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Open Letter to Parish Councillors from Prestwood Nature (August 2016)             
Prestwood Nature understand that Great Missenden Parish Council is currently reviewing potential sites for 

future car parking capability in Great Missenden and that the land that we manage, adjoining the Link Road car 

park, is part of your deliberations.  We are very concerned about this proposal and the purpose of this letter is 

to provide you with information about the site and the work being done there. 

Prestwood Nature have been developing and managing the site known as Boug’s Meadow for 10 years in 

accordance with a comprehensively documented plan agreed with the owners of the land, Chiltern District Council 

(CDC).  They had deemed the site unsuitable for a car park because of intermittent flooding by the River 

Misbourne. After a public meeting in Great Missenden in 2005 we were asked to go ahead with what has become 

a long-term project for us.  We liaise with David Stowe at CDC.   

So far we have invested approximately £6000 and 3000 hours of voluntary labour in our efforts to 

convert what was a thoroughly derelict site into a public, wildlife-friendly amenity which is enjoyed by many 

members of the community.  It is also of historical interest; a survey by the Amersham Archaeological Society 

revealed, amongst other things, a 60 yard section of wagon road leading to Missenden Abbey.  

Our financial investment has been met by generous grants from stakeholders including the Chilterns 

Conservation Board, Chiltern District Council, the Woodland Trust, Great Missenden Revitalisation Group and the 

Great Missenden Rotary Club.  This money has been used to fence and hedge the site, plant hundreds of trees, 

put in two oak benches and a table, sow wildflowers, install nest boxes and buy tools.  We were recently invited 

to apply for a significant environmental support grant for Boug’s Meadow from the regional branch of the Co-

operative Society and await the result of our application, expected in the next few weeks. 

Prestwood Nature’s work at Boug’s Meadow was a principle reason that we were given the coveted Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service in 2010.  We understand that this award is the only one where Her Majesty 

personally selects the small group from a short list provided by her county Lord Lieutenants’ offices across the 

country. The presentation of the award to Prestwood Nature by the Lord Lieutenant in 2010 was widely reported 

in the County press and brought good publicity to the Parish. 

We understand there is a need to provide additional car parking in Great Missenden nevertheless we 

would ask you to consider the past history and current environmental benefits that this area provides in the 

middle of your busy village. We are very active at the site and as its managers we would ask that you keep 

Prestwood Nature informed (admin@prestwoodnature.org) so that we in turn can advise our stakeholders of 

events.    

Considerable detail of our work at the site can be found on our website www.prestwoodnature.org and you 

are welcome to visit Boug’s Meadow at any time to see for yourself what a great amenity the meadow now provides 

for the Parish.      Sincerely, Jenny Smith, Secretary 
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From the Editor  
This is my handover edition – the last of 12 years of 

editing the Newsletter – it is time for a change of 

editor but the message will still be the same.  Enjoy 

the natural environment, volunteer to support PN’s 

work, but most of all share your enthusiasm and 

sightings so we can all learn from each other. 

 

 

http://www.prestwoodnature.org/


Members' News 

Two of our members are neighbours in Perks 

Lane and both regularly submit important 

records to us, so that their names are familiar 

in this column - George Lewis and Peter Daltry.  

They have the advantage over many of us in that 

their gardens are on a steep chalk slope rising 

to Longfield Wood and include large areas of 

unimproved grassland.  Before the building of 

the houses along Perks Lane in the 1930s this 

was part of a large swathe of chalk grassland 

along the east side of the Hampden Road valley, 

below ancient woodland on the clay tops, that 

once ran all the way from Hughenden to 

Hangings Lane, including Prestwood Picnic Site.  

These grasslands before the Second World 

War were thick with orchids and other flowers 

that would have rivalled any modern-day nature 

reserve.  (We have evidence for this from a 

dissertation by the late Winifred Peedle, a 

Prestwood-born teacher, who knew this area in 

the early 20th century.)  Many of these orchids 

are now gone - George Lewis saw the last Man 

Orchids in Bucks here during the 1960s.  While 

the Picnic Site is an important relic of these 

grasslands, the best areas for the orchids were 

unfortunately the slopes of the side-valley that 

is now Perks Lane, all now covered by housing.  

George's and Peter's gardens are the only ones 

where the native grassland has been allowed to 

survive. 

 

 
Hybrid orchid 

 

Between them they have many more species of 

orchid (7) than the Picnic Site (3)!  They are 

Pyramidal Orchid, Common Spotted Orchid 

(including the rare white unspotted variety), 

Southern Marsh Orchid, White Helleborine, 

Common Twayblade, Bee Orchid, and Early 

Purple Orchid (last seen 2004), along with other 

chalk grassland flowers like Adder's-tongue 

Fern, Clustered Bellflower, Cowslip, Hairy Violet 

and Chiltern Gentian.   

I was invited to Peter's garden on 30 

June to see a wonderful display of these plants, 

with a large colony of Common Spotted and 

Southern Marsh orchids growing among 

Clustered Bellflowers and Ox-eye Daisies.  He 

was particularly excited by several particularly 

vigorous specimens which he thought were the 

hybrid between those two orchids, Dactylorhiza 
x grandis, and I am inclined to agree. 

  

 
Longhorn beetle Photo Peter Daltry 

 

With these natural flower communities 

come, of course, many other creatures.  In the 

last three months to the end of August, George 

and Peter reported: Glow-worm, Slow-worm, 

Great Crested Newt, Painted Lady, Silver-

washed Fritillary, Dark Bush-cricket, Hornet, 

Agapanthia villosoviridescens (a large longhorn 

beetle with an iridescent sheen and huge 

striped antennae), Southern Hawker 

dragonflies (a mass emergence of over a dozen 

from Peter's small pond on 2 August), and a Lime 

Hawk-moth caterpillar.   



 

 
Southern Hawker dragonfly 

 

(Incidentally, the Leopard Moth caterpillar 

inside an ash log reported by George in the last 

newsletter is still happily munching away and, 

like Peter Pan, showing no signs yet of pupating 

and becoming adult.  Watch this space!)  It is 

interesting that Peter Daltry's dragonflies 

waited until a relatively late date to emerge, 

while a similar mass emergence (9) of the same 

species from Sylvia Bennett's pond occurred 

over 18-19 July.  Something must trigger all the 

dragonflies to emerge at the same time at any 

one pond, although that date varies between 

ponds. 

 Before leaving orchids, it is worth noting 

that Val Marshall found two new sites - one was 

for Pyramidal Orchid at the corner of 

Prestwood High Street and Nairdwood Lane, 

and the other for a Violet Helleborine by Green 

Lane (where a hedgerow had been newly 

coppiced).  Violet Helleborine has also had a 

good year in Lawrence Grove Wood (I counted 

19 spikes) and Broad-leaved Helleborine was 

flowering well among Harebells in Hatches 

Wood.  Both these colonies are regularly 

monitored by George Lewis. 

 On the whole butterflies have had a poor 

year.  The report of Painted Ladies above by 

both George and Peter were the only ones we 

received.  The only Small Tortoiseshells seen 

were by myself at Hildreths Garden centre on 

28 June until the August Bank Holiday, when 

they were to be seen all around Prestwood.  

Apart from Perks Lane, the only Silver-washed 

Fritillaries were in Longrove Plantation, 

Hughenden, where Val and I watched a group of 

about half a dozen sporting in a sunlit glade.  

  

 
Silver-washed fritillary on Buddleia 

 

A solitary Purple Emperor paid a visit to a 

chicken-pen (they have a predilection for 

defecation sites) in Christine Hoskins's garden.  

There was no report of Red Admiral at all until 

30 August when a perfect fresh specimen came 

to my garden buddleia.  Bucking the trend, 

however, were the Holly Blues, which have had a 

good year, hardly ever absent from my garden 

and seen all over the place.  (These observations 

pretty much follow patterns observed 

nationwide this year.  More details will come in 

the next newsletter when we provide our annual 

report from the Butterfly Transect.) 

 We expect change and chance 

encounters when it comes to creatures, but 

plants are pretty much stuck in the same place, 

aren't they?  Well, no, particularly when it 

comes to annual species, whose movements can 

be interesting to follow.  Our poppies are very 

much prone to come and go.  Most of the red 

ones are Common Poppies, but very occasionally 

other species "crop up".  Jenny Smith noticed a 

Long-headed Poppy at Boug's Meadow for the 

first at the beginning of June and I came across 

a Yellow-juiced Poppy alongside Lodge Lane in 

Prestwood at the end of the month.  Tina Hillas 

noticed a fine plant of Corncockle growing in 

PN's own Wildlife Garden.  It is not likely to 

have been planted, as it is an annual, but we 

equally have no idea where the seed might have 

come from - perhaps it had been sown sometime 



in the neighbouring allotments.  In the wild as a 

cornfield weed it is virtually extinct in Britain. 

 

 
Corncockle 

 

 The residential areas of Prestwood 

actually provide habitats for many plants 

normally considered denizens of arable fields.  

Sharp-leaved Fluellen (a prostrate plant with 

small yellow-and-purple toadflax-like flowers) 

has been growing at various parts of the 

Prestwood estate since at least 2003, in 

patches of bare soil or cracks in the pavement, 

and its relative Round-leaved Fluellen suddenly 

appeared this year in Peter Daltry's garden.  

Wall Barley has long been a major weed around 

Prestwood High Street, but has also been 

moving through the main housing area and this 

year reached Lodge Lane on the far south side.  

It is possible, however, that it could be 

superseded by another grass that also enjoys 

similar pavement-edges and gravelly places - a 

new immigrant called Water Bent, a rather 

pretty low whorled grass, which has been moving 

out from London, where it is abundant in places.  

It first moved into Prestwood about 2008, when 

I saw it at Hildreths Garden Centre, and it is 

now so well-established there you can hardly 

help coming across it.  It also occurred at the 

Sheepwash that year but vanished 

subsequently.  This year it has established a new 

colony on Prestwood High Street.  A similar 

pattern of movement has been shown by several 

alien fleabanes - establishing first in London and 

then gradually spreading through the country, 

mainly in urban areas.  Canadian Fleabane came 

to Prestwood many years ago (1996 is the first 

record) - it was probably introduced into London 

by Canadian soldiers during the Second World 

War.  But in London it is now mostly superseded 

by tropical fleabanes - Guernsey and Bilbao's 

Fleabanes.  Guernsey came first and forms tall 

bushy plants that became prevalent across 

London and reached Prestwood in 1999, but 

Bilbao's was later and is now in the process of 

taking over from the other fleabanes in London 

and reached Prestwood in 2013.  Canadian 

Fleabane still grows on the Prestwood estate, 

but Bilbao's is increasing its range: it was 

prominent this year at the edge of the pavement 

outside the supermarket in Great Missenden 

down to the roundabout, and it is widespread at 

Peterley Manor Farm.    

 

 
Bilbao’s Fleabane  

 

 One new plant has been expected a long 

time but not seen in our area until this year.  

Danish Scurvy-grass is common around our 

coasts, where it depends on a salty environment.  

Some time ago it discovered the salted verges 

of motorways were also to its liking and was soon 

whisked along them by the traffic, so that now 

many motorway verges are white in spring with 

its mats of flowers.  It has been along main 

roads close to our area for a while and I have 

always kept an eye open for it, especially along 

the main roads, like the Missenden By-pass and 

Cryer's Hill.  Strangely, those were not the 

places where it was observed.  I found it in a 

quiet spot beside a paved path on the north side 

of Holy Trinity church in Prestwood at the end 

of June (perhaps introduced by building work 

there).  Then Peter Daltry said that he had seen 

it, too, by the entrance to the car-park at Great 



Kingshill.  We shall have to see if it survives or 

spreads. 

 Val and I have been following the 

fortunes of two other plants over the years.  

Stone Parsley had been seen only very 

occasionally as a casual from about 1998, but in 

2013 a very large colony occurred along the top 

of Well Field on Denner Hill.  That same year we 

found it along Great Hampden Road near the 

Hampden Arms, along Trafford Road in Great 

Missenden, and one plant by the lane along the 

top of Denner Hill.  It is still in Well Field and 

Trafford Road, although in reduced quantity 

this year, but the Denner Hill Lane colony has 

expanded considerably.  Meanwhile it also 

cropped up in 2015 by the beginning of the 

South Bucks Way as it leaves Little Kingshill for 

Little Missenden and this year was found for 

the first time in Angling Spring Wood. 

 The other plant is "Prestwood Parsley" 

(known to botanists as Corky-fruited Water-

dropwort).  Its only site in Bucks was in the 

orchard and a neighbouring pasture at Collings 

Hanger Farm, where it has grown for as long as 

anyone can remember, but in 1998 it was first 

noticed in an adjoining field.  By 2016 it had 

spread throughout that large field and across 

the next, a distance of 500m in 8 years.  This 

spread may have been facilitated by the 

movement of cattle, but that would not explain 

why in the same period it has "jumped the 

hedge" and grows at various places along the 

Wycombe Road verge to Giles Gate and down 

Lodge Lane to almost the end, although in both 

places it has to contend with unhelpful verge-

cutting regimes. 

 

 
Haresfoot clover 

Two new plants to our local list were added this 

year by Val Marshall - Many-flowered Rose by 

Whitefield Lane and Haresfoot Clover by 

London Road towards Deep Mill.  We were also 

able to re-find a nationally rare (and decreasing) 

grass where there had been an old record for it.  

This was Lesser Hairy Brome which only grows 

in woods on steep chalk slopes, in this case 

Longrove Plantation up the hill from Hughenden 

Valley.  I also found two rare ferns at the 

Sheepwash - a great surprise because of the 

number of times I have visited there, but the 

reason why they had not been seen before was 

that they were both growing underneath the 

viewing platform!  These were Lady Fern and 

Narrow Buckler Fern.  They were probably 

encouraged to grow this year by the amount of 

rain we have had - certainly our very precious 

Brittle Bladder-fern, at its only Bucks site by 

Great Missenden parish church, has had a good 

year, although it is being crowded out a bit by 

Hartstongue Fern having an equally good time.  

There has also been a splendid growth of Wall-

rue by the entrance to Holy Trinity church in 

Prestwood.  The wet has also produced some 

monstrous growths - Val and I found a Black 

Bryony in the hedge by Greenlands Lane that 

had multiple stems growing together  

(‘fasciated’) and a huge leaf 19x15cm (maximum 

in the standard texts being 15x11cm). 

 Before we leave the flowers, we should 

mention a visit Val and I paid to Rook Wood near 

the end of August.  Beside a wide ride stony ride 

we were amazed to find five different species 

of St. John's-wort (we only have seven species 

altogether in our area), giving an excellent 

chance to compare these attractive yellow-

flowered plants.  Three had been recorded 

there before - Common, Hairy and Imperforate 

St. John's-wort.  The last of these is uncommon 

in our area (the only other site is Prestwood 

Nature Reserve, where these three also grow 

together).  Two new records, however, were 

Square-stemmed St. John's-wort (rare in our 

area) and Des Etang's St. John's-wort, which is 

a hybrid between Common and Imperforate, but 

unlike most hybrids able to set seed and spread 

by itself.  We were even more surprised to find 

three healthy mature elm trees growing at the 

edge of the wood beside the eastern half of 



Abbey Park.  At 1.5m girth, these must have 

been planted well before the advent of Dutch 

elm disease, but, like the Huntingdon Elms found 

by Paul Heath at Little Kingshill, they must have 

some natural resistance that has allowed them 

to survive.  Other elms nearby had been killed, 

although they were, as usual, sprouting young 

growth from their stumps.  The elms were very 

similar to Wych Elm, but their very upright 

growth and pendant branches incline me to think 

they are Midland Elm, a cross between Wych 

Elm and Plot's Elm, which was often planted in 

this area in the middle of the 20th century. 

 The wet summer has encouraged the 

fruiting of fungi well before their usual autumn 

season - Spindle Toughshank in Angling Spring 

Wood and a ring of Meadow Puffball in the verge 

of Honorwood Close in June (Val Marshall); 

Macro mushroom in Green Lane and both Rooting 

Shank and Blackening Waxcap in Holy Trinity 

Churchyard in July; and Pleated Inkcap in 

Jeanette Headley's garden and Sooty Shield (a 

new record for our area) in Lawrence Grove 

Wood in August.  The damp may also have suited 

the Common Toad and Grass Snake seen in 

Boug's Meadow (by David Cann and John Obee 

respectively).  It did not, however, favour our 

insects which have generally had as poor a year 

as the butterflies - it was with jubilation that 

we greeted George Lewis's discovery of a 16-

spot Ladybird at Kiln Common Orchard, a 

creature that was seen as much too common to 

mention ten years ago.    

 

    
    Striped Lychnis (l) and    Mullein moth (r) caterpillars  

              Photo Peta Sawyer 

 

Caterpillars of the rare Striped Lychnis Moth 

were found on Dark Mullein (their only food 

plant, of which they eat the seedpods) in the 

road verge near the south end of Bryants 

Bottom Road (where there is an abundance not 

only of the mullein but also Burnet Saxifrage 

and the locally rare Crosswort).  The dark 

mullein was also host to an uncommon small 

weevil (grey with a prominent round black spot 

on its back) Cionus nigritarsis.  Peta Sawyer 

spotted a very similar caterpillar in her garden 

at Fairacres, the Mullein moth, which feeds on 

Great Mullein and only eats the leaves, often 

skeletonising them.  Finally a new beetle record 

for the area, the "nationally notable" leaf-

beetle Cryptocephalus parvulus on willow at 

Little Hampden Common. 

 Poor weather or not, there has been no 

shortage of interesting sightings.  As things are 

always changing and new species keep being 

discovered, do keep those records coming in!  I 

am more than willing to ID plants or creatures 

from photos or by visiting them in person. 

                        Tony Marshall 
 

Project News 

Boug’s Meadow - Wild Flowers 
Prestwood Nature started managing this site 

located next to the main car park in Great 

Missenden in 2006 when we were asked to take 

over the management by Chiltern District 

Council who own the land. The key objective was 

to create a wild flower meadow with full public 

access as an amenity for the local residents of 

all ages.  
 

 
            Long-headed poppy at Bougs Photo Jenny Smith 

 

Over the past 10 years a varying band of 

volunteers led by John Obee, the Project 

Leader throughout, have spent approximately 

3,000 hours of voluntary work on the site.  

Financial support has also been received from 

several grantees/sponsors including Chilterns 

Conservation Board, Chiltern District Council, 

Great Missenden Revitalisation Group and Great 

Missenden Rotary Group.  



One of the challenges faced has been that the 

soil was of good quality, having a high nitrogen 

level making it unsuitable for wild flowers, 

though great for the nettles and dock which 

virtually covered the whole area.  In order to 

reduce the soil fertility, we have had a strict 

cutting/raking regime carried out every year.  

In additional to this we have tried various 

methods to speed up the process including in 

2008 spreading freshly-cut hay from a National 

Trust meadow.  The idea was that some of its 

seeds would fall onto the ground and germinate. 

At the time this wasn’t very successful.  In 

2009 we scarified the meadow surface and 

scattered £400 worth of seed on it. This was a 

bit more successful.  

 

 
    Oxeye daisies within planting area Photo Jenny Smith  

 

This year another tactic has been successfully 

trialled.  An area of the meadow’s topsoil was 

double dug and a special wildflower meadow 

seed mix was spread over the area.  From this a 

variety of flowers have emerged including the 

long headed poppy (flowers open first thing in 

the morning with the petals drop off during the 

day) followed by a magnificent spread of ox-eye 

daisies. 

 

 
Meadow cranesbill  Photo Jenny Smith  

 

Over time we are now seeing a real 

change in the site from one covered in nettles 

and dock to one of emerging wild flowers 

amongst various grasses - the beginnings of a 

real meadow.  We are intending to continue with 

the ‘dig-and-seed strips’ approach across Boug’s 

to achieve a fully established meadow. 

Other wildflowers now present include 

meadow cranesbill, primroses, red campion, 

cowslips, speedwell and forget-me-nots. 

John Obee has many tales to tell of 

amusing incidents here over the years, and 

Boug’s Meadow is visited by a variety of people 

including the residents of Abbeyfield House, 

cyclists, walkers, artists and many others, not 

forgetting the local rabbits, grass snakes and 

birds using nest boxes put up there. 

Jenny Smith 

 
Kiln Common Orchard 
The wet spring and early summer produced 

great growth in the orchard.  The fruit blossom 

reported in the last edition is now looking good 

for a healthy harvest of apples. In August 

several volunteers tackled the long grass; 

contractors were employed as the grass was too 

long to scythe, and the machines were followed 

by raking and tidying.  More robust stakes and 

ties were deployed and the orchard should look 

good again now through the harvest and winter.  

The Bazeley Apple is a local apple that 

originated in The Lee during the 19th century, 

when it could be found in most of the cottage 

gardens in and around that village. Its name may 

well be a corruption of “Best of the Lee”.  It is 

a very rare apple but is propagated locally by 

Bernwode Plants from whom we obtained two 

saplings when we were setting up the orchard. 

 

 
                  Bazeley apple tree Aug 2016 



One of the Bazeley apple trees has had a lovely 

crop of apples this year as the picture shows.  

It is a large oval apple, yellow in colour and may 

have a protuberance around the stalk where a 

second fruit has failed to develop.  It can be 

used as an eating apple but is probably at its 

best when cooked and also stores well into 

January.  

 The second Bazeley also has a small crop 

of apples and we are hoping that it will continue 

to prosper and show that The Lee is not the only 

area that can support this heritage variety. 

We are hoping to be able to make some 

apple pies for the AGM from this super apple 

for us all to enjoy 

 

Pollinator-friendly Garden 

The garden at Greenlands Lane near the 

allotments has been receiving many 

compliments recently – from members, 

passers-by and by the bees and hoverflies 

all enjoying the pollen and nectar provided 

by the flowers there.  With all that 

humming, the garden has been a delightful 

and restful place to sit. 

 

 
 

Talks 
In June we held a talk at Great Kingshill 

Village Hall when Dave Short came to talk to us 

about barn owls and other endangered raptors 

in the area.  Dave is a registered ringer of barn 

owls and has many years of working with them.  

He brought with him a fully grown male barn owl 

called Ellie. 

 We heard about the uncanny 

ability barn owls have to find their prey even in 

the dark and their soundless flight as they close 

in on the kill.  In a good year with plenty of voles 

around, the adults can fledge several 

youngsters but when there is little prey then 

they may only rear one or two chicks. 

 

 
Dave Short with Ellie the barn owl    Photo Vanessa Rickett 
 

With the proliferation of barn 

conversions and refurbishments to old buildings 

it has become very difficult for barn owls to 

find safe sites to nest and bring up their young 

so it has become very important to provide 

alternative sites for them. Dave, as a registered 

bird ringer, has much experience of the local 

barn owls and he is able to advise on the best 

locations for nest boxes.   

This was a very interesting talk and Dave 

answered many questions from the audience. 

Our next talk is going to be from John 

Tyler on Changing Wildlife of the Chilterns at 

the AGM in November.  John is an excellent 

speaker with a large fund of knowledge about 

local wildlife.  

If you know of any interesting local 

speakers or have a particular topic you would 

like to hear about, please let any member of the 

Council know.               Vanessa Rickett 

 
Flower Portrait 14 Fluellens 

Our two fluellens grow flat against the ground 

and have small flowers, so they are usually 

overlooked, but a close look will show they are 

really little gems, with exotic snapdragon-like 

flowers of purple and yellow.  They are both 

annuals of cultivated land on chalk, often 

growing near one another.  Neither is common 

because of the prevalence of herbicides on 

crops, so they depend on ploughed margins that 



have escaped sprays, although they have found 

alternative niches these days in allotments and 

even paved semi-urban areas (see Members' 

News).  Both fluellens have flowers with upper 

lips that are purple and lower ones yellow, 

including a long yellow spur, but Round-leaved 

Fluellen Kickxia spuria has slightly larger 

flowers and a more markedly curved spur than 

Sharp-leaved Fluellen Kickxia elatine.  The 

flowers are solitary on long thin stalks coming 

from the base of the leaves that alternate along 

the trailing stems.  As the English names hint, 

the quickest way of telling them apart is from 

the shape of their leaves. 

 
Sharp leaved Fluellen           Photo Tony Marshall 

 

Sharp-leaved has arrow-shaped leaves that are 

pointed, with two pointed lobes at the base.   

 

 
Round-leaved fluellen       Photo Tony Marshall 

 

Round-leaved has blunter leaves rounded at the 

base.  That said, they are very variable in their 

leaf shapes and examples can be found that are 

somewhat intermediate between the two, 

although the flower differences still tell them 

apart.  Both can be found by the side of 

footpaths that pass alongside crop fields on 

chalky soil in our area.  Sharp-leaved Fluellen 

can also be found along Lodge Lane growing from 

pavement cracks.   

"Fluellen" is an anglicisation of Llewlyn 

(for those who cannot pronounce their "ll's"), 

first used in the 16th century to translate the 

Welsh Iorwerth Llewelyn or "Llewelyn's herb", 

applied to a number of creeping plants, although 

now confined botanically to Kickxia.  I have no 

idea why Llewelyn (presumably Llewelyn the 

Great, an early warlike ruler of Gwynedd who 

battled the English) has any relevance to these 

plants, or why the English should have adopted 

the Welsh name.  Some things seem to just 

vanish in the fog of time.         Tony Marshall 
 

Other News 
From the Membership Secretary 

This is the last membership note that I shall be 

writing as my term of office as Membership 

Secretary will end at the AGM in November. 

 I have enjoyed the last 6 years getting 

to know the members, keeping their records up 

to date and communicating the activities that 

Prestwood Nature is involved with.  One of the 

many good things is that it is not dependant on 

the vagaries of the weather as the work can be 

done, whether it is pouring with rain or 30 

degrees in the shade!  

 Unfortunately no-one has so far come 

forward to take over this role and this is of 

great concern.  All that is needed is access to a 

computer/device, a minimal amount of computer 

literacy and less than an hour a month of your 

time. As a committee member you would also 

have the chance to influence the way Prestwood 

Nature develops in the future.  So if you think 

you could be the person to carry out this simple 

administrative task please give me a ring to 

discuss (01494 866 516) or contact any member 

of the Council.                   Vanessa Rickett 
   Membership Secretary 



  

People and Projects 

 
Leader 

 

 

Project Other roles 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com   Treasurer 

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity Churchyard Newsletter printer 

Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash Council member 

Hilary Tyrrell 865902 tyrellkhornbeam@aol.com  Angling Spring Wood  

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com   Secretary 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow Council member 

Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com  Family Activities Council member 

Kieran Sweeney 868527 keiransweeney@hotmail.com   Council member 

Lesley Stoner 865194 Lesley.stoner14@yahoo.co.uk  Family Activities Council member 

Ross McVean 890229 ross871@hotmail.co.uk   Council member 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk  Butterfly transect co-ordinator  

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.  Surveys/Chalk grassland project Wildlife records 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.  Hedge and Tree Surveys Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 membership@prestwoodnature.org.   Membership Sec 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
September 

9 Friday 10:00-12 Angling Spring Wood Work party to establish ‘Butterfly scalloping’ along main ride 

of the wood.  Meet Martinsend entrance.  Info.: Hilary Tyrrell 

10 Saturday 10:00-12:00 Pollinator Friendly Garden Greenlands Lane General tidying for winter.  

Info: admin@prestwoodnature.org   

12 Monday 7:45pm Wycombe Wildlife Group Talk ‘Earthworms’ Info: www.wycombewildlifegrp.co.uk   

24 Saturday 10:00-12:00 Boug’s Meadow work party for end-of-season tidying and general 

assessment 

 

October 

12 Wednesday 10am-1pm Bucks Fungus Group Penn Wood. Meet at Penn Street Church car-park. 

15 Saturday 10:00-12:00 Pollinator Friendly Garden Greenlands Lane General tidying for winter.  

Info: admin@prestwoodnature.org   

16 Sunday 11am-1pm Fungus Foray Meet at Church Street, Great Missenden, outside school.  Info: 

Tony Marshall. 

16 Sunday 10:30-4.00 Priestfield Arboretum Open Day, Little Kingshill.   

Info: www.priestfieldarboretum.org.uk   

23 Sunday 10am-1pm Bucks Fungus Group Naphill Common. Meet at Naphill Village Hall. 

 

November 

1 Tuesday 7:30-9:30 AGM Prestwood Village Hall followed by talk by John Tyler ‘The Changing Wildlife 

of the Chilterns.’  With refreshments. 
6 Sunday 10am-1pm Bucks Fungus Group Naphill Common. Meet at Naphill Village Hall. 

 
  

Up-to-date information about events and activities may be obtained from www.prestwoodnature.org  
 
 

Newsletter Editor Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org                 
Next contribution deadline:  December 30th 2016 please.                                                  Printed by David Page Distributed by Jenny Smith. 
Prestwood Nature Registered Charity No. 1114685        www.prestwoodnature.org  
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