

I think that closer working with
Chiltern Society will be extremely useful to us
as an organisation and hope that you will be
able to support the activities at the site during
2013. Fiona Waller

Council Members’ Profiles
(5) John Obee

John digging for the Royal Oak (Photo V.Rickett)

I grew up in the village of Tilehurst,
near Reading. We were surrounded by beautiful
countryside, not far from the Thames. Like
most kids in the years immediately after the
war we spent our spare time in the woods
playing Cowboys and Indians and bird nesting. I
was a keen egg collector and even though I
grew to know it was wrong it taught me a lot
about birds and I have been an avid
birdwatcher ever since. When I joined the
RSPB as a teenager in 1955 there were only 7
Red Kites left in the UK and they were far
from the Chilterns, in Wales! However, there
were many more songbirds about then and the
dawn chorus was worth being awake for!

On leaving school I joined the Royal
Navy and the attendant travel helped me to see
birds and wildlife of other countries. Later,
after a career in business I was lucky to be
able to retire early and spend a lot of time
travelling the world on wildlife holidays with my

wife Valerie. I joined PN in 2005 as Chairman. I
had worked for several years on environmental
matters with Tony Marshall and he kindly
brought me into the PN fold. I have been an
active member ever since doing a whole variety
of things including bird, hedge and tree surveys
and the Butterfly Transect. I try to attend as
many work parties as possible and in the last
few years I have spent a lot of time as Project
Manager down at Boug’s Meadow where
frequent scything keeps me fit (and I also get
to listen to my friends the birds while I work).
During my 6 years in the Chair it was wonderful
to receive the Queens Award, a great
achievement for a fledgling society. PN is an
important part of my life and together with
country walking and golf I manage to stay ‘in
touch’ with the outdoor life that I embraced as
a child and still love. John Obee

(6) Lesley Stoner
I’ve been a member of Prestwood Nature since
it started when I helped Tony Marshall with
the Environment Fair in the village hall in 2002.
I have been on the committee since it was
formed and have been secretary for the past
few years.

Lesley preparing a hedgeline (Photo V.Rickett)

I grew up on the Isle of Wight and
became interested in environmental issues as a
teenager. In 1970 a school friend and I carried
out a survey of sewage disposal on the island
and reported it in the local press. In those
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days it wasn’t uncommon for sewage to be
discharged above the low tide line. Things have
changed since then so don’t be put off
holidaying on the Isle of Wight!

When I left school I went on to work in
environmental health and sustainability. Dealing
with the impact the human race has on the
natural environment has always been part of my
job, but being a member of Prestwood Nature
has meant that I can contribute in a more
practical way.

It is always nice to be able to do
conservation work as part of a team and I
enjoy the social aspects. Also, we have run a
few educational activities with children that I
think are important and I hope to do more of
them. Like others on the committee, I work
full time and the group has given me a
connection to the community which I wouldn’t
have otherwise had. Lesley Stoner

Membership Secretary
The Council has decided to try and run some
informative events this year and we are
starting with a Bird Walk on 17th March to be
led by John Obee an experienced birder. For
full details see Dates for your Diary on the
back page.

Finally subscriptions are due now. They
have been held at £8 per household and can be
paid by cheque, cash (hand delivered) or direct
transfer into the Prestwood Nature account no
30-91-91 00909028. This worked well last
year. Please include your name on the transfer
and let me know by phone, letter or email that
you have done so. If you have any changes to
your details (particularly email addresses) fill
in and return the Renewal Form which
accompanies this newsletter.

Vanessa Rickett

People and Projects
Leader Project Other roles

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com Treasurer
David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer
Fiona Waller 07801

677205
fionacwaller@gmail.com Sheepwash Chair

Ian Waller 07973
676891

ian@hbf-uk.com Farming issues Council member

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com Council member
John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Council member
Lesley Stoner 865194 Lesley_Stoner@wycombe.gov.uk Family Activities Secretary
Susan Graham 866621 shgraham@mac.com Angling Spring Wood
Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk Butterfly Transect Council member
Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Surveys; Chalk grassland

projects (3);
WLH project

Wildlife records

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk Hedge and Tree Surveys Membership
Secretary
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Dates for your Diary

Wildlife Garden and Kiln Common Orchard Occasional dates for weeding, tidying and maintenance will
be arranged. Any one interested in helping on these days or at other times, please contact
admin@prestwoodnature.org.uk or phone 01494 421744. We will gather the contact details of those
interested and inform them when we are going to do a work session lasting no more than two hours.

January 2013
13 Sunday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Holly and other clearance in this ancient woodland. Meet at
main gate on Martinsend Lane . Information: Susan Graham.
20 Sunday 10am-1pm Little Stocking Meadow Restoring chalk grassland for endangered meadow clary.
Meet at 10am on Stocking Lane opposite TRADA business estate. Plenty of parking by road. Please be
prompt as we have to walk to the site. Information: Tony Marshall.
26 Saturday 10am-1pm Angling Spring Wood Holly and other clearance in this ancient woodland. Meet
at main gate on Martinsend Lane . Information: Susan Graham.

February
3 Sunday 10am-1pm Prestwood Picnic Site Scrub clearance to open corridors for Duke of Burgundy
butterfly. Parking on site off Hampden Road, just north of Perks Lane. Information: Tony Marshall.
17 Sunday 10am-1pm Hatches Bank Restoring chalk grassland with Chiltern gentian. Scrub and tree-
cutting, carrying. Meet at 10am Great Kingshill car park. Please be prompt as we have to walk to the
site. Information: Tony Marshall.

March
3 Sunday 10am-1pm Little Stocking Meadow Restoring chalk grassland for endangered meadow clary.
Meet at 10am on Stocking Lane opposite TRADA business estate. Plenty of parking by road. Please be
prompt as we have to walk to the site. Information: Tony Marshall.
17 Sunday 9:30am- 11:30am Birdwalk with John Obee. Start at the Crown Little Missenden, wear
strong footwear and bring binoculars
24 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow General grassland, hedgerow and tree management. Free parking
at Link Road car park, Great Missenden, right beside the site. Information: John Obee.

April
14 Sunday 2pm-4pm Spring Flower Walk Meet at Hampden Bottom Farm (parking). Information: Tony
Marshall.
28 Sunday 10am-1pm Boug’s Meadow General grassland, hedgerow and tree management. Free parking
at Link Road car park, Great Missenden, right beside the site. Information: John Obee.

June
9 Sunday Open Farm Sunday  Several local farms involved. See www.farmsunday.org for more details

Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 valmarshall@waitrose.com Next contribution deadline May 28 2013 please
Printed by David Page. Distributed by Jenny Smith.
Prestwood Nature Registered Charity No. 1114685 www.prestwoodnature.org.uk


