
Message from the Chair
Thank you for electing me to the position of Chair of Prestwood Nature at the
last AGM in November. I look forward to having your support to help me take
on this new role.

We have a very full programme of work parties on the sites which we
regularly maintain and, if you feel the need for some healthy exercise in the
open air, the project leaders will be only too happy to welcome you to our
Green Gyms - no need for expensive gear or an annual subscription! There is
nothing like spending a couple of hours in friendly company, cutting back
scrub or planting trees, to burn off the calories and help you feel fit and ready
for anything. Have a look on the website for full details of when, where and
who is organising the events.

For a less energetic workout, still in our lovely countryside, there are the field
walks in the spring – do consider joining John for his Spring Bird Walk at the
beginning of April for a stroll around Shardeloes Lake to spot the spring
migrants. Tony will take us for a gentle walk when we go to look for spring
wildflowers on the early Spring Bank Holiday.

We are hoping to expand our activities for children and plan to hold open
days at both Sheepwash Pond to go pond dipping, and the Pollinator Friendly
Garden to look for bumble bees and butterflies. If you have, or know of any
children, who might be interested in these events please keep an eye on the
website for details; they will be open to all.

If you enjoy walking in the countryside then you may like to become one of
the Butterfly Transect walkers who walk the five kilometre route from
Prestwood Picnic Site via Denner Hill and Nanfan wood returning to the Picnic
Site each week throughout the spring and summer. The purpose of the walk,
however, is not just to enjoy the countryside but to identify and count all the
butterflies you see; the data is submitted to the UK Butterfly Monitoring
Survey.

So Prestwood Nature can help provide you with not only an enjoyable
environment but also the health with which to enjoy it!

Vanessa Rickett
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Members’ News

New Zealand Willowherb

Water bent

Broadleaved Helleborine

This quarter started with some remarkable botanical records from the
main ride through Monkton Wood, Great Hampden, on 8 September. This
large wood is mainly on wet acid soil, unusual for around here, and contains
some of our locally rare plants, like certain ferns. It is part of the Hampden
Estate, although they have started selling off some plots. New chippings
had been brought in and laid along the ride and that no doubt explains the
unusual assemblage of plants that we found there that day, although their
likely provenance was so diverse it was difficult to imagine how they could
all come together. The vegetation of the ride is mostly low and prostrate,
as is usual for such a track – plants like Lesser Trefoil, Bog Stitchwort, Marsh
Cudweed, Procumbent and Slender Pearlworts and the garden escape Least
Yellow-sorrel might be expected, although we were a bit far from gardens
for the last-mentioned. But what was not expected was the bronzy leaves
and slender tall seedpods of New Zealand Willowherb, well-established in
Britain in the north and west, especially in mountainous regions, but not
usually anywhere near here – in fact it was the first Buckinghamshire record
outside gardens (or from any of the surrounding counties for that matter),
although the damp stony ground was good habitat for it. Taller plants along
the ride also included surprises. Corn Mint grows around the edges of some
fields not far away, but usually on chalk, so it was a bit out of place here,
although Remote Sedge and Water Figwort were certainly appropriate.
After all the rain the latter was growing exceptionally tall, higher than a
man. But with these were two unusual alien grasses. Water Bent is well-
established in London canal-sides and pavements and is gradually spreading
across country. It has been seen in Prestwood in several places in paving
cracks, and is especially well-established at Hildreth’s Garden Centre. The
ride through Monkton Wood, however, is quite far from any other local
plants and not such typical habitat. It is a neat whorled grass, quite pleasing
to the eye, and not unwelcome. It has a rarer relative (they are both from
the genus Polypogon), Annual Beard Grass, which has seldom been seen in
our area and has not so far become established. It is usually confined to
coastal dunes – but here it was, plenty of it with this odd community of
plants from mountains, seaside, urban streets, acid marshes and chalk
grassland. Your guess is as good as mine, but there is certainly the hand of
man in there somewhere! Another oddity here were seedlings from the
plantations of Western Red-cedar bordering the ride, which were growing
so thickly, and being regularly cut to maintain the ride, that they formed a
remarkable lawn of miniature cypress.

On 14 October Karen Van Oostrum came across Indian Balsam
along Spring Coppice Lane. This plant has not proved troublesome around
here so far, but we shall have to watch it does not spread too much. As
long as it is well-behaved it is an advantage to have around for the striking
flowers and the fact that it is the food-plant of the Elephant Hawkmoths.
Another surprise, because we know the plants at Prestwood Picnic Site very
well, was Philip Priestley’s discovery of a single spike of Broad-leaved
Helleborine – one of the commonest of our orchids generally, but this was
the first we have had at this place and usefully adds to the list of orchids.
The Somerset Skullcap is a very rare native only found at one site (in
Somerset no less) and most people never get to see it. So imagine my
surprise to find a group established beside Wycombe Road under a hedge
opposite Idaho Farm. They presumably have come from a garden, although
I am not aware of this species being available commercially.
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The butterfly year had already petered out to a disappointing end (see report
on the Transect), but a few odd ones just hung on – an additional Clouded
Yellow to the one seen on the transect was seen in Hardings Field, just above
Angling Spring Wood on 9 September, and Commas were flying in the wood.
The last Comma seen was on 4 October along Spring Coppice Lane by Karen
Van Oostrum. Even caterpillars were now shutting up shop – George Lewis
spotted a Pale Tussock Moth caterpillar making its cocoon in his garden on 9
October. He also caught a large water-boatman Notonecta maculata in his
car – obviously hoping for a lift to another pond. Other creatures were sparse
– on 8 September John Obee disturbed a Frog (that probably thought it was
settled for the winter) when moving the compost heap at Boug’s Meadow.
David Page similarly found a slow-worm on 1st October in his garden compost
heap, feeding dutifully on slugs. Badgers were more active with reports from
gardens of families moving in to reshape their flower borders, and turf was
disturbed at Holy Trinity churchyard, Prestwood, in the search for worms.
They visit there regularly, as there is a well-established latrine in one spot.
Marilyn Fletcher saw a Hedgehog at Buryfield in Great Missenden on the 1st

October. On 2 November, John Obee came across two Muntjacs in a field
near Kingshill, which had Magpies perched on them delousing their backs and
ears – a neat observation of behaviour that must be common yet we get so
little opportunity to see. Unfortunately John did not reveal the identity of the
lice.

I made a few invertebrate discoveries myself, too. The first was
gruesome – a type of nematode called a horsehair worm, which are parasites
on living creatures. This one, Spinochordodes tellinii, grows inside
grasshoppers, in this case an Oak Bush-cricket. When it has finished feeding
up for the year it alters the behaviour of the cricket and gives it an
overwhelming urge to seek water, which in this case it did by drowning itself
in a watering-can in my garden, where I found it on 15 September. This
enables the worm, which is very long and thin and coiled, to emerge from the
corpse in the wet conditions it needs to promulgate further. As you probably
do not want to dwell on that too long, I’ll move quickly on to other matters.
Many galls are caused by an order of small wasps known as gall-wasps (they
cause the large bedeguars on roses). In this case it was one called
Xestophanes brevitarsis, which causes galls on the roots and lower stems of
tormentil. First of all you have to find tormentil, which around here is
difficult, but fortunately there is plenty in Holy Trinity churchyard. Then you
have to get down and rummage in the damp turf to find its lower stems. In
actual fact I came across it by accident while grubbing in the turf for small
toadstools (see separate report). And it was some accident – the first record
of this gall in Buckinghamshire and probably the whole of central south and
midland England. The gall is not uncommon where tormentil is plentiful in
the north and west of Britain, but it is amazing that this little wasp is able to
maintain a viable population on the small amount of the plant we have
locally.

It was more orthodox activity that led to the discovery of a solitary
bee, Lasioglossum xanthopus, feeding at a surprisingly late date, 23 October,
on a surviving flower of field scabious at Prestwood Picnic Site. This is our
first record. It is not all that common, but occurs on other chalk grasslands in
the Chilterns. The bee is unusual in being around so late (at least the males
are), so that helps to identify which species it is. I was actually there to look
for the spectacular Dogwood Rivet Gall which can be found on the leaves of
dogwood, quite large, red and green, and because it causes pyramidal
swellings on both sides that make it look like a rivet passing straight through
the leaf. They are not too common, but I did find a few after much searching.
This gall is caused by a fly, a gall-midge Craneiobia corni.

Clouded Yellow

Tormentil Holy Trinity Churchyard

Rivet Gall on Dogwood



4

Waxcaps

Ballerina waxcap

Blackening waxcap

Glutinous waxcaps

Send us your wildlife photos. Please
let us know what you have seen
locally, where and when.
ID help is available.
Your sightings contribute to
Members’ News but also to
Prestwood Nature's database. PN
records are sent to the Bucks and MK
Environmental Records Centre where
they may be used to inform planning
decisions and contribute to national
records.

Finally, back to Holy Trinity churchyard, where on 10 November I
saw a pale brown fly perched on a Meadow Waxcap toadstool. It was very
reluctant to move, despite poking with my finger. Even knocking it off
resulted in it flying back to its perch. This apparent bravery, or
foolhardiness, was just desperation to mate – it was a male of a heleomyzid
fly Suillia notata, a species where the females lay eggs in toadstools (they
result in some of the white grubs you often find inside wild fungi), so the
best chance of finding a mate was to stand on the best and biggest
toadstool around, which would surely attract a beautiful female that could
be waylaid. It was just unfortunate for this chap that the best and biggest
toadstool was just what I also was looking for to take a photograph.

Members’ News at this time of year is usually dominated by fungi,
so it was good to have other things to report. I spent a long time this
autumn paying long weekly visits to Holy Trinity churchyard to survey its
fungi, because this is proving to be a very exceptional site indeed for rare
waxcaps, one of the best in the country, so they will be covered in a
separate report. Here I will concentrate on those appearing elsewhere. At
the beginning of September, large numbers of Rooting boletes Boletus
radicans came up under old oaks along Green Lane and Nairdwood Lane.
Quite rare, it is a dull pale brown but when cut goes quickly blue inside, like
a number of other boletes. Other boletes came up a little later on 30
September (they tend to be among the first of our autumn fungi) –
Xerocomellus bubalinus on Lodge Lane (Val Marshall) and Boletus legaliae
under an old oak on Nags Head Lane.

On 15 September Val and I were lucky enough to find a Summer
Truffle in Warren Wood. Being underground or in the surface layer, these
edible fungi are not uncommon in beechwood but very difficult to find. In
this case we had help – from a Wood Mouse, which had already sniffed one
out and had a little nibble and then left it behind among the leaf litter and
beech mast. George Lewis found Field Mushrooms in both Hockey Field
and Prestwood Park (two fields behind Holy Trinity church) on 18
September, a somewhat late date for these. A week later the work-party at
Bougs Meadow (I think Chris Lewis was the first to notice them) enjoyed
the sight of a few Giant Puffballs in the copse, where they have been seen
before. Several volunteers therefore went home with a share of the profits
in the form of a free lunch.

On 5 October George Lewis led us to a group of Spiny Puffballs in
Longfield Wood (recorded only in Angling Spring Wood before). On 3
November, George’s neighbour Peter Daltry brought me a striking blue
toadstool from wood mulch in his garden – a Blue Roundhead Stropharia
caerulea. Finally, I cannot resist throwing in two unexpected finds at Holy
Trinity, both apparently first records for the Chilterns, both very strange to
see. One was the rare Dotted Fanvault Camarophyllopsis atropuncta, a
small fungus with gills curving down like a fan vault and unique raised black
spots on the stem – unmistakable if you are lucky enough to find it. The
other was the remarkable Scarlet Caterpillarclub Cordyceps militaris, which
parasitizes caterpillars and pupae underground and then sends up a bright
red slender “club”. Digging it up, we discovered that it was coming from the
pupa of some kind of noctuid moth. Nature is never dull.

Tony Marshall
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The Changing Wildlife of the Chilterns

Presentation by John Tyler, 1st November 2016 at PN AGM

John Tyler’s talks are always a treat for anyone interested in nature. This was no exception: the gentle countryside of
the Chilterns disguises a remarkable past. Did you know, for example, that the Chilterns used to be a shallow tropical
sea? Or that we live in the foothills of the Himalayas?

Apparently so. 100 million years ago dinosaurs roamed the earth. In the area that became the Chilterns,
plankton lived in a tropical sea, and formed the chalk in our hills. Their microscopic skeletons fell to the seafloor as they
died, and formed a thick layer of calcareous detritus. Into this fell other creatures, like delicate lamp shells and sea
urchins and sponges. Some of these were fossilised, and some enclosed by flints. The silica from the sponges, for
example, dissolved in the sea water, and later recrystallized round the sponge as flint. So within a flint might be a 100
million-year-old sponge fossil.

50 million years ago, the Himalayas were formed as the Indian tectonic plate collided with the Eurasian plate.
The Chilterns were formed as part of this tectonic movement, as the African plate pushed against with the Eurasian
plate. Not quite as steep as Everest, then, but definitely connected.

Fifty thousand years ago, we were in an ice age, and the combes and valleys of the Chilterns were carved out by
glaciers. Sea levels during the ice age were lower, and bison herds, and woolly mammoth were our local wildlife.
Woolly mammoth teeth have been found in the gravel pits and valleys near the Thames. Juniper lived on the edge of
the ice sheet, and there is a fungus unique to Juniper, using Hawthorn in part of its life-cycle.

The ice age also left a cap of clay on the surface, on the hilltops. This acted as a seal, allowing ponds to form on
the surface. It also explains the relatively poor soil in the Chilterns, which in turn meant there were no extensive
settlements here, unlike in the more fertile plains. Bluebells do especially well on the clay cap rather than bare chalk, so
are at their best on the hilltops.

Ten thousand years ago, as the ice receded, trees made their way back to the Chilterns across the land bridge
connecting Britain with Europe. Scots pine, birch, willows and oaks moved gradually across, along with hazel, ash,
apple, whitebeam and hornbeam. The oaks were spread by jays, which bury thousands of acorns in autumn, and
remember the locations of most of them. A proportion, however, don’t get found, so grow into trees. The ancient
Chiltern woodland was different than woodland today: people hunted through the woods, rather than clearing them.

Six thousand years ago, the sea level rose, and the land bridge connecting Britain with Europe was swept away.
People began settling in the Chilterns, using flint blades to fell trees and make clearings. That had a huge impact, as the
rich chalk grassland was created. It was – and is – an extraordinarily rich habitat for wild flowers. Beech trees arrived
just before the land bridge disappeared, and people coppiced them for firewood. This left more light for the
understorey, and primroses and heather grew under the beech. At the end of the C18th, these coppiced beeches were
replaced with full size trees. Their straight trunks were useful in furniture-making. This affected the plants growing
underneath, however; full size beech trees produce deep mast, and also secrete chemicals, both inhibiting the growth
of other plants. This has affected the Duke of Burgundy butterfly, which lays its eggs only on the primrose, so that its
numbers are falling rapidly.

John showed us various local fungi and plants which have similarly specialised habitats. The birch bracket
fungus grows only on birch trees. It has an unusually tough texture, and was used as tinder, or as strops to sharpen
razors. There is a fungus which only grows on beech mast, and a flower which mimics the precise scent of a particular
female wasp. The flower appears two weeks before the real females appear. The male wasps, taken in by the
deception, pollinate the flower.

So John’s talk was fascinating, and, in describing the separation of Britain and Europe, topical too. Many thanks!
Any errors are entirely mine. Trish Mallett
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Flower Portrait 15 Indian Balsam
Indian Balsam is a plant usually mentioned with Japanese Knotweed as a
dangerous alien threatening to take over the world. Like Japanese Knotweed,
in the right conditions it can spread remarkably quickly and form dense
colonies, prohibiting the growth of native plants. Unlike Japanese Knotweed
it is able to produce seed, and once it gets on a river bank the seeds can be
washed downstream to form colonies all the way along.

Marshy conditions are the ones that suit it best, and it has been a
problem along the Wye in High Wycombe, but it will also appear in disturbed
ground, although it seldom produces troublesome colonies there and is easier
to remove if necessary. The flowers look exotic, large, bright pink with a
pouched spur behind that contains nectar attracting bumble bees, which
pollinate it. The leaves are narrow oval, the stems usually red. It can stand
two metres tall. The swollen seed-pods hang down like pendent earrings.
When ripe the slightest touch will induce them to burst open explosively,
scattering the seed far and wide. This is a fun activity, so children often
unwittingly aid their spread.

It grows naturally in the Himalayas, where it can form large colonies in
alpine meadows. It was brought to Britain in the 19thC as a showy plant for
large gardens and country estates, just as Japanese Knotweed and many other
monstrous aliens were, such as the Umbrella Plant, Gunnera. "Big", at this
time, was prestigious, but their size in the long term implied "big problem".

While we may enjoy the sight of the flowers, bees benefit from them
too, and elephant hawkmoths have a particular liking for their foliage, so that
unlike many other aliens, Indian Balsam has found a niche in our natural
ecology. It is really only along rivers and streams that it becomes problematic.
Being a Himalayan plant it is well able to survive our winters. It is well-
established by the River Eden from Carlisle downstream, along canals in
Sheffield, along the River Wye on the border of Wales, and various parts of
the River Thames, and many other places. In all of these it is a major
environmental problem and costs local authorities a lot to control.

Let us know if you see any Indian Balsam around your area. While it
may not be a problem, it is sensible to monitor its distribution and get an early
sign of any tendency to spread. If it gets along the Misbourne or the
Hughenden stream, it would need to be removed very quickly.

Tony Marshall

Indian Balsam

Notifiable plants – please tell us if you see
Japanese Knotweed and/or Gunnera
growing on public land. The Parish
Council will take steps to remove them
safely.

Gunnera Japanese Knotweed

Riverside Park
An article, written by a member of Prestwood Nature, in a recent edition of The Source described in some detail a
proposal to create a “Riverside Park” running from Mobwell through Great Missenden to the Abbey Park. This appears a
very attractive proposition to provide public access alongside the route of the River Misbourne and through the village
and would undoubtedly benefit the local environment. However it would involve a massive commitment of time and
money and Prestwood Nature do not possess the skills, resources and finance needed to plan and carry out such a
project.

However we have received some positive feedback from members of the public who are interested in using such a
facility. Though we are clearly too small a group to take on the responsibility on our own, we will continue to liaise with
other organisations who may be able to take the idea forward and would be prepared to give them our support.
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PN Butterfly Transect 2016
Weather conditions were unsuitable for butterflies in ten weeks of the 26 available from 1 April to 30 September,
due to frequent periods of cool rainy weather throughout the summer, especially in June and late August. Even
when we had a good sunny day butterfly numbers were often low because they had not recovered from preceding
poor weather.

The total of individuals seen flying was well down on last year and the third lowest total since we started in
2006. The number of different species, however, was only slightly below average and the same as last year.

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Individuals 3191 730 1327 2020 2263 1679 1008 2353 2812 2858 1426

Species 25 21 22 24 24 27 20 23 25 22 22

As always, the most numerous species was Meadow Brown, but with 472 this was the second lowest total we have
ever had. It only accounted for a third of all sightings, a relatively low figure.

Despite the unsettling weather patterns, however, there were still several species that managed to have a
better year than average. These did not include the Holly Blue, which were certainly around in some numbers, but
did not show the surge that had been predicted for this very cyclical butterfly - a promising start in May was
dashed by subsequent poor weather; nor did they include the Small Tortoiseshell, which had been recovering well
from the disastrous year of 2012, but now seems to be in decline again. The above-average performers were
Brimstone, Speckled Wood, Marbled White and Ringlet. The last three are all "browns", the grass-eaters, all
summer species, which were only slightly delayed by June's bad weather and took advantage of better days in July
(although why the related meadow and hedge browns did not do so is difficult to explain). While the marbled white
had a decent year, the numbers were still lower than the previous two years, so that its remarkable rise over
2014-15 did not continue. Similarly, the brimstone and ringlet (our second commonest butterfly this year) did not
reach the heights they have done at several other years in the life of transect. The speckled wood did best with
its second largest numbers ever - 92, just down on 2009's 115.

Large Skipper did very badly - not one was seen. This continues its ten year decline. In last year's report
I wrote "Will the large skipper be the next loss from our local fauna?" Maybe it has already happened. Let us
hope that some were hanging on somewhere and that we have better weather next year to bring them back. And is
the Peacock now following the recent fortunes of small tortoiseshell? We only recorded six this year, down from
90 two years ago. Common blue also followed its recent downward trend, down to 29 from 298 two years ago.
Perhaps it is developing a cyclical pattern like holly blue, or is just suffering from a run of bad springs. Perhaps
next year will tell.

These results pretty much mirror what has happened all across the country this year: we are not alone, but
that is little compensation and certainly no comfort.

Each year we celebrate a butterfly that has done exceptionally well. This year the award must go to the
Speckled Wood, with one of its best years so far, particularly notable when most others were suffering steep
declines. It was actually our dominant butterfly from 24 August onwards. It is different from all our other
butterflies in seeking some degree of shade rather than bright sunshine, and helps relieve uneventful treks
through the wooded sections. Most were seen on the top of Denner Hill (including Acrehill Wood) and at the Picnic
Site, where there is still plenty of tall scrub. It also has a long season, from spring through summer, so that there
is rarely, a time without it.
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Queen’s Award Recipient
When we were awarded the Queens Award for Voluntary Service way back in 2010 we were presented with a framed
certificate signed by Her Majesty and a modern trophy.

As we have no office or committee room in which to display the Award the Council decided that we should each year
present it to a member of the Society who had made a worthwhile contribution to the group.

This year it was agreed that the Award should go to Tina Hillas who, for the past three years, has taken charge of the
Pollinator Friendly Garden at Greenlands Lane. Here she has created, with a party of regular helpers, a small oasis of
beauty and calm which has received many compliments from passers-by. Tina not only organises the formal work
parties four times a year but also takes on the responsibility of keeping the area neat and tidy between activities.

Past recipients of the Award include Sue Devlin, George Lewis, Tony and Val Marshall, David Page, Hilary and Keith
Tyrrel, and Frank Rickett. Their contributions have included leading work projects, printing the newsletter and
managing the website.

Vanessa Rickett

Photo of PN Garden by Vanessa Rickett



9

Holy Trinity Churchyard: An Internationally Important Site for Nature

Holy Trinity churchyard, Prestwood, has recently been declared a Buckinghamshire Local Wildlife Site by a panel
of county experts. It is planned to make it a Nature Reserve, both continuing the work already being done by
enthusiastic volunteers, and to improve it still further for its conservation potential, while keeping it as a pleasant
space for visitors, who will not only be able to enjoy the peace of the surroundings but also to appreciate the often
overlooked natural treasures of the site.

Why is it so special? The grassland around the church represents a rare survival of the original acid grass
heath that was prevalent on the extensive old commons that were almost entirely destroyed when enclosed in the
middle of the 19th century. Plants survive here that are no longer known anywhere else in the region. In addition,
the combination of no fertilisers, regular mowing and removal of cuttings, has created the ideal conditions for
what is known as a "waxcap grassland", where a special suite of fungi that are mostly rare can flourish - brightly
coloured waxcaps, but also "clubs" and pinkgills.

Waxcap grasslands are a county and national priority for conservation in their respective Biodiversity
Action Plans, because of their scarcity resulting from the common application of chemical fertilisers to grassland
in the 20th to 21st centuries. They may be classified according to the number of waxcaps, Hygrocybe species,
recorded at each site. A score of 22 or more species makes it an Internationally Important Status (12 sites in
England in English Nature Report 555: Evans, S. (2004) Waxcap-grasslands - an assessment of English sites.
English Nature.). A score of 17 or more is of Nationally Important Status (33 sites at the time of the English
Nature report in 2003). Holy Trinity Churchyard, Prestwood, with 22 recorded species, would qualify as
Internationally Important.

One particular species, Hygrocybe calyptriformis Pink, or Ballerina, Waxcap is a Biodiversity Action Plan
species in its own right for its special importance and rarity. This is one of the species appearing annually at Holy
Trinity Churchyard, Prestwood. Elsewhere in Bucks it is only known from Holy Trinity Churchyard at Penn Street.

The main features of a waxcap grassland are: short grass, nutrient-poor soil, and rich in moss (with which
the fungi have a symbiotic relationship). Acid soil such as this also supports a wider range of waxcaps than does,
say, chalk grassland. A waxcap grassland takes many centuries to develop and is therefore irreplaceable. It can
be destroyed overnight by excessive disturbance, neglect or fertilisation. With very few such biologically rich
sites in the world, it is important that those remaining be preserved. It was lucky that before the churchyard was
created in 1849 this site was part of pasture adjacent to (the now defunct) Knives Farm and had never been
ploughed - it is likely that it had been more or less the same from Anglo-Saxon times. Grazing would have kept the
grass short and created the conditions for rare fungi to thrive. It is even more fortunate that Holy Trinity
Church has a keen body of active volunteers that have managed the churchyard sensitively and appropriately.

Prestwood Nature has been involved in two ways. It has helped out at work parties organised by the
church to clear scrub and open more of the rich grassland, and it has been monitoring the fungi there for over 10
years. Waxcap grasslands are best studied over a long period of time because some species only produce fruit
bodies above ground occasionally. This autumn, from mid-September to mid-November, an intensive study of the
fungi was made by Tony and Val Marshall. Until then 18 species were known, but the close scrutiny added five new
species, as well as some other rare types of fungi associated with similar conditions. These were Earthy, Bitter,
Heath, Blackening, and Cedarwood Waxcaps.

A full report is being prepared and it is hoped to get the site recognised nationally and to try to get more
funding. Money is needed to help out with conservation of this site and to prepare educational materials, but it
might be used too to improve other potential sites. One of these is Great Hampden churchyard, which already has
some special plants and fungi, but which lacks a body of volunteers to maintain it. The commercial grass-cutting
firm used there does not remove the cuttings and so maintains too high fertility.

The best site for waxcaps in our area after Holy Trinity is Hampden Common (surrounding the cricket
pitch), which would also qualify as nationally important from the number of species known there at present. Great
Kingshill Common (again mostly devoted to cricket) would qualify as regionally important at the moment (at least 9
species). Four other sites have at least 4 waxcaps and would be classed as locally important: Great Hampden
churchyard, Prestwood Picnic Site, roadside verges of the Prestwood housing estate (formerly Prestwood
Common), and the remaining Prestwood Common, which has been considerably damaged by the football pitches and
also gets much traffic during certain community events, so that the fungi only just hang on in the verges.

Tony Marshall
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Now collecting! 2017 subscriptions still only £8

January is the month we collect subscriptions for the year. To make it easy to continue to enjoy Prestwood Nature
activities and to support the cause of conservation in our local area – Prestwood, Great Missenden, the Hampdens, the
Kingshills, North Dean and Speen - we are holding the annual fee at £8 per household for yet another year. This covers
the whole family for the whole of 2017 and includes, at no extra charge:-

· 3 editions of this newsletter with fascinating articles recording what nature is doing in our area through the
year.

· 3 lively and interesting talks in local halls. The 2017 programme includes talks on local fauna and flora rarities,
nature photography and edible (or not!) fungi.

· Bird, Flower and Fungus nature walks suitable for all ages led by one of our experts.

· The opportunity to contribute to local conservation in a convivial atmosphere by joining in project work at one
or more of our local sites.

It’s easy to renew your subscription. There are 3 easy ways to choose from:-

1. We prefer it if you can send £8 by bank transfer to the Prestwood Nature account at Lloyds, Sort Code 30-91-91,
Account 00909028. Please put your full name in as the reference and let Paul Heath, our membership
secretary, know by emailing membership@prestwoodnature.org .

2. If this doesn’t work for you, send a cheque for £8 made out to Prestwood Nature to Paul Heath, Hawthorn
House, Windsor Lane, Little Kingshill, HP16 0DP and confirm your return address.

3. If all else fails, bring £8 to Paul at the above address.

Thank you in advance for your prompt renewal. It’s only 2p per day for the whole family! Where else will you get this
value and support nature and conservation at the same time?

If you are not a member and would like to support the causes of nature and conservation in Prestwood, Great
Missenden, the Hampdens, the Kingshills, North Dean and Speen, then please take a look at our website for more
information. We’d love to have you join us and there is a Membership form you can download here.

Any questions, please contact Paul Heath at membership@prestwoodnature.org
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Introducing PN Council members

The Prestwood Nature Events Coordinator

What does an Events Coordinator coordinate? Events, clearly but in what form? The title sounded glamorous and
exciting, a bit like the kind of jobs they have on ‘Made in Chelsea’, although there might be fewer “A list celebrities”
involved. These are the thoughts that passed through my mind when Vanessa asked me if I wanted to take on the role
earlier this year. It turned out that it entails liaising with everyone who has an event, such as a work party and making
sure that the dates are entered on the Prestwood Nature calendar and appear on the website, and that none of them
clash.

I have been a member of Prestwood Nature since returning to the area over ten years ago, having departed the Bucks
beech woodlands when I left Dr Challoner’s to study Biology at the University of York. Enjoying the ecological side the
course and having always had an interest in Natural History, I went on to complete a doctorate at the University of East
Anglia, looking at the population dynamics of Acyrthosiphon pisum, better known as the pea aphid. Although most of us
come across aphids, often known as greenfly and blackfly, in our gardens, they are pests of agricultural and therefore of
economic importance, and the work was funded by the then Ministry of Agriculture Food and Fisheries.

Following post-doctoral work on the interactions between viruses and another insect pest, the Indian meal moth (Plodia
interpunctella) I moved into teaching, always having found this the most rewarding aspect of what I was doing and I now
work at a local Independent secondary school, inspiring 11-18 year olds with the wonders of the natural world. I
became a member of the Council a little over a year ago because I am passionate about the impact that local
conservation charities can have. I have really enjoyed the extra insight that being a member of the organisation has
given me into the local wildlife and its management. Even after having grown up in the Chilterns and completed a PhD
in Ecology I had never come across Corky-fruited Water-dropwort or the Slender Slug that roams Angling Spring Wood,
in a manner slightly less elegant than its name suggests. It is this local knowledge and community based work that I
think that Prestwood Nature does so well and is the reason that I am proud to be a member.

I am married with one young son who is 2.5 years old and has already attended two fungus forays, with careful
admonishments not to touch or eat anything.

Ross McVean

PN Council 2017

Council members 2017 Project

Chris Jolly 865107 jolly916@btinternet.com Newsletter Distribution
Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com Treasurer
Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com Sheepwash pond
Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com Secretary
John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow
Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com Family Activities /Talks
Kieran Sweeney 868527 keiransweeney@hotmail.com
Paul Heath NA membership@prestwoodnature.org. Membership Secretary
Ross McVean 890229 ross871@hotmail.co.uk Events Coordinator
Vanessa Rickett 866516 chair@prestwoodnature.org Chair /Kiln Common Orchard
Other contacts
David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com Holy Trinity, PNNews printer
Hilary Tyrrell 865902 tyrellkhornbeam@aol.com Angling Spring Wood
Philip Pratt 523869 highbeeches1@yahoo.co.uk PN reserve/Chiltern Society
Sylvia Bennett 866302 sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk Butterfly Transect
Tina Hillas NA admin@prestwoodnature.org Pollinator Friendly Garden
Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org. Surveys/Wildlife records
Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org. Hedges Trees/Newsletter editor
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Dates for your Diary
January 2017
9 Monday Angling Spring Wood 9:45am-1pm Work party Meet at gate on Martinsend Lane. Project Leader Hilary Tyrrell
15 Sunday Prestwood Nature Reserve 10am-2pm Work party Parking on site. Mainly cutting scrub with loppers and/or
hand saws. Come and go as you please. Project Leader Philip Pratt

February 2017
6 Monday Angling Spring Wood 9:45am -1pm Work party Meeting place tba Project Leader Hilary Tyrrell
12 Sunday Kiln Common Orchard 10am-1pm Work party Park in Greenlands Lane. General tidying and mulching
Contact Vanessa orchard@prestwoodnature.org
21 Tuesday Great Missenden Memorial Hall 7:45-9:45pm Illustrated talk Conserving butterflies Nick Bowles Organised
by BBOWT. More info 01442 862774 or bbowt.org.uk Admission £3 includes refreshments

March 2017
6 Monday Angling Spring Wood 9:45am -1pm Work party Meeting place tba Project Leader Hilary Tyrrell
19 Sunday Boug’s Meadow Work party Free parking Link Rd CP Tree pruning and general tidying after winter Project
leader John Obee
28 Tuesday Great Missenden Memorial Hall 7:45-9:45pm Illustrated talk Travels through our Flora in the Chilterns Tony
Marshall No charge Further info admin@prestwood nature.org

April 2017
2 Sunday Bird Walk 9:30am -11:30am Walk to identify migrating and local birds in Shardeloes area. Meet outside
Crown at Little Missenden. Leader John Obee.
8 Saturday Pollinator Friendly Garden 10am -12 noon work party General tidying and spring clearance Project leader
Tina Hillas.

May 2017
1 Bank Holiday Monday Spring Flower Walk 2pm-4pm Venue tba Leader Tony Marshall.
20 Saturday Pollinator Friendly Garden 10am -12 noon work party General tidying and spring clearance Project leader
Tina Hillas.
28 Sunday Boug’s Meadow work party General tidying after contractor cut TBC Free parking Link Rd CP Project leader
John Obee

For further information about events and contacts see our website www.prestwoodnature.org Please check for regular updates.
Wycombe Wildlife group also has a programme of walks and talks. See www.wycombewildlifegrp.co.uk/evtjan01.htm

Spring Hedgerow and woodland Hampden Valley from Wren Davis field

PNNews is published 3 times a year, edited by Val Marshall, printed by David Page
Next print deadline date is May 29th 2017


