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Chair’s Column 

Hello everyone, 

I hope that many of you will have noticed our membership leaflet being posted through your door with some of 

the local church magazines.  As I have mentioned in previous articles and at the AGM, the membership levels are 

falling and in order to take on new projects we need both active members and general supporters in the 

community.  Unfortunately from distribution of about 3500 leaflets we have only had a handful of new 

memberships so far, perhaps the better weather will encourage a wave of joiners.  However I am very happy to 

welcome our new supporters and hope they will have the opportunity to join in some of the activities over the 

summer. 

On a more positive note there has been a real buzz at the wildlife garden by Kiln Common allotments.  

Several people are now involved in developing the planting scheme in the wildlife garden to encourage pollinators 

and other insects into the garden.  The bug hotel provides a nice habitat for some and hopefully the range of 

plants attracting those vital bugs will also help the allotment holders and the trees in the orchard too.  The old 

bench has been recently refurbished so why not take a walk up there and then sit down to observe the garden? 

We had a very successful evening talk on traditional English orchards by David Curry of the Hertfordshire 

Orchard Initiative which was well attended and provided lots of information on managing these special sites.  We 

are also holding an open day on June 28th at Boug's Meadow to show what we have been doing to create a 

wildflower meadow there and how the site is being managed.  More information will be circulated shortly and 

there will be posters in the local villages. 

This is a great time of year to get more acquainted with some of our wildlife and flowers. As well as PN 

activities several other local and national societies hold moth trapping events, glow worm walks, bat detection 

sessions and butterfly observation days. Many are advertised in local publications but if anyone has specific 

interests and can’t find a suitable event please contact us to see if we can assist. 

Until the next edition, hope you have a great summer.    Best wishes, Fiona Waller 
 

 
Wildlife Garden and bug hotel June 2011 – spot the 2014 differences 
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From the Editor  
I hope you have all received and enjoyed our new 

leaflet – as a member please pass it on to someone 

who may be interested – reuse is even better than 

recycle.  Let’s get the message out that there’s 

something to interest everyone here.   

 



Members' News 
 

Most of this edition, covering January to May, is 

inevitably dominated by two factors: rain and the 

mild winter.  The rain has done wonders for many of 

our plants and fungi.  My first spring lawn-cut (yes, 

I have been known to cut the grass on rare 

occasions!) was more comparable to the usual August 

cut of my small pieces of meadow and the scythe 

would have been more suitable than the mower if it 

were not so damp.  We are likely to get record-high 

docks and nettles this year (so we are going to need 

plenty of hands at Boug's Meadow).  The soaked 

ground is also likely to encourage good growths of 

orchids, so keep an eye open for them this summer.  

We have already seen plenty of White Helleborines 

at Stonygreen, Hampdenleaf Wood (Val Marshall) 

and the cemetery at Great Missenden (John Obee).  

(See Newsletter 31, Flower Portrait No.4.)  They 

have not been seen at the first two sites for several 

decades! 

Orchids are dependent on a symbiotic 

relationship with certain soil-living fungi and the fact 

that the latter need plenty of moisture may have 

something to do with good showings of orchids.  

Because of the mild winter, in fact, "autumn" fungi 

were fruiting in January and I have had more records 

for spring than ever before.  The highlight was the 

False Morel Gyromitra esculenta that appeared in 

the garden of Brian Roberts.  There have only ever 

been a few records of it in this country.  It seems to 

have been brought in with a potted plant.  It is called                      

"False Morel" because it is poisonous - despite the 

Latin esculenta meaning "delicious to eat" (famous 

last words)!   

                   
                          False Morel Photo Brian Roberts 

 

I also found a False Puffball Enteridium lycoperdon 

growing out of the bark of a giant redwood tree in 

Priestfield Arboretum, another "first" for our area.  

Although it looks just like a puffball it is in fact a 

member of the strange group of "slime-moulds".  

None of our real puffballs grow directly on trees in 

this way.  I have seen False Puffball on beech on 

Naphill Common and for a long time could not work 

out what it was.  Other rare fungi were Dacrymyces 
chrysospermus on a dead pine in Great Missenden in 

January, and Arrhenia retiruga in February on moss 

that was growing, most unusually, on top of a hedge!  

The hedge (forming the boundary of the Polecat 

orchard) was very close-cut and made a solid enough 

platform for moss and plants to grow on top like a 

lawn.  St Georges Mushroom is so-called because it 

usually appears around St Georges Day, and so it did 

as usual at various places around Prestwood, 

seemingly unaffected by the mild climate.  The first 

Waxcap toadstool, on the other hand, does not 

usually appear until mid-June, but JO discovered 

several bright yellow ones Hygrocybe persistens on 

25 May at the cemetery where the white 

helleborines grow. 

 Algae of course are very moisture-

dependent, which is why most of them grow in water 

or the sea.  One of the few terrestrial ones Witches' 

Butter Nostoc commune only appears in the wettest 

years, so it was no surprise to see it again this year 

in Hengrove Wood.  This was on our Spring Flower 

Walk, which was on almost the same date as last 

year, although one would hardly believe it.  Last year 

the frosts had delayed everything, such that we had 

great difficulty finding any spring flowers at all (in 

mid-April!), but this year we were met with an 

abundance of just about everything one might expect 

to see: even the Cowslips were in flower, and we saw 

good colonies of Wood Anemone, Bluebell, 

Moschatel, Goldilocks Buttercup and much else.  We 

were also pleased to see a pair of Ravens that have 

nested for the second year running near Hampden 

Bottom; the down-side was that they were preying 

on the nests of the Skylarks that are now breeding 

in large numbers there.  George Lewis had seen 

another pair surveying elsewhere for a nest-site at 

the beginning of January.  It was around this time 

that we got the only winter-immigrant report of this 

year, Fieldfare in Abbey Park (VM); although I 

wonder if the unusual large flock of 20 or more 

Yellowhammers JO saw in Little Kingshill in early 

April had also been over-wintering Scandinavian 

birds getting ready to fly back home. 

   
  Photo Brian Roberts 

The weather has also suited amphibians and reptiles.  

GL saw Slow-worms at Prestwood Picnic Site (where 

there has always been a population) and BR reported 

a newly mature Great Crested Newt in his garden.  



This may have been from a so-far-undiscovered 

breeding population in a garden pond nearby. 

 While the plants were advantaged, it was not 

so for those creatures more dependent on warmth 

and sunshine, so we got no early sightings of over-

wintering butterflies, for instance.  These came in a 

rush when we had a few days' mini-summer in the 

first half of March.  JO spotted Comma and 

Brimstone on 8 March, while GL & Tina Hillas added 

Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and 7-spot Ladybird on 

9 March, and I saw my first queen Bumble-bee (a 

Buff-tailed) on 11 March.  Other insects waited until 

the odd sunny interlude in the rainy weeks that 

followed: Hairy-footed Flower-bee (like a small black 

bumble-bee) on 24 March (VM), Harlequin Ladybirds 

just emerging on 27 March, Tawny Mining-bee (GL) 

and Bee-fly on 8 April, Small Copper butterfly 9 

April (JO), all the other usual bumble-bees 10 April, 

Orange-tip 13 April, Brimstone Moth just emerged 

16 April (Jeanette Hedley), and Green-veined White 

27 April.  By the end of the month at Prestwood 

Picnic Site there were plenty of Dingy Skippers, 

Green Hairstreaks and the spring Crane-fly Tipula 
vernalis.   

 
Spring Cranefly 

 

The first Large Red Damselfly emerged from JH's 

garden pond on 3 May.  By now cuckoos could also be 

heard at Little Kingshill and Denner Hill, reported by 

several people, the first being JO on 20 April.  May 

was mild enough for activity to continue, but not 

sunny enough to yield many new sightings, the most 

notable being a Ruby Tiger Moth freshly emerged on 

the 12th (GL) and on the 14th a Black-headed 

Cardinal Beetle in Provost Wood, where there were 

large numbers of Coralroot (see this issue's Flower 

Portrait). 

 Marilyn Fletcher had an unusual report on 

1st February: her sleep was disturbed by Polecats 

caterwauling just outside her house in Great 

Missenden in the middle of the night.  This is the 

first time we have heard of this behaviour, although 

we have known for some time that polecats were 

breeding in our area.  I also added Field Vole to our 

growing list of fauna at Boug's Meadow, which 

continues to improve despite a rear-guard reaction 

by rain-rejuvenated docks.  Gradually the soil 

fertility is going down and meadow flowers are taking 

hold, while it was good this spring to see such a good 

flow of water in the stream, bordered by snowdrops 

and, later, cowslips. 

 Just a few odd scraps to finish with.  I found 

dead Larch Longhorn Beetles inside galleries mined 

under the bark of larch trees in Angling Spring 

Wood.  It is interesting to see that these trees at 

least support some life - there are a few fungi that 

also grow only in association with the larches.  

Perhaps, instead of taking more out, we should let 

them die or leave them felled in situ so that these 

species maintain their habitat a little longer. 

 I also took a look at the lichens on the old 

ash-tree in Abbey Park, as I had learned that ancient 

ashes are particularly good for lichens, which is one 

of the concerns about the spread of ash die-back.   

 
Lichen on old ash Abbey Park 

 

I recorded nine different species altogether from 

the lower trunk and branches, some of them first 

records for our area, but none of them particularly 

rare.  The air here near London, although improved, 

is still too polluted for the uncommon lichens to get 

re-established. 

 Finally I have been following the fortunes of 

two generally common plants that happen to be rare 

in our area.  These are Common Whitlow-grass and 

Common Storksbill, both to be found in rather bare, 

usually sandy, places, such as the edge of pavements.  

Both have been known from one road junction in 

Hughenden Valley for some time.  I then discovered 

the Whitlow-grass (a spring-flowerer) a few years 

ago in Stevens Close on the Prestwood estate, 

concentrated along the pavement just outside a 

single house, where seeds may have come in with a 

delivery of sand or gravel.  This year I found that 

this colony had spread all down the road and into the 

neighbouring Peppard Meadow, with one plant just 

having got into Lodge Lane.  I also found this year, 

however, that there was another small colony beside 

Prestwood High Street, which seems likely to be of 



independent origin, a thriving group along Back Lack 

in Great Missenden (where there has been building 

work), and a small number in the gravel drive into a 

house on Heath End Road, Little Kingshill.  Meanwhile 

Common Storksbill has suddenly appeared along the 

drive to Hampden House, after new gravel had been 

laid along there, which is quite obviously the source, 

as I am sure the plant was not there before.  These 

observations show how plants may move around and 

our Flora continually change from year to year.  

Always something new to look out for, as you all show 

by letting me have your observations throughout the 

year.    Tony Marshall 
              

Project News 
Glow Worm Transect 2013 
For the last seven years of the Glow-worm Transect 

at Prestwood Picnic Site off Hampden Road, numbers 

of insects have fluctuated considerably.  There has 

always been some uncertainty concerning the effect 

our unpredictable summers would have.  This was 

particularly true during 2011 and 2012, when it would 

have perhaps been expected that the poor cold and 

wet weather conditions would have had detrimental 

effect on the number of insects recorded, which in 

turn would have impacted on the overall success of 

the colony. 

Although it is true that only eleven insects 

were spotting during the wet summer of 2011, 

numbers increased twofold in 2012, which proved to 

be an even colder and wetter summer.  The summer 

of 2013 had plenty of warm still evenings, which one 

would have suspected would have been conducive to 

the success of the colony.  However, during the 2013 

season, a mere seven female glow worms were 

spotted, and there were six warm still evenings when 

no insects were sighted at all. 

This was a surprise and suggests the size of 

the colony has declined.  This especially seems true 

in the grassland area around the car park, because 

for the second consecutive year no insects were 

recorded, when prior to 2012 typically more than 

half of all observations tended to be in this area. 

In 2013 twelve consecutive transects took 

place on Monday evenings at 11 pm.  The first of 

these took place on 17th June, although it wasn’t until 

1st July that the first female insect was recorded, 

while subsequent visits on 8th and 15th failed to 

record any insects.  In previous years once insects 

began to appear, numbers would gradually increase 

until a peak towards the end of July, after which 

sightings tended to tail off.  However, during the 

2013 season this was not the case as only one insect 

was recorded on 22nd and none again on 29th July and 

5th August. 

However, during the evening of 12th August, 

which coincided with the Perseid* meteor shower, 

three females were seen to be glowing.  One of the 

three insects seen that evening was still evident 

during the following transect, when one other female 

was seen on the roadside verge outside the reserve’s 

perimeter fence.  Two further transects were 

undertaken on 27th August and 2nd September, 

although no new sightings were observed on these 

occasions. 

It is difficult to conclude why so few insects 

were recorded during 2013 as there were plenty of 

warm dry evenings.  The lifecycle of the insect does 

mean that the 2013 adults would have started life 

three years ago when only 16 insects were spotted.  

Evidence that 2013 was a bad year is also backed up 

by the decline in numbers of insects recorded at 

Hampden Farm, so as the 2014 season is about to 

start it is hoped that numbers of insects recorded 

at both sites increase to levels seen in previous 

years.      Ian Taylor 

 

*The Perseid meteor shower, one of the brighter meteor showers 

of the year, occurs every August, peaking around August 9-13. 

Consisting of tiny space debris from the comet Swift-Tuttle, the 

Perseids are named after the constellation Perseus. This is 

because, their radiant, or the direction the shower seems to come 

from, lies in the same direction as Perseus. The constellation lies 

in the north-eastern part of the sky.  While the skies light up 

several time a year by other meteor showers, the Perseids are 

widely sought after by astronomers and stargazers alike. This is 

because at its peak, one can view 60 to a 100 meteors in an hour 

from a dark place. 

http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-

images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2013/8/9/13760620

23334/Starwatch-Perseids_1208.png 
 

Evening Meeting 13th May 2014 
On Tuesday 13th May, Prestwood Nature held an 

evening meeting at the Prestwood Village Hall.  The 

speaker was David Curry from the Hertfordshire 

Orchard Initiative who gave a talk entitled 

“Biodiversity in a Bottle”.   

 David pointed out how the choice of apple 

varieties available to us has gone down sharply over 

the past few years as supermarkets have 

concentrated on just a few varieties that can be 

obtained all year round.  The supermarket’s criteria 

are reliability of supply, uniform appearance and 

good keeping qualities on the supermarket shelf.  

http://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/meteor-showers.html
http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2013/8/9/1376062023334/Starwatch-Perseids_1208.png
http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2013/8/9/1376062023334/Starwatch-Perseids_1208.png
http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2013/8/9/1376062023334/Starwatch-Perseids_1208.png


Subtleties of texture and flavour are low down on 

their list of priorities. 

 In each area of the country, varieties of 

plums, cherries, apples and pears were developed to 

thrive in the local conditions of soil and climate.  

Each variety also had a unique taste; some were good 

for eating, some for cooking, and others for juicing 

or cider making.  Varieties were also developed for 

their keeping properties so that fruit would be 

available from autumn to the following spring without 

the need for refrigeration or the use of chemicals 

to inhibit ripening.  

 Preserving these old varieties is important to 

maintain biodiversity, but also to retain their 

individual flavours and to stop us from being 

dependent upon imported fruit.   

 
Photo Frank Rickett 

 

Weather conditions in early spring are very 

important in determining fruit yields.  Cherries, 

plums and pears flower earlier than apples and the 

blossom is vulnerable to late frosts.  When planning 

a new orchard early flowering trees should be 

protected from frosts as much as possible in the 

more sheltered parts of the site while apples must 

be planted according to their pollination groups.  This 

means that different apple varieties must be in 

flower at the same time to ensure cross-pollination. 

 Large trees should be planted at least 6 

metres apart but this does not mean that people with 

small gardens cannot successfully grow their own 

fruit.  Apples and pears are available on dwarfing 

stocks which can be planted closer together and 

“family trees” can be obtained which have two or 

three varieties grafted onto a single root stock.   

 Apparently, the definition of an orchard is a 

collection of just 5 or more fruit trees.  This is 

excellent news because it means I can truthfully go 

for a stroll through my orchard on a fine day before 

Sunday lunch!  

 Having an evening speaker during May was a 

new departure for Prestwood Nature and we were 

greatly encouraged by the attendance of over 30, 

including some new members.  Hopefully it is 

something that can become a regular fixture in our 

calendar.    Frank Rickett 

Flower Portrait No.7  
Coralroot Cardamine bulbifera 
 

This is a real speciality of our area, its main 

distribution being around Wycombe and towards 

Beaconsfield, always in woods on the chalk.  It is a 

close relative of the familiar Lady's Smock or 

Cuckooflower, with similar flowers that are darker 

purple, flowering at the same time in the spring, but 

taller, in much shadier places and not such divided 

leaves.  The major distinction is that from which it 

gets its specific name bulbifera "bearing bulbs".  

These are dark purple bud-like growths at the base 

of each leaf-stalk, where it joins the stem.  It makes 

the plant easy to identify even when the flowers 

have gone over.  They are not buds but small bulbs or 

"bulbils" that drop off and grow into new plants that 

are clones of the parent.  The reason why this plant 

is so localised is because it depends more on this 

method of propagation than on seed, and the heavy 

bulbils do not normally end up far from the parent.  

There are many good places to see it - there are 

large colonies in Gomms Wood and other woods near 

Pipers School, Millfield Wood BBOWT reserve at 

Hughenden, the woods above Hughenden Manor, and 

Provost Wood between the housing in Hughenden 

Valley and that at the bottom of Cryers Hill.  A small 

group grows in the SW corner of Piggotts Wood 

between Bryants Bottom and North Dean and this 

seems to be its northern limit in our area, although 

there were once some plants in Citers Wood, on the 

south side of the top of Perks Lane.  Many of these 

sites are included in three walks on our blog 

walkamongflowers@blogspot.com - Hughenden to 

Bradenham, Chorleywood to Magpies, and Round 

Prestwood.  Everyone who lives here should make the 

effort to see it, because you will not see it anywhere 

else in this country.    Tony Marshall 
 

 
Coralroot in Millfield Wood 

 

mailto:walkamongflowers@blogspot.com


Other News 
 

Why do Honey Bees swarm? 
Honey bees (Apis mellifera) are the only native bees 

that produce swarms as their method of reproducing 

the species and ensuring genetic diversity. 

 Honey bees live in large colonies which at the 

height of summer can number 50,000 to 60,000 

insects.  There is only one fertile female, the queen, 

in each colony and she is responsible for laying all the 

eggs which will produce the next generation of bees.  

She is capable of laying up to 2000 eggs a day, the 

majority of which will develop into infertile females 

(workers) with about 2% becoming drones (fertile 

male bees).  It takes about 3 weeks for the eggs to 

hatch and turn into larvae and pupate before 

emerging as adult bees.  When conditions are good 

the size of the colony increases very quickly, but all 

these bees will be closely genetically related and 

unable to reproduce as most of them are infertile. 

 In order to perpetuate the species 

therefore the bees must produce a new queen and 

split into two colonies each of which will become a 

separate and genetically different unit with only one 

queen. 

 The process starts with the colony deciding 

that they need to reproduce usually because there 

are too many bees for their quarters and the 

weather seems settled.  At this point they will 

choose several larvae to receive special attention 

and food (royal jelly) so that they will develop into 

queen bees.  The extra attention includes building 

cells large enough to accommodate the larvae which 

will grow fast, getting extra nutrition.  When the 

larva is ready to pupate the cell is sealed and the 

colony gets ready to swarm. 

 

 
 The bees begin swarm preparations.  They 

start by filling their stomachs with honey to give 

them energy for building a new comb; then they 

rouse the queen, who is generally quite unwilling to 

leave the safety of the hive, and with the queen in 

the middle fly to a nearby tree branch or hedge 

where they settle before deciding on their new 

home.  This swarm can be very large, about the size 

of a rugby football but the bees are generally quite 

calm if not disturbed. 

 
Photo Vanessa Rickett 

 

Whilst the swarm is hanging in the tree it sends out 

scouts to find a good location for a colony.   The 

scouts will come back and dance on the face of the 

swarm to indicate a suitable site and eventually the 

whole swarm takes off and flies directly to their new 

home. They then get busy making comb for the queen 

to lay in so the colony can build up. 

 Meanwhile, back in the original colony, the 

new queen will emerge from her cell.  Before she can 

lay eggs she has to mate.  About 4 or 5 days after 

emerging, on a nice warm day, she will set off on a 

mating flight accompanied by a few workers.  They 

fly to a place where there are drones congregating 

and several of the strongest and fastest of the 

drones will catch and mate with the virgin queen in 

mid-air. The queen returns to the hive but will go on 

two or three more mating flights before she settles 

to a life of egg-laying.  This ensures that she mates 

with more than one drone and improves the genetic 

diversity of her progeny.   

 So from the original single colony there are 

now 2 colonies to grow, bring in forage and survive 

through the winter until next year. 

 This year, because of the mild winter, the 

colonies have come into spring with a lot of bees and 

the weather has been quite good so that we have 

seen a lot of swarms.  Annoying for the beekeeper 

who may lose bees and so some of the honey crop but, 

on the whole, good for the bees who are able to 

reproduce successfully. 

 

If you find a swarm please ring: 

High Wycombe Beekeepers Association 07854 092 

228 or  

Mid Bucks Beekeepers Association 0777 037 132 

    Vanessa Rickett 

 

 



Revive the Wye 
Prestwood Nature members who are familiar 

with High Wycombe will know the River Wye and 

some may be old enough to remember the days 

when it was open all along its length before the 

development of the town centre. Although it 

isn’t in our area we thought some of our 

members might be interested to know what is 

being done to try and improve the river through 

the Revive the Wye project. 

The River Wye is one of a number of 

important chalk streams in the Chilterns.  Chalk 

streams are an internationally rare habitat and 

support a wide variety of wildlife, including some 

of the UK’s most endangered species.  The Wye 

flows for about 10.5 miles (17km) from West 

Wycombe through High Wycombe, Loudwater 

and Wooburn Green where it joins the River 

Thames at Bourne End.  It has two main 

tributaries, the Hughenden Stream and the 

Wycombe Marsh Brook which both, like the 

Wye, are fed from fresh water springs that rise 

through the Chiltern chalk. 

The Wye is historically very important.  

Its waters attracted human beings into the 

Wye Valley and led to the development of the 

settlements that lie along its course.  There are 

still remains of a Roman villa under the Rye lido. 

The Wye was a source of food and water 

and also the power that at one time drove over 

30 millwheels along its length. Many of the mills 

initially ground corn into flour or made ‘fulling’ 

cloth.  This later became paper-making, for 

which the Wye Valley became a major centre.  

With its close proximity to the Chiltern 

woodlands, the river also powered saw mills and 

other machinery that supported the local 

furniture industries.  This in turn shaped the 

topography and the nature of the beech 

woodlands in the Prestwood area amongst 

others. 

The Wye mills gained national attention 

in 1830 when many hand paper makers rioted, 

smashing some of the new paper-making 

machines that had replaced them.  Several 

hundred were deported to Australia and New 

Zealand for their crimes.  A further connection 

was made with the Antipodes when the ova of 

Brown Trout from the Wye were taken to 

Tasmania and New Zealand and became the 

foundation of their now large trout population. 

The industrialisation of the Wye Valley 

and the density of housing in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries, much of poor quality, that 

followed, had a dramatic impact on both the 

landscape of the River Wye and its water 

quality.  During the 1960’s, with the 

development of the town centre, the river was 

enclosed in culverts along large stretches, which 

also reduced its water quality. 

The value of the River Wye network of 

watercourses was recognised when the River 

Wye Study was published in 1992.  Subsequent 

planning policy by Wycombe District Council 

further protected the river and an advice note 

was written for developers.  An example of this 

was the removal of culverts of the river at the 

Wycombe Marsh retail park on London Road.  In 

the years since, thanks especially to the efforts 

of the local councils, the Chiltern Chalk Streams 

Project, the Environment Agency and local 

environmental charities and groups, more 

attention has been given to improving both the 

quality of the river network and its riverside 

environment.  Since 2007, the Revive the Wye 

Partnership has taken a lead in driving these 

improvements. 
 

Opening the Wye channel Photo Lesley Stoner 

 

However, the water quality of the River Wye is 

still rated by the Environment Agency as falling 

below its ‘Good Ecological Status’ standard.  

Some of the conservation work conducted by 

Revive the Wye and its volunteers is aimed at 

improving water quality, introducing additional 

oxygen into the water by creating small water 

features out of natural materials such as willow 

hurdles and logs which gently disturb the water 

http://www.revivethewye.org.uk/
http://www.wycombe.gov.uk/council-services/planning-and-buildings/planning-guidance/topic-based.aspx
http://www.wycombe.gov.uk/council-services/planning-and-buildings/planning-guidance/topic-based.aspx
http://www.wycombe.gov.uk/council-services/planning-and-buildings/planning-guidance/topic-based.aspx
http://www.chilternsaonb.org/about-chilterns/chalk-streams/chalk-streams-project.html
http://www.chilternsaonb.org/about-chilterns/chalk-streams/chalk-streams-project.html


flow.  These features help to expose the gravel 

floor of the chalk stream and create ideal 

spawning ground for Brown Trout.  Large 

numbers of volunteers have been trained by the 

Wild Trout Trust to carry out this work. 

A major piece of work by the 

Partnership’s volunteers has been to tackle the 

problems created by non-native plants, 

particularly the invasive Himalayan balsam 

which supresses native plant species.  In the 

middle section of the river where there has 

been a concentrated effort over the past two 

years it has practically disappeared. 

Wycombe District Council has also 

carried out improvements to the river banks 

along the Rye and Kingsmead, by the London 

Road as a result of its involvement with the 

project. 

 
View from the Rye restaurant six years after culverts removed 

Photo Lesley Stoner 

 

Changes to parks management, including allowing 

the grass to grow longer along the river bank, 

have also lead to increases in small mammal 

populations providing prey for a kestrel which is 

regularly seen on Kingsmead.  A colony of 

Noctule bats on the Rye is also provided with 

food by the river. 

The Revive the Wye steering group has 

lobbied for removing all culverts of the river. 

This is obviously very expensive but the 

Wycombe Town Centre master-plan now sets 

out a vision for opening up some stretches of 

the river. Development is not now allowed which 

would prevent removal of culverts in the future.  

The Partnership hopes to make a bid to the 

Heritage Lottery Fund for some of this work in 

the future.   Lesley Stoner 

Council Members’ Profiles  
Val Marshall – Newsletter Editor 
 

Since the beginning of this year I have been a 

co-opted Council member but I have been 

closely associated with PN since its inception 

and with the newsletter for about 10 years.  

 My main Natural History interests are 

wild plants and molluscs, with a background in 

geology and fossils.  I am often to be found 

walking our local paths, observing seasonal 

changes and looking at the diverse habitats of 

the place where we live.   

 In Prestwood Nature I 

am keen to help at with 

practical tasks such as planting 

hedges, garden maintenance, 

and litter-picking, leaving 

heavier tougher tasks to 

others, but I enjoy the company 

of other members engaged in a 

common aim, and it helps to 

keep my ear to the ground for 

issues to illustrate in the 

newsletter.  So keep in touch, 

let me know what you think 

about anything we are doing and 

I will do my best to represent 

all interests.  Thanks for your support for PN, 

its council and all its projects. 

 

 

From the Membership Secretary 
We are very pleased to welcome several new 

members to the Association for whom this will 

be the first newsletter you have received and 

we hope that you will find it interesting and 

informative. 

 We are still hoping to recruit some more 

new members so, if you know of anyone who is 

interested in finding out more about the local 

environment and how they can become involved 

in caring for it, please point them towards our 

website at www.prestwoodnature.org where 

they can find details of how to join. 

      Vanessa Rickett  
 

http://www.prestwoodnature.org/


 
 

 

Paradise Garden by Jeanette Hedley 
A celebration of Spring 
 

 

Spring has waved her magic wand - 

The newts are active in our pond, 

Bumble bees are on the heather 

And pairs of frogs are clasped together. 

Gnats are dancing, and under trees - 

Primrose, Cowslip, Anemones. 

A pair of wagtails strut around, 

Pecking morsels from the ground. 

I watch the blackbird in her quest 

Gathering twigs to build her nest. 

Brimstones flutter through the air, 

Whilst kites above become a pair, 

Twisting in a playful mood, 

They claim a pine to raise their brood. 

Squirrels raid the sunflower seeds 

And from the earth erupt the weeds. 

(I wonder if that 'special one'* 

Will re-appear in summer sun?). 

A hedgehog's left his visiting mark 

By the log pile after dark. 

I'll say goodbye to winter gloom - 

My garden's bursting into bloom!  

* i.e.the rare Silene noctiflora 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Hope you enjoyed that and will be visiting our 'wildlife' garden in July. Regards Jeanette Hedley 

 

  



People and Projects 
 

Leader 
 

 

Project Other roles 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com   Treasurer 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash Chair 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com   Council member 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Council member 

Kieran Sweeney 868527 katynex@gmail.com;  Council member 

Lesley Stoner 865194 Lesley_Stoner@wycombe.gov.uk  Family Activities Secretary 

Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com;   Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk  Butterfly Transect Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Surveys/Chalk grassland project Wildlife records 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.uk   Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk Hedge and Tree Surveys Membership Sec 
 

Dates for your Diary 
June 

22 Sunday 9-12:00 Boug’s Meadow  

Work party including elder/nettle clearance, general tidying, enjoying the developing meadow 

and stream bed, and the company of other members. Park at the Link Road car park Info: 

John Obee 

28 Saturday 11-1:00 Boug’s Meadow Open day Info: John Obee 

 

July 

13 Sunday 2-4:00 Open Garden  

The Hedleys of Grasmere, Orchard Lane, Prestwood invite you to see their wild-life friendly 

garden 

15 Tuesday 10-1:00 Angling Spring Wood  

Work party holly and laurel clearance, litter picking.  Info: Hilary Tyrell 

 

September 

21 Sunday 10-1:00 Boug’s Meadow  

Work party including elder/nettle clearance, general tidying, enjoying the developing meadow 

and stream bed, and the company of other members. Park at the Link Road car park Info: 

John Obee 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.uk    
Next contribution deadline:  August 26 2014 please.  Printed by David Page.  Distributed by Jenny Smith. 
Prestwood Nature Registered Charity No. 1114685        www.prestwoodnature.org.uk  
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