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Chair’s Column 
Hello everyone, 

Well it’s been a long and (quite) dry summer. As I write, the harvest is being brought in locally and stores are 

being filled with grain, the culmination of a year’s worth of labour. The farming year appears to have been 

successful and it’s been a great year for butterflies. Those who have walked the butterfly transect have returned 

record numbers which is so encouraging, with new species in our top ranked observations probably as a result of 

successful overwintering. As you will see from Tony’s article there have been interesting reports for the region 

again, no doubt in part, to the weather.  

Our summer event at Boug’s on 28 June was rather damp with rain from almost the moment we erected 

the gazebo until we took it down – we jokingly remarked that it was a re-run of last year’s 10th Celebrations so 

perhaps if you have a special occasion next year that requires a sunny day, make sure it’s not on the same day 

that we select for our event! 

We tend to hold fewer events in the summer but please look out for emails from our membership 

secretary over the next few months as we start to hold fungi walks, sessions in Angling Spring Woods and Boug’s 

meadow and at other sites that can require an annual tidy up. 

At our November social evening we will have a talk about chalk streams which we think will be of interest 

to many of our members. The pond at Mobwell and the river flowing through Boug’s for much of the summer has 

been admired by many people who we talk to as we work there.  

This will be my last column as chair. I am standing down at this year’s AGM after three enjoyable years 

in the role. I hope that one of our members will be interested in talking over this role and if anyone wants to 

discuss it with me please get in touch; my details are at the back of the newsletter. 

Best wishes, Fiona 

 
 

    Fungi from Hampdenleaf Wood 
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From the Editor  
So much of this newsletter comes from you, our 
observant members noticing plants, birds and 
creatures in our area, and letting us know so we can 
share their sightings with you.  As autumn 
approaches, new life forms and shapes appear 
amongst leaf litter.  We welcome your observations 
whatever time of year.  

 
 



Members' News 
 

At the beginning of June Mark Wingrove 

reported that Moorhens had raised three 

chicks on Sheepwash Pond. At the same time 

John Obee saw a pair at Boug's Meadow, 

although they did not breed there. Also at 

Boug's in June, according to John, were 

Blackcap, Marsh Tit and Willow Warbler. There 

are very few reports of marsh tit these days, 

so they were particularly welcome. The 

combination of trees, scrub, rough vegetation 

and stream must provide plenty of insects for 

these warblers. Skylarks, Ravens and Barn Owls 

concurrently nested at Hampden Bottom (see 

article by Ian Waller), another family of ravens 

had four young in the Perks Lane area (George 

Lewis), and a pair of Buzzards nested in 

Stonyrock Plantation. The spring was therefore 

a very productive one; with a mild winter 

everything got off to a good early start. This 

was perhaps the reason why I saw Swallows and 

House Martins gathering on telegraph wires 

near Great Missenden as early as 21 August, 

already well enough fed to set out on their 

winter holiday cruise to Africa. 

On the same date our garage was home 

to numbers of Small Tortoiseshell butterflies 

already hibernating and quite dormant, so they 

obviously felt that they had also put on enough 

fat reserves to see them through the closed 

season, although Red Admirals and Peacocks 

were still flying around the last buddleia 

flowers. Butterflies had a good year - warm, 

good amounts of sunshine (see Sylvia Bennett's 

article) and it will be interesting to see how this 

year's transect totals compare with previous 

years (see our next newsletter in January). 

Highlights, apart from high numbers of several 

common species, were abundant Brown Argus at             

            Brown Argus 

the Picnic Site and Meadsgarden Field next to 

it, Small Heath there and in several other places 

during June-July, and Clouded Yellow for the 

second year running at the Picnic Site (GL).  

Immigrant Hummingbird Hawkmoths joined the 

butterflies at garden flowers in mid-June (GL) 

and late August (Sylvia Bennett). Not all 

species had a great year, however, as we only 

had two records of Silver-washed Fritillary (the 

first on 6 July in JO's garden) and SB tells me 

that Commas were less plentiful than usual. We 

also had few immigrant Painted Ladies this year 

- two records only three days apart in early 

June (including one at Boug's according to JO). 

Numbers of painted ladies, however, are now 

very suspect, because a firm is supplying packs 

for rearing these butterflies in schools or for 

weddings. Hundreds are released in an area at 

one time.  Much of this commercial stock may be 

foreign and even native species may be 

genetically different. The advice of Butterfly 

Conservation is to release reared butterflies 

only in the area where the eggs or caterpillars 

were collected. As this is impossible to 

ascertain for commercial material, such 

butterflies should not be released at all. 

 A few moths were also noted this year. 

Jeanette Hedley sent a picture of a Mullein 

Moth caterpillar feeding on her buddleia on 21 

June. I saw two uncommon species. The first 

was the distinctive Red-necked Footman in 

Piggott's Wood in June.  

 

 
  Red-necked Footman Moth 

 

Two days later I saw the evidence of the case-

moth Coleophora badiipennella on a hazel leaf in 

the garden. Case-moth larvae make mines in the 

leaves. They pupate in a case made of parts of 

the leaf at the end of the mine. These small 

cases go brown and stand up from the leaf and 

are easily spotted. 



Ladybirds have still not recovered from the 

huge slump in numbers in the last few years and 

are still not common in gardens. I did see a wider 

range of species this year, however, a little less 

dominated by the invading Harlequin. I saw 7-, 

10-, and 14-spot, along with Orange Ladybird 

and it remains to be seen whether they will ever 

return to earlier high numbers. Other beetles 

recorded included Stag-beetle (GL), and two 

colourful leaf beetles on the flowers in 

Meadsgarden Field, the golden-green 

Cryptocephalus aureolus and the bright red-

and-blue Sermylassa halensis. Another striking 

insect is the red-and-black plant-bug Corizus 
hyoscyami, until very recently only to be found 

rarely along the south coast, but now turning up 

more and more often in our area, including this 

year at Prestwood Picnic Site.  

    
Plant bug Corizus hyoscyami     Forest bug Photo Jeanette Hedley 

 

JH had the Forest Bug, a brown shield-bug, in 

her garden in July. In previous newsletters we 

have talked about the Spider-eating Wasp 

Auplopus carbonarius, whose larval cases were 

found under my front door-sill; now GL has 

found them in a window frame at his house, and 

it looks like this wasp must join the growing list 

of beneficiaries from global warming, along with 

tree bumble-bee, harlequin ladybird, Roesel's 

bush-cricket, Corizus hyoscyami and many 

others. 

 As with the birds and butterflies this 

also seems to have been a good year for many of 

our orchids. White Helleborines appeared for 

the first time, to my knowledge, at Stonygreen 

Bank. I put guards around them to prevent deer 

predation and they flowered and set seed 

abundantly, which augurs well for future years. 

There were even larger numbers of them at 

Guys Spring, a small triangular wood south of 

Speen (take the path from the church at the 

east end of the village) - well worth a visit in 

July to see both White and Broad-leaved 

 
        White Helleborine 

 

Helleborines. The latter also did well in 

Hampdenleaf Wood, Hatches Wood and along 

Clappins Lane. GL had to put guards around some 

of the Bee Orchids at Prestwood Picnic Site, in 

this case more to protect from human 

trampling, as they had come up right in one of 

the paths, while JO had to fence some at Great 

Missenden cemetery to protect from mowers. 

Fiona Waller reported them from one of the 

Hampden Bottom fields, (see Ian Waller’s 

article) along with Common Spotted Orchid and 

lots of Pyramidal Orchids. The latter could also 

be seen at Stonygreen and Hockey Field (the 

one where the path comes down from the 

Polecat to Perks Lane). Hockey Field, like 

Meadsgarden Field and Stonygreen Bank, is 

under Environmental Stewardship and part of 

the Wren Davis farm. All are reverting well to 

original chalk grassland, Meadsgarden and 

Stonygreen in particular having several rarities. 

On her visit to Stonygreen in July Tina Hillas 

remarked on the Clustered Bellflowers there, 

which put on a good show each year. 

 Towards the end of June, JH reported 

that Night-flowering Catchfly had re-appeared 

in her garden. It is hoped that this rare annual 

of cultivated ground can manage to stay with us 

long-term, although it still appears to be limited 

to that one site. Another annual of arable fields 

and their margins is Corn Mint, and this has 

several populations in the Little Hampden area, 

while Round-leaved and Sharp-leaved Fluellen 

are becoming relatively common and crop up in 

the cracks of pavements. As annuals, you can 

never tell where they are going to occur next, 

as they constantly move around, and that is one 



of the keys to their survival, as their habitat is 

itself continually changing and shifting. 

 Perennial plants are easier to monitor. 

Our one specimen of Thrift continues to thrive 

in its perilous roadside position in Lodge Lane, 

and has become a more extensive clump that 

flowers exuberantly, despite mowing and cars 

parking on the verge, apparently unnoticed by 

the neighbours. Our unique Bucks colony of 

Corky-fruited Water-dropwort (or, as I prefer, 

Prestwood Parsley), continues to thrive in its 

original Wren Davis fields and has recently 

extensively colonised Prestwood Park (behind 

Holy Trinity church) and even invaded Hockey 

Field beyond it. It keeps appearing, too, along 

Wycombe Road and Lodge Lane, but there it 

struggles to compete with contract mowing. 

How Prestwood Parsley spreads is still a 

mystery. I tried sowing a hundred seeds from 

local stock and got 0% germination! Perhaps I 

am just a bad gardener. 

 The abundant flow in the Misbourne 

through Abbey Park has been good for those 

water-plants whose seeds or roots are able to 

survive long periods of drought. Marsh Foxtail, 

Lesser Water-parsnip and Water-cress 

flourished to the extent of almost choking the 

stream. Doctor's Meadow, just west of Little 

Missenden church, has a particularly good 

stretch of the river and this year there was an 

abundance of aquatic plants that hardly survive 

anywhere else in our area - Blunt-fruited 

Water-starwort, Purple Loosestrife, Water 

Forget-me-not, Blue and Pink Water-speedwells 

and the rare hybrid between them, Common and 

Stream Water-crowfoots, and Narrow-fruited 

Water-cress. By one pond at Great Hampden is 

a large stand of Sweet-flag, its leaves very 

much like those of yellow iris, which rarely 

flowers in this country, but the mild winter this 

year encouraged an abundance of their strange 

exotic flower-spikes. I also noticed while I was 

there that Great Duckweed had also become 

established (it definitely was not there ten 

years ago), the first site in our area, although it 

grows in ponds on Downley and Naphill Commons.   

 A very pleasing find this year was a good 

colony of Orpine beside the path beside 

Grubbins Plantation, Little Kingshill. This is a 

native stonecrop, very rare in this region. All 

other sites in our area have one or just a few 

plants. Those along Whitefield Lane above the 

Dahls' house are continually being hacked by 

hedgerow strimming or damaged by over-wide 

vehicles. This year all the flowering stems were 

broken off. (See Plant Portrait 8, this issue.) 

 Recently I have been particularly 

checking older records of our rarer woodland 

ferns. I have been able to confirm that Borrer's 

Male-fern still grows in several woods in our 

area, but the closely-related Scaly Male-fern is 

not present: I believe the only previous record 

was a mistake. Narrow Buckler-fern still 

survives in Monkton Wood; despite many years 

searching I had not been able to confirm an old 

record for Peterley Wood, until this July I 

found two plants there. (For how to recognise 

these ferns, and where to see them, consult our 

new "Ecological Flora" being published in 

instalments on the PN website - see separate 

article.) 

 I have also paid a couple of visits so far 

to Priestfield Arboretum at Little Kingshill, 

where I am carrying out ecological surveys for 

the trustees. This contains one of the few 

unspoiled acid grasslands remaining in our area, 

although of very different character from 

Widmere Field in Prestwood currently 

threatened by plans for building a housing 

estate. The Arboretum is about the only place 

where you can see Sheep's Sorrel locally 

(although it grows at Mop End), and I have 

recorded several uncommon insects there this 

summer. It also led me to look at the verges 

along Windsor Lane and found several uncommon 

plants such as Grey Sedge and Hoary Cress.

                    Tony Marshall 
              

Project News 
Butterfly Transect 2014 
We all delight at the sight of butterflies fluttering 

around our gardens and the almost magical feel they 

can bring, but how many of us stop to think about the 

importance of their presence?   What if we no longer 

enjoyed their fleeting trip into and out of our 

gardens and the wider landscape? 

Butterflies are uniquely placed amongst 

British terrestrial insects and other invertebrate 

groups to act as indicators of the state of the 

environment.  Prestwood Nature has for a number of 



years played its part in monitoring their activity over 

a 26 week-period during April – September each 

year.   This data is then fed into the UK Butterfly 

Monitoring Scheme which has a network of sites 

throughout the UK covering 71 species.   Because 

butterflies have rapid life-cycles, and a high 

sensitivity to environmental changes, an assessment 

of the impact of climate change and the progress of 

Government Policy initiatives can be made. 

 This year has seen yet another increase in 

the number of sightings and the mild winter may also 

have played its part in allowing some species to over-

winter.   With just another six weeks to go, the 

sightings as at week-ending 15 August 2014, are 

shown below, together with the numbers recorded 

for the previous three years during the same period 

as well as the annual totals. 

 

Year Week 20 Annual Total 

2011 1584 1671 

2012 696 982 

2013 2149 2348 

2014 2594   

 

Despite the recent increase in sightings that 

we have enjoyed locally, there has been a decline in 

overall numbers nationally since recordings began in 

1976, with even the loss of some species as a result 

of the destruction of habitat.   We are also 

witnessing change in our climate, but with what 

consequences for the butterfly we might wonder?    

We will just have to wait and see, but in the 

meantime enjoy the images that butterflies create 

of sunshine and wonderful flowery meadows teeming 

with life. 

This year we have a team of thirteen volunteers who 

walked the Transect and if you would like to get 

involved for 2015, we would love to hear from you.   

No previous knowledge is required, as training is 

provided, together with a Butterfly ID sheet as an 

aide-memoire.  

Sylvia Bennett   Butterfly Transect Co-ordinator 

 

Hedges and Special Trees 
The best hedges provide an important habitat in 

themselves for many plants and creatures.  Hedges 

also provide connections between habitats.  For small 

mammals, insects and birds hedges are sources of 

food, shelter and a means of travel.  In the same way 

old trees also provide a special habitat for hundreds 

of other creatures, and provide visual landmarks in 

the local landscape. 

 Since PN began, a group of volunteers has 

documented many of the hedges in our area.  The aim 

is to find, record and map the most valuable hedges 

and trees.  If trees or hedges are identified as 

needing protection, conservation or improvement, we 

will liaise with landowners and planners.  For example, 

we identified a ‘gappy’ hedge on Denner Hill and with 

the support of the landowner, were able to fill the 

gaps with native shrubs, to try to encourage dormice 

and other creatures back into the hedge. 

 Part of our survey includes dating the hedge 

by counting the different woody species within a 30 

metre stretch.  This rough measure along with other 

boundary indicators gives an estimate of the age of 

the hedgerow.  Similarly the girth of a large tree is 

an indicator of its age.   This is information which can 

be shared with local historians and the records 

centre for their use, and often supplements a sparse 

written record. 

 Our volunteers report that hedge-surveying 

is a great excuse for walking in the countryside and 

fresh air, exploring your local area, looking at 

wildlife, seeing birds, enjoying luscious blackberries 

and collecting useful information at the same time.  

The activity takes place at times to suit you, can be 

done alone or in small groups.  The information 

gathered will be put to great use in shaping the 

future of our area.  We intend to run a training 

session in the spring next year to recruit more 

volunteers for this enjoyable and useful activity.  Let 

us know if you might be interested – we look forward 

to hearing from you.  

    Tony & Val Marshall 
Hedges and Special Trees Co-ordinators 

 

Boug’s Meadow 
In August this year John Obee sent out this email 

for help with Boug’s hedge. 

‘I spent this morning working at Boug’s. There is much to be 
done there. Our next scheduled work session is not until late 
September. I have been making my normal working visits to 
the site and have managed to keep the eastern boundary 
free of weeds and nettles and the copse and wagon road 
regularly scythed. However the car park hedge has grown 
rapidly and the paddock boundary trees/hedging are badly 
in need of a haircut. Today I concentrated on the ‘now very 
tall’ car park hedge and the ground area on the river side of 
the hedge. I have scythed about two thirds of the river bank 
and pruned a good length of the hedge from the entrance up 
to and past the notice board. I have also pruned some of the 
top and car park side of the hedge. There is still a lot of it to 
do so if anyone can help out I would be very grateful. It 
doesn’t matter what you use for the trimming – I used a pair 
of shears and secateurs but if you have a pet giraffe that will 
do nicely!’   

Keith Tyrrell duly obliged and sent a friend to help… 



 
 ‘Hard to Swallow’ by Keith Tyrrell 

Flower Portrait No.8  

Orpine Sedum telephium 
 

At its best orpine (also known as "livelong") is a 

handsome stately plant with pale green (sometimes 

greyish) succulent leaves and stem and a head of 

bright pink flowers.  The stem is often reddish and 

sometimes the leaves as well take on a red tinge.  

Flowering August to September, it provides nectar 

and pollen for bees and other insects at a time when 

many other flowers are over.  It is a member of the 

Stonecrop family, but not like the creeping plants 

one buys for rock-gardens.  It grows erect like its 

 

 
Orpine in Wales early August 2014 

close relative Sedum spectabile, a plant introduced 

for gardens and sold as "Butterfly plant" or "Ice 

Plant" (although a cultivar of this species, 

Herbstfreude ("Autumn Joy"), which is more 

commonly on sale, lacks nectar and pollen and does 

not attract wildlife).  Sedum spectabile has its grey 

leaves opposite or in threes, while the native species 

has leaves alternating up the stem.  In spectabile the 

stamens are clearly longer than the petals, while in 

telephium they are the same length as the petals.  

Cultivars have mixtures of the different leaf 

arrangements and very short stamens that are 

infertile.  Both the garden species can escape, 

although I have not seen them in the wild in our area. 

 With us Orpine grows only in a few hedge 

banks, mostly at the side of lanes.  Because of 

overshadowing shrubs it often grows straggly and 

weak, stretching for the light, so it seldom looks its 

best, quite apart from the depredations of road-

maintenance crews.  In better more open conditions 

by sea-cliffs on basic rocks in Wales, where the main 

picture was taken, it is a very impressive plant.  In 

Europe it is mostly an alpine plant, where other 

similar Sedums also grow with bright yellow flowers, 

from which the name "orpine" from "orpiment" 

(yellow arsenic) is derived - decidedly unsuitable for 

our pink flower.  "Livelong" refers to the fact that it 

will keep fresh long after being picked (which, given 

its rarity throughout Britain, we should not do). 

 

 
 Orpine in bud Whitefield Lane late August 2014 

         Tony Marshall 

Other News 
From the Membership Secretary 
It has been pleasing to see new faces at some of our 

events this year and I hope that our most recent 

members are finding something of interest in our 

programme.   

 With this edition of the newsletter you will 

receive the paperwork for our AGM on 4th November. 

We need new members on the committee to bring 

some innovative ideas to help run Prestwood Nature 

as it raises awareness of the local environment. 

  Please give some thought to how you might be 

able to use your skills in becoming involved with 

Prestwood Nature. You can contact members of the 

committee (phone or email) whose details are on the 

last page of this newsletter to find out what is 

involved or come along to the AGM and talk to us 

there. 

      Vanessa Rickett 

 



Widmere Field  

Planning Application for the Erection of 76 
dwellings and Local Equipped Area for Play  
As a resident of Prestwood since 1987 and living 

on what is locally called “The Lodge Lane or 

Lovell’s Estate” I was immediately concerned 

when I received notification from Prestwood 

Village Association of a planning application 

lodged with Chiltern District Council  

(ref CH/2014/1242/OA). This is for 76 

dwellings and a Local Equipped Area for Play on 

what is referred to as Widmere Field.  

Widmere Field is an area of land that 

links up with Lawrence Grove and Peterley 

Wood. Local residents have appreciated and 

accessed it for a variety of uses including 

walking, jogging, and play for over 30 years.  

During this time it’s been left for nature to take 

its course. It is now comprised of scrub, young 

woodland trees and open glades.  It is used by a 

multitude of wildlife and plants including bats, 

deer, foxes, owls, nesting blackcaps, garden 

warblers, harebell, knapweed, heath speedwell, 

greater bird’s-foot trefoil, slender St. John’s-

wort and more. 

Since the application was submitted, 

Great Missenden Parish Council, The Prestwood 

Society and The Chiltern Society have all 

submitted objections including the fact that 

this area is in the Green Belt and a part of the 

Area of Outstanding National Beauty (AONB) 

which has a presumption against development. 

Around 90 contributor letters (my own 

included) have been submitted with 1 in favour 

of the development.  

The land is owned by a “Great Missenden 

Trust” (no links with a trust of the same name 

set up by a local church and school). This is a 

family trust set up by George Webb when he 

sold the house at The Firs in 1972 but retained 

this land. At that time it was the subject of 

plans and negotiations for a possible third phase 

of the Lovell’s development of the Lodge Lane 

Estate. This has never received approval, 

although in 1983 planning permission was given 

for 20 homes along Lodge Lane to complete the 

estate. 

The latest situation is that Chiltern 

District Council has served a provisional  

Tree Preservation Order (No. 8 of 2014) on the 

site as the woodland is now at risk. This 

prohibits anyone from cutting down, topping, 

lopping, uprooting, wilfully damaging or wilfully 

destroying any of the trees described in the 

Schedule and shown on the map without the 

Council’s consent. Some of the large trees close 

to the northern boundary are already protected 

by Tree Preservation Order No. 8 of 1996. 

Members of the public are invited to comment 

on this Order no later than 30 September 

2014.  

 To find out more and keep up to date 

with developments the Prestwood Village 

Association has a dedicated webpage under 

Hot Topics.            Jenny Smith 

 

 

Plantlife and Road Verges 
Plantlife, the wildflower charity, has, with Alan 

Titchmarch created a set of guidelines for Local 

Authority grass verge mowing regimes and is 

encouraging LAs to sign up to the guidelines. 
Through their website local people encourage 

their Local Authority to adopt the guidelines.  

These mowing guidelines suggest that verges 

should be cut only once a year, and cuttings 

removed.  This would represent a saving in cost 

over the three or four times a year that verges 

are mown in this area at present, and a benefit 

to the flowers and supported insect life in areas 

where natural grassland habitat is becoming 

scarcer.  Removal of the cuttings would prevent 

the verges from being unsightly and help to 

control the growth of nettles, docks and 

thistles.  If you would like to know more please 

see the website www.plantlife.org.uk and read 

more about their roadside campaign.  You will 

see that Bucks has not yet signed up to the 

guidelines, but if we keep encouraging them to 

rethink their policy then our verges will bloom 

again, and be allowed to set seed and thrive in 

the future.  

 

 

 

https://isa.chiltern.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=N8G5YDES0GC00
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/403465/TPO%2019%20Aug%202014/index.html
http://prestwoodva.org.uk/76-new-homes-status/
http://prestwoodva.org.uk/76-new-homes-status/
http://www.plantlife.org.uk/


 

Flora & Fauna at Hampden Bottom Farm 

August 2014 
 

From a farming perspective this year started 

off badly with severe fungal attack on wheat 

and a flea beetle attack on young spring oil seed 

rape. Fortunately we had a significant 

improvement in weather by May and some 

rather poor crops have ended quite well.  

It’s not only the crops that have been 

successful. Several years ago at the Hampden 

crossroads I dug a scrape in one of the fields 

that I leave fallow. The aim was to encourage a 

greater number of aquatic invertebrates for 

lapwings. This has been a successful project 

with in excess of 20 pairs of lapwing on occasion 

but I normally only find them around these 

fields. This year though, we had two pairs 

nesting in a field in the valley around Rignall 

Road which may not be far as the lapwing flies.   

It’s good to know they can find other suitable 

ground to use. The whooping call and wheeling 

flight of the lapwing are a joy to behold. 

Another bird that has had a good year is the 

barn owl which has raised two chicks this year.  

They will be tagged later this month. Tawnies 

are regularly heard in the woods by the farm 

and despite the presence of ever greater 

numbers of buzzards they seem to do well.  

For mammals, there have been bats 

flitting through the yard of an evening, hare 

numbers appear to have recovered from last 

winter’s poachers and roe deer are becoming 

more abundant, putting some of our native trees 

in greater peril and joining in the destruction by 

muntjac and grey squirrel. 

For the first time I found bee orchids at 

the farm which was a delight, spotted orchids 

had increased in number and the regular 

pyramidal orchids were abundant in the meadow 

during June. All in all a seemingly successful 

year.     Ian Waller 
 

 

 
    Pyramidal Orchid Photo Fiona Waller 
 

Grassland with orchids at Hampden Bottom Farm  

Photo Fiona Waller 
 

 
                              Bee orchid HBFarm Photo Fiona Waller 

 

 
 

 



Prestwood Nature Website Developments 
     www.prestwoodnature.org.uk    

 

Ecological Flora of the Central Chilterns  
A comprehensive description of all the plants to be found in our area is currently being written by Tony 

Marshall, using the many records compiled by himself, PN members and many others over a hundred years or so.  

This is being offered in discrete sections as they are ready.  Out of a projected 47 sections, 12 should be 

available for download from the PN Website by the time you receive this newsletter. 

 When completed it will be the closest to a complete Flora of the Chilterns currently available.  While it 

is a scientific work, it is readily accessible to the layman who wants to learn more about the plants of the 

Chiltern area.  For each plant its distribution, frequency, and main identifying features are described, with key 

sites where it is most likely to be found, illustrated by photographs.  It goes beyond the traditional flora in also 

describing the main ecological characteristics of each plant - other plants and creatures with which it is 

associated, including gall-creators, leaf-miners, predators and its human significance. 
 

Downloads currently available are: 

Introduction and index to date 

Section 0 (incl. descriptions of the focus area, its chief habitats, woodland typologies, and changes in 

the area's flora over time) 

Trees and larger shrubs 

 Section 1 Fagaceae (incl. beech, oak) 

 Section 2 Nothofagaceae, Juglandaceae, Sapindaceae, Platanaceae (incl. maples, walnut) 

 Section 3 Oleaceae, Ulmaceae (incl. ash, elms) 

 Section 4 Betulaceae (incl. birches, hazel, hornbeam) 

 Section 5 Salicaceae (willows & poplars) 

 Section 6 Rosaceae: Crataegus, Prunus (incl. hawthorn, plums, cherries) 

 Section 7 Rosaceae: Sorbus, Malus, Pyrus (incl. whitebeam, rowan, apples, pears) 

Section 8 Malvaceae (in part), Caprifoliaceae (in part), Fabaceae (in part) (incl. limes, elder, 

 laburnum) 

 Section 9 Evergreens: Aquifoliaceae, Buxaceae, Taxaceae, Pinaceae, Cupressaceae (incl. holly,  

box, yew, pines & cypresses) 

Spore-bearing plants 

 Section 10 Ferns and their allies 

Flowering plants: Monocotyledons 

 Section 11 Aquatic species: Acoraceae, Lemnaceae, Alismataceae, Butomaceae, Hydrocharitaceae,  
   Potamogetonaceae (incl. pondweeds, duckweeds, waterweeds) 
 

Each section may be freely downloaded, although donations to Prestwood Nature are always welcome and will 

contribute directly to their conservation work.  Because the book is continually in a process of revision and 

correction as new information is received, updated versions of each section will become available from time to 

time. Updates on revisions and new sections will be available after registering on-line.  Comments from readers, 

including typographical or other errors, will always be welcome and will feed into future revisions. 

 

                        
Flora sample page - Sweet chestnut  showing fruits            bark         flowers and leaves  

http://www.prestwoodnature.org.uk/


People and Projects 
 

Leader 
 

 

Project Other roles 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com   Treasurer 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash Chair 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com   Council member 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Council member 

Kieran Sweeney 868527 katynex@gmail.com;  Council member 

Lesley Stoner 865194 Lesley_Stoner@wycombe.gov.uk  Family Activities Secretary 

Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com;   Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk  Butterfly Transect Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Surveys/Chalk grassland project Wildlife records 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.uk  Hedge and Tree Surveys Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk  Membership Sec 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
September 

21 Sunday 10-1:00 Boug’s Meadow  

Work party including elder/nettle clearance, general tidying, enjoying the developing meadow 

and stream bed, and the company of other members. Park at the Link Road car park 

Info: John Obee 
 

October 

11 Saturday 10-4:00 Holy Trinity Churchyard 

Scrub-bashing – removing bramble, tidying grounds of the Parish Church 

Info: David Page 
 

November 

04 Tuesday 7:30- 9:30pm Prestwood Village Hall 

AGM and Chalk Streams Presentation – come to meet your fellow members, and hear about 

developments in the conservation and protection of this habitat 

 

16 Sunday 11:00-1:00 Venue tba (please see website for more details) 

Fungus Foray – joint meeting in Prestwood with Chesham Natural History Society  

Info: Tony Marshall 

 

 

 
 
Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.uk    
Next contribution deadline:  December 31st 2014 please.  Printed by David Page.  Distributed by Jenny Smith. 
Prestwood Nature Registered Charity No. 1114685        www.prestwoodnature.org.uk  
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