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Chair’s Column 
Hello everyone, 

Firstly Happy New Year to you all, may 2014 be a good year for you.  A lot of people will have seen reviews of 

2013 on television over the New Year period and I have also reflected on what we have achieved during our 10th 

year. Despite the snow that held back the development of our birds and wild flowers the lovely summer 

encouraged successful breeding of caterpillars and therefore butterflies and numbers observed on the butterfly 

transect showed a return to good years. The autumn season brought bountiful crops of apples and pears and fungi 

in our mature beech woodlands were abundant. 

Our AGM in November had a wonderful turnout and, more importantly our committee has some new blood. 

Two new committee members were nominated on the night - Julie Hopton and Kieran Sweeney, and Val Marshall 

has been co-opted subsequently.  It’s great to get new ideas and opinions and every committee needs to progress 

and change in order to keep the organisation innovative and with a fresh approach. For those who were not able 

to attend I can inform you that, this year, David Page was asked to accept the Prestwood Nature Queen’s Award 

for the next year as recognition for his work on the churchyard at Holy Trinity and the support he provides us 

with printing newsletters and AGM paperwork.  

At this point I will also take the opportunity to ask you to have a look at our newly designed website 

www.prestwoodnature.org.uk. Frank Rickett has taken on managing our website after many years of it being 

undertaken by Tony and Val Marshall’s daughter and son-in-law in America who very generously provided all our 

web support. Now it’s more local to home and should be easier for us to update regularly. If you have any 

suggestions or comments please let me know. 

From your responses to our surveys last year we hope to be able to hold more nature activities and an 

evening meeting during spring, and of course, there will be lots of opportunities to get involved in conservation 

activities at the sites we manage.   I look forward to seeing you during 2014. 

Best wishes        Fiona Waller 

 
Great Missenden from fields by Angling Spring 
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From the Editor  
Happy New Year with a new website and new email 
address Newsletter@prestwood.nature.org.uk for 
your use. We are always glad to hear your news and 
views.  Apologies for late appearance of this 
newsletter, but there’s lots of interest as usual. 

http://www.prestwoodnature.org.uk/
mailto:Newsletter@prestwood.nature.org.uk


Members' News 
 

The mild wet autumn was great for fungi and these 

will dominate this report, but first a look at the late 

plants.  Chiltern Gentians come out in late August and 

had a good showing again at the Picnic Site and 

Hatches Bank, where we are still extending the 

available habitat.  While at Hatches Bank I checked 

the small eyebrights [see this issue's Plant Portrait] 

for the rare Chalkhill Eyebright, which I had earlier 

confirmed to be present at the Picnic Site, and found 

it here too.  There are dozens of different 

eyebrights and they are notoriously difficult to tell 

apart, but we are helped by the fact that there are 

only two that are at all likely to occur in our chalk 

grasslands, the Common and the Chalkhill. 

 Another native plant that is autumn-

flowering and now rare is Orpine, a stonecrop species 

familiar as the closely related type grown in gardens 

as "butterfly-plant".  I could no longer find it along 

Whiteleaf Lane up from Great Missenden to 

Prestwood, although it had survived there for 

centuries, a victim of increasing traffic, but Val 

Marshall found it at a new site at Denner Hill at the 

end of September. 

 Harebell is another late-flowering plant that 

has considerably declined - it is no longer found at 

the Picnic Site for instance, and although it grows at 

Holy Trinity churchyard is hardly ever allowed to 

flower because of frequent mowing.  It was a great 

surprise to find a plant growing in the verge along 

Stocklands Way, Prestwood, as our road verges are 

also subject to huge mowing pressure.  Around the 

same estate that day I saw Sharp-leaved Fluellen, an 

uncommon arable annual largely chased out of the 

cornfields by chemical sprays, but now regularly 

occurring in disturbed areas around our streets 

along with its close relative Round-leaved Fluellen.  

There were also two aliens well established in urban 

areas of Britain - Canadian Fleabane and Guernsey 

Fleabane (actually from Sumatra!), the latter new to 

our area.  It is a newer arrival, larger and more 

vigorous, and gradually ousting the earlier colonies of 

Canadian Fleabane.  I also found Field Horsetail at 

Prestwood Village Hall - normally a common plant and 

often a garden pest, there are remarkably few 

records in our area and it hardly ever seems to 

persist.  The clearing of trees in Atkins Wood 

allowed the seeds of more arable weeds to germinate 

in the light, including Pale Persicaria and the 

endangered Corn Spurrey. 

 Heath Grass, a neat little grass that would 

have been common over a hundred years ago when we 

still had common-land only survives at one place in our 

entire region and that is Holy Trinity churchyard, 

where I was pleased to see that it survives, still 

flowering in the middle of October, right at the edge 

of a mown area.  It seems these days that most of 

our rarer plants are doomed to cling on by the 

fingertips at the cliff-edge. 

 The most exciting find of all, however, was a 

new site for Birdsnest Orchid, which was recognised 

from just the dry brown fruiting spike at the end of 

October, but I am not giving any more details about 

where it was found, as we still get reports of 

misguided people digging up wild orchids.  I will only 

say that it was in a quite unexpected place.  I hope 

to get to see it flowering next year and if anyone 

wants to join me they should let me know. 

 As late as 7 November I came across the 

first instance for our area of Treacle-mustard, a 

member of the cabbage family, right by the 

children's playground in the middle of Prestwood, 

another of our streetwise plants.  It later 

disappeared, but it is an annual and may well re-

appear somewhere next year. 

 The fungi season was not long - mostly 

through October - but it brought dozens of new 

records and many rare species, too tedious to list 

here.  Highlights for me were the edible species in 

good enough quantity to harvest, so that we enjoyed 

a free meal several times a week!  They included 

Field Mushroom and the introduced Cultivated 

Mushroom, but more flavoursome is Macro 

Mushroom which, before this year, I only knew from 

one site, but now showed up at several new places.  

Another mushroom, The Prince, is one of my 

favourites, but tends to occur in only small numbers.  

Inky Mushroom (alas, poisonous) was found along 

Whitefield Lane and in the copse on our own Bougs 

Meadow!  Wood Mushroom was present in Stonyrock 

Plantation.  A new mushroom for our area in Peterley 

Wood was Agaricus dulcidulus, not common enough to 

have an English name.   

 
Inky mushroom 

One species I had not eaten before, because I had 

never seen it around here, was Trumpet Chanterelle, 

a miniature dark version of the familiar chanterelle.  

Val and I found large patches in several woods such 

as Atkins and Hampdenleaf.  We also dined on Shaggy 

Inkcap, Oyster Mushroom, Giant and Common 



Puffballs, Trompette du Mort, and a Brittlecap 

Russula graveolens. 

 A large group of fungi that is often special is 

the Webcaps Cortinarius, some of which are 

colourful but many dull, most of them rare, and often 

difficult to identify.  It is always pleasing to add 

more of these to our list, as many only appear after 

a gap of several years (in fact many fungi may not be 

as rare as we think - we just don't see them often).  

This year we added C. croceocaeruleus and C. 
dibaphus in Peterley Wood, Bitter Webcap C. 
infractus (Red Data List species) at Prestwood 

Common, Scaly Webcap C. pholideus in Sandwich 

Wood, Bruising Webcap C. purpurascens in Angling 

Spring Wood, and Birch Webcap C. triumphans on the 

Prestwood housing estate.  (The number of rare 

fungi, many nationally endangered, growing in the 

road verges in and around Prestwood is quite 

remarkable, but you have to be lucky to get there 

before the mowers.) 

 Jenny Smith has contributed an article 

elsewhere in this newsletter on the fungi found at 

our foray in Angling Spring Wood, so I will end with 

just one more observation.  Marilyn Fletcher noticed 

a large bracket growing on an old oak tree along 

Hobbshill Lane.  This turned out to be only our second 

record of Beefsteak Fungus.   

 
Beefsteak fungus 

It is not only dark red like raw flesh but it even 

bleeds a red liquid.  It makes a good vegetarian meal 

for carnivores, as you slice it and cook it just like a 

steak.  Unfortunately it is not common and it seems 

a shame to take it off a tree and spoil someone else's 

joy of discovery, so we have only tried it once long 

ago when it was possible to find larger quantities. 

It has been a long time since we had any records of 

Dark Bush-cricket - then two turned up in quick 

succession.  George Lewis found it in his garden and 

I found some in the verge on Warrendene Road, 

fortunately wide enough not to be completely mown, 

as bush-crickets need rough vegetation. 

I also found several new beetles in fungi and 

the surrounding leaf-litter.  One was a notable 

species Helophorus dorsalis, which is a water-beetle, 

but known to inhabit temporary pools in woods, 

although in this case it was happy with rotting fungus 

and wet leaves.  The last butterfly record of the 

year was a Brimstone on 30 November (Vanessa 

Rickett).  16 October had been our previous latest 

date for this species (1987 and 2006), so this 

represents a considerable advancement. 

 I encountered a Fat Dormouse Glis glis in 

Whitefield Lane, not all that bothered by my 

presence, and a black Rabbit in Hampdenleaf Wood 

allowed me to get up close for a photograph.  The 

latter observation lends weight to the idea that the 

black rabbits that are often seen around are not 

native sports but escaped domestic pets.   

 George Lewis has several times seen ravens 

flying above Perks Lane this winter and thinks they 

may be searching for nest-sites.  We still wait with 

our fingers crossed!  Meanwhile the flocks of Ring-

necked Parakeets seen in December and January in 

Hughenden Valley, New Road in Great Kingshill, and 

Longfield Wood, may be less welcome if they settle.  

Exotic and colourful - but awfully noisy. 

 
Dark Bush-cricket 

             Tony Marshall 

 

Project News 
Sheepwash Pond Update 
There were two conservation sessions at Sheepwash 

pond at the end of 2013. The first event in 

November was to replace the wood chip path.  

Photo Fiona Waller 

Over the last 5 years it has reduced in volume as it 

gets compressed and slowly rots away. We ordered 

5m3 of chippings which Ian Waller delivered by 

tractor and with three residents of Honorwood Close 

we spread a good thick layer of chippings down to the 

pond. We managed to get this finished just as the 

rain started which was just as well as it then poured  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Photo Fiona Waller 

down all afternoon. Since then I’ve had comments 

from several people who have noticed the new path 

and mentioned how nice it looks.  

The second conservation task was the much 

needed clearance of some of the reeds that grown 

around the margins of the pond. For this event we 

were pleased to be able to work with the Chiltern 

Society. Christine Breden with CS volunteers and a 

lot of equipment were again assisted by several 

residents from Honorwood Close and other PN 

members. It was tough work removing 4 years of 

growth but the end result was hugely satisfying and 

will keep the pond in a good state for a while longer. 

Whilst on site, Christine made other suggestions 

which she has implemented at other ponds and so we 

may well have another session during the spring 

before there is any tadpole activity! Keep an eye on 

the website or the member activities e-mails.  

Sheepwash is a great example of how we can 

work successfully with other organisations and what 

these projects mean to the local community – we 

really couldn’t do it without either. So, many thanks 

to all those who have been involved in the formal 

activities and those who I know collect litter and tidy 

the site throughout the year. 

Fiona Waller 

 

Flower Portrait No.6 
Eyebrights Euphrasia sp 

Eyebrights are commonly seen on chalk grassland, 

often close to the ground, but sometimes standing up 

and bushier.  Their attractive white flowers are 

usually slightly less than 1cm long, streaked with 

purple and yellow, with a short upright hood and a 

longer lower lip with three lobes.  Their leaves often 

grow thickly up the stem, unstalked, roundish with 

obvious teeth.  A vigorous plant will usually have 

numerous branches like a candelabra.  All eyebrights 

are semi-parasitic on the roots of other plants.  In 

our area the Common Eyebright E. nemorosa is by far 

the most frequent.  The rarer Chalkhill Eyebright E. 
pseudokerneri has slightly larger flowers on average, 

but there is so much overlap it does not help to tell 

them apart.  They also hybridise, so it is not possible 

to identify every single plant. We have to look for 

the extremes - sometimes I have examined plants 

that had a mixture of the characters of both 

parents on a single specimen.   

There are two crucial differences between 

the two true species.  In fruit the capsule containing 

the seeds is much shorter than the calyx in 

pseudokerneri but only slightly shorter in nemorosa. 

Chalkhill eyebright 

The upper leaves in pseudokerneri have teeth with 

long flexuous bristle points, whereas those in 

nemorosa are sharp-pointed but not extending into 

a bristle.  The name comes from its use in folk 

medicine for eye maladies, but more than a weak 

dose can be quite dangerous. 
 

 
Close-up showing bristle-tipped leaves of chalkhill eyebright 

       Tony Marshall 



Angling Spring Wood 

Fungus Foray October 2013 
 

We joined a group from the Chesham Natural 

History Society for a wonderful foray led by Tony 

Marshall. The guide books Tony recommends using 

are Roger Phillip’s “Mushrooms” to identify fungi on 

site and Collins “Fungi Guide” for use at home for 

better identification.  He showed us, with 

mushrooms we saw straight away, comparing the 

Goat Moth Waxcap which grows under oak and is 

slimy and the Blotched Woodwax which grows under 

beech and is even more slimy, that minor differences 

can determine a mushroom’s identity.  Great care is 

obviously required as there can be very little 

difference between some of the poisonous and non-

poisonous mushrooms.  

 Over the course of the foray we barely went 

more than 100 metres into the woods, because of the 

diversity and number of fungi all around us. Overall, 

dozens of mushrooms where identified including the 

attractive Saffron Drop Bonnet, which bleeds 

orange when broken, The Blusher, Blackening 

Russula, Tough Shank, the easy to identify 

Candlesnuff, Beechwood Sickener (lives up to its 

name), and the deep purple coloured Amethyst 

Deceiver. 

 

 
Amethyst deceiver 

 

The highlights were Bruising Webcap as this is the 

first year it’s been seen in Angling Spring Wood and 

the Giant Club, which is rare in the UK, so we very 

privileged that someone came across it just before 

we left. Our thanks go to Tony for leading this event.

    Jenny Smith 

 

Unique Apple for Prestwood 
As a group we have worked quite extensively to help 

to preserve the old varieties of fruit which used to 

be common in Prestwood, the most well-known being 

the Prestwood Black Cherry. Many are now planted in 

our orchard at Greenlands Lane allotments. Now we 

have our very own variety of apple,  Prestwood Gold!  

Some Prestwood residents have old varieties 

of trees in their gardens which are remnants of the 

old cherry orchards. We have a very old and very 

large apple tree in our garden on Wycombe Road. It 

is prolific, producing large, light yellow apples which 

are sweet and ideal for cooking but don’t keep well. 

Bernwode Nursery which specialises in researching 

and growing old varieties of fruit trees, with the help 

of George Lewis took some cuttings from this tree 

three summers ago. They grafted them onto shorter 

root stock and they have now grown and produced 

more trees, including one which we have planted in 

our garden. They have not been able to find another 

apple like it and so invited us to name it. As the tree 

is tall it catches the sun in the evening and the apples 

glisten like gold so we thought Prestwood Gold was 

appropriate. 

The tree is possibly nearly two hundred 

years old so we are anxious to preserve the apple and 

are asking for more cuttings to be grown on dwarf 

rootstock. We will plant one or two at the orchard 

when they are grown and some members are buying 

them to plant in their gardens. Hopefully this lovely 

tree and delicious apple won’t disappear. 

         Lesley Stoner 

 
Prestwood Gold May 2005 Photo Lesley Stoner 

 

 

Ladybird Monitoring 2013 Results 
This was by far the worst year experienced so far – 

indeed it could hardly have been worse, with 

ladybirds hardly to be found at all.  Of the five plots 

where 20-minute searches were carried out once a 

fortnight for six months, three revealed absolutely 

none!  Casual observations on other days revealed the 

occasional 7-spot and harlequin, in very low numbers, 

while 2-, 16-, and 22-spot ladybirds were seen on just 

one occasion each. 

 The updated tables below comparing previous 

years tell their own sad tale. 

 

http://www.bernwodeplants.co.uk/index.htm


 Ladybird TABLE 1 Species by year 

Species:- 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

7-spot 1 146 151 201 102 14 

Harlequin 3 90 33 57 20 1 

14-spot 1 1 1 19 10 0 

2-spot 0 0 4 11 2 2 

10-spot 0 0 3 13 0 0 

22-spot 0 1 4 2 0 2 

16-spot 0 0 2 0 1 0 

24-spot 0 2 0 0 0 0 

Cream-

spot 

0 0 1 0 1 0 

Orange 0 1 0 0 1 0 

Pine 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 5 241 196 303 137 19 

Species 3 6 8 6 7 4 

No. plots 3 5 5 6 5 5 

Ave. per 

plot 

2 48 39 50.5 27 4 

 
Ladybird TABLE 2 Fortnightly counts by year 

Fortnight 

beg:- 

08 09 10 11 12 13 TOTAL 

1 April 0 0 12 9 26 0 47 

15April 2 1 20 8 31 0 62 

29April 0 0 6 7 26 0 39 

13 May 1 0 8 36 11 0 56 

27May 0 2 16 21 4 0 43 

10June 0 21 7 31 18 0 77 

24June 2 58 9 19 0 5 93 

8July 0 26 7 9 6 0 48 

22 July 0 30 17 72 4 0 123 

5Aug 0 52 23 30 6 3 114 

19Aug 0 22 28 45 1 8 104 

2Sept 0 17 31 6 1 0 55 

16Sept 0 12 24 10 3 3 52 

No. plots 3 5 5 6 5 5  

 
What happened?  The early part of the year is a 

crucial time for the development of ladybird larvae, 

as the hibernated adults mate and the larvae feed up 

through spring on aphids.  This year the weather was 

too wet and cool for the development of aphid 

colonies in the spring and very few ladybirds were 

able to feed up sufficiently to become new adults.  

By the time the warm sunny period arrived in July-

August, when the largest numbers of adult ladybirds 

are normally seen, it was too late.  This happened at 

the same time that all insect numbers were declining 

because of environmental factors and the recent 

invasion of harlequin ladybirds had had a deleterious 

effect on our native species. 

If we get a good spring next year it will be 

interesting to see whether the small numbers of 

adult ladybirds that hibernated this autumn will be 

able to repopulate our gardens and countryside, so 

the continuation of our monitoring will be crucial to 

document the future of these iconic beetles. 

 Thanks again to our four recorders – Sue 

Devlin, Christine Hoskins, George Lewis and Val 

Marshall.  We would welcome more volunteers – 20 

minutes a fortnight exploring your own garden on a 

sunny day must be the least onerous survey there 

could be of our natural wildlife, and the training 

takes no more than one hour.  Why not join us? 

Tony Marshall 
 

Ringlet ‘Butterfly of the Year 2013’ 

  
See p10 for butterfly transect report 

 

Other News 
Local Public Inquiry - Byways Open to All 

Traffic October 2013 
This concerns two local bridleways:-  

a) Bridleways 52 & 55 (part) Great 

Missenden - the track from Nags Head Lane leading 

through Atkins/Hobbshill Woods and then past 

Angling Spring Farm and down Whitefield Lane into 

Great Missenden.  

b) Bridleways 1 Great Missenden and 45 & 61 

Wendover - Mapridge Green Lane going from Rignall 

Road to Cobblers Hill.  

Back in 2003 the Trail Riders Fellowship 

(TRF) made applications to Bucks County Council for 

Definitive Map Modifications to upgrade these 

bridleways to Public Byways Open to All Traffic 

(B.O.A.Ts) under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 Section 53. In 2006 the applications were 

rejected on the basis that there was insufficient 

evidence to indicate that they should be shown as 

B.O.A.Ts. Subsequently, there was an appeal and the 

Secretary of State concluded that there was 

sufficient evidence and directed the County Council 

to make the Orders.  Numerous objections were 

made leading to the decision by The Planning 

Inspectorate to hold a local public inquiry.  

The inquiry was held in the beautiful 

countryside setting of Chartridge Conference 

Centre on 1st to 2nd October, and was adjourned until 

19th November to hear the evidence of a main 

witness who had been taken ill. Many local people 

turned up including farmers and those with childhood 

memories of the area. Although it was a formal 

process, the inspector kept the proceedings as 

informal as possible with the aim of gaining a clear 

understanding of the routes, ensuring all relevant 

evidence including clarification was heard. The 

inspector had walked the routes alone before the 



inquiry began, and then again with the TRF and 

objectors during the hearing.  

Historical maps, in particular Bryant’s, 

Jefferies’, Finance Act, Railway Companies and 

Ordnance Survey, featured a great deal and  

highlighted inconsistencies between them - we were 

amazed to discover that the time taken to draw them 

up ranged from a year to ten years! Other factors 

included the mud in Hobbshill Wood, the width of the 

railway bridges (this determines the status of the 

route) and the question of how or whether horse 

drawn carts would have used the routes.  

 Amongst the objectors were local resident 

Marilyn Fletcher, Mr Williams (Clerk to Great 

Missenden Parish Council), the Chiltern Society, Seb 

Berry (local Chiltern District Councillor) and myself. 

We then had to await the result of the inquiry, 

knowing that only historical evidence is reviewed and 

no consideration is given to the future effect of trail 

bikes or 4x4s travelling along the routes. 

These routes are amongst the last to be 

considered under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981.  From 2 May 2006, the Countryside and Rights 

of Way Act 2000 reclassified all remaining Roads 

Used as Public Paths as restricted byways. Along 

such byways members of the public have the right to 

travel by foot, on horseback or leading a horse and 

by any vehicle (e.g. bicycles) other than mechanically 

propelled vehicles.      Jenny Smith 

 

B.O.A.Ts Update December 2013 
At the beginning of December the Inspector’s 

interim decision was issued. This confirmed the 

orders to make both routes B.O.A.Ts with some 

modifications. The main successful change was that 

the route from Cobblershill Lane to the junction with 

Mapridge Green Lane along the South Bucks Way will 

remain a Bridleway. As there are modifications to 

the routes (mainly concerning widths) they are open 

to further objections/representations.  Only time 

will tell what affect these Orders will have on the 

routes.  

Many thanks go to those who objected and in 

particular to those who gave evidence and were 

subjected to cross examination. It was quite a 

daunting undertaking.   Jenny Smith 

 

 

Two Prestwood Owls 
Anyone walking around the fields and woods in  

Prestwood, particularly at twilight has probably 

heard the call of the Tawny or Brown Owl. If you are 

lucky you may even have seen one during the day. 

They have been seen flying over the woods close to 

Kiln Common allotments in daylight. They are 

however, mainly nocturnal and stay under cover, on 

branches close to a tree trunk, during the day. 

They can be heard at twilight in the woods 

near Stony Green when they call to each other, the 

male making the familiar hoo---ho, hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo 

sound and the female making a harsher kew-wick 

sound. Tawny Owls usually stay together in a 

monogamous relationship for life and defend their 

territory year round which may explain why we 

always hear them in roughly the same place. Their 

call at twilight when it is quiet is quite eerie but also 

peaceful. 

They are about the same size as a pigeon, 

with a rounded body and head, with a ring of dark 

feathers around their face surrounding dark eyes. 

According to the RSPB they mainly eat small 

mammals and rodents, small birds, frogs, fish, 

insects and worms, relying on their exceptional 

hearing to hunt in the dark. Their diet is therefore 

quite diverse in contrast to Barn Owls which eat 

mice, voles, and shrews. 

Locally, Hawk and Owl Trust volunteers have 

found Tawny Owls are coming under pressure from 

buzzards in particular, which take the fledgling owls 

as they wait on branches during the day for their 

parents. 

Britain’s owls, in common with many other 

birds are under threat. The Barn Owl in particular 

has suffered, 2013 being viewed as the worst year 

ever recorded. The scale of their decline is regarded 

as catastrophic by the Barn Owl Trust. This year 

they reported that occupancy of nest sites has been 

between 5% and 15% of previous years’ levels. Local 

Trust volunteers have reported that out of 40 

breeding pairs over a countywide area, only two have 

been successful, one of which is on Hampden Bottom 

Farm. 

 The cold winters of 2009/10 and 2010/11 

had a devastating effect and the wet June of 2012 

killed off many nesting Barn Owls. One important 

factor is the lack of food supply, the main source 

being voles which have declined because of the bad 

weather. A population explosion in voles could be 

beneficial to Barn Owls if it’s not too late.  

This food factor in turn flags up the 

importance of conserving habitat for voles and small 

rodents, chalk grassland, hedgerows, and wildflower 



meadows being some of them. Preferably away from 

roads which are dangerous for owls. 

Understanding the importance of food supply 

for these birds enables us to focus our efforts on 

improving habitat, both as a conservation group and 

as individuals: maintaining chalk grassland (eg 

Prestwood Nature Reserve) and creating habitat for 

wildlife in our own gardens for Tawny Owls which, 

unlike Barn Owls, have spread into urban areas. 

          Lesley Stoner 

 

 

Training for Recorders 
Many members already contribute casual records, 

which provide a solid base for planning PN activity.  

Other members have been trained in butterfly and 

ladybird identification and help with these 

monitoring schemes.  Tony Marshall also carries out 

more general systematic surveys, but there is plenty 

of scope for more such work.  He is willing to provide 

training, or arrange it through suitable experts, for 

anyone who would like to carry out more systematic 

recording.  There would be no cost except a 

commitment to carry out some substantial recording 

for at least a couple of years.  Learners can choose 

any branch of natural history they like, although the 

training will be more extensive for some groups of 

species (e.g. plants would take a year or two 

according to how much time the applicant can devote 

to it).   Other groups (e.g. galls) can be dealt with in 

a few sessions.  Training would be arranged one-to-

one at times to suit the applicant, but would involve 

a commitment to, say, a half day a fortnight or so for 

direct teaching (mostly field-based) and some 

"homework" in between.  The commitment of time is 

a serious one but might be suitable for people 

wanting to acquire more specialist knowledge for 

professional purposes or for those who have plenty 

of time on their hands that they would like to spend 

productively and enjoyably.  Contact Tony for more 

details if you might be interested. 

 

 
 

Gaye Pickard 
Many reading this will have known Gaye, who died in 

September last year. She was a founding member of 

Prestwood Nature and the lead for the Prestwood 

Watch children’s group for a number of years. This 

was as well as being an active member of the 

community in other ways, particularly in sports 

development.   

We had the pleasure of her company during 

the three years when she was on the Council, helping 

to develop the group. During this time and for a few 

years afterwards she and I ran children’s activities 

together, including nature trails on Prestwood Picnic 

Site and Angling Spring Wood, garden visits, and 

craft sessions in the library. She was particularly 

keen to encourage families to get out into the 

surrounding countryside for exercise and fitness 

which she was passionate about, as well as to 

appreciate nature.   

 

 
 

Because she had a lovely personality and was 

a popular person it was never difficult for her to 

recruit families for the activities she organised. She 

was always gentle and patient with young children and 

able to keep them absorbed in any activity. She also 

had a great sense of humour which helped as some of 

the Christmas craft sessions in the library were very 

popular and slightly chaotic. We were able to laugh 

about it afterwards as we cleaned the glue and 

glitter off the library floor, wondering if we would 

ever be allowed back! 

Her very premature death has brought a 

great deal of sadness but she has left some lovely 

memories. As well as the work she did to help 

Prestwood Nature develop I believe she will have left 

a legacy for the children she has come into contact 

with by helping them to grow up valuing nature for 

itself and for the benefits it brings them.  

         Lesley Stoner  

 

 

 

 



Winter Flowers 
This having so far been a mild winter it has been a 

chance to see which of our wild plants continue to 

flower throughout the year.  We surveyed streets of 

central Prestwood at the beginning of December 

2013 and again on 13 January 2014.  On the first 

occasion we found a surprising 20 plants still in 

flower: annual meadow-grass, autumn hawkbit, 

chickweed, daisy, dandelion, groundsel, hairy 

bittercress, herb robert, knotgrass, petty spurge, 

primrose (garden variety), ragwort, red dead-

nettle, rough sow-thistle, shepherd's purse, 

smooth sow-thistle, white dead-nettle, wood 

avens, yarrow and yellow corydalis.  Most of these 

are tough little plants, some considered garden 

weeds, that can grow almost anywhere.  You wonder 

why they waste energy putting out flowers at a time 

when there seems to be nothing around to pollinate 

them, but some plants can self-pollinate, so it may 

not be wasted after all.  The white dead-nettles 

stood out as looking particularly fresh.  At this time 

there were few plants flowering in gardens - in ours 

were just cyclamen, lesser periwinkle, fuchsia, 

Viburnum x bodnantense and an alien hawkweed 

Hieracium scotostictum. 

 On our repeat survey 13 of the above wild 

plants were still producing flowers (those in bold), so 

that these can truly be said to flower throughout the 

year.  (We did not pass any gorse, but if we had it is 

likely that it would have been a 14th entry.)  In most 

cases only a small minority of each plant showed any 

flowers, but the Daisy stood out as having many 

flowering at both dates.  On this second survey we 

took a slightly different route and passed a single 

sorry-looking creeping buttercup with one flower, so 

this may also qualify for our winter list.  By now none 

of the earlier garden plants were in flower and we 

noticed only forsythia (which began flowering in 

early January) and Mahonia acanthifolia (which 

started late December). 

 

 
Daisy  

Tony & Val Marshall 

 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Dear Editor 

Could you identify this rather ferocious 

looking beast that we found eating our buddleia 

bush last summer? Thank you.          

           Cara Rickett (age 10) 
 

 
 

Thanks for your question Cara.  It’s a Mullein 

moth caterpillar which is known to feed on 
buddleia as well as mullein.           Editor 

 

As editor I am always happy to receive your 

questions, comments, observations, news and 

feedback from our readers.  Please contact at 

any time newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.uk  

Next edition print deadline is May 26th 2014 

I look forward to hearing from you 

 

 

From the Membership Secretary 

 
Just to remind everyone that subscriptions are 

now due for renewal; thanks to those who have 

already renewed. 

Your committee is planning some new 

events for this year so I would urge you to 

renew soon so that you are kept fully informed 

about what is going on at Prestwood Nature. 

You can now renew your membership by a 

direct transfer of £8 to our bank account sort 

code 30-91-91, account no 00909028 but please 

remember to put your name on the transfer and 

return the membership form direct to me at 

Fairholme, Perks Lane, Prestwood.  Of course 

you can still pay by cheque or cash (hand 

delivered) if that is more convenient for you. 

      Vanessa Rickett  
 
 
 

mailto:newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.uk


PN BUTTERFLY TRANSECT 2013 
Of the 26 weeks available from 1 April to 30 September, weather conditions were only suitable for butterflies 

in 18 weeks because of the wet spring, although the warm summer that followed allowed many species to build 

up good numbers, and results were well up on the disastrous year of 2012. 

 

Overall numbers 
The total of individuals seen flying was our second largest total since the first year in 2006, although the 

number of species was only average: we saw no Duke of Burgundy, Holly Blue or Red Admiral. 

 
Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Individuals 3191 730 1327 2020 2263 1679 1008 2353 

Species 25 21 22 24 24 27 20 23 

 

Numbers seen on any one walk varied from 2 (mid-April) to 756 (end of July), with five weeks yielding over 100 

(July to early August, after which the weather became less clement once more). 

 

Differences between sections of the transect 
As usual Meadsgarden Field north of the Picnic Site had the highest total of individuals (665) but the Picnic 

Site had the most species (21 as against only 16 in Meadsgarden).  It also had the highest density of 

butterflies (3.6 per metre) because the walk through Meadsgarden is much longer (1.5 per metre).  As always 

the lowest count (18) and lowest number of species (4) was the section along Hampden Road, appropriately 

numbered as section 13 as it is the most likely place to be run over. 

 

Species accounts 
As always the most numerous species was Meadow Brown with 804, this species dominating the totals for high 

summer (July onwards), although not as much as in many other years (see table) because of the cooler weather 

after the first week of August.  As in 2011 we had an unusually early sighting of one individual on 3 June but it 

did not become dominant on transect until 8 July. 

 
Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Meadow brown % of total 54.5% 39.6% 50.1% 37.9% 30.9% 33.9% 57.6% 34.3% 

Numbers of meadow brown 1,739 289 665 766 700 570 581 808 

Numbers of other species 1,452 441 662 1,254 1,563 1,109 427 1,545 

 

Our second most numerous species (up from third last year) was the Ringlet with 361, its best showing ever by 

far (annual average 119 for 2006-2012), which makes it our Butterfly of the Year for most improved 

performance.  Large White also had its best year ever, up one place to third with 325.  All the whites had a 

disastrous year in 2012, so this is quite a comeback.  The Small and Green-veined Whites also rebounded, 

almost equalling their best performance ever.  Hedge Brown (Gatekeeper) came next with an above-average 

number but well below last year's second place. 

 It was also the best year so far for Small Tortoiseshell, whose numbers have recently been decimated 

by disease.  Fortunately, it looks to be recovering, both from our transect figures and national ones.  Despite 

the bad spring (which may explain the lack of sightings of Duke of Burgundy) we did pick up one Green 

Hairstreak in June, a species that is constant at the Picnic Site but too scarce to be picked up regularly on 

transect.  We saw no other hairstreaks or fritillaries on the transect this year, even though Dark Green and 

Silver-washed Fritillaries were reported several times from gardens and were apparently doing quite well.  

Brimstones also had a low number on transect, whereas my impression in general was that there were a lot 

around.  Holly Blue is a species well-known for marked fluctuations from year to year because of the cyclical 

effects of a prevalent parasite; with no sightings on transect this year we seem to be at the bottom of a 

trough, but numbers should pick up again in the future.  Although immigrants like the Red Admiral and Painted 

Lady were scarce this year (a late influx of red admirals in October was missed by transect), we got our first 

ever Clouded Yellow on transect when I came across a very battered specimen at the Picnic Site.  This was all 

the more surprising as we did not get any other reports of this immigrant in 2013. 

           Tony Marshall  



New Prestwood Nature Web Site 
 

Our new web site was ready for use on 17th December.  You can see it at www.prestwoodnature.org.uk.  We have 

also been able to obtain the web address www.prestwoodnature.org so you can now leave off the ".uk" from the 

end of the name and you will still come to our site.  The pages have been completely redesigned and the home 

page now looks like the right-hand picture below. 

 

  
To navigate through the site, point the mouse at the  

top-line menu. 

Most topics have more than one page.  When you  

point the mouse at the topic heading an additional menu  

drops down listing the sub-headings.  As you run the mouse 

down the sub-heading list, further options appear if they  

are available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can find all of the Natural History information from the old site under the "Our Environment" heading.  On 

the new site we have placed greater emphasis on providing information about the various Prestwood Nature 

projects.  This part of the web site is still work-in-progress; some of the project pages are complete while others 

are still being amended.  A few of our projects do not appear yet in the list and we hope that, with the leaders' 

help, we will be able to put something up soon.  Where appropriate, maps have been included to help visitors find 

where we are working.      

If you would like to contact any of the PN Council officers 

or any of the project leaders or if you have any comments or 

suggestions to make, please use our Contact Us page which you will 

find under the "Contact" menu.  Messages you write into the 

Message Box go directly to the Webmaster who will acknowledge 

them and pass them on to the person best suited to deal with them. 

Please use the message facility; we think it is a very simple 

and efficient way to keep in touch. 

The new Prestwood Nature web site also works very well on 

smartphones and tablet computers.  We have chosen a text style 

that displays clearly on Apple and Android devices.  There is one 

minor difference when navigating the site using a touch-screen.  For 

example, when you tap "Projects" in the main menu you will go 

straight to the Projects home page.  You don't get the drop-down 

sub-menus.  This is not a problem because you can easily navigate to 

individual projects by tapping their pictures. If you have not already 

seen our new web site, please have a look at it and let us know what 

you think.   

 
  Frank Rickett  

Webmaster  

http://www.prestwoodnature.org.uk/
http://www.prestwoodnature.org/


People and Projects 
 

Leader 
 

 

Project Other roles 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com   Treasurer 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash Chair 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com   Council member 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Council member 

Kieran Sweeney 868527 katynex@gmail.com;  Council member 

Lesley Stoner 865194 Lesley_Stoner@wycombe.gov.uk  Family Activities Secretary 

Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com;   Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk  Butterfly Transect Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Surveys/Chalk grassland project Wildlife records 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.uk   Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk Hedge and Tree Surveys Membership Sec 
 

Dates for your Diary 
February  

Angling Spring tba Holly and laurel clearance, path maintenance – see www.prestwoodnature.org.uk for info 

March 

22 Saturday 10:30- 11:30 Wildlife Garden Planning meeting  

To arrange occasional dates for weeding, tidying and maintenance. Anyone interested in helping with the garden, 

please contact membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk  

23 Sunday 9:30-12:00 Bird Walk  

Meet at the Crown in Little Missenden.  Park in the road nearby or in the Little Missenden Village Hall car park.  

Wear boots or stout walking shoes and waterproofs.  Bring binoculars. Info: John Obee 

April 

13 Sunday 2-4:00 Spring Flower walk  

Park in layby on Rignall Road at Hampden Bottom opposite stile into Coach Hedgerow SP847034  

Info: Tony Marshall 

27 Sunday 10-1:00 Boug’s Meadow  

Work party including elder/nettle clearance, general tidying, enjoying the developing meadow and stream bed, 

and the company of other members. Park at the Link Road car park Info: John Obee 

May 

13 Tuesday 7:30-9:30 Evening Meeting with refreshments at Prestwood Village Hall (Small hall) 

Speaker David Curry of Hertfordshire Orchard Initiative speaking on Apples and Orchards   

June 

22 Sunday 9-12:00 Boug’s Meadow  

Work party including elder/nettle clearance, general tidying, enjoying the developing meadow and stream bed, 

and the company of other members. Park at the Link Road car park Info: John Obee 

28 Saturday 11-1:00 Boug’s Meadow Open day 

July 

13 Sunday 2-4:00 Open Garden  

The Hedleys of Grasmere, Orchard Lane, Prestwood invite you to see their wild-life friendly garden 

September 

21 Sunday 10-1:00 Boug’s Meadow  

Work party including elder/nettle clearance, general tidying, enjoying the developing meadow and stream bed, 

and the company of other members. Park at the Link Road car park Info: John Obee 
 

Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.uk    
Next contribution deadline May 26 2014 please.  Printed by David Page.  Distributed by Jenny Smith. 
Prestwood Nature Registered Charity No. 1114685        www.prestwoodnature.org.uk  
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