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            Volunteers Needed 
Prestwood Nature is, like many other small local societies, completely run by volunteers.  They give their 

time willingly because they are committed to, and enjoy what they are doing to help improve the local environment.  

However, time is often in short supply, as many of our members are still working for a living and others are retired 

or with family commitments that do not allow them to spend as much time as they would like working with PN.   

This is why although we have many ideas and plans for our various sites we are not always able to progress 

them as quickly as we would like.  Anyone who has a garden knows how quickly nature takes over if you are not 

able to constantly keep on top of it; and this is the same for our sites in Prestwood and Great Missenden.  These 

are Boug’s Meadow in Great Missenden, Kiln Common Orchard and the Pollinator Friendly Garden at Greenlands 

Lane and Sheepwash Pond on Honor End Lane.  We also share the care of Angling Spring Wood with CDC and 

Prestwood Picnic Site with the Chiltern Society 

 What we would like is to ask those members who have an hour or two to spare occasionally to come and 

help us maintain our sites as places which will attract and support wildlife and benefit the whole community.  Get 

in touch with us by filling in the form on the “contacts” page of the Prestwood Nature website or by phoning any 

of the officers whose details are on the back page of the newsletter to see how you can take part in our activities. 

 We are aware that not everyone is in a position to join our work parties and hope that evening meetings 

may be a way that members can meet and take part in PN activities.  Over the past year the Prestwood Nature 

Council has organised evening meetings with talks on Glow-worms, Angling Spring Wood, and the Edible Dormouse 

(Glis glis) that we hoped would be of interest to our members.  They have been well attended and feedback 

suggests that these are events that people enjoy. 

 So for 2016 talks are being planned on a theme of Birds.  Our first talk in March is being given by a local 

bird watcher on the subject of birds of the local area which will be followed by John Obee’s annual bird walk to 

see the birds themselves.  In the summer we are hoping to be able to hear about barn owls and efforts to improve 

their breeding rates.  We expect these talks will be as popular as last year’s so keep your eyes open for dates 

and times on either PN website (www.prestwoodnature.org) or on various community notice boards. 

         Vanessa Rickett Membership Secretary 
 

                                              
John, David & Paul creating wildflower area at Boug’s Meadow       Volunteers needed here!  Kiln Common sign 
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From the Editor  
If there is a theme for this edition it is Apples and 

Volunteering.  Please make 2016 the year in which you 

do one thing with PN, such as join a bird or flower-

walk, attend a work party, listen to a talk and in 

Autumn, reward yourself with an apple from the 

orchard!  Remember to bring a friend along too.   

http://www.prestwoodnature.org/


Members' News 
In the last issue of this newsletter we celebrated 

the discovery of our oldest elms.  This time we have 

to report the largest Apple Tree we have so far 

located.  This was found by George Lewis in the 

roadside hedge at Speen churchyard.  A core sample 

showed it to be over 100 years old.  It is over 45 foot 

high and has a girth of 2.16m.  It was originally part 

of an orchard.  The fruit are quite large and looked 

to me like Bramley's Seedling.  (For an account of the 

difference between "wild" and "crab" apples, see this 

issue's Flower Portrait.) 

 

 
Domestic Apple tree in Speen Churchyard 

 

While I was at the churchyard with George in 

September I took the opportunity of looking at the 

fungi in the part that is kept to long grass.  They 

included quite a few that we do not see all that often 

- Grisette, Bicoloured Deceiver, Grassland puffball, 

Banded mottlegill, and the Snowy Waxcap 

(subspecies ochraceopallida).  It was a good 

assemblage, although nothing to rival our best 

grassland fungi site - the churchyard of Holy Trinity 

in Prestwood.  We visited there in late October as 

part of one of our annual fungus forays (along with a 

party from BBOWT).  Early autumn had seen a good 

variety of fungi but a dry October meant that by 25 

October woodland fungi had all gone over, but the 

churchyard was still full of the colourful waxcap 

fungi that are its glory.  In fact we found a new 

waxcap there this year, which brings the total up 

above the cut-off line that designates nationally 

significant sites, placing it beside just a few dozen 

others across Britain.  Management of the church-

yard has always favoured the waxcaps (short grass, 

cuttings removed), although the mowing has 

sometimes been a bit too severe and is best left off 

in the autumn for a few weeks.  Prestwood Nature 

has provided the church with conservation 

management guidance and we hope that this will 

preserve this valuable site, which is also about the 

last place in our area for acid grassland plants.  It 

shows that nature can thrive in even those places 

that are regularly used by people as long as the 

management takes into account the needs of both.   

 
            Pink Waxcap Prestwood Parish Church Autumn 2015 

 

Uncommon fungi we saw there this year included the 

nationally rare Pink Waxcap (which appears every 

year), Nitrous, Crimson, Citrine, Toasted, Glutinous, 

Fibrous, Slimy and Oily Waxcaps (what a wonderful 

suite of names!), the Pinkgills Entoloma chalybaeum 
var. lazulinum and E. serrulatum, the Webcap 

Cortinarius decipiens, the Bonnets Mycena 
clavicularis and M. rorida, and Cystoderma carcharias 

under the large yew tree (the first time we have 

found this species, which does not have an English 

name but in Polish is known as Erõsszagú 
szemcsésõzlábgomba).  Another species survives at 

Holy Trinity, although it should never be there at all 

- the plant Spring Cinquefoil, which is a rare British 

native that only grows (normally) on limestone far 

away from the Chilterns.  It was introduced by a 

person tending one of the graves (although how this 

happened is unclear, as this plant is not usually sold 

in garden centres) and found the limestone chippings 

placed on the grave to its liking.  The grave was then 

cleared a couple of years ago and covered with acid 

slates and it seemed this out-of-place plant was 

finally gone.  But no, I found some plants still growing 

around the edge of the grave this year, ignoring the 



rule-books and everything man could throw at it, such 

is the resilience of nature.  It has a pretty little 

yellow flower similar to the acid-loving Tormentil 

growing nearby, but comes into bloom, as its name 

suggests, much earlier. 

 We had three fungus trips this year.  All 

were a little late given the mild weather and early 

rains, but we still found some interesting species in 

small quantities.  At Little Hampden Common and 

Hampdenleaf Wood we collected Clitocybe 
houghtonii, Cortinarius amoenolens, C. caninus, 
Hebeloma sinapizans (Bitter poisonpie), Lactarius 
fluens, Mycena clavularis and Tricholoma colembetta 

(Blue spot knight), none of which had more than two 

prior records, while Yellowing curtain crust (Stereum 
subtomentosum) was a first record for Prestwood 

Nature.  Priestfield Arboretum had even fewer fungi 

(the mowing regime is unfortunately unsuitable) but 

still turned up four first records - Lindtneria 
leucobryophila, Mycena abramsii, M. capillaripes, M. 
cinerella all identified by Penny Cullington of the 

Bucks Fungus Group. 

 Meanwhile the indefatigable George Lewis 

searched Longfield Wood and brought back a number 

of interesting species including Sepia Webcap, 

Blotched Woodwax, Bicoloured Deceiver, Egghead 

Mottlegill, and our first Mycena flavescens; and Val 

Marshall found Blotched Woodwax along Grim's 

Dyke and Inky Mushroom along Broombarn Lane.  

Other first records were Fatal Dapperling and Bitter 

Beech Bolete on Prestwood Common, and the 

chanterelle Cantharellus ferruginascens in Peterley 

Wood (this last a Red Data Book species).  For the 

mycologist our area really is paradise, and if some 

species are a challenge to identify, there are plenty 

that are readily recognisable and a joy to behold, like 

the Green Elf-cup found by the Van Oostrum family    

 

         
Green Elf cap 

 

on our Little Hampden foray, which colours the wood 

in which it grows blue, or the Saffron-drop Bonnet 

(Jenny Smith's favourite) found on most of our 

trips, which drips bright orange sap that stains the 

fingers. 

 The autumn season is always dominated by 

toadstools, but there were a few other records of 

note.  Among late-summer flowers, Imperforate 

St.John's-wort continues to thrive and expand in its 

little group at Prestwood Picnic Site, far away from 

any other colony of this plant.  We found a new clump 

of Devil's-bit Scabious at Great Hampden and Tansy 

along Orchard Lane, while Val found a good colony of 

Betony by Grim's-Dyke.  Yet another new plant 

appeared in Jeanette Hedley's garden, the North 

American Ragweed Ambrosia artemisifolia, which 

clearly came from fallen bird-seed.  While searching 

among the common and fragrant agrimonies at 

Prestwood Picnic Site, in connection with research 

for the latest section of the Chiltern Flora on the PN 

website, I came across a plant with infertile seed and 

intermediate characters, the unusual hybrid 

between the two, Agrimonia x wirtgenii. 
 With a mild autumn a few insects were still 

around.  At Flowers Bottom, Speen, where I was 

looking for galls on the abundant rest-harrow (again 

for the on-line Flora) I found many of the plants had 

conspicuous bright green nymphs and the less 

colourful adults of the plant-bug Gampsocoris 
punctipes.  The sticky knopper gall that has become 

common in the last decade on oak acorns has now 

been joined by a relative, also from abroad, Andricus 
grossulariae which forms different galls on the 

acorn-cups, giving them fleshy tendrils like 

something from Doctor Who.  George Lewis saw the 

largest British hoverfly Volucella zonaria in his 

garden, this being another species becoming more 

frequent with global warming.  He also spotted a 

White Ermine Moth, a UK Biodiversity Priority 

Species, as is the Knot Grass Moth, whose 

caterpillars Val found on Garden Lady's-mantle at 

the PN Wildlife Garden.  Mandy Cotton had 

Hummingbird Hawkmoth in her garden on Nairdwood 

Lane - an immigrant species which does not seem to 

have been very common this year.  (At the same time 

Mandy saw in the field behind her house, following a 

plough, 30 kites, 70 jackdaws and 14 magpies!) 

 Last but not least, a Tree-creeper visited our 

garden in October, thoroughly working over the 

trunk of our maturing birch tree, the first I have 

seen there for several years.  It seems to be one of 

the less common of the tree species, compared to 

Nuthatch (a regular this year on our bird-seeds), 

Great Spotted and Green Woodpeckers, although no-

one has mentioned seeing Lesser Spotted 

Woodpecker for many a year now and it seems to be 

the least common of all.  (But perhaps one of you 

birders will prove me wrong!) 

            Tony Marshall 
 



Project News 
A Walk and Talk in Angling Spring Wood. 
On a very cold Saturday morning in November 2015, 

16 people gathered in Angling Spring Wood for a walk 

and talk by John Morris, Director, Chilterns 

Woodland Project.  The walk covered many areas of 

the woods, which is over 40 acres in size, and was 

most interesting and informative. 

Many subjects were discussed, and John 

explained his approach to the management and 

conservation of the woods.  He pointed out the 

various tree species, and the damage caused by 

squirrels, Glis glis, and to a lesser extent, deer.  A 

brief history of the woods was covered; and the 

evidence of old sawpits and small quarries were 

pointed out to the group.  John also explained why 

Angling Spring Wood was classified as ancient 

woodland, which interestingly is not based on the age 

of the trees.  The management of the woods to date, 

which includes the work undertaken by Prestwood 

Nature, was explained.  John mentioned that three 

new species of butterfly had been identified as a 

result of that management. 

The area identified for the planting of 50 

small trees in December 2015 to commemorate the 

50th anniversary of the Chilterns becoming an AONB, 

was pointed out.  The 50 trees consist of 40 Broad 

Leaf Lime trees and 10 Wild Service trees.   

 Lastly, John explained the future 

management plans for Angling Spring Wood and the 

economics of the felling and removal of timber in the 

current market.  During the walk John identified 

many tasks for the volunteer groups such as 

Prestwood Nature, and these will occupy the work 

parties for several years. 
 

 
              Official party and PN volunteers planting in ASW 

 

(On Wednesday 16th December 2015 the tree 

planting ceremony took place in ASW.  To mark the 

occasion Lord Carrington, former Foreign Secretary 

and Bucks resident and the Lord Lieutenant of 

Buckinghamshire, Sir Henry Aubrey-Fletcher, each 

planted a tree in a new grove in the wood.  Some 

Prestwood Nature volunteers and other guests 

planted 50 more trees.  The ceremony finished at 

Angling Spring Farm with a light lunch.)  

               Hilary Tyrell 

Winter in the Pollinator-friendly garden 
Some people may find the Pollinator Friendly Garden 

in Prestwood rather uninteresting at this time of 

year but, look closely and you will find a lot of 

interesting colour. 

Gone are the bright reds and yellows of the 

summer flowers and the vivid greens of the foliage 

but these have been replaced by gold of the grasses 

flanking the entrance,  the bronze of the teasel 

heads and the dark browns of the old buddleia 

flowers. 

 

 
Golden grasses 

 

 
Bronze teasel heads 

 

          
          Dark brown buddleia   All Photos Frank Rickett 

      Frank Rickett 



Kiln Common Pollinator-Friendly Garden and 

Orchard  
On Saturday 12th September Tina Hillas held one of 

her occasional sessions to tidy up the pollinator-

friendly garden on Kiln Common.  Although, this was 

the start of autumn I was surprised and delighted to 

see how splendid it looked.  The garden was full of 

mature plants and various flowers still in bloom.  

Prestwood Nature’s efforts to establish a pollinator 

friendly garden have been realised.  The plants 

include primroses, achilleas, asters, scabious, 

teasels, orpine and Michaelmas daisies. The features 

include a fairly substantial bug hotel for numerous 

insects and a small pond (a frog was spotted by one 

of our group in it) and a buddleia for the butterflies. 

Together with a small garden bench, this makes a 

lovely setting for passing visitors to sit and quietly 

relax. 

We had the relatively easy task of dead-

heading and taking out the flowers/plants that had 

passed their best.  In order to stop the spread of 

the more vigorous flowers, like teasels, their dead 

heads are taken off site to be either composted or 

collected along with household garden waste.  The 

garden did look a bit bare after we had finished. 

However, this is getting it ready for the winter 

months.  A second session was held in October to 

complete the task after the remaining flowers had 

died back.  

Nowadays, the garden requires the regular 

mowing of the lawn during the growing season, with a 

couple of sessions in both the autumn and spring 

months for weeding, dead-heading and tidying.  This 

is when a small group of us get together to carry out 

the necessary upkeep.  It’s very rewarding to finally 

see the garden maturing after a lot of hard work by 

many volunteers over the years.  It now 

demonstrates a pollinator friendly garden taking into 

account other aspects of nature.  

 

 
Pollinator-friendly garden September 2015 Photo Jenny Smith 

 

Whilst at the common I took a look at the Orchard: 

this too improves each year.  Numerous trees had 

ripening fruit and I came across the beautiful 

Polecat Hazel Pear, with its gorgeous reddish 

colouring and firm look.  Hanging from another tree 

quite distinctly were the deep burgundy Stewkley 

Plums looking very tempting and on another were 

numerous Randalls Cooker Apples ready for picking.  

This orchard is now established with a variety of 

local fruit trees, thereby helping to preserve them 

for the future.  
 

 

 
Stewkley Red Plum photo Jenny Smith 

 

  
Polecat Hazel pear and English Codlin apple Photos Jenny Smith 
      

These two sites would not be possible without the 

kind permission and approval of Great Missenden 

Parish Council and the site owner Stoke Mandeville 

and Other Parishes Charity. 

Our thanks go to Tina Hillas as project 

manager for the garden, as Tina would like to hand 

over this responsibility to someone else. So if you 

would like to be involved, or wish to find out more 

about either of these sites please contact us via 

admin@prestwoodnature.org. 

Jenny Smith 
 

 

  

 

mailto:admin@prestwoodnature.org


Flower Portrait No. 12 
Crab Apple Malus sylvestris 
Most people refer to the frequent apples that make 

a vibrant splash with their pink-and-white flowers in 

our hedgerows in spring as "crab apples".  While 

welcome, both for their blossom and their fruit 

(suitable, especially with other fruits and herbs, for 

jellies and chutneys), these are more properly called 

"wild apples", as they are descendants of domestic 

apples, either from discarded cores or as survivals 

from old orchards.  Domestic apples were developed 

from a larger-fruited Eurasian apple Malus pumila.  

Orchard survivals keep their original fruit, although 

they may degenerate as the tree ages.  Those 

growing from seed have smallish, rather sour, apples. 

   We do, however, also have a native apple, the 

proper Crab, Malus sylvestris, which has very small, 

very sour fruit.  It also grows in hedgerows but is 

now very rare.  Of many reports of Crab Apple that 

I have checked around our area, I have only been 

able to confirm one as genuine Crab.  Fortunately, it 

is available for anyone to view, as it grows at Boug's 

Meadow, just behind the fence on the north side.  It 

may well be descended from trees common there in 

the days of Missenden Abbey, which owned this land 

before the Dissolution.  Some of the new hedges 

planted there by PN are supposed to contain "crab-

apple", but it remains to be seen, when they flower, 

whether this is really so - one cannot always trust 

the designations of commercial growers.  "Native 

hazels" planted beside the car park turned out to be 

hybrids with a European species! 

The Crab is not easy to tell from self-seeded 

domestic apples.  Apart from very small fruit, the 

trunk and older branches may have thorns, although 

these are often infrequent and have to be searched 

for.  The best way is to examine the tree in flower.  

The stalks and calyces below the petals are 

completely hairless, whereas domestic apples always 

have downy stalks.  The leaves of both species are 

hairy underneath when young, but those of the Crab 

soon become completely hairless, while domestic 

apples always keep some hairs beneath, at least along 

the main veins. 

 The Crab was popular in the past for jellies, 

as its acidity allows it to set readily. The name also 

derives from this acidity – e.g. a person of sour 

disposition is often described as "crabbed", deriving 

from old Norse words for "sharp" and "scrape".  In 

one Swedish dialect the wild apple is still known as 

skrabba.  The identity of the word with that of the 

sea-creature is also no accident - it refers to the 

sharp scraping claws. 

 

 

 
Crab apple flower-stalks & leaves are hairless 

 

 
Crab-apples are very small 

               Tony Marshall 

Other News 
Bees in Winter 
Honey bees should at this time of year, when 

temperatures are low and weather inclement, be 

clustering together to keep warm in the middle of 

the hive.  They lower the hive temperature so they 

do not need much energy to survive and only rarely 

venture outside to obey the call of nature.  They use 

their winter stores very slowly because their 

requirements are small. 

However, this year with temperatures well 

above average for the time of year we are seeing the 

bees in our hives flying out on any dry day and coming 

back with loads of pollen.  This is a sign that the 

queen is laying as the pollen is needed to feed the 

young bees. Because of all this activity the bees are 

using up the winter stores that should have lasted 

them until the spring when the spring flowers will 

start to provide nectar again. 



In a managed hive the beekeepers will feed 

their bees to make sure that they have enough food 

to survive the winter but wild bees may well use up 

all their stores before spring and the colony may not 

have enough food to survive. 

Queen bumble bees which should be 

hibernating at this time of year may be confused by 

the high temperatures and come out of hibernation 

and start looking for nest sites.  They will be using 

up the fat deposits in their bodies which should have 

lasted until the spring when forage becomes 

available. 

We shall wait and see what January and 

February bring in the way of weather and hope the 

bees will be able adapt to the conditions.  

                  Vanessa Rickett  

 

The Edible Dormouse – Dr Pat Morris 

 

 
Taking liberties Glis glis 

 

Members were treated to an informative and 

entertaining talk by Dr Pat Morris on the Edible 

Dormouse, Glis glis, a protected pest.  Dr Morris 

drew on his experience and study of the alien 

dormouse, which he has based on observations and 

measurements of dormice in Hockeridge Wood nest 

boxes.  These creatures were first introduced into 

this country and this area (Tring) by Lord Rothschild 

in 1902, and for the first 20 years were no problem, 

but they are increasingly becoming a pest in the 

Chilterns especially when they invade houses and 

attics. As Glis glis is protected in Europe, there are 

bans on killing it here too, but here it is an alien 

species, and consequently there are also bans on 

releasing Glis glis into the countryside.  There are 

thought to be 10-30,000 Edible Dormice in the 

Chilterns area, but because it is not yet spread 

throughout the country, there is no funding for 

further study.   Nevertheless Dr Morris’s work has 

revealed some interesting facts about the behaviour 

and distribution of the Edible Dormouse, such as 

that it generally hibernates from October to May, 

necessitating frantic feeding and fattening for 5 

months of the year.  Also, its sleep may be extended 

throughout a second summer when beech mast is 

sparse.  Some individuals have been recorded as 

living at least 10 years, a remarkable survival time 

for such a small creature.  Food and fattening are 

very important as the Edible Dormouse hibernates 

without bedding materials in holes in soil, and may be 

there for up to 15 months if the second year is a light 

beech mast year.   Dr Morris was greatly appreciated 

for his stimulating information and perceptive study. 

     Val Marshall 

Conservation Grazing 
As anyone who has helped out on a conservation scrub 

bashing work party will know nature sites are in a 

continual state of development. Grassland if left 

unmanaged will develop into scrub with brambles and 

small woodland shrubs which later allow tree saplings 

to establish. As they grow they shade out some of 

the smaller plants and copses start to develop and 

gradually your lovely chalk grass land is a habitat of 

ash saplings and dogwood, while Chiltern gentians, 

orchids and other flora are lost to the record books. 

To help to keep this under control you can mow and 

cut the grassland at the end of each summer once 

the seeds have dropped but on a site like the 

Prestwood Picnic Site our Local Nature Reserve 

which is steep, mechanical cutting is not possible. 

Fortunately there is an alternative. At Hampden 

Bottom Farm we have a flock of Herdwick Sheep.  

 

 
Herdwicks at Prestwood Picnic Site 

They are used to living on poor quality grasses in 

Cumbria and therefore they are well suited to 

conservation grazing the chalk grasslands in the 

Chilterns. We take our sheep to two sites managed 



by the Chiltern Society – Kop Hill and the Picnic Site. 

Part of the flock is introduced at the end of 

September and they are checked on a daily basis by 

local stock watchers who form a rota and also by us 

to make that they are healthy and that they are not 

overgrazing the area. 

While the sheep are on the nature reserves 

they will happily munch their way through brambles, 

dogwood, hazel, knapweeds and grasses. Over about 

a month at Kop Hill and a couple of weeks at the 

Picnic site the sheep will reduce the scrub to a level 

that we have agreed with the Chiltern Society and 

then they are removed until the following year. 

Sheep are an integral part of maintaining the 

landscape that we enjoy locally but like everything 

the balance is important to get right so that the hills 

are not overgrazed but too little and the scrub 

encroaches and we lose some important species. 

    Fiona Waller 
 

PN BUTTERFLY TRANSECT 2015 
Weather conditions were suitable for butterflies in 

22 of the 26 weeks available from 1 April to 30 

September, providing less coverage than in 2014, due 

to frequent periods of cool rainy weather throughout 

the summer.  The total of individuals seen flying was 

slightly up on last year and the second best total 

since we started in 2006.  The number of different 

species, however, was below average.  Those species 

only seen in small numbers are particularly affected 

by poor weather, so that butterflies like brown 

argus, green hairstreak and silver-washed fritillary 

were not seen on the transect in 2015 (although 

there were a few other records of them).  Numbers 

seen on any one walk varied from 2 (4 May) to 746 (1 

July), with eight weeks yielding over 100 (as usual, 

late June to early August).  Conditions were 

particularly favourable on 1 July, with the highest 

temperature of any transects (28ºC) and clear skies 

throughout (some cloud was around on all the other 

walks). 

 As always the most numerous species was 

Meadow Brown with 1,277 (even higher than 2014), 

this species dominating the totals from late June 

(not as early as last year, but earlier than average) 

to early September.  This butterfly accounted for 

nearly 45% of all sightings, slightly above the 

average over the life of transect.  Interestingly, the 

numbers of all other species was the second highest 

total in ten years, only exceeded in 2014, a trend 

that tends to be masked by the dominance of 

meadow brown. 

 For the first time, our second most numerous 

species was the Marbled White with an 

unprecedented 507 individuals, on top of its previous 

best showing of 193 in 2014, showing continuous 

improvement since its doldrums in 2011-12.  Such 

changes are often cyclical in response to disease 

vectors, but in this case it may well have been 

assisted by the availability of long grass later into 

the season, for this is the plant on which it must lay 

its eggs and which the caterpillars need.  That this 

is a likely cause is supported by above average 

numbers for all our "browns", all of which are grass-

feeders (meadow and hedge browns, ringlet, small 

heath and speckled wood).  In fact Ringlet and Hedge 

Brown (Gatekeeper) were our third and fourth most 

frequent butterflies in 2015.  The skippers also use 

grass and numbers of Small/Essex Skipper were 

above average, too, although the Large Skipper 

continued the poor showing it has had for ten years 

now.  In fact, its numbers were no more than those 

for the Dingy Skipper, which has always been 

recognised as uncommon.  Will the large skipper be 

the next loss from our local fauna altogether? 

 Large White was our fifth commonest 

species, but its numbers this year were below 

average, along with Small and Green-veined Whites 

and Orange-tip.  In sixth place, however, was the 

Brimstone which had another good showing, almost 

as high as last year's ten-year peak.  This is another 

butterfly that may be subject to cyclical population 

numbers, however, so its current prominence may not 

be continued long.  The Common Blue seems to be 

similar, with sudden high peaks in 2010 and 2014, but 

a below-average performance this year.  The Holly 

Blue has always been very cyclical, but it appears to 

be in a population-building stage at the moment, with 

an increase on 2014 and above-average numbers, 

although it should get much more frequent next year. 

 The colourful "nymphalids" had a mixed 

showing.  Peacock and Comma had a relatively poor 

year, but Small Tortoiseshell had a fairly good 

showing (second highest in ten years), having 

recovered from a new disease which so decimated 

numbers that we saw none at all on transect in 2010 

and there were fears we would lose it altogether.  As 

for the immigrants, Painted Lady and Red Admiral, 

there was a good influx of the former into the 

country in the spring and we counted 9 (which is quite 

good given that in most years we see none at all) but 

weather later in the year was unfavourable; the 

latter never really got going at any stage and we only 

saw 2 all summer.  

Last year the prize for "butterfly of the 

year" went to Marbled White for its sudden surge in 

numbers and, after its even more meteoric rise this 

year, we cannot help but to declare this to be the 

butterfly of 2015 as well.  If it makes it three years 



running then it will have become as common as 

meadow brown in 2016! 

 

 
Marbled White on Greater Knapweed 

 

That would be a turn-up, but I will be surprised if it 

happens! The species of butterflies and their 

frequencies change markedly through the year, as is 

evident to all our volunteer walkers, who cannot all 

draw the long straw of the balmy July peak.  This 

year it was a warm early spring and we had an 

unprecedented total of 59 sightings on the first walk 

on 7 April.  These were dominated by the over-winter 

hibernators - Small tortoiseshell, Brimstone and 

Peacock, accompanied by a number of early-arrival 

Painted Ladies.  Less good weather followed and 

numbers were down in May and most of June, when 

the best that could be managed was a total of 28 and 

even the peacocks were rare.  Things did not improve 

until the last week in June, just in time for the 

summer fliers, and up to the first week in August 

populations were dominated by hundreds of meadow 

browns and marbled whites (the latter even 

exceeding the meadow browns on 5 July when the 

weather had a temporary downturn), with good 

numbers of ringlets and, from mid-July, hedge 

browns.  Then the dreadful August weather struck 

and there was nothing very interesting to report 

from there on, with a maximum total of 57 on an 

exceptionally nice day in mid-September (mostly 

Speckled Woods and second-brood Common Blues). 

Tony Marshall 
 

Value our Verges 
The management of road verges in our area could 

become the subject of local consultation in the near 

future.  At present verges in the 30mph areas are 

mowed 6 times a year by contractors from Transport 

for Bucks.  The mowing regime pays little regard to 

the plants present in the verge, to long-term 

management needs, or to the vagaries of the British 

weather.  Cuttings are never removed.  There are 

however some cost benefits from having contractors 

who have machinery and a large workforce with 

county-wide experience. 

 On the other hand a locally sourced 

contractor could perhaps be more open to 

suggestions such as the Plantlife guidelines as to 

frequency and timing of cutting, preservation of 

wildflower-rich verges, removal of cuttings, and 

responsiveness to local conditions.  This would not 

necessarily be more costly per household, but could 

provide environmental benefits. 

 As natural habitats are still being lost in the 

wider countryside, road verges are often becoming 

the last refuge for many plants and wildlife, including 

some that are in danger of being lost altogether.  Our 

verges are important for such flowers as lady’s 

smock, meadow cranesbill, dark mullein, crosswort, 

and many others.  Sensitively maintained they also 

add colour, interest, and popular enjoyment. 

 When it comes to the consultation, how will 

you decide?            Val  Marshall 
 
 
 
 

From the Membership Secretary 

Well it is that time of year again when your 

membership comes up for renewal and to that end a 

Renewal Form is enclosed/attached with this 

newsletter. You will be pleased to hear that the 

subscription remains at £8 which covers everyone 

living in the same household. 

 We should be grateful if you would consider 

paying your subscription by a direct transfer into the 

Prestwood Nature bank account.  Since the closure 

of the Lloyds bank branch in Great Missenden, paying 

cheques into our account has become more time-

consuming.  All officers and council members are 

volunteers, happily giving up their own time to run the 

society, but any way in which members can help with 

administrative tasks means that more time is 

available to manage our various sites and organise 

and run events. 

Details of the bank account are to be found 

on the Renewal Form and it is helpful, particularly if 

any of your details have changed, that a copy of the 

form is sent to me either by post to Fairholme, Perks 

Lane, Prestwood, HP16 or by email to 

membership@prestwoodnature.org.  If your details 

remain the same just let me know that you have paid 

your subscription – no need to return the form. 

     Vanessa Rickett 
        

 

mailto:membership@prestwoodnature.org


 

 

 

People and Projects 

 
Leader 

 

 

Project Other roles 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com   Treasurer 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash Council member 

Hilary Tyrrell  tyrellkhornbeam@aol.com  Angling Spring Wood  

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com   Secretary 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Council member 

Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com  Family Activities Council member 

Kieran Sweeney 868527 keiransweeney@hotmail.com   Council member 

Lesley Stoner 865194 Lesley.stoner14@yahoo.co.uk  Family Activities Council member 

Ross McVean 890229 ross871@hotmail.co.uk   Council member 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.  Surveys/Chalk grassland project Wildlife records 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.  Hedge and Tree Surveys Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.   Membership Sec 
 
 

 
Roadside plants: Corky fruited water dropwort outside Giles Gate, red-deadnettle Hampden Rd, daisy Lodge Lane 

Dates for your Diary 
January  
17 Sunday 10-1:00 Prestwood Nature Reserve Work party litter picking, scrub control general tidying of 

Picnic Site (Info: PN website) 

February  
1 Monday 9:30-11:30 Angling Spring Wood Work party including holly and laurel clearance, conversation and 

information sharing.  Meet Martinsend Lane entrance  Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

March 
7 Monday 9:30-11:30 Angling Spring Wood Work party including holly and laurel clearance, conversation and 

information sharing.  Meet Martinsend Lane entrance  Info: Hilary Tyrrell 

22 Tuesday 7.30 -9.30pm  Birds of the Chilterns Talk by Peter Symonds at Great Missenden Memorial Hall 

Info: Vanessa Rickett  

April 

3 Sunday Bird walk Little Missenden to Shardeloes Info: John Obee  

May 

2 May Day Monday  Wildflower walk 2:00pm to 4:00pm  Info Tony Marshall 

8 Bougs Meadow Work party 10:00am – 1:00pm Info: John Obee 

 

 

Up-to-date information about events and activities may be obtained from www.prestwoodnature.org   

 

 Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org    
Next contribution deadline:  June 12t 2016please.                                                  Printed by David Page  Distributed by Jenny Smith. 
Prestwood Nature Registered Charity No. 1114685        www.prestwoodnature.org  
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