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Outgoing Chair’s Column 
Hello everyone, 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2015.  Those of you who managed to attend the annual social event and 

AGM will already know that we have failed to recruit a new chair for the society.  The committee has decided 

to run without a chair for the time being but this has focussed attention and confirmed that garnering support 

for any committee is actually quite difficult.  We are aware that there are several other organisations locally 

which find recruitment to officer positions a challenge.  Please do consider if you have some time to support us.  

There is more inside about the AGM but we had a fascinating talk about the river Misbourne from Allen 

Beechey the Chalk Streams Officer for the Chilterns Conservation Board.  His explanation on why the river 

disappears from view at certain points along its length was revealing and there were some wonderful pictures 

and photographs to support the presentation.  Some of the restoration projects had considerable success and 

we are keen to identify whether something similar can be managed at Bougs Meadow to improve the flow under 

the bridge and the river bed itself.  With groundwater levels still high we are hoping that the river will flow 

again this winter and bring with it the pleasing appearance to the meadow as well as the environmental benefits.  

Also at the AGM we presented the Queens Award.  Your committee voted to present the award to Hilary and 

Keith Tyrrell for their work at Angling Spring Woods as well as the support they give to several other projects.  

We have started to plan out projects and talks for the forthcoming year so we hope that you will be 

able to support and attend these events. Many are on the back page of the newsletter but we also send 

reminder emails.  I also encourage you to check our website regularly – it is a superb resource.  I hope to see 

you at some of our events and talks and to have your assistance in our monitoring surveys which help inform the 

national picture of the environment.  Here’s to a good year of wildlife observations.     Best wishes Fiona 
 

         
  Views of the Misbourne 2014  
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From the Editor  
The wonderful weather of 2014 has resulted in the 

flourishing of many plants, butterflies, insects and 

fungi, after a difficult couple of cold wet summers. 

Your observations reflect this abundance. 

I hope you enjoyed the warmth and were able to 

spend time relaxing in our local environment. Have a 

Happy New 2015 whatever its weather. 



Members' News 
 

The summer extended well into autumn this year, 

with mild temperatures most of October.  This, 

along with plenty of rain, kept leaves on the trees 

until well into November and ensured continuing 

wildlife activity and plenty of fungi.  In fact we 

were still collecting enough mushrooms for a free 

meal until mid-December, the deliciously nutty 

purple-tinged Wood Blewit being particularly 

abundant this year.  The only problem with the 

toadstools was that the weather was equally well-

suited to slugs and it could be difficult to find 

specimens that had not been half-devoured!  During 

our Fungus Foray on 20 November we found the 

first specimen for our area of the rare Warted 

Amanita Amanita strobiliformis, in woodland by 

Great Hampden cricket-pitch, but it was difficult 

to identify because of slug damage.  Having noticed 

some young ones just emerging from the soil, Val 

and I determined to go back a few days later to get 

a decent photo, only to find the slugs had 

completely decimated the lot.  As an example of 

what a good year it has been for slugs, Marilyn 

Fletcher told us of seeing at least 200 Tree Slugs 

on the trunk of one beech in Angling Spring Wood, 

and that was back in July.  These slugs, which, like 

most species, are not garden pests, graze the 

lichens on smooth-barked trees like beech and 

hornbeam after periods of heavy rain, and Marilyn's 

sighting was after a storm.  It is not unusual to see 

a dozen or so of these slugs on wet trees, but 

several hundred was exceptional.  Similarly I saw a 

Slender Slug, one of the specialities of Angling 

Spring Wood, high up on the trunk of a beech after 

heavy rain, when we were removing holly on 24 

November, although it is usually a ground-living 

species.  The common but striking Great Grey Slug 

(which does come into gardens) was also abundant, 

with its green-grey and dark grey camouflage 

patterns.  Another creature dependent on wet 

conditions in this wood is the Landhopper 

Arcitalitrus dorrieni.  Originally from New Zealand, 

apart from Angling Spring Wood it only has 

established colonies as far away as Cornwall and 

Devon.  It has survived for over a decade now and 

helps make our wood special; it is one introduced 

species (probably from a thrown-out garden plant) 

that not only causes no damage ecologically but has 

found a useful niche in our woodland eco-system.  

Yet another species that only appears in really wet 

conditions is that strange fungus Fuligo septica, 

called "Dog Vomit Slime Mould", which just about 

says everything about it you want to know.  Val and 

I found its white patches in several places this 

autumn, straggling over twigs and grass, so 

insubstantial that touching it is enough to make it 

melt away!  The slime moulds are poorly understood 

loose aggregations of fungi, algae and bacteria that 

are actually capable of moving around and changing 

colour and shape, biologically closer to animals than 

plants. 

 The wet conditions over autumn were less 

congenial to butterflies and moths, however, and 

our last record was a Red-green Carpet moth 

(associated with oak and rowan) in Priestfield 

Arboretum on 6 November.  Our last butterflies 

were a Red Admiral in the garden of George Lewis 

on 19 October and a Comma at Priestfield 

Arboretum on 1 October.  Immigrant Hummingbird 

Hawkmoths were seen by several members in their 

gardens this year (see the last newsletter), the last 

being on 9 September (MF).  Peppered Moth 

caterpillars were feeding on hazel in my garden to 

the end of September.  2014 was a good year for 

the Buff-tip, a moth whose caterpillars feed 

colonially on various trees on hatching, so that 

whole twigs become defoliated, the caterpillars 

later separating as they become larger.  We had 

them on our hawthorn hedge and often saw them 

walking along pavements or even crossing roads as 

they dispersed!  They have never been recorded 

feeding on Butternut Trees before (unsurprising as 

there are very few of these American trees planted 

in this country), but we found them on a large 

specimen at Priestfield Arboretum.  The Butternut 

is a relative of the Walnut, on which the 

caterpillars are often found.  The Knot Grass Moth 

is a national Biodiversity Action Plan priority and we 

had two records of its caterpillars this year - 

feeding on rhubarb in Sylvia Bennett's garden on 

16 September, and at Doctor's Meadow on riverside 

docks on 11 September. 

 I continued surveys begun earlier in the 

year at Priestfield Arboretum and Doctor's 

Meadow, Little Missenden.  The latter featured in 

the talk by the Chiltern Chalk Streams officer, 

Allen Beechey, at our Annual Meeting in November.  

This section of the Misbourne is still improving 

after major improvements were made.  There are 

lots of Three-spined Sticklebacks and several types 

of Water-boatman; we did not find any water-

beetles, although we recorded a few uncommon 

terrestrial beetles from waterside vegetation.  

Priestfield Arboretum continues to yield interesting 

species new to our records, including a type of 

lacewing that looks like a Hook-tip Moth, 

Drepanepteryx phalaenoides, the rare tiny 

Nylander's ant Temnothorax nylanderi, the leaf-

mines of a fly Aulagromyza cornigera on snowberry, 



and various harvestmen and spiders that enjoy the 

abundant undergrowth.   

 Although we missed the main fungus season 

at Priestfield, there were still some decent 

records, like the beautiful orange False Chanterelle 

Hygrophoropsis aurantiaca, a relative of the 

mushroom, Agaricus comtulus, and a webcap 

Cortinarius decipiens.  The webcaps form a large 

family of toadstools, most of them rare and found 

in woods.  This species is unusual for a webcap in 

growing in grassland and I found it all over the 

place this year - on my own lawn, on Prestwood 

Common, and in a member's lawn by Wycombe Road.  

In this last lawn I found 18 different species of 

fungus in a few minutes, including several brightly-

coloured waxcaps and clubs indicating "unimproved" 

native grassland.  The "clubs" included extensive 

patches of a fungus new to our area, the coral-like 

Ramariopsis kunzei.  There were also Fleecy 

Fibrecap Inocybe flocculosa and Conocybe 
pubescens, both uncommon fungi that have cropped 

up for the first time at several sites this year, 

including the churchyard at Holy Trinity.  Here in 

short turf one could see the celebrated Pink 

Waxcap Hygrocybe calyptriformis, which appears 

every autumn, although it got mown off this year, 

several waxcaps and club-fungi, and three types of 

Entoloma with dark blackish caps and gills that are 

bright pink at first. 

 The most exciting fungus record of the 

year, however, was Hilary Tyrrell's discovery of 

the Cauliflower Fungus Sparassis spathulata on a 

beech log at the north tip of Crooks Wood.  

 

 
Cauliflower fungus 

A closely similar cauliflower fungus grows only on 

pines and is fairly frequent in some parts of the 

country, but there are very few records at all for 

its deciduous counterpart in Britain.  Hilary joins 

just a handful of people in Britain who have ever 

found it.  So a gold star for that one!  Other 

significant fungus observations included Hen of the 

Woods Grifola floribunda, huge brackets on trees 

along Grim's Ditch (Val Marshall); Milkwhite 

Brittlegill Russula delica at both Stonygreen Bank 

and Rignall Wood; Dawn Brittlegill Russula aurora, 

Pluteus podospileus, Red-staining Fibrecap Inocybe 
erubescens and Glazed Cup Humaria hemisphaerica 

in Rignall Wood; Pale Oyster Mushroom Pleurotus 
pulmonarius in Peterley Wood (from which emerged 

the uncommon beetle Triplax aenea); an uncommon 

type of Parasol Mushroom Macrolepiota konradii in 

Atkins Wood (VM), Inky mushroom Agaricus 
moelleri (one of the poisonous mushrooms that stain 

yellow on bruising - an important test for any wild 

mushroom) from Hobbshill Lane and Prestwood 

Common, and both Beige Coral Clavulinopsis 
umbrinella (Red Data Book species) and Field 

Bird's-nest Cyathus olla (a cup fungus containing 

rounded granules like miniature bird's eggs) on 

Hampden Common during our Fungus Foray. 

 

 
An Entoloma (L) and Beige Coral fungus (R) Hampden Common 

 

 That leaves me with a miscellany of 

oddments to report.  MF spotted a Hornet in Great 

Missenden on 8 September.  Hornets became quite 

common a couple of years ago, but their numbers 

seem to have declined again, as that was the only 

report this year.  I found an uncommon gall on one 

of our young oaks at Boug's Meadow, 21 September, 

caused by the gall-wasp Neuroterus tricolor.  GL's 

garden continues to attract unusual insects, with 

our first report of Rosemary Leaf-beetle (an 

immigrant from the Mediterranean gradually 

expanding across England) and a Sawfly Arge 
berberidis, whose larvae feed on Mahonia and 

Berberis shrubs, another new species that first 

arrived here a few years ago.  During our Hampden 

Common Fungus Foray I found a specimen of the 

Broad Bean Weevil Bruchus rufimanus overwintering 

among lichens on a tree.  This is generally 

considered an uncommon beetle but it is now 

common in our area because it feeds on beans and 

you may have noticed the large number of bean 

crops now being grown, especially around Hampden 

(such is the market for hummus, apparently). 



 MF also reported Harebells from a field 

near Mobwell, just north of Rignall Road.  The field 

is gradually developing a good range of native 

flowers after intensive grazing has ceased and has 

lots of Pignut as well.  Meadsgarden Field just north 

of the Picnic Site is much further on in 

redevelopment towards natural grassland and I 

found Chalkhill Eyebright there this September, a 

scarce flower that also grows at the Picnic Site.  

Field Horsetail is a common plant generally, but 

distinctly rare with us for some reason.  I know of 

only two places for it - one at Great Kingshill and 

the other by Prestwood Village Hall, in neither of 

which places is it doing very well, although it 

somehow survives.  If anyone knows anywhere else 

it grows around here (it can be a garden weed), I 

would be very glad to know.  (See the Ecological 

Flora, Section 10, on the PN website for how to 

recognise it.)  I can also add a new plant to our local 

list, one that has come all the way from Argentina 

and has recently become well established in London 

and some other towns in the south - Bilbao's 

Fleabane, rather similar to Canadian Fleabane that 

arrived much longer ago (see Flower Portrait 9 

below). 

 Lastly, as I write this at Christmas, we are 

moving into a good time to look out for unusual 

winter visitor birds.  On top of the usual garden 

inhabitants I am now regularly seeing nuthatch, coal 

tit, redwing, bullfinch and goldcrest.  Look out for 

waxwings, especially around rowans and tall 

cotoneasters.  We have also had odd sightings of 

Ring-necked Parakeet in the area over the years.  

The latest was in Nairdwood Lane, Prestwood, this 

October, although they did not hang around.  Will it 

be long before we regularly hear their loud shrieks 

as they dart from one tree-top to another?  They 

will not be to everyone's liking! 

 Thanks for keeping your records rolling in.  

I have added 1,688 records in 2014 alone, 514 of 

them from September or later. 

Tony Marshall 

Project News 
Big Old Trees & Hedges 
A veteran oak, gnarled, knobbly, crazy branches, 

weather-torn boughs burrowed by beetles, standing 

firm against all that the elements can throw at it, 

as it has done for hundreds of years, broken but 

definitely not bowed - what more inspiring sight is 

there in our countryside?  The resilience, the 

fortitude, of our old trees is uplifting and provides 

a perspective on life so deep that our day-to-day 

concerns are as nothing, and we get to glimpse that 

greater world that works in centuries and millennia, 

at the creeping pace of evolution, as wide as the 

earth and its layers of atmosphere, as inexorable as 

life itself.  With or without us: we are as spores in 

the wind. 

 An old tree is not just a single creature, it 

is an ecosystem.  It has been around so long, it has 

grown so large, that millions of creatures, of 

hundreds of different species, may inhabit it, feed 

on it, shelter in it, live in symbiosis with it, grow on 

it, and depend on it.  When a tree is felled we bring 

down a whole world, we destroy history.  It is a sad 

thing that we should do with reluctance, with 

regret, with respect, and we should mourn the 

passing of this tree and the life it once supported. 

 Trees, like all life-forms, are doomed to die, 

but mortality is part of life continuing.  The 

mammoth trunk of a giant oak takes centuries to 

crumble into dust, nourishing as many species as it 

did when living - the birds and mammals that 

shelter in its hollow cavities, the invertebrates and 

fungi that tunnel it and devour it crumb by crumb, 

the lichens and epiphytes that still find support in 

that craggy bark. 

 Wood has value before it has begun to 

decay or become deformed, so most trees are 

"harvested" by the time they are a hundred years 

or so - when still in their adolescence if they are an 

oak, beech, ash, sycamore, chestnut, hornbeam, or 

maple.  Trees may also have negative value if they 

stand in the way of "progress", and these doughty 

natives may be dispossessed by incomers who want 

their land for building or for widening roads.  They 

may even, in our absurdly litigious age that benefits 

only lawyers, be construed as "safety hazards", 

with no thought for their thousands of settled 

residents. 

 

 
Storm tree in its declining years 

 



 As a result an old tree is not a common 

thing in our countryside, villages and towns.  Those 

that have survived are usually in boundaries (wood-

edges - hardly ever in the centre of a wood - and 

hedgerows) or in areas that in the past protected 

them as valued commodities - parks, large gardens 

and old commons.  In PN we have been logging all 

our surviving large trees, so far having recorded 

over 400, which in an area of 100 square kilometres 

is not a large number.  There are more to be logged 

and we need to recruit more volunteers to do this 

for us.  It's an enjoyable task, can be fitted into 

convenient times, and makes a walk in the 

countryside a rather special thing.  Only if we know 

where our important trees stand can we make some 

attempt to help preserve them by contacting 

landowners and local authorities to point out where 

they are and underline their importance. 

 

 
Old oak in Prestwood 

The surveying, which is simple, is best 

carried out in the context of our continuing surveys 

of our surviving hedges, another habitat that has 

become increasingly important as our woodlands 

have become neglected and spoiled, often the last 

refuge to shade-loving plants and creatures, as well 

as providing corridors for the movement of wildlife.  

We need, again, to know where the best surviving 

examples of old hedgerow are so that we can inform 

landowners and others who manage our countryside, 

lanes and town-streets.  We have detailed nearly 

300 good hedgerows so far. 

 This spring we are running a new course for 

prospective hedge-and-tree surveyors, as we need 

to recruit more members to carry on the work 

which has now been going on as long as PN has 

existed.  Former volunteers who wish to continue 

will also be attending, sharing their experience and 

also learning a few changes in our procedures that 

will make the job as straightforward and as useful 

as it can be.  The job is a light and enjoyable one, 

especially carried out in pairs or families, and 

demands no prior skills, while the amount of work 

carried out is up to you - each person is given an 

area to survey and can take as long as he/she likes.  

The only ability needed is to be able to get around 

the countryside, including stiles, and to be able to 

fill in simple forms. 

 Get in touch NOW with Val and Tony 

Marshall ecorocker@gmail.com or 01494 864251.   

 

Glow-worms - Dim your garden lights during 

the glowing period 
 
‘The use of solar lights in gardens may be one of 
the causes of decline of the glow-worm populations.  
Male glow-worms are notoriously attracted to 
artificial lights, as stronger lights prevent the 
males from seeing the females’ glow.  South 
Gloucestershire council has agreed to switch off 
street lights from May to September to promote 
biodiversity.’ The Times 3.11.14 
 

PN glow worm survey results for 2014 will be 

reported in the May 2015 edition of the 

Newsletter.  Meanwhile Ian Taylor sent this mother 

and baby glow-worm photo from this year’s count at 

the Picnic Site.   

 
 



Angling Spring Wood 
Over the last year a number of work parties have 

taken place, mainly to remove holly and unwanted 

shrubs, with the aim to allow more light to reach 

the ground. This work has been concentrated in the 

area of the wood adjacent to Martins End Lane and 

hopefully this will improve even further the display 

of bluebells in 2015. 

In addition holly and small saplings marked 

with red dots by the council have been cut down. 

These were located throughout various areas of 

ASW and were to improve access to the footpaths. 

Other activities have included attempts to even out 

the ruts caused by the machinery used in felling and 

removing large trees by the council, and the 

removal of metal rods used in the past to support 

young saplings. 

Removal of litter is always part of the work 

parties visits, and we have found an increase in the 

number of plastic bags containing dog poo, which 

could represent an issue in the future. 

  I would like to thank all those who have 

joined the work parties in 2014 and look forward to 

your continued support in 2015. 

          Hilary Tyrrell   

 

 
Angling Spring Wood with holly in winter sunshine 

 

Ladybird Monitoring 2014 
Once again I must thank those stalwarts who have 

continued to contribute to the ladybird garden 

surveys through the summer - Christine Hoskins, 

George Lewis and Val Marshall.  It has become an 

increasingly unrewarding task.  This year only one 

person saw any ladybirds at all during the 

fortnightly 20-minute searches, although there 

were odd sightings in the diaries each person kept.  

The sudden decline in ladybird populations that 

happened, unfortunately, to coincide with the start 

of our annual monitoring, has got to a point where 

there is no longer any point in trying to continue.  

Ladybird monitoring made sense because there 

were several species common enough to count 

regularly, but some of those species are now hardly 

ever seen at all.  Ladybird survey schemes in other 

parts of the country have found the same thing and 

have folded up.  At least we can now confidently say 

that native ladybird numbers are now only a tenth 

or less of what they were a decade ago.  This rate 

of decline is disastrous, but it is shared by many 

other insects - bees, hoverflies, indeed any 

creatures that regularly depend on flowers and 

crops.  There can be little doubt that the reason is 

the accumulative effect of regular over-use of 

chemicals, particularly insecticides, whose long-

term combined effects have never been properly 

evaluated.  As evidence is accumulated and one 

chemical is banned (several decades later), several 

new ones come on the market whose effects are 

unknown until too long has passed and the damage is 

done.  We are destroying the planet at an 

unprecedented rate, but does anyone even 

recognise the fact, let alone do anything about it?  

It is a myth that ostriches hide their heads in the 

sand - only human beings do that. 

 If numbers of ladybirds ever return to 

levels that would make it statistically viable to do 

so, we can consider re-starting the regular surveys.  

Meanwhile, I will continue to welcome anyone's 

records of ladybirds they see, or of any other 

creatures and uncommon plants. 

Tony Marshall 

 

The Wildlife Garden 
Early in 2014 there had been talk of having to 

dismantle the Prestwood Nature Wildlife Garden at 

Kiln Common Allotments because the Council 

considered that it was not being properly cared for.  

A small number of interested PN members met in 

March and decided to keep the garden going as a 

pollinator friendly area, in order to demonstrate 

planting suitable for wildlife and to provide an area 

that would attract pollinators and could be used as 

a teaching site.  About 10 volunteers gave input to 

the work on the Garden, and 4 work parties were 

arranged throughout the season.  Some also worked 

at the Garden at other times on an individual basis.   

An expert gave advice on composting (see 

below).  As a result of following this advice, the 

material in the right hand bin was turned into good 

quality compost and was spread on the flower beds.  

Enriching the soil in this way is useful, as the 

garden is for pollinators rather than a wildflower 

meadow.  The left hand bin has been filled with 

material which will decompose over the winter 

months. 



The high amount of sunshine in the summer 

helped the Garden to flourish and it definitely 

fulfilled its purpose of attracting pollinators as well 

as looking very attractive, with many colourful 

flowers.  The wooden bench has been sanded, oiled 

and repaired so that it is now a comfortable place 

to sit and enjoy the Garden.    

Tina Hillas 

 

All you need to know about composting 
At the recent Prestwood Nature Autumn tidy up of 

the wildlife garden, conversation turned to 

composting and it was clear that there was some 

confusion about how to get the best from a 

compost bin or heap. Compost is nature’s way of 

recycling, of breaking down and reusing the organic 

materials that make up plants. A good compost bin 

contains a whole ecosystem full of microorganisms, 

fungi and invertebrates. Look closely at an active 

compost bin and you may see a host of wildlife such 

as springtails, beetles, woodlice, slugs, snails, 

centipedes, brandling worms, and spiders, which are 

all part of the food web in a compost bin. All these 

living things work together to transform the plant 

waste into rich, brown compost. To have this 

thriving ecosystem you need the right condition.   

So how do you achieve this?   
 

How to make compost 

Like all living things, composting organisms need 

food, water and oxygen. In composting terms these 

are referred to as materials, moisture and air. 
 

Materials 

Composting materials can be divided into two main 

types “browns” which are the dry fibrous plant 

materials such as twigs, woody prunings, dry leaves 

but also paper and card. “Greens” are the soft 

sappy plant materials such as grass clippings, soft 

plant prunings and fruit and vegetable peelings. As a 

rule of thumb a good compost bin can be achieved 

by having a mix of about half greens and half 

browns.   
 

Moisture 

Water is essential for the composting process but 

as with materials it is a matter of balance. Much of 

the moisture needed will be provided by the 

“greens” as they have a high water content. If the 

bin contains a 50:50 mix of greens and browns it is 

unlikely that more water will be needed and adding 

unnecessary water may result in the air spaces 

becoming clogged which will restrict the oxygen 

getting to the composting organisms and may result 

in a slimy, smelly heap.  This can be easily rectified 

by mixing in more browns.  Too dry and composting 

slows down and may almost stop. This is what 

happened to the wildlife garden bin last year.  

Adding more greens or water to achieve a feel of a 

damp wrung out sponge soon gets the process going. 
 

Air 

Air is the magic ingredient in composting. The 

different organisms all require oxygen but if 

oxygen levels become too low, instead of aerobic 

decomposition you get anaerobic decomposition 

which produces unpleasant smells and gives off 

methane which can be damaging to the environment. 

Traditionally maintaining air in a compost bin is 

achieved by turning the heap but usually sufficient 

air can be maintained by having a good mix of 

materials to help create air pockets. Rolled up 

corrugated card, egg boxes, kitchen roll tubes, 

jumbles of twigs and small branches and scrunched 

up paper all provide structure and air pockets. 

Further air can be added by poking holes into the 

material with a garden fork or broom handle. 
 

What to add to your bin. 

 
 

All plant material will eventually decompose, but 

chopping, shredding or bashing material to increase 

the surface area will speed up composting. However 

it is important to have a good mix including some 

coarser material so there are air pockets. 

If a large quantity of mixed greens and 

browns are added over a few days, the bin may 

become hot and composting changes will happen 

rapidly. However effective composting can be 

achieved in a cool heap, this will take longer and 

seeds will not be destroyed. It is important not to 

add unwanted seed heads, for example from 

troublesome weeds or invasive plants, to the mix or 

these will be reintroduced into the garden when 

using the compost. Similarly avoid adding perennial 

weed roots such as dandelion, ground elder or 

bindweed. These are best disposed of in green 

waste, where large scale composting achieves 

temperatures that are sufficient to kill them. Do 



not add cooked food waste as this may attract 

rodents. 
 

Emptying the bin 

Compost is ready to use when it is dark brown and 

has an earthy smell, most of the material will have 

broken down but the larger coarse material may 

still be recognisable.  If you are using one bin the 

top material will not have rotted yet. Cone shaped 

bins often have an inspection hatch at the bottom 

so you can see when compost is ready.  It is very 

difficult to remove usable quantities from the 

hatch. A better approach is to remove the lid and 

then rock the bin back and forth to loosen the cone 

and then lift off.  Material that has not yet 

decomposed can be forked back into the re-sited 

bin (adding more air) ready to start again. 

 

 
                       Compost bin with inspection hatch 

 

 

Using the compost 

The finished compost may have coarse material in it 

which can be sieved or picked out if required (and 

added back to the new bin). Garden compost is 

great for adding nutrients to soil. It can be dug in 

to improve soil structure or used as a mulch around 

plants and will be enjoyed by birds searching 

through it for invertebrates to eat. 

Effective composting is good for the 

environment, good for the garden and provides a 

habitat for nature. The compost produced is free 

and improves soil structure and plant growth and is 

not hard to achieve if you remember half 

greens/half browns and air.        

 
Hazel Tyler, Master Composter 

9  

     

 

 

Flower Portrait No.9  
Fleabanes Conyza species 
"Fleabane" is a loose term, botanically speaking.  It 

is most commonly used for Common Fleabane 

Pulicaria dysenterica, a plant with yellow daisy-like 

flowers, familiar in marshy places.   

 

 
Common fleabane 

Fleabanes proper, however, belong either to the 

genus Erigeron or the closely related Conyza.  

There is one native Erigeron in our area, the 

uncommon native Blue Fleabane E. acer, which grows 

on chalk grassland slopes, such as some of those on 

Hampden Bottom Farm.  Its narrow "rays" are pale 

purple and the centre of the flower is yellowish, but 

the sepals or bracts enclosing the flower are usually 

dark red-purple and so are the stems.  When fully 

open the flowers are daisy-like, but they are often 

closed up and inconspicuous.   

 
Blue fleabane 

 
Mexican fleabane 



The other Erigeron is the introduced Mexican 

Fleabane E. karvinskianus, which can be found all 

over walls in the warmer parts of Britain and is 

established in Great Missenden High Street.  It is a 

straggly plant with daisy-lookalike flowers and small 

narrow leaves all along the stems. 

 Conyza have undemonstrative little 

cylindrical flowers with very short or no "rays" (the 

outer "petals" of a daisy), which grow in branched 

groups.  The four species in this country that might 

appear in our area are all recent immigrants.  They 

have even smaller flowers than Blue Fleabane, but 

many more of them, in large "panicles" or sprays, 

and the rays (if they show at all) are white.  Bracts 

and stems are green, not purple.  They are 

adventitious inhabitants of dry stony places, like 

pavements and waste-lands.  Being annual, with 

wind-blown dandelion-like seeds, their whereabouts 

from year to year is very unpredictable. 

 Separating the four species really needs a 

lens to be sure and is not easy.  Canadian Fleabane 

C. canadensis has flower branches of more or less 

equal length up the stem, so that it looks cylindrical.  

Canadian fleabane was introduced during the last 

world war, probably from seed carried from its 

home in North America by Canadian troops.  Until 

very recently this was the only Conyza to be seen in 

the immediate Prestwood area.  In the last decade 

or so, however, the other three species, all from 

warmer climes in South America, first became 

established in the London area and then spread out 

into towns further afield.  The first to arrive in 

Prestwood (I found it in 1999) was Guernsey 

fleabane C. sumatrensis (this is a misnomer; it only 

got this name because Guernsey was the first place 

in the British Isles that it was found growing wild.)  

It is a large bushy plant, branching from lower down 

the stem.  While once Canadian fleabane was 

abundant in London, nowadays Guernsey fleabane is 

more prevalent.  Both are about equally common 

across the housing estate in Prestwood.  Argentine 

fleabane C. bonariensis (which can be told by red-

purple tips to the bracts round the flower) does not 

seem to have been so competitive.  It is difficult to 

find in London and has not been found in our area, 

but Bilbao's fleabane C. floribunda is now quite 

common in London and I found it for the first time 

in our area in 2014.  The first was a weedy plant 

growing between paving stones in my front path, but 

I subsequently found healthier specimens in rough 

ground at Peterley Manor Farm.  Compared to 

Canadian fleabane it has the lower branches longer, 

giving it a pyramidal shape. 

                         
Bilbao's fleabane 

 
Guernsey fleabane 

             Tony Marshall 

 

Other News 
 

From the Membership Secretary 
I would like to remind members that this is the 

time to renew your membership of Prestwood 

Nature.  You will find a renewal form with this 

newsletter.  The Committee has been able to keep 

the membership at £8 for the 4th consecutive year 

which is very good value as one payment includes 

everyone living at the same address. 

Again this year there is the facility 

available to pay your subscription by direct 

transfer to the Prestwood Nature Bank account 

(details on the renewal form).  If you do this then 

please remember to let the membership secretary 

know and also inform her of any changes to your 

address (either email or snail mail) or telephone 

number.  We also accept cheques and cash, though 

the latter must be hand delivered and not sent 

through the post. Your email address is helpful to 

keep you up to date with what is going on each 

month and also to inform you of any last minute 

changes to our programme of events.  We do not 

publish any personal information without your 

permission. 

We have a very full programme of work 

parties for the first half of 2015.  We are also 

planning some evening meetings and open days at 

our sites.  Please make sure you have renewed your 

membership so that you can be kept fully informed 

of all that is happening.  Looking forward to meeting 

you at our 2015 events. 

    Vanessa Rickett 

 

 

 

 



B.O.A.T.s Update 
This concerns two local bridleways:-  

a) Bridleways 52 & 55 (part) Great Missenden - the 

track from Nags Head Lane leading through 

Atkins/Hobbshill Woods and then past Angling 

Spring Farm and down Whitefield Lane into Great 

Missenden.  

b) Bridleways 1 Great Missenden and 45 and 61 

Wendover - Mapridge Green Lane from Rignall Road 

to Cobblers Hill.  

A Public Inquiry, attended by many local 

people, was held in October/November 2013 

regarding the application for these bridleways to 

be confirmed as Byways Open to All Traffic 

(BOATs).  In December 2013 the Planning 

Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs made his 

“Interim Decision”. This confirmed the orders to 

make both routes B.O.A.Ts with some modifications.  

The main successful change was that the route 

from Cobblershill Lane to the junction with 

Mapridge Green Lane along the South Bucks Way 

will remain a Bridleway.  Other modifications mainly 

concerned the widths of the routes.  

Further comments and evidence were 

submitted to the Inspector and these were duly 

considered.  The Inspector decided to confirm the 

orders with further minor modifications.  These 

modifications mainly define the widths of the 

B.O.A.T.s. and clarify reference points.  It must be 

acknowledged that a great deal of meticulous 

research has been carried out and this involved 

numerous versions of maps, how they were prepared 

and by whom.  Various interpretations can be drawn, 

and the Inspector made his judgement based on the 

evidence presented and probabilities.  Nobody can 

be sure how these routes were used in the past. 

I hope this change in status doesn’t end up 

destroying the peace and quiet of these green lanes 

by inconsiderate use of mechanical vehicles. 

     Jenny Smith 

 

 

Widmere Field – Planning Application Erection 

76 dwellings off Lodge Lane with Local Equipped 

Area for Play (LEAP) – Update 

Back in July a planning application was submitted 

for outline planning permission to build 76 dwellings 

on land off Lodge Lane, known locally as Widmere 

Field. There were over a hundred letters objecting 

with one in favour. In August Chiltern District 

Council served a temporary Tree Preservation 

Order on the whole site and on the 9th October 

Chiltern District Council’s Planning Committee 

considered the Tree Preservation Order and the 

planning application. Along with a group of other 

villagers I sat in the public gallery to watch the 

proceedings.  

The committee first discussed the Tree 

Preservation Order (TPO) which covers all the 

trees on the site, and after due consideration 

decided to confirm the Order. This means that 

consent from the District Council has to be 

received before work can be carried out on the 

trees. As there is already a TPO on some large 

trees on the northern boundary the whole area is 

now encompassed. The land is regarded as young 

woodland, with amenity value, making a significant 

contribution to both the character and ecology of 

the area.  

When the planning application came up, our 

local councillors, Andrew Garnett (District 

Councillor) and Ann Hewett (Great Missenden Parish 

Councillor) both addressed the committee objecting 

to the application. They put forward the main points 

expressed by their constituents. 

There was quite a discussion by the Planning 

Committee, who decided to refuse permission on 

the various grounds mentioned in the Planning 

Officer’s report. From a nature conservation 

perspective these included that the land is in the 

Green Belt where there is a presumption against 

such development; it is part of the Chilterns Area 

of Outstanding Natural Beauty with the emphasis 

on conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of 

the area; and the proposed development is likely to 

lead to the loss of the majority of the 

trees/woodland protected by the TPO. For a more 

comprehensive/frequent update please refer to 

Prestwood Village Association’s website 

http://prestwoodva.org.uk/ under “Hot Topics” 

where there is a dedicated webpage with links to 

the planning application on the District Council’s 

website. 

  It is thought highly likely that the applicant 

will either appeal the decision or submit a fresh 

application.     Jenny Smith 

http://prestwoodva.org.uk/


Review of the AGM & social event 
We were very pleased that we had a good turnout 

of approximately forty members for the annual 

event.  It was also rewarding that several non-

members came along drawn by the talk by Allen 

Beechey of the Chalk Streams Project.  

The most important result from the AGM 

was that we failed to attract a new chair for the 

committee.  Fiona Waller, Val Marshall and John 

Obee were all elected as ordinary members and 

Chris Lee was re-elected as treasurer for a further 

three years. The committee has agreed that it will 

run without a chair for the time being and will 

appoint an acting chair for each meeting.  

  The result of the membership drive during 

2014 was disappointing with only a handful of new 

joiners to the society however we hope that 

recognition of Prestwood Nature will have 

increased. The review of the year noted that a talk 

on Orchards had been well received by members 

and some non-members too.  It was planned to 

continue featured talks in future. 

Allen Beechey’s presentation on chalk 

streams was fascinating. He is an enthusiastic 

champion for the biodiversity of these special 

rivers. One fact of particular interest is that there 

are only 200 chalk rivers in the world several of 

which are in the SE of England. This makes them a 

precious resource we need to care for and improve.  

The habit of winter bournes was explained and why 

it is not unusual for seasonal flow. Allen explained 

that one particular stretch of the river Misbourne 

is prone to disappear. His investigations confirmed 

this is mostly due to the type of chalk that forms 

the bed of the river at that point.  Historic man-

made modifications and enthusiastic rabbits both 

do their bit to damage the river but with careful 

restoration damage may be reversed in some areas. 

              Fiona Waller 

Letters to the Editor 
We thought this might be a bit of fun for 

readers/children to make!  I saw the idea on the 

internet and had a bit of fun 

over the summer putting my 

own spin on the Bug Hotel!  It’s 

great for insects and even 

makes a hedgehog home!  It’s 

made from old pallets, rolled 

carpet, tiles, twigs, wood and 

other stuff!   

From: The Taylor Family.  

 

Ed: A splendid variation on the Wildlife garden Bug 
Hotel.  Hope you have many residents 

All these were prolific this year. 
Guess which of these butterflies was 
Butterfly of the Year 2014? 
Check out the answer in the following report  

 
Ringlet 

 

 
Marbled White 

 

 
Small tortoiseshell 

 

 
Brimstone 

 



PN Butterfly transect 2014 
Thanks to our team of 13 volunteer transect walkers and to Sylvia Bennett who ably co-ordinated the activities 

and results.  Weather conditions were suitable for butterflies in 24 of the 26 weeks available from 1 April to 

30 September, providing much better coverage than in 2013. 

Overall numbers 

The total of individuals seen flying was well up on last year and the second best total since we started in 2006.  

The number of different species was also our second best record, equalling 2006 (but exceeded in 2011).  For 

the second year running there were no sightings of Duke of Burgundy, so we must assume that individuals seen 

in previous years had failed to establish a colony, as had been hoped, at the Picnic Site. 
Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Individuals 3191 730 1327 2020 2263 1679 1008 2353 2812 

Species 25 21 22 24 24 27 20 23 25 

Numbers seen on any one walk varied from 5 (last walk in September) to 405 (early July), with eight weeks 

yielding over 100 (20 June to 12 August), after which the weather became less favourable, though still warm.  

Although this was a good extended season, the maximum of 405 on one walk was less than that usually achieved. 

Differences between sections of the transect 

As usual Meadsgarden Field north of the Picnic Site had by far the highest total of individuals (1,120, almost 

double last year, and over double that at the Picnic Site) but the Picnic Site (528 sightings) had the most 

species (22 as against only 16 in Meadsgarden).  Meadsgarden also had the highest density of sightings (2.5 per 

metre) as against 1.7 per metre at the Picnic Site, the first time this has happened, showing how quickly the 

field is becoming established as a wildlife-friendly chalk grassland.  The diversity of conditions at the Picnic 

Site (scrub or various ages, trees, scrapes) is the reason for the greater variety of species there.  As always 

the lowest count (9) and lowest number of species (5) was the short section along Hampden Road.  Butterflies 

like fast cars no more than do our volunteer walkers!  The section along the top of Denner Hill provided one 

more species than Meadsgarden, largely because it is the only section that passes several gardens and benefits 

more from peacocks, red admirals than the purely rural sections, but the density of sightings was quite low 

(only 117 in total).  The third highest total of sightings (178) was from another recovering chalk grassland slope 

at Stony Green, although the number of species (14) is restricted, probably because of its distance from other 

good wildlife sites, showing the importance of connectivity.  All three of the best sections - Picnic Site, 

Meadsgarden and Stony Green - benefit from conservation-orientated management and it shows. 

Species accounts 

As always the most numerous species was Meadow Brown with 1,099, this species dominating the totals from 

mid-June (an early start- it did not dominate in 2013 until 8 July) to mid-August.  This butterfly accounted for 

39% of all sightings, an average figure over the transect life, so the numbers of other butterflies were up just 

as much as those of meadow brown: in fact they were the highest total we have had so far.  The only reason 

why the overall total was not also the best is because of the exceptional numbers of meadow browns in 2006. 
                                       Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Meadow brown % of total 54.5% 39.6% 50.1% 37.9% 30.9% 33.9% 57.6% 34.3% 39.1% 

Numbers of meadow brown 1,739 289 665 766 700 570 581 808 1,099 

Numbers of other species 1,452 441 662 1,254 1,563 1,109 427 1,545 1,713 

Our second most numerous species (as last year) was the Ringlet with 362 (one better than 2013 and its best 

showing yet).  Common blue also had a good year with its second-best total ever of 298, becoming the third 

most frequent species this year (it was only 6th in 2013).  It was pleasing to see Marbled white getting fourth 

place with by far its best total so far of 193. 

 Last year we celebrated a notable increase in all three of the Whites (Large, Small, Green-veined), but 

they were all well down again this year.  They seem to showing a "boom-and-bust" pattern of alternating good 

and bad years, so they may be up again next year.  Holly blue had yet another poor showing, as it has done ever 

since 2010.  This butterfly is affected by a parasite whose numbers build up with the population of the host, 

bringing about a regular collapse.  It tends to show a five- or six-year cycle of "good years", so may be one to 

look out for in 2015.  Small tortoiseshell is another butterfly affected by a specific parasite, and ever since we 

began our Transect its numbers have been low.  In 2013 it seemed to be recovering, with its best total to date 

of 22, but this year it confirmed the good news with a cracking 83, almost commensurate with the Peacock, 

which also had a decent year.  On the other hand, the immigrants Red admiral and Painted lady had, in the 

first case, an indifferent year, and in the second case, a disastrous year, with none seen on the transect at all. 



 As for the rarities (which we are lucky if we pick up on the transect), we recorded at the Picnic Site 

Green hairstreak in May, Brown argus in July, Brown hairstreak in September (a late flyer and so easily 

overlooked), and Dingy skipper in May and (second-brood) September.  The latter was also found for the first 

time in Meadsgarden Field and seems to be doing pretty well.  We picked up the first Silver-washed fritillary 

for transect in July on Denner Hill.  It is well-established at a number of places in our area, but nowhere close 

to transect.  Small heath occurred at a number of places in July-August, and Small copper was recorded 

occasionally through the year at the Picnic Site and on Denner Hill. 

 Altogether 18 species had an above average year in 2013, including all the Skippers, Orange-tip, 

Speckled wood and Hedge brown (Gatekeeper). 

 
Butterfly of the Year 
Each year we celebrate a butterfly that has done exceptionally 

well in the past year, with its best showing so far.  This year many 

species have done well and a number even achieved their best 

totals since we began.  These were:-  

Dingy skipper (equal to previous best), Brimstone, Small 

tortoiseshell, Marbled white (Photo R) and Ringlet. The choice is a 

difficult one, but Small tortoiseshell and Marbled white stand out 

with totals for 2014 that were over three times their average.  

Marbled white was recorded 193 times and Small tortoiseshell 83, 

and it is quite possible that the latter will actually have an even 

better year next year (there are several in my garage alone waiting 

to join the queue in 2015).  So the PN Magnum of Special Brut goes 

to ... ... MARBLED WHITE!  This species is so redolent of sunny 

chalk hillsides with colourful orchids, knapweeds and thistles, that 

it is a great pleasure to honour it in 2014. 

 
                                                                                                                                                               

Phenology 

The species of butterflies and their frequencies change markedly through the year, as is evident to all our 

volunteer walkers, who cannot all draw the long straw of the balmy mid-July peak.  This year it was a warm 

spring and we had an unprecedented total of 56 sightings on the first walk on 3 April.  These were dominated 

by the over-winter hibernators - Small tortoiseshell, Brimstone and Peacock, although one Small white had 

emerged from its chrysalis.  Less good weather followed and numbers were down in the rest of April, still 

dominated by Peacocks, although Orange-tips were also emerging at this time.  On the last day of the month 

conditions were better and Brimstones had a field day, Orange-tips and Small Whites were increasing and we 

had our first Large whites and Speckled woods.  Orange-tips peaked (and dominated) through May, but Green-

veined whites had also emerged and there was a good range of the rarer spring butterflies at the Picnic Site.  

All changed at the beginning of June, when the Common blues suddenly emerged en masse and overwhelmingly 

dominated.  From the 12 June we were into a long period where Meadow browns were by far the most frequent 

butterfly around, soon to be joined by good numbers of Marbled whites and Ringlets.  Hedge browns emerged 

(as usual) a little later and joined in towards the end of July, when the numbers of Marbled white and Ringlet 

were significantly declining.  At the same time the larger second brood of Common blues was emerging and the 

first half of August was totally dominated by them and Meadow browns; the blues carried on in strength to the 

end of the month, while the browns now quickly declined and had to be content with second place.  August was 

also marked by a good second brood of the Whites.  By September numbers were radically lower, some blues 

and browns were straggling on, but Speckled woods suddenly reached prominence and became dominant for the 

rest of the month.  You could almost tell the time of year to the nearest week or so just from the make-up of 

the butterflies you see - although that does get a little spoiled by the fact that varying weather conditions and 

changing climate affect the exact times of emergence each year.  So maybe better keep those calendars you 

got for Christmas. 

Tony Marshall  



People and Projects 
 

Leader 
 

 

Project Other roles 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com   Treasurer 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash Council member 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com   Council member 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Council member 

Kieran Sweeney 868527 keiransweeney@hotmail.com   Council member 

Lesley Stoner 865194 Lesley.stoner14@yahoo.co.uk  Family Activities Secretary 

Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com;   Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk  Butterfly Transect Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.uk Surveys/Chalk grassland project Wildlife records 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.uk  Hedge and Tree Surveys Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.uk  Membership Sec 
 

Dates for your Diary 
January 
5 Monday 9:30- 12:00 Angling Spring Wood Meet at the gate on Martinsend Lane Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

February 
2 Monday 9:30- 12:00 Angling Spring Wood Meet at the gate on Martinsend Lane Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

March 
2 Monday 9:30- 12:00 Angling Spring Wood Meet at the gate on Martinsend Lane Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

22 Sunday 9:30-11:30 Bird walk to Shardiloes Lake Meet at the Crown at Little Missenden  

Info: John Obee 

29 Sunday 10-1:00 Boug’s Meadow Work party including post-winter clear up, general tidying, enjoying the 

developing meadow and stream bed, and the company of other members. Park at the Link Road car park 

Info: John Obee 

30 Monday 9:30- 12:00 Angling Spring Wood Meet at the gate on Martinsend Lane Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

April 
6 Bank Holiday Monday 2-4:00pm Spring Flower Walk Venue tba Info: Tony Marshall 

11Saturday 10-12:00 Wildlife Garden light gardening tasks and tidying  

Info: Tina Hillas c/o admin@prestwoodnature.org  

27 Monday 9:30- 12:00 Angling Spring Wood Meet at the gate on Martinsend Lane Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

May 

3 Sunday 2-4:00 Hedge and Significant Trees Field work training Venue tba Info: Val and Tony Marshall 

10 Sunday 10-1:00 Boug’s Meadow Work party including first cut clear up, general tidying, enjoying the 

developing meadow and stream bed, and the company of other members. Park at the Link Road car park 

Info: John Obee 

18 Monday 9:30- 12:00 Angling Spring Wood Meet at the gate on Martinsend Lane Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

23 Saturday 10-12:00 Wildlife Garden light gardening tasks and tidying  

Info: Tina Hillas c/o admin@prestwoodnature.org 

June 
1 Monday 9:30- 12:00 Angling Spring Wood Meet at the gate on Martinsend Lane Info: Hilary Tyrrell  

 

 

Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org   Next contribution deadline: April 26 2015 please.  
Printed by David Page.  Distributed by Jenny Smith. 
Prestwood Nature Registered Charity No. 1114685        www.prestwoodnature.org  
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