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            The Treasurer’s Tale 
Being the treasurer of Prestwood Nature, as I have been since 2011, is not the most glamorous of jobs.  However, 

it is an important and necessary one.  The council asked that I let you know about it, and about our finances. 

Prestwood Nature has three main sources of income.  There are members’ subscriptions, and donations - 

some members generously top up their subscriptions or make cash donations at the AGM and other meetings.  

Because we are a registered charity, your subscription of £8 is topped up by HMRC to £10.  The third source is 

grants and similar receipts, usually made to meet specific expenditure.  In recent years we have benefited from 

the generosity of the Great Missenden Parish Revitalisation Group, who have made several grants to pay for 

furniture and equipment at Bougs Meadow.  We also benefit from donations in kind, for example we are soon to 

receive trees for planting at Bougs Meadow thanks to an OVO Energy scheme and The Conservation Volunteers. 

  So what does this all mean?  Typically, subscriptions, donations and Gift Aid amount to about £1,000 a 

year.  This is spent on newsletters, membership events, insurance (which we are required to have for work parties) 

and sundry items such as purchase and repair of small tools.  We roughly break even.  Over and above this, there 

are major items of expenditure, funded either out of grants or out of our reserves.  In recent years, this has 

included benches and a table at Bougs Meadow, the Gaye Pickard memorial table at Sheepwash, and a major 

membership campaign, which sadly proved less successful than we had hoped.  Over the last three years, the net 

cost has been about £900.  We are fortunate to have cash in the bank of over £3,000 but, as recent events at 

Kids Company have shown, it is important for a charity to maintain adequate reserves against unexpected events. 

And what do I do?  Well, I keep the books and submit the annual accounts to our independent reviewer, 

Ian Mead.  I hope that I prevent my fellow council members from unnecessary spending whilst encouraging them 

to meet the charity’s objectives! 

But most important of all is you, the membership.  Without your subscriptions, we would not last long.  We 

value your loyal support.  Subscriptions have remained at £8 since 2010 and there is no intention to increase in 

the near future - I hope you agree this is excellent value and that you will remain with us for many years to come.

           Chris Lee Treasurer 
 

 
                               Emerald Moth                                                         Rutpela maculata 

Striking Insects See Members’ News 
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From the Editor  
Despite the weather there have been lots of 

interesting activities and sightings this year, so far.  

Autumn brings its own delights so we look forward 

to hearing of your discoveries.  Look out for fungi, 

winter visitors and hibernating butterflies as the 

days shorten.  We hope to see you at our AGM, too.



Members' News 
In terms of weather this summer turned out 

pretty disappointing, but that did not stop 

records coming in. 

 The greatest news was when one of our 

new team of hedge-and-tree surveyors, Paul 

Heath, found two large elm trees along Hare 

Lane, Little Kingshill, which he thought might be 

significant.  As soon as we heard, Val and I went 

to visit the trees. They were very mature, the 

largest 24 metres high and 4.2 metres in girth, 

and since the advent of Dutch elm disease such 

old trees have virtually disappeared altogether 

from our landscape.  We determined them as 

Huntingdon elms, based on leaf characters and 

tree shape, and they turn out to be the largest 

surviving in Buckinghamshire and possibly in 

Britain.  They have been registered with the 

Tree Council.   
 

 
Huntingdon elms, Hare Lane, Little Kingshill 

 

They presumably have some genetic quirk that 

makes them disease-resistant and if this is 

transferred to their offspring (they seed 

prolifically), then they could form the basis for 

the gradual return of these magnificent trees 

to our countryside.  The smaller of the two elms 

is itself possibly the descendant of the other 

one.  It is amazing that these trees have never 

been reported before, as they cannot be missed 

half-way up Hare Lane.  The leaves had the 

mines of the gall-wasp Fenusa ulmi, our first 

record of this species.  Do take a walk up Hare 

Lane and admire these trees! 

Members will be familiar with Jeanette 

Hedley's garden in Orchard Lane, where 2013’s 

night-flowering catchfly continues to thrive.  

The wealth of flowers attracts a good range of 

wildlife.  This summer she saw buff ermine moth 

(a national priority species), southern hawker 

dragonfly and the attractive longhorn beetle 

Rutpela maculata (see front page).  In July 

Jeanette found several unfamiliar plants and I 

went to check them out.  They were common 

fumitory, borage, chamomile and yellow-juiced 

(or Lecoqi's) poppy.  This was our first record 

of chamomile as a wild plant and one of very few 

records of the poppy.  They were presumably 

introduced as seed in the soil of plants that had 

been recently purchased for the garden.  It will 

be interesting to see if, as annuals, they will 

appear again next year, although the sad news is 

that a new sewer is to be constructed across 

this garden and most of it will be destroyed, 

which is heart-breaking in view of the time and  

care that has gone into creating one of our best 

wildlife gardens. 

 Gardens often feature in our records 

(which shows that gardens can be excellent 

wildlife sites and there is someone on hand much 

of the time to observe what appears).  One of 

these is George Lewis's garden in Perks Lane.  

In June George reported white helleborines and 

the uncommon white variety of common spotted 

orchid among other regular orchids that appear 

there.  He also saw the uncommon fly Conops 
quadrifasciatus, and the black-and-yellow 

banded wasp beetle.  It was in another garden 

in Perks Lane, however, that we got a first 

record for a species new to our area.  This was 

photographed by Keith Tyrrell. 
 

 
 

These colourful guys are rhododendron plant 

hoppers, a species that found its way to Britain 

only in the last decade and has been spreading 

gradually out from the London area, reaching 

Berkshire in 2008. 



George Lewis is one of our orchid specialists and 

this year saw a good batch of records of these 

charismatic plants. John Obee was the first to 

report bee orchids and white helleborines at 

Great Missenden cemetery on 7 June where he 

keeps a regular watch, caging five of each this 

year to protect from deer and mowers.  A week 

or so later George was similarly having to 

protect the bird's-nest orchids in Longfield 

Wood as usual.  This colony also includes ten or 

so helleborines that never come into flower, 

although the leaves appear each year, so we 

have always been uncertain about their identity.  

This year George and I took a look at the leaves 

under a microscope to take advantage of new 

scientific information on separating 

helleborines (five possible species in our area) 

by using the shape and patterns of the minute 

teeth along the margins.  We concluded that 

these were green-flowered helleborine, a 

species recorded in Longfield and Hatches 

Woods in 1979-80 and not recognised since, 

probably because of its failure to flower.  The 

question now is why it fails to produce flowers - 

perhaps changes in management of the woods is 

failing to produce the exact conditions it needs 

(possibly too dark). 
 

 
Violet helleborine at new site 

 

It was a good summer, too, for pyramidal 

orchids which appeared in large numbers in the 

field below Angling Spring Wood, Flowers 

Bottom at Speen, three different fields on the 

Wren Davis Farm (Tony Marshall, Virginia 

Deradour) and two on Hampden Bottom Farm, 

where greater butterfly orchid also flowered 

again and successfully produced seed (Fiona 

Waller).  These were followed in late July by the 

later flowering broad-leaved helleborine (e.g. 

Hatches Wood, George Lewis) and violet 

helleborine, for which a new site was discovered 

on the Wren Davis Farm by Virginia. Deradour 

Generally plants are well known and it is 

difficult to find new species, but several were 

added to our list this season, more than in any 

other year since PN began.  The field below 

Angling Spring Wood (Middle Way) is developing 

a good chalk meadow flora now that active 

farming has ceased, with large amounts of 

yellow rattle and our largest colony by far of 

common broomrape (see Flower Portrait 11 in 

this issue), but among the latter this year Karen 

van Oostrum photographed the rare yellow 

variety flava, the first time we have seen this.   
 

 
Common Broomrape var flava 

 

There were also leaves of devilsbit scabious, a 

new record for the field, but unfortunately 

strimmed before flowering.  Other new plant 

records were fodder burnet by the side of 

Stocking Lane, rye Secale cereale appearing in a 

field where it was known to have been grown 

previously, rye brome (a crop contaminant) in a 

field at Prestwood, plicate sweet-grass in the 

spring area of Angling Spring Wood (also known 

by a pond on Naphill Common), vervain and native 

barberry in hedgerows south of Cryers Hill, 

buckshorn plantain (normally more of a coastal 

plant) by Cryers Hill Road (where we also found 

that the rare longleaf was coming back after 

being apparently being wiped out by grass-verge 

cutting), thin-spiked wood-sedge by the 

Icknield Way (a large colony at a single marshy 

spot), and autumn hawkweed in Nags Head Lane, 

two plants on part of a railway bridge where 

limestone had been used.  Even the well-worked 

Prestwood Picnic Site threw up a white 



knapweed that turned out to be the hybrid 

between greater and chalk knapweeds (which 

both grow there) - Centaurea x gerstlaueri. 
 

 
Autumn Hawkweed 

 

I conducted a particular check this year on our 

best sites for arable annuals, all of them 

threatened by modern agricultural practice.  

Some previous records could not be re-found, 

but it is in the nature of annuals to move around.  

In several fields around Kingshill and Cryers Hill 

I found the sub-species wirtgenii of common 

fumitory, in both its named varieties wirtgenii 
and minor, the latter being new to our list, and 

in one field dense-flowered fumitory.  A search 

all along the top of the SW-facing slopes on 

Hampden Bottom Farm, last fully surveyed in 

2005, found most of the plants that had been 

there before, some in large numbers.  These 

plants are protected here by leaving wide field 

margins that are ploughed but not sprayed.  I 

was particularly cheered to find narrow-fruited 

cornsalad in three fields and the very rare 

Venus's looking-glass, along with corn mint, 

sharp- and round-leaved fluellens.   

These fields are on chalk, but on clay at 

Peterley Manor Farm, where plenty of corners 

are left to "weeds", different arable annuals are 

found - gallant soldier, creeping yellow-cress 

and small nettle, for instance.  In Home Field 

behind Nairdwood Farm, again on clay, there is 

an unusual colony of smooth tare.  Set-aside in 

this same field has been sown to lucerne, 

sainfoin, red clover and birdsfoot trefoil, all of 

which help fix nitrogen in the soil and improve 

fertility, while attracting large numbers of 

insects.  On a disturbed part of Prestwood 

Picnic Site was long-headed poppy. 

 

 
Arable weed Venus’s looking-glass 

  

At times this looked like a good year for 

butterflies, and numbers were certainly fair at 

times, but we had too little sun and warmth for 

it to be a truly good year.  Green hairstreak was 

confirmed still at Prestwood Picnic Site by John 

Obee,  I saw silver-washed fritillary in Chisley 

Wood (a new site), and I also confirmed that 

small blue still existed at Flowers Bottom (our 

only site), where its food-plant kidney vetch has 

several large colonies.  Seven-spot ladybirds 

were around in some numbers, plus the odd 

harlequin, two-spot and 14-spot, but more 

notable was George Lewis's "spotting" an 

eleven-spot in a new spot by Hampden Road (a 

first record for this area of what is generally a 

more coastal species).  A striking green moth 

was seen by Sylvia Sanderson resting on her 

back door, no doubt having recently emerged.  

This was a Large Emerald (see front page), 

whose caterpillars feed mainly on birch.  We had 

had only two previous records. 

 Ian Taylor went one better when he 

found a moth with only one previous record, the 

Leopard, which is white with striking black 

spots, on the pavement in the middle of Great 

Missenden!   Our largest moth, by weight, is the 

Old Lady, one of which was found dead by 

Cryers Hill Road, having had a less successful 

encounter with urban life. 

A good way of recording new insects is 

by looking closely at plants, including searching 

for galls and leaf-mines.  I got two new species 

by looking at our specimen of Lucombe oak in 

Prestwood Park turkey oak aphids on the 

underside of leaves and galls of the gall-wasp 

Andricus grossulariae replacing the flowers.  

Many such insects are specific to one or a few 

plants, so rare plant = rare insect!  Inspecting 



brambles in Lodge Wood on one of those sparse 

sunny intervals also yielded several interesting 

sightings, as bramble flowers are a powerful 

attraction in the sun, so in a few minutes I 

picked up a scarce ant Lasius brunneus which 

makes nests in rotting wood, a cuckoo-bee 

Bombus bohemicus which has declined in south 

England, probably with warming climate, and our 

largest hoverfly, the striking Volucella zonaria.  

I was actually there to practise my skills with 

identifying brambles, of which over 400 types 

are known.  Some are limited to very small areas 

and one I think I found in Lodge Wood, Rubus 
leptadenes, was previously known before in 

Britain only from Angling Spring and Penn 

Woods, so is a real local speciality.  But I really 

need an expert to check this out for me. 
 

Largest Hoverfly  Volucella zonaria 
 

Finally, a sign that summer is approaching its 

end - the first appearance of autumn toadstools.  

Val Marshall found one under a mature oak along 

Collings Walk, Prestwood, on 15 August.  This 

was iodine bolete Boletus impolitus, not a 

common species but edible.  There was only one, 

so we did not take it to try, but in any case it 

was obvious that the slugs had got there first!  

Then a single wood mushroom Agaricus silvicola 

came up under the hedge in our garden on 22 

August, another uncommon edible species that 

we left alone.  Our area is probably home to 

more rare fungi than to any other class of life, 

so finding uncommon ones is not all that unusual.  

No doubt there will be more to report about 

them in the New Year edition of this newsletter.  

To get a preview, join one of our three planned 

fungus forays this autumn (see back page). 
 

 
Boletus impolitus  

 

Many thanks to all members who submitted 

their sightings.  Tony Marshall 
 

Project News 
A Butterfly Transect Experience 

As a member of Prestwood Nature you will be 

familiar with articles and reports in our excellent 

Newsletter about the PN butterfly transect project 

led by Sylvia Bennett.  However if you are not one of 

the trained transect walkers you may not know what 

is actually involved in carrying it out.  In this article 

I will try and give you 'a feel for it'.  I should point 

out that this will be a 'fictional' transect so it is not 

possible to be specific about butterfly sightings as 

they vary through the April to September period 

covered by our transect.  I will however slip in typical 

expectations and some of my past experiences! 

 First things first. Are the weather 

conditions OK?  Do they meet the stringent UK 

Butterfly Monitoring Scheme requirements?  Have 

we got the things we need, like identifying charts, a 

recording sheet and pencil and of course the more 

human necessities like water, coffee and a banana!  

It should take about 2 hours to do the 5km walk. 

 Down to the start point at the Picnic Site 

near the bottom of Perks Lane.  The first designated 

section of the transect (there are 15 to cover a 

variety of habitats) is the steep short path up the 

hill through the site to the welcoming bench at the 

top (the views here are great).  As I climb I record 

each butterfly seen in a stipulated imaginary vision 

'box'.  This section is usually very productive with 

lots of sightings as the site is full of the plants and 

shrubs that butterflies like.  After all, it is a 

'special' wildlife site!  In early summer I would hope 

to see Orange Tips and the capricious Painted Lady.  

A few weeks later I would be disappointed not to see 

my favourite butterfly, the Small Copper. 

 



 
Small Copper 

 

At the top switch recordings to the next section on 

the sheet and stroll back down the hill, albeit on a 

different path. As well as looking for butterflies, 

keep an eye open for other goodies such as birds, 

mammals, orchids and daytime flying moths. 

 At the bottom of the hill leave the picnic site 

and cross the road for section 3.  This is another 

climb.  Not so steep as section 1 but a lot longer! 

Sometimes the field on the right is planted with a 

cereal crop.  With a hedge to the left this path is a 

good place to see large numbers of Meadow Browns, 

Ringlets and Gatekeepers in high summer.  At the top 

take a rest at a stile before going on along a tarmac 

drive past Newhouse Farm and down to some white 

gates near Denner Hill House.  (In the paddock on 

the right I saw three red kites at the watering-

trough a few years ago).  This section usually yields 

a few whites and the occasional Small Tortoiseshell. 

On into a darkish wooded section.  Don't expect to 

see much here but it's important to point out that 

many butterflies frequent trees.  You never know, we 

might spot a Purple Emperor (I should be so lucky)! 

There is a badger sett on the path - indeed they have 

tunnelled under it.  After a few hundred yards there 

is a brief clearing with clusters of brambles and 

their attendant butterflies. 

 Leave the wood and walk along a stony path 

at Denner Hill.  Once again brambles on our right 

usually yield good recordings.  I always stop and say 

hello to the horses in the field on the left – I really 

love horses.  Now it's down the lane past the farm.  

There are hedges on both sides of the path here and 

it is a haven for Speckled Woods in the summer 

period.  At the end of this section look out over 

Stony Green Bottom.  Stop at the field gate and pour 

out the coffee.  If I leave it on the gatepost to cool 

it will be ready to drink by the time I have done the 

next section which is a short traverse through tall 

grasses by some pylons.  There are often roe deer 

here in the shrubs at the top of the steep slope 

which drops away to the valley below.  When the 

undergrowth is really tall and lush all you see is their 

ears until your presence disturbs them and they go 

bounding away.  Back to the gate.  Do the recordings 

and have the coffee and banana! 

 Down the hill now on an overgrown path with 

a tall hedge to the right.  There are always lots of 

small moths here and on the hedge-top 

yellowhammers, whitethroats and linnets sit and sing 

in the early spring/summer.  Should get good 

recordings of butterflies as I go down.  Pass through 

a hedge at the bottom and carefully cross the road.  

Then climb a short steep hill up to Nanfan wood.  This 

section is often close-cropped/grazed grass and the 

resultant habitat yields good clear sightings of 

butterflies including Common Blues.  Take another 

short rest at the top and watch the mewing buzzards 

and 'whistling' kites above the steep valley before 

starting on the long woodland section of the 

transect.  Should be some Speckled Woods about and 

the occasional Large or Small White.  After a few 

hundred yards turn sharp right and drop down 

through the trees with a field on our left.  This is 

organically farmed and I saw old-fashioned stooks of 

wheat here in 2013.  Reach the end of the wood by a 

lane.  Lots of tall nettles here so a good chance of 

seeing Red Admirals and Peacocks.  Walk around 

Stony Green Bank, a small meadow which has a very 

friendly seat about half way round it!  This is a 

pleasant little area which is full of flowers much of 

the time and home to a lot of 'meadow' butterflies.  

Now it's down the lane to Hampden Road.  This is 

usually a sparse section but comma, brimstone, small 

tortoiseshell and whites are sometimes about along 

the deciduous hedges on either side of the lane.  Saw 

a stoat here on the first of my 2015 transects. 

 Once on the road I have to be very careful. 

It twists and turns and it's difficult to know which 

side of the road is safest.  Continue to record of 

course, but without much expectation.  After a few 

hundred yards climb over a stile on the left and enter 

a small field, the traverse of which forms section 14 

of the transect.  This is usually a good place for Small 

Skippers.  Over a rickety stile and on across large 

sloping Meadsgarden Field towards the Picnic Site in 

the distance.  In my experience this field, often 

awash with ox-eye daisies, frequently produces the 

largest numbers of recordings on the transect.  If a 

hay cut has not yet been taken then it can be full of 

butterflies with Meadow Browns, Marbled Whites 

and Ringlets the most dominant.  On reaching the 

Picnic Site finalise my paperwork before setting off 

home to produce a fair copy for Sylvia. 

  As you can see the transect is an interesting 

country walk.  If you would like to accompany one of 

our volunteers or indeed be trained to become a 

transect walker yourself then contact Sylvia.  

She would love to hear from you!              John Obee 



Glow-Worm Transects 2014-15 
Now that the 2015 glow-worm transect centred at 

the Picnic Site off Hampden Road is about to end, 

the results for the past two seasons can be reviewed 

and compared.  

June 2014 started with the faint florescent 

glow of the female insect not being seen during the 

first two transects.  However on the 23rd which was 

a still, warm and dry evening the first female glow-

worm of the season was observed on the grass verge 

surrounding the car park.  This sighting was 

particularly pleasing because for two years no 

insects had been spotted in that area of the reserve 

which historically had always supported good 

numbers.  A week later another two female glow-

worms were spotted near the footpath which runs 

the length of the reserve. 

The 7th July was rather uncharacteristic of 

last year’s summer when wind and heavy rain nearly 

prevented the walk taking place.  However just 

before 11 pm the rain cleared and during a very 

slippery transect two more female insects and a male 

were recorded very close to the small oak in the 

centre of the reserve.  During the next transect on 

14th July three more females were sighted, one on 

the road side verge just outside the reserve and the 

other two close to one of the bee orchid cages. 

A week later the two insects previously seen 

near the orchid fence were still glowing.  This was 

something of a surprise because this area is very 

open and one would have thought a perfect location 

for the male to have spotted the light of a female 

insect during the previous few days.  In addition, 

another female was observed close by. 

 On the 28th July no glow-worms were 

recorded but the following week another two 

females were observed on a small bank which is used 

to designate parking spaces in the car park.  

Subsequent transects were carried out on 11th & 18th 

August 2014 when another 5 female glow worms were 

recorded while the last transect of the season on 

Tuesday 26th revealed no additional insects. 

 During the 2014 season an assumption had 

been made that three juvenile insects had been 

photographed.  However during a very informative 

presentation by John Tyler at the Prestwood 

Memorial village hall on 23rd June 2015, John showed 

the group some of the many glow-worm slides he has 

taken over the years.  These included a selection of 

rather gruesome photos of juveniles feasting on 

slugs and snails, which did not resemble the photos 

taken at the reserve and which John subsequently 

identified as wood-lice! 

 

         
         Spot the Difference Woodlouse or Glow-worm larva? 
 

John Tyler mentioned that staff at the Dancersend 

Nature Reserve, in the hope that the reserve’s glow-

worm population will expand, have started to cut 

strips of grass to differing heights.  This land 

management could be implemented at the Prestwood 

reserve particularly in the grassland area next to the 

car park which is now very much overgrown and 

probably no longer an ideal habitat for the insects. 

 No insects were recorded during the two 

2015 transects prior to John’s presentation nor the 

first two in July.  However, on Friday 3rd July during 

the Creatures of the Night event, three insects were 

observed by PN members. 

 The sixth transect of the season on Monday 

20th July took place on an untypically windy evening, 

which was also warm and humid.  Some wet weather 

had preceded the improvement in the weather 

conditions, which could have encouraged the females 

to emerge because twelve insects were recorded 

that evening.  This represents the largest number of 

insects ever observed during transect.  Seven of the 

insects were found glowing across the reserve and 

two more were found underneath the trees just 

before the gate left of the reserve.  The other 

three insects were clustered in a group on the grass 

verge surrounding the carpark. 

 With such good results, three further visits 

to the reserve on consecutive evenings that week 

were publicised and several PN members took the 

opportunity to visit the reserve which was pleasing, 

especially as some had never seen glow-worms 

before. 

 On 22nd July only two of the previous 

evening’s insects were still glowing although three 

new females were seen.  One of these was observed 

on a piece of very short grass next to Swisscot, the 

house next to the reserve.  This individual had to 

compete with a very bright light so it was not 

surprising that it continued to glow for at least 

another six days as it was still showing on 27th July.  

During this particular transect which was rather 

windy and wet under foot, nine insects were spotted 

and these did not include any of the insects seen on 



20th July.  Once again insects were scattered across 

the reserve with one individual seen to be glowing in 

one of the car park spaces. 

 The transect of 3rd August was also warm and 

dry and the temperature that evening was 17°C, the 

warmest of the season.  During that transect six 

females and two males were observed.  Two of the 

females recorded had also been spotted the previous 

week but neither was the individual seen to be 

glowing in the car park. 

 Another two transects have since been 

carried out but with no further sightings. 

 Both the 2014 and 2015 glow-worm transects 

have seen an improvement on the numbers of insects 

recorded in 2013.  This was particularly gratifying as 

insects were once again recorded on the grass verge 

surrounding the car park following the changes to 

the reserve a few years ago.  However 2015 has been 

a record year with 27 glow-worms recorded to date.  

Surprisingly all were spotted during three 

consecutive transects which differs from previous 

seasons where insects tended to appear regularly 

throughout the season.  However, one thing that can 

be reliably said about glow-worms is that each season 

is different, but at least 2015 has been a good year.

     Ian Taylor 
 

Flower Portrait No. 11 
Common broomrape Orobanche minor 
The broomrapes are all parasitic plants with no green 

leaves and no means of manufacturing chlorophyll.  

They rely entirely on attaching their roots to those 

of other plants and sharing some of their resources.   
 

 
                 Common broomrape at Prestwood Picnic Site 

Their appearance can be unpredictable, but they are 

most consistently seen in our area in Middle Way 

field, below Angling Spring Wood.  They are also seen 

regularly at Prestwood Picnic Site. 

Our species is the most widespread in Britain 

and is usually attached to clovers, which are a good 

source of nitrogen.  Other, rarer, species in various 

parts of the country are attached to different 

plants, such as broom and gorse, greater knapweed, 

ivy, wild thyme, yarrow, thistles, ox-tongues, and 

hedge bedstraw. 

 Common broomrape is superficially orchid-

like in its tall spike of flowers, which are tubular and 

some shade of purple on purplish-brown stems.  The 

spikes lengthen as they start flowering successively 

from the base.  They last for some time after 

seeding as stiff spikes of brown flowers, so that 

they can still be spotted late in the year or even into 

the next.  The name means "tuber attached to 

broom", from the Latin rapa "turnip or other root 

crop".  See Members' News for a rare yellow variety 

that was discovered at Middle Way this year. 

 Look out, too, for a rarer relative, toothwort 

Lathraea squamaria, which is a pale yellowish pink and 

grows mostly under hazel.  It has only been seen in 

one place in our area so far, under a hedge at the 

bottom of Kingstreet Lane, Little Missenden.  While 

common broomrape flowers in summer, June to 

September, toothwort is a spring species (April-

May). 
 

 
Toothwort 

If you see any of these unusual plants please let us 

know where it was.            Tony Marshall 

 
Other News 

Creatures of the Night’ event. 
This was a lovely event at Prestwood Local Nature 

Reserve 3rd July with 14 adults and 5 very excited 

children who enjoyed an evening of fun hunting for 

bugs and beasts of the night 

The children started the evening by 

colouring in a bat mask and making a pipe-cleaner bat, 



before going on a bug hunt through the long grass 

where they found crickets, spiders, grasshoppers, 

micro moths and a beautiful Ringlet butterfly. 

 

 
Creatures of the Night        Photo J.Obee 

 

They then helped to mix and distribute some wine 

ropes to attract night flying moths passing through 

the reserve.  Red wine, molasses and hot water were 

mixed together in a bowl, then strips of cloth were 

soaked in the mixture which makes the moths a little 

bit tipsy and extremely docile.  These were then 

draped over branches and bushes on the bank. 

As a treat, Rose the Noctule bat made a 

special (unexpected) appearance and mesmerised 

everyone in her usual way.  She is a long term 

educational bat who was found in Reading 11 years 

ago with an injured wing which unfortunately could 

not be fixed by the vet.  She therefore could not be 

released back to the wild as she would never have 

survived, but rather than being put to sleep, has 

become an ambassador for bats, changing people’s 

perceptions, and helping to dispel some of the myths 

which have given bats a bad name through the 

centuries. 

Within seconds of putting her back in her 

carrying box, getting the bat detectors out, popping 

the batteries in and explaining how they worked, as 

if by magic 2 pipistrelle bats flew straight over the 

top of us right on cue, which was wonderful. They 

continued to dance around the sky, providing us with 

an aerial ballet, whilst they hunted their prey.  
 

     
Magic in a bottle – a Ringlet butterfly        Photos J Hopton 

The evening was completed with the discovery of a 

couple of glow-worms twinkling in the grass close to 

the car park, before everyone went home, tired but 

happy.       Julie Hopton 

Glow-Worm Talk 
At the end of July we were fortunate enough to have 

John Tyler, a local expert on glow-worms to talk to 

us about these rather strange creatures. 

 We learned firstly that they are not worms 

at all but beetles, although it is only the male that 

looks anything like one.  They go through the normal 

stages of development for insects with an egg, larval 

and pupal stage before developing into the imago 

(adult) and reproducing. 

 Eggs are laid in holes and crevices in 

undisturbed ground and they give off a faint glow 

which warns potential predators that they are not 

good to eat.  The eggs hatch into larvae and during 

this stage their preferred food is snails (or 

occasionally slugs) and John gave us very graphic 

descriptions of how they catch and devour their 

prey; I will not go into details here in case you are 

reading this at a meal time!!  Check John’s website 

http://www.johntyler.co.uk/gwfacts.htm if you want 

more information. 

 Another fact we learnt was that the larvae 

are very unpleasant to eat and even robins which 

seem to try anything that moves would not take 

them.  John admitted that he had tried one himself 

and though he survived to tell the tale he could 

understand why no predators want to indulge in a 

meal of glow worm 

 When the larva is big enough, and this may 

take 2 years, they find a safe place to pupate 

(another crevice or hole) and make the change from 

larva to adult.  The male is beetle-like in appearance 

with wings that sit back over his body when not in 

flight; the female remains grub-like in appearance 

and has no wings and cannot travel to look for a mate.  

So the adult male has to fly to find the female - he 

is led to her by the glow she produces to attract him. 

 Hopefully mating will take place within two or 

three nights. Once she has attracted a mate the 

female stops glowing. After mating the male dies and 

the female will lay her eggs before she too dies and 

the cycle starts again. 

 The best time to see glow-worms glowing is 

midsummer, late June to July, usually on grassy 

banks and often on the chalk hillsides that surround 

Prestwood.  You do need to go out fairly late in the 

twilight in order to be able to see the glow which can 

appear quite bright in dark conditions. 

 Volunteers have been monitoring glow worms 

at Prestwood Picnic Site and Hampden Bottom Farm.  

Chalk meadows and hillsides are ideal for glow-

worms, providing plenty of hiding-places.  The 

presence of glow worms is a sign of high biodiversity 

in an area and we are lucky that they can still be 

found on these sites.  Vanessa Rickett 

http://www.johntyler.co.uk/gwfacts.htm


Lambing at Hampden Bottom Farm 
An opportunity arose from a chance remark by Fiona 

Waller to be involved in lambing.  Fiona and husband 

Ian have a flock of around 200 Herdwick sheep at 

Hampden Bottom Farm.  I’ve attended quite a few 

lambing days before, but never been part of the day-

to-day experience of lambing, so I was delighted to 

be given this chance. 

The lambs were expected to arrive from 26 

March onwards, as like humans the ewes are scanned 

and detailed records are kept giving rough due dates. 

In reality the ewes found that the weather wasn’t 

warm enough and they only really started giving birth 

once the warm sunny weather arrived just after 

Easter.  

Plans were duly made to visit the farm, where 

Fiona kindly showed me around.  At Hampden the 

expectant ewes are all kept in one field until after 

they have given birth.  Fiona and Ian regularly check 

to see whether any lambs are likely to be, or have 

been born.  Around 60% give birth to twins.  Each 

evening and first thing in the morning the newly born 

lambs, plus their mums, are taken to a small lambing 

shed where they are placed in pens to spend the next 

24 hours. 
 

 
Herdwick ewe with 2 lambs     Photo J.Smith 
 

This gives the ewe and lambs time together to ensure 

that both are thriving and that they bond properly.  

I was very surprised when I went to stroke what 

looked like a lovely soft furry new-born lamb to 

discover that it was a little bit wet and slimy!  Later 

in the day, once the lamb had been fully cleaned by 

its mother and dried, the lovely soft furry feel was 

there. 

After the ewes and lambs have spent their 

time in the lambing shed they are given a detailed 

check, with the lamb being leg-labelled and the ewe 

being cleaned-up before they are released into the 

field.  Within a short time lambs are exploring, 

having a snooze, soaking up the warm sunny weather 

and frolicking in the field. This instinct to frolic was 

also evident in the new-born lambs in the lambing 

shed.  

        
Lamb with leg tag     Photo JSmith 

 

On our afternoon walk around the field, Fiona 

spotted a ewe displaying a few signs that she may be 

about to give birth, and an hour later when we went 

back, she had delivered a lamb.  She subsequently 

gave birth to a twin.  Another ewe that looked like 

she had decided on a place to give birth, also 

delivered her lamb later that evening. 

The day couldn’t have been better: I really 

appreciated how much time and care is involved in 

lambing.  Although it looks straightforward, a lot of 

time walking, feeding and watering the flock is 

involved, together with good animal husbandry.  It 

was reassuring to know that Fiona and Ian care 

deeply about their sheep and farm, whilst all the time 

considering the needs of wildlife and the natural 

environment.     Jenny Smith 

 

Scything  
Scything very nearly died out in this country after 

the last war but in the last decade has undergone a 

revival.  This increase in popularity has been helped 

by the BBC Poldark series with its association of 

scything and lean, male torsos! 

There is now a Scything Association and 

scything festivals are springing up all over the 

country from the Somerset Levels to Hackney 

Marshes.  Courses are also available. 

Prestwood Nature has been a front-runner, 

owning and using three scythes virtually since we 

started, more than 10 years ago, mostly at Bougs 

Meadow and the orchard.  The scythes we use are 

Austrian and are considered easier to use than the 

traditional English scythe because they are much 

lighter.  As a consequence, they are more popular.   

The scythe handle or snath is curved with 

two adjustable handles on it.  In the past the handle 

would have been made from ash poles to suit the 

height of the owner.  The curved blade must be 

sharpened every five minutes with a whetstone.  

After a period of time the blade must also be 

‘peened’ or hammered to flatten its edge and 

maintain its keenness. 

 

 



Scything          Photo L.Stoner 
 

At one time scythe work was a highly paid male 

monopoly in this country.  Centuries ago the sickle 

was used for harvesting corn which women could do 

as easily as men and be paid the same.  When the 

heavy English scythe took over, women were 

relegated to lower paid jobs such as raking and tying 

and once mechanisation was introduced they were 

excluded entirely.  With the lighter Austrian scythe 

women can now take part on a par with men.  The main 

reason we use scythes in Prestwood Nature is 

because of their environmental benefits but also 

they are cheap to run and very good exercise.  If you 

are interested in having a go, please let us know.

    Lesley Stoner 

 

 

From the Membership Secretary 
We are as usual holding our AGM on the first 

Tuesday in November which this year is the 3rd 

November.  The Council has decided to send out the 

papers by email so that you can print the copies you 

need. This not only saves time and money printing and 

distributing hard copies but is also eco-friendly as I 

am sure that many are consigned very quickly to the 

recycling bin.   

 All the papers will be on the website so you 

can always access them there.  Included in these will 

be the Agenda, Annual Reports on Prestwood Nature 

projects, Minutes of 2014 AGM and, importantly, 

Nomination Form for Membership of the Council. 

 Membership of the Council currently involves 

one evening meeting about every two months. It is 

helpful if Council members are willing to carry out a 

little work between meetings, but that is not a 

requirement.  This year we are keen to recruit PN 

members who are able to bring new ideas to the 

Council and help us to plan for the future. 

 There are vacancies for Chair and Secretary 

and also for 3 ordinary members. If you feel you 

could make a difference to Prestwood Nature by 

joining the Council you can either print and send your 

nomination form when you receive it or bring it along 

to the AGM.  Do feel free to have a chat with any 

Council member or officer (details on back page) to 

find out what we do and how you could help us to 

make Prestwood Nature even better. 

 It can be quite fun and you to get to know 

other members and at the same time help to make a 

difference to the local environment. 

 Please can you make sure that I have your 

email address so that you get the AGM papers? 

      Vanessa Rickett 

 

 
Prestwood Picnic Site in winter 



People and Projects 
Leader 

 

 

Project Other roles 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com   Treasurer 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash Council member 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com   Council member 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Council member 

Kieran Sweeney 868527 keiransweeney@hotmail.com   Council member 

Lesley Stoner 865194 Lesley.stoner14@yahoo.co.uk  Family Activities Secretary 

Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com;  Family Activities Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 Sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk  Butterfly Transect Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.  Surveys/Chalk grassland project Wildlife records 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.  Hedge and Tree Surveys Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.   Membership Sec 
 

Dates for your Diary 
September 
7 Monday 9:30-11:30 Angling Spring Wood Work party including holly and laurel clearance, conversation and 

information sharing.  Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

12 Saturday 10-12 Pollinator Friendly Garden Greenlands Lane general tidying up and getting ready for winter 

Info: admin@prestwoodnature.org 

15 Tuesday Bucks Archaeology tours of Grim’s Ditch excavations 3pm to 6pm 

Info: http://www.prestwoodnature.org/events.html. 

15 Tuesday 19:30 BBOWT Badgers in Bucks and beyond Mike Collard talk  

Info: http://www.prestwoodnature.org/events.html. 

20 Sunday 10-1:00 Boug’s Meadow  

Clearing up after final cut of meadow, general tidying and enjoying the company of other members. Park at the 

Link Road car park  Info: John Obee  

22 Tuesday 19:30-21:30 Angling Spring Wood - Past and Present by John Morris, Chiltern Woodlands 

Project Great Kingshill Village Hall, Missenden Road, High Wycombe.  Info Vanessa Rickett 01494 866516  

October 
11 Sunday 10-1:00 Fungus Foray Little Hampden Woods. Meet at car-park at end of Little Hampden Road 

where the Rising Sun used to be.  10am-1pm.  Joint meeting with Chesham Natural History Group.  Info: Tony 

Marshall 

17 Saturday 10-12 Pollinator Friendly Garden Greenlands Lane general tidying up and getting ready for winter 

Info: admin@prestwoodnature.org 

18 Sunday Priestfield Arboretum open day. Info: http://www.priestfieldarboretum.org.uk/  

November 
1 Sunday 10-1:00 Fungus Foray Atkins and Angling Spring Woods Meet at east end of Lodge Lane, Prestwood, 

at no.49.  Joint meeting with BBOWT.  Info: Tony Marshall 

2 Monday 9:30-11:30 Angling Spring Wood Work party including holly and laurel clearance, conversation and 

information sharing.  Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

3 Tuesday 7.30-9.30pm Prestwood Nature Annual Meeting Prestwood Village Hall.  Talk on Glis glis, the Edible 

Dormouse by Dr Pat Morris 

7 Saturday. 10-1:00 Fungus Foray Priestfield Arboretum, Little Kingshill. Meet at arboretum (limited parking at 

Stony Lane or in Windsor Lane).  Joint meeting with Bucks Fungus Group.  Info: Tony Marshall 

December 
7 Monday 9:30-11:30 Angling Spring Wood Work party including holly and laurel clearance, conversation and 

information sharing.  Info: Hilary Tyrrell 
 

Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org    
Next contribution deadline:  December 31st 2015 please.  Printed by Frank Rickett.  Distributed by Jenny Smith. 
Prestwood Nature Registered Charity No. 1114685        www.prestwoodnature.org  
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