
Message from the Chair  
It hardly seems possible that we have already reached June and half the year is 

already behind us! 

What has Prestwood Nature been doing over the past 6 months – quite a lot! 

Good numbers of our members have not only turned out to help on work 

parties but also to come on field walks spotting both birds and wild flowers 

with our local expert members.  The weather has been unexpectedly kind for 

these outings and as usual we have learnt much from them. 

Importantly, and thanks to the valiant efforts of John Obee and members who 

have supported the Great Missenden Co-op charity scheme, we have received a 

grant of £2180 to help us in our efforts to produce a wildflower meadow at 

Boug’s Meadow.  We have been working on this project for several years now 

and this timely injection of cash will enable us to engage with consultants to 

move the project forward more quickly.  If in the coming months you see some 

mechanical equipment on the meadow it will be our contractors and not HS2 

taking a wrong turn at the roundabout! 

Meanwhile next time you are in Great Missenden take a few moments to see 

what we have already achieved by the efforts of the work parties and our small 

group of dedicated scythers.  Or come along to one of our work parties to enjoy 

the companionship of fellow members as you pull up nettles! 

We have realised that we do not provide much that is directed specifically 

towards children although they are always welcome to join us on our walks and 

talks.  We have also noticed that they either own or have access to smart 

phones with cameras which they use constantly.  So we have decided to run a 

Wildlife Photo Competition for under 17s.  It will be open to all in the age group 

and we are asking for a picture of local wildlife – plants, animals or general 

environment.  Full details will be found in this newsletter and on the website. 

Please encourage your children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces, neighbours’ 

children and anyone else you can think of, to enter.  We hope this will 

encourage the younger generation to start seeing the wildlife there is around 

them and might even provide some new wildlife records for our area. 

Take some time to read this newsletter which is packed full of other important 

and interesting articles about Prestwood Nature and what we are doing or 

planning to do for the rest of the year.                                       Vanessa Rickett 
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Members’ News 
 
As I write this it definitely feels like summer - it is hard to remember back to the beginning of January.  It was a mild 
winter again: good for some creatures, like aphids - and that's good for others like ladybirds and blue tits - but not good 
for those species that need a hard winter pause to reset their clocks (like many plants).  Gardens in January-February 
saw the influx of the usual birds - Nuthatches, Great Spotted Woodpeckers, Long-tailed Tits, and Goldcrests, all 
apparently doing well and some staying on to nest, but the lack of really hard weather brought in few winter visitors 
other than a smattering of redwings.  The only significant report was of "many hundreds, perhaps a thousand" 
Fieldfares in a field by Grim's Ditch at Hampden (Mandy Cotton).  We even had an unseasonal spell of summer in late 
February which had Chiffchaffs singing in Haleacre Wood and Skylarks in a nearby field (both from Paul Heath), while 
there was a burst of over-wintered Brimstone butterflies that just about all our members reported on 20 February: I 
think I was the only person who did not see one!  They were beaten to first place, however, by a Peacock seen on 14 
February by Paul Heath: obviously a particularly acute specimen that knew what was coming.  The same day (20 Feb) 
witnessed Frogs returning to ponds and active Honey Bees (Jeanette Hedley).  Paul Moore mentioned to me that there 
was a good display of Marsh Marigold this year at the pond behind Hildreth's Garden Centre (from which it could be 
viewed).  I went to see it and also noticed that a plant of Skunk Cabbage Lysichiton americanus (like a large yellow arum) 
had been planted by this pond, too, its only site near here. 
 Because we were then plunged back into colder weather again, we did not have our first Comma reports until 
15 March (Jeanette Hedley, a few minutes before George Lewis), and Small Tortoiseshell on 27 March (that was me), 
the same day David Wildman reported a Comma at Boug's Meadow.  The next day I saw a Green Woodpecker was 
already nesting in an old ash-tree in Prestwood Park. 
 We did not get much spring activity, however, until April, with a Tawny Mining-bee making nests in Little 
Kingshill Village Green (Paul Heath) and Orange-tips emerging at Kiln Common Orchard.  It was a cool dull month, 
however, and there was not much going on: although St. George's Mushrooms were seen as usual around St. George's 
Day, they were much less numerous than previous years.  May started pretty much the same with only a trickle of 
observations.  I saw Speckled Wood and Dingy Skipper at Prestwood Picnic Site on 4 May, and the dingy skippers were 
still around at the end of the month.  No ladybirds were reported outside until an Orange Ladybird on 13 May. 
 Then the present warm spell, with temperatures getting into the 20s, began about 21 May.  7-spot and 
Harlequin Ladybirds appeared, Large Red Damselflies emerged from ponds (Jeanette Hedley: who also noted that most 
were being immediately snapped up the resident Dunnocks!), Small and Large Whites were flying, George Lewis found 
Stag-beetle larvae in a rotting stump and a long-horned moth Adela reaumurella in his garden on 24 May, and Peter 
Daltry took a great picture of an ichneumon Rhyssa persuasoria laying eggs into a pine log with its extraordinarily long 
ovipositor.  All ichneumons are parasites on insect larvae, but Rhyssa specialises in those of wood-wasps, which live well 
inside large branches, which is why it has to have such a long (and strong and sharp-tipped) ovipositor to reach them.  
Definitely photo of the year so far!   
 

 

                      Rhyssa persuasoria with ovipositor   P.Daltry  

 

      

     Tawny mining bee  George Lewis 

 
 



Jeanette Hedley's report of a Painted Lady on her Viburnums on 22 May 

must, unfortunately be discounted as an early immigrant: the commercial 

firm Insectlore supplies Painted Ladies for release at weddings and other 

celebrations, a practice which has recently become popular, and they issued 

large numbers throughout the country at around this time.  Another firm 

Worldwide Butterflies also supplies butterflies of many more species.  These 

releases are making any scientific study of butterflies increasingly difficult, 

and is reprehensible because it could lead to native populations of some 

species becoming dangerously low without this being apparent.           

Badgers are much in the news at the moment.  Populations have increased 

and some near houses occasionally invade gardens in numbers and proceed 

to dig up precious flower-beds and manicured lawns for worms, often night 

after night.  This has been happening in many parts of our area and has 

caused angry protests by some gardeners.  The badger is protected, so 

there is little that can be done.  A stronger fence is one remedy, but the 

most sure-fire way is for gardeners to urinate from time to time around the 

boundaries of their property - badgers have a good sense of smell and 

perceive such "scent-marking" as proclaiming this to be human territory, so 

they avoid it like the plague.  I am assured by Paul Moore that this works 

very well, and Mike Collard has also recommended it.  There is a similar 

problem in the churchyard at Holy Trinity, but I have hesitated to mention 

this solution to the vicar.  The same issue could be much in our favour, 

however, as badgers have started building a new sett on the boundary of 

Boug's Meadow - that could stymie any suggestion to make it a car-park!              

This year seems to be a good one for White Helleborines, most of their local 

populations being as high as they have ever been, including Stonygreen 

Bank, where there is currently a brilliant display of Sainfoin as well.  Other 

orchids also seem to be coming along well.                                                                     

There have been several new sightings of rarer species during these five 

months.  They are:     Green Cellar Slug Limacus maculatus - this European 

species colonised Ireland some time ago but has only recently become 

established in a few places in mainland Britain.  There has been a 

population in the garden of Patricia Strugnell in Great Missenden for a 

couple of years and it has now been seen by Paul Heath at Little Kingshill.  It 

is a large slug with obvious blotches and tends to have a greenish colour, 

although there are some commoner species that look similar.                                                    

Krauss's Clubmoss Selaginella krasussiana - this plant has been introduced 

to a few places in this country, probably accidentally with pot-plants.  It was 

first seen in Great Missenden by Pat Strugnell, in the garden of a friend, and 

I was able to confirm it this February.  It is easily overlooked, as it grows in 

damp shady places and is easily mistaken for a moss.  (See Plant Portrait) 

Veitch's Bamboo Sasa veitchii - I noticed a colony of this bamboo in Peterley 

Wood (near the houses on the east side).  Bamboos can be quite invasive 

and difficult to remove: it could be our next Japanese knotweed.  

Meanwhile it is at least an interesting curiosity.                                                                          

Wolf's Milk Lycogala terrestre - appeared on an old log in my garden this 

April.  It is a slime-mould, often lumped with fungi, but really quite distinct.                                                                                                   

Rue-leaved Saxifrage Saxifraga tridactylites - pretty native low plant with 

white flowers and reddish leaves, found at only its second local station at 

Missenden Abbey, where there is also a large population of one of our rare 

ferns Hard Shield-fern Polystichum aculeatum on the old walls.                  

 

 

 White Helleborine, Stony Green Bank 

 

Green Cellar Slug 
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Henbit Lamium amplexicaule - after apparently going extinct in our area, 

Val Marshall discovered it again under a hedge near Little Kingshill.  It is like 

a small Red Dead-nettle, but the upper leaves are rounder and unstalked, 

and the flowers are bright red in bud.                                                                

Evergreen oak Quercus ilex - the first record for our area (apart from a 

vague old reference in Gomms Wood), but just a seedling!  It was at the 

edge of Beamond Wood, but we could not find a parent tree from which it 

might have come.  If anyone knows of an evergreen oak in our area - even 

in a garden - perhaps they would let me know.  Also close by was a small 

patch of Common rock-rose.                                                                                                              

Spurge-laurel Daphne laureola - this was frequent in Beamond Wood, 

probably our best colony (as the largest one at Speen was destroyed, 

perhaps in mistake for invasive Cherry-laurel.)  Most pleasing, however, was 

the finding of our first specimen in Holy Trinity churchyard, despite this area 

having been intensively botanised for years - David Page immediately 

protected it with a cage, as it is dangerously close to a Cherry-laurel hedge 

that is being kept cut back.  Another plant here this year for the first time 

ever was Spotted Medick, a yellow trefoil with a black spot on every leaf.  

The grass is being allowed to grow longer on the north side of the church 

now and there was a good display of Bugle and Hairy Sedge.                                                                                          

There are hundreds of different aphids; Patchiella reaumuri is an 

uncommon one which causes galls on lime trees and was seen for the first 

time on those planted at the corner of Prestwood Recreation Ground.        

Tetraneura ulmi - another uncommon one that causes spectacular galls on 

elm leaves, rashes of yellow blisters and stalked "pouches", observed for 

the first time in the far hedge at Bougs Meadow.                                                                                                   

Caper Spurge Euphorbia lathyris - this plant, which was originally grown in 

cottage gardens for its medicinal properties, has become established and 

pops up unexpectedly all over the place.  Jeanette Hedley has one coming 

up in her garden this year.                                                                                      

Squirrel-tail Fescue Vulpia bromoides - I found this grass growing 

abundantly in pavement cracks at Great Missenden station, our first record.  

I have previously found its relative Rat's-tail Fescue there - they like the 

same conditions and, being annuals, tend to move around.                                                                                                     

Common Broomrape Orobanche minor - a purplish plant lacking 

chlorophyll, parasitic on clovers, that is unpredictable in appearance from 

year to year - we found several in the Wren Davis field next to the Picnic 

Site in May.                                                                                                            

Rust fungus Puccinia punctiformis - this was our first record, but not 

because it is rare but because no-one had thought to look for it before.  It is 

actually common on Creeping Thistles, but only occurs on the undersides of 

the leaves, first as brown spots in April and then rusty ones in May, which 

have the unusual feature of smelling like honey!  Where they occur they 

very much weaken the plant, which can then be picked out by its stunted 

growth and yellowing leaves.  We found it in the Wren Davis field above 

Meadsgarden Wood.                                                   

                                                                                  Tony Marshall                                                              
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PN Bird Walk on Sunday April 2nd 2017 
 
 

 

Watch the birdie    Photo Valerie Obee 

 

 

 Black Swan  

 

 

Long-tailed tit 

 

(See also Hanna’s Canada Geese photo 

on P9) 

 It was dry and sunny with a rather cool north-westerly breeze when 

we met at The Crown, Little Missenden on the morning of April 2nd for the 

annual Prestwood Nature Bird Walk.  There were 15 of us including 2 children 

and after a quick briefing we set off at a leisurely pace along the track towards 

Shardeloes Lake.  Spring was very much in the air with blossoms to be 

enjoyed and a small group of lambs in the field on the left.  The adjoining plot 

was being rooted up with great gusto by a lively gang of pigs.  The track was 

dry and hopes of a long list of sightings were high. 

 The hopes were quickly dashed as we saw a large smoky bonfire at 

the entrance to the farm and a scattering of metal detecting people spread 

out across the fields wielding their equipment and occasionally stopping to 

break the sod in search of treasure!  We hastened past the fire and people, 

and made for the relative quiet of the large field by the sluice.  On the way a 

skylark was heard and then seen in the field of wheat on the right and a 

swallow flew overhead, soon to be followed by a house martin.  Things (and 

us) were looking up!  Near the sluice we had close-ups of a black swan, and 

then moved along to the vineyard hoping to see some finches.  No luck except 

for the ubiquitous chaffinch with its distinctive call, so we retraced our steps 

and entered the big field with its grazing horses and walked along the side of 

the river. Kite and mewing buzzard wheeled overhead and we soon saw the 

first of several pairs of gadwall.   A quick flash of a green woodpecker entering 

the trees on the far bank was followed by several of its distinctive cackling 

calls but no further sightings although we did identify its probable nest-hole.  

The resident herons were conspicuous by their absence as we reached the 

end of the field and passed through the gate into the meadow alongside the 

lake.  After adding a pair of teal, a few tits, robins and wrens to our list we 

were delighted to have brilliant views of both male and female reed bunting – 

a first for some of the group.  Long-tailed tits joined us as we studied the lake 

for birds. Our collective scrutiny yielded a host of additions to our notebooks 

including pochard, little and great crested grebe, tufted duck and 3 species of 

gull.  More swallows flew over in search of insects and a water rail started its 

clucking/warbling call close by.  In the sloping field at our backs magpies, 

crows and geese were busy grubbing for worms.  It was now feeling warm and 

everyone was clearly having a good time.  So good that it was a rather 

reluctant group who answered the call to 'about turn' and start heading for 

the pub. 

 On our way back we had two yellowhammer sightings, several singing 

dunnock and good views of a willow warbler.  In fact there was so much bird 

song and activity that our progress was frequently slowed by the need to raise 

binoculars and share our sightings.  Back at the pub two rooks with beaks 

stuffed full of nest building material and a house sparrow going in and out of 

the climber on the wall brought our species listing to a very respectable 42 for 

the trip.  The highlights were definitely the reed buntings and the swallows 

(enough to make a summer?) 

 A lovely walk and a great way to spend the morning. It was good to 

see several new faces.                                                                          .John Obee 

 



 
 

PN Flower Walk May 1st 
Despite a sharp shower before the meeting time, and a cold snap during 

the preceding week, twenty members and friends met for the annual 

flower walk.  We met at Hughenden Manor lower carpark, and walked up 

to the church.  In the borders amongst garden plants such as Honesty and 

Star of Bethlehem we found Herb Robert, the fern Black Spleenwort 

growing on the flint walls, wood spurge and hybrid bluebell.  Amongst the 

older gravestones we found Mayflower (aka milkmaids or cuckooflower) 

and ground ivy.  We passed a huge ‘mother’ yew tree – low boughs had 

rooted to surround the main trunk with several well grown ‘children’ yews.  

Unfortunately the Church authorities saw fit to store a compost skip under 

the ‘skirts’ of the tree, which prevented a true appreciation of its 

wonderful form.   

In the field above the churchyard Bulbous Buttercup and Wood Goldilocks 

were flowering, and we noted that the trees in the meadow had all been 

‘pruned’ at cattle head height, providing a uniform cut-off level for all the 

boughs.  We progressed up to the road between the walled garden and a 

private house, where we noted Ivy-leaved Toadflax in frequent clumps on 

the flint wall, with the cottage garden plant Greater Celandine (with its 

orange juice) flowering below.   

We passed the walled garden – of interest as a cultivated habitat, but not 

our concern at this time, and the stable block (some members promised 

themselves a teas on return) and we began a descent along a flinty dry 

path, noting Common Dog Violet, Primrose and Barren and Wild 

Strawberry flowers.  The path took us past the wartime radio station and 

down into the ancient woodland.  Many of the trees here are Yew and 

male Hollies.  Wych elm’s lime green seeds were scattered over the path 

and slopes like giant monochrome confetti.  Laurels were invasive. 

We reached a sloping bank which bordered a field and supported groups 

of Cowslip, Primrose, Bugle, Bladder Campion and Marjoram.   Here the 

management of the slopes seemed to have been unsympathetic – several 

very old Box trees had been chopped down to the ground, and though 

there were some signs of regeneration, there were also some trees which 

seem to have been lost completely.  Below the path the grass was growing 

at the expense of the fine showing of flowers we had been used to seeing 

there in the past. 

We walked down to the lowest path beside another ‘overgrown’ grassy 

field and then turned right to climb up the slope again.  Here were the 

reduced remains of the Coralroot that we had looked forward to finding.  

Although there were the remains of a couple of dozen spikes and flowers 

peeping through the Bluebells and Ivy covering the wood, there were only 

a couple of flowers remaining for photographs and close inspection. 

On our way back to the Manor and car-park we passed some beautiful but 

hard-to- photograph glades of swathes of Bluebells, with their heady 

perfume.  It had been an interesting walk and a celebration of familiar local 

wild-flowers. 
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Honey Bee Swarms   
 
Swarms such as the ones pictured are merely colonies that are in transition.  Normally 
these swarms are found hanging from tree branch, fence post or any place where the 
swarm can gather close to the Queen while scouts are sent out to look for a more 
permanent home.  A swarm left alone will only be in place from just a few minutes to a 
few hours and occasionally a few days.  Generally these swarms are very docile and the 
swarming bees usually will not sting. When honey bees swarm they gorge themselves 
with honey before leaving the hive which makes it very hard for them to double over and 
sting.   
 

What Causes Honey Bees to Swarm? 

Honey Bees have a natural instinct to survive by sending out new colonies. They may also 
swarm through overcrowding or because an old queen is thought to be failing and they 
wish to raise a new one. Honey Bees usually swarm in early spring just as the colony is 
building up numbers in anticipation of the upcoming honey flow but swarming can happen 
through to late summer   

It is difficult to predict if weather conditions will lead to a large number of swarms in 
a particular year. MBBKA members attended nearly 100 calls to swarms last year and are 
on standby to collect throughout our area in 2017  

 
 

 
 

If you see a Swarm: Declining Honey Bee numbers make the collection of 

swarms an important part of the work of bee keepers. You should never interfere with a 
swarm and pest control companies will not kill a swarm unless absolutely necessary.  
 
 

Please contact:  
MBBKA Swarm Hotline 07770370132   

Brian Bush – Mid Bucks Beekeepers and BBKA Swarm Officer BBKA British Bee 
Keepers Association website  

 

 

 

                                                www.mbbka.org.uk               www.bbka.org.uk  

 

 
 



Water Matters 
 

Rescuing Ratty 

 

Julia Lofthouse who is the leader of the BBOWT 

Water Vole Recovery Project is coming to talk to 

us in June about water voles.  Their numbers 

have plummeted by around 90% over the last 

few decades making it one of the most rapid and 

serious declines of any British wild mammal ever. 

Julia will talk about the work BBOWT is carrying 

out and how water voles are faring locally. 

(Details on events page). 

 

 

 

 

 

Water vole – Photo Chris Hughes 

 

Water Pollution in our area 
 
As part of the national "community science" project of the Freshwater Habitats Trust, a number of PN members* tested 
nitrogen and phosphorus levels in a variety of bodies of water.  Our results have been put into the national database, 
but it is interesting to see what can be made of our local results on their own. 
 Most, (20 out of 23), bodies of water tested had minimal 
nitrogen levels.  The three exceptions were the large duck pond in 
the centre of Holmer Green and both stretches of the River 
Misbourne that we were able to test, at Deep Mill and Little 
Missenden (unfortunately the river bed was dry this year through 
Great Missenden and at its Mobwell source).  The levels in the 
duck pond, although showing some phosphorus were not very 
high and not to the level usually considered polluting, but those in 
the river were very high.  This result was counter-intuitive, as the 
river had beautifully clear water and seemed in good condition.  
Either water in the natural underground reservoirs has a high 
nitrate level or nitrates are getting in at surface levels.  They could 
come from agricultural fertilisers, as the river passes through 
pasture land, but ponds in a similar situation did not have high 
values.  The other possibility is that the nitrates are coming from tap water used to keep water-levels artificially high at 
Deep Mill hospital, as tap-water is high in nitrates (which is why it is not recommended to fill a new pond from tap 
water but only from rainwater).  On the whole, however, it is reassuring that most of our ponds show no sign of nitrate 
pollution. 
 In terms of phosphates the picture was very different.  Only seven water bodies had minimal levels.  Another 
seven had some phosphates, but not to a level to cause concern.  The other nine had levels of pollution that would 
generally be considered too high.  It was not obvious at first sight what might explain the higher levels, as the water-
bodies involved were a very mixed group.   There was a tendency for those immediately adjacent to pasture (cow, 
horse, and sheep) to have higher levels of phosphates (in fact none of these water-bodies had minimal levels).  The high 
levels were also most obvious in ponds in the Great Hampden, Speen and Denner Hill parts of our area, rather than in 
Prestwood, Missenden and Kingshill, a finding that is difficult to explain.  Higher levels of phosphate also tended to be 
associated with the silting-up of ponds, particularly those surrounded by trees, and so may have partly come from 
decomposing leaves, although this was not always so, as there were some shallow ponds with low readings. 
 The findings then are rather confusing and we could obviously have done with a much larger sample - even 
though we tested every water body in our area that was holding water at the time and was publicly accessible, plus a 
few garden ponds.  It will be interesting to see in due course the overall findings of the national study, which may throw 
more light on the issues.     *Sylvia Bennett, Tony & Val Marshall, Judy Rixon 

 

 
River Misbourne 



 

Wildlife Photo Competition 

 

PN’s Phone/Camera Young Wildlife Photographer  

Are you 16 years of age or younger? Do you like taking pictures?  If the answer to these questions is YES, then why 

not enter our Wildlife Photo Competition. 

We aim to publish all wildlife photos received on our website with your name and will display as many pictures as we 

can at our meetings this year.  There will be different categories depending on age and on subject matter.  We will 

present certificates at our Annual General Meeting in November.   

To inspire you, here is a picture of Canada Geese taking off from the River Misbourne, snapped by Hanna Lukasiewicz 

(age 12) at our Prestwood Nature Bird Walk earlier this year on a mobile phone. 

 

Canada Geese taking off from the River Misbourne by Hanna Lucasiewicz (age 12) 

But pictures can be of anything, as long as they are of wildlife in some form.  Flowers, animals, birds, bees, butterflies, 

insects, invertebrates, fungus are all around us and often not noticed.  So keep your eyes open. 

Prestwood Nature has a number of events which might offer suitable picture taking opportunities during the summer 

such as the special “Beasts of the Night” at Boug’s Meadow, Great Missenden on September 1.  

It doesn’t matter whether the photo is taken on a camera or a mobile phone and we don’t mind if it’s on a borrowed 

device as long as you have permission.  The only thing is …. NO Selfies! No matter how wild you think you look! 

You can submit your photos direct to our website at http://prestwoodnature.org/photocomp  or email them to 

photocomp@prestwoodnature.org.   You will need a parents’ permission and to give us a few details of the picture.  A 

fuller explanation of the rules, the categories and how to enter can be found on the website. 

Have fun with your picture taking and let us know how you get on. 

 
 

http://prestwoodnature.org/events.html
http://prestwoodnature.org/photocomp
mailto:photocomp@prestwoodnature.org


 
Flower Portrait 16 Krauss's (or Mossy) Clubmoss 
  
 

Discovered for the first time in our area in Great Missenden this 

year (see Members' News), Selaginella kraussiana could be lurking 

in gardens anywhere, as long as there is some paving or a bare spot 

that is permanently moist and shady.  A tropical species, it is 

regularly introduced accidentally in the soil of pot-plants, but 

capable of surviving our winters in sheltered places.  A likely place to 

find it is on the floor of a cool greenhouse.  The main problem in 

recognising it is that it looks so like a moss, a green creeping mat of 

tiny leaves.  The clubmoss, however, is a proper plant, i.e. it has a 

structure ("vascular tissues") capable of transporting water and 

nutrients around itself, which means it has substantial stems, roots 

and leaves which are made up of several layers of cells.  Mosses are 

very flimsy in all their parts, cannot support themselves like a 

clubmoss, and are not made up of several thicknesses of cells.  In 

warm enough conditions Krauss's clubmoss will produce spores in 

special yellow "clubs" at the tips of the leafy sprays.  The leaves 

appear to be in two ranks along the stems, but if you look closely 

you will see two more ranks between them of much smaller leaves. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



PN Council Matters 
 

 

 

Profile  of Christine Jolly 

I was born in Manchester where I lived until I married Alan and we lived and 

worked in London, then Northampton, moving to Prestwood in 1979.  We liked 

travelling and did more of that after we took early retirement.  We were both on 

the Prestwood Society committee for many years and both involved with Church 

life and voluntary work, my favourites being a courier for the Anthony Nolan 

Trust and fundraising for different causes by sponsored skydiving.  Since Alan 

died I have continued to travel, I go walking a lot and keep fairly well occupied 

most of the time, my latest venture now being an attempt to help out with 

Prestwood Nature.  

                                                                                                               Christine Jolly                                           

 

From the Treasurer 

At the Annual General Meeting in November, Prestwood Nature must appoint a new treasurer.  No, I haven’t run off 
with the funds or even given up in disgust- it’s simply that our constitution prohibits me carrying on beyond the six years 
I have served. 

I hope a volunteer will come forward, so I thought it might be useful to explain what the job involves.  The truth 
is - not very much!  I have to keep financial records, but that is no more than a couple of spreadsheets.  No accounting 
or financial knowledge is required.  I am responsible for payments in and out of the bank account but, to give an idea of 
volume, there are typically about 25 payments a year to be made.  At the end of the financial year (which runs to 31 
March) I have to present a summary to the Prestwood Nature council and to an independent examiner of accounts. 

If there is one thing that has changed in my six year term, it is the banking system.  When I began, it was all 
about cheques and bank statements.  Now we have embraced online banking and life is a lot simpler- if I want to know 
how much we have in the account, I can check a phone app.  Not everything is so simple though - adding a new 
signatory should be straightforward, but I sometimes feel like banging my head against the wall as I fight bureaucracy! 

The treasurer is one of the three officers of Prestwood Nature, along with chair and secretary, so I attend the 
council meetings which are scheduled every two or three months.  It’s been a fascinating experience learning about the 
many projects we have been involved with, and the successes and problems encountered along the way (although the 
meetings do sometimes go on a bit - that’s a hint!).  So please don’t hesitate to come forward and volunteer, it’s an 
enjoyable and worthwhile e experience, and you will be made very welcome.                                      Chris Lee 

 

PN Council Contacts 2017 
Council members 2017 Phone Email  Project 

Chris Jolly 865107 jolly916@btinternet.com  Newsletter Distribution 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com     Treasurer 

Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash pond 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com  Secretary 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow 

Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com  Family Activities /Talks 

Kieran Sweeney 868527 keiransweeney@hotmail.com   

Paul Heath NA membership@prestwoodnature.org.  Membership Secretary 

Ross McVean 890229 ross871@hotmail.co.uk  Events Coordinator 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.  Hedges Trees/Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 chair@prestwoodnature.org  Chair /Kiln Common Orchard 

Other contacts    

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com  Holy Trinity, PNNews printer 

Hilary Tyrrell 865902 tyrellkhornbeam@aol.com  Angling Spring Wood 

Philip Pratt 523869 highbeeches1@yahoo.co.uk  PN reserve/Chiltern Society 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk   Butterfly Transect 

Tina Hillas NA admin@prestwoodnature.org  Pollinator Friendly Garden 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.  Surveys/Wildlife records 
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Dates for your Diary 

 
June    

12  Monday Glow-worm Walk  
9:00pm 

Hampden Bottom Farm Contact Fiona Waller for more info 

20  Tuesday Rescuing Ratty talk 
7:30 pm to 9:30  
 

Talk by Julia Lofthouse of BBOWT 
Water Vole Recovery Project 
Great Kingshill Village Hall 

Contact Vanessa Rickett for more 
info 

   

July   

30  Sunday Boug’s Meadow Free parking Link Rd CP General 
tidying after contractors’ cut 

Contact John Obee for more info 

   

August   

28  BH Monday  Print deadline for Sept edition of 
PNNews 

Contact Val Marshall for more info 

   

September   

1 Friday Boug’s Meadow evening 
event 

Beasts of the Night Contact John Obee for more info 

9 Saturday Pollinator Friendly 
Garden  10am -12 noon 

General tidying and Autumn clearance Contact Tina Hillas for more info 

   

October   

8 Sunday Boug’s Meadow 
10.00am-1:00pm 

Free parking Link Rd CP General 
tidying after contractor cut  

Contact John Obee for more info 

14 Saturday Fungus Walk 10:30am 
-1:00pm 

Holy Trinity Churchyard, Prestwood Contact Tony Marshall for more 
info 

21 Saturday  Pollinator Friendly 
Garden  10am -12 noon 

General tidying and final Autumn 
clearance 

Contact Tina Hillas for more info 

   

November   

7 Tuesday PN AGM and Talk 7:30-
9:30 

Fascinating Fungi - talk by Roger 
Wilding  Prestwood Village Hall 

Contact Vanessa Rickett for more 
info 

   

 

Further information about events and contacts is available on our website www.prestwoodnature.org   

Please check for regular updates. 

 

 
Summer Cornfield Edge 

http://www.prestwoodnature.org/

