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Chair’s Chat 

Looking out of my window as I get ready to go on our family summer 
holiday it looks as if autumn is already here.  

We are aware that many local people have not heard of 
Prestwood Nature.  They do not know who we are or what we are 
trying to do.  So your Council decided to try and make us more visible in 
the community when we are working on our sites or talking to people 
about the environment.  To this end we have designed and purchased 
T-shirts with our logo so the community can recognise us when we are 
out and about.  Their first outing was at the sessions of Prestwood 
Nature at the Library and we hope that this picture makes them look 
good!  

Prestwood Nature has been very busy this summer expanding 
our activities to try to connect with people from younger age groups.  
We succeeded in this at the Great Missenden Library this summer 
where we had 2-year olds sowing radish seeds to take home!  More 
about these fascinating sessions, which encompassed, bees, butterflies, 
bats and snails together with the largest seed in the world, later in the 
newsletter.  
 There is a family walk planned to search the hedgerows for the 
fruits being laid up for the winter diets of both wild birds and over-
wintering mammals, which may prove fruitful (sorry) for the older 
children taking part in the Junior Wildlife Photo Competition.  This runs 
to the end of October, and awards presented at the AGM in November.  
Please encourage your younger friends and relatives to take part. 

All this does take time and effort to organise and we are 
grateful not only to those who come to work parties but also to 
members willing to give a bit of their precious time to serve on the 
Council.  As the AGM approaches on the 7th November there is an 
opportunity for people to bring their energy to serve on the Council and 
shape the way that the organisation moves in the future.  You will soon 
receive your invitation to come to the AGM and help us to maintain the 
high standards that have been set in the past.  Please take a bit of time 
to think about how you can help – you might even get to wear a T-shirt! 

 
                                                                                        Vanessa Rickett 
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Members’ News 
This report, covering the main summer period from June to 
August, is seldom concerned with fungi, which tend to dominate in 
autumn, but this year is an exception.  Conditions have been 
perfect for these organisms to come to fruition - warm, but not too 
hot most of the time, and plenty of rain.  More and more people 
are getting interested in fungi, which comprise the most basic and 
diverse of all biological kingdoms, so I make no apologies for 
leading on this subject here. 
 Observations began trickling in right from the beginning of 
June.  Truffles are some of the least recorded of our fungi because 
they hardly appear above ground at all, and when they do they are 
so inconspicuous, like a stone or a lump of clay, that they are 
usually overlooked.  But Peter Daltry has an eye for them.  He has 
had Summer Truffles in his garden in the past, but this year it was 
the much rarer Bath Truffle Melanogaster broomeanus.  This was a 
first for our area, and there are only 55 records on the National 
Bidoversity Network (NBN) map for Britain. 
 Also at the beginning of June I had a large patch of the 
White Button Mushroom Agaricus nivescens come up in my 
garden.  These stay pure white for a long time, unlike other 
mushrooms that go yellowish or brown.  I do not know where they 
came from, having first seen them last year, and there are very few 
records nationally - it does not yet feature on the NBN maps at all.  
The spores are available commercially for growing, so it may 
become more frequent as an escape.  They are very good to eat 
and, as they kept appearing through the summer, Val and I had 
several meals out of them (when we noticed them before the 
slugs), still leaving plenty to propagate themselves.  In August they 
were joined by a group of another Agaricus, the Macro Mushroom 
A. urinascens, another of our favourite eaters.  This one has been 
appearing for years at various places on the Prestwood estate, 
although it is nationally rare.  Before the end of the month I had 
logged two more rare mushrooms, A. impudicus (Tufted Wood 
Mushroom) and A. porphyrocephalus (Purplish Mushroom), both in 
the verge beside Wycombe Road.  They emerge and disappear 
again so quickly that they can, if lucky, appear between the grass-
cutting sessions that destroy most flowering plants. 
 The hot dry June prevented further records until the end of 
July, when the summer fungi began appearing again in good 
numbers.  I noticed Common Puffballs Lycoperdon perlatum in the 
verges of Nairdwood and Lodge Lanes on 30 July, and the Giant 
Puffball Calvatia gigantea joined them just after, on Denner Hill 
and near Perks Lane.  More good food (one puffball serves two 
people at least) - slice, pierce with slivers of garlic, coat in oil and 
marinate, then grill for a few minutes each side until just golden in 
colour - delicious! 
               In August Peter Daltry found Fluted Bird's-nest Cyathus 
striatus in his garden - an unusual tiny fungus shaped like a goblet, 
containing rounded spore-bodies looking like eggs.  He also had 
Sepia Bolete Xerocomellus porosporus.  The boletes (the Cep 
family, with pores, not gills, under the cap) are often the earliest of 
the autumn fungi to appear, I tend to find.  About this time I was 
finding the Lurid Bolete Boletus luridus at Prestwood and Stony 
Green (this is one of those that when cut the flesh goes deep blue 
like ink), Suede Bolete Xerocomus subtomentosus and Rooting 
Bolete Boletus radicans on Nairdwood Lane, and Matt Bolete  
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Xerocomellus pruinatus by Wycombe Road.  This was probably the 
best month we have ever had for the boletes. 
In early August I was also coming across brittlegills, very early for 
them - bright red Beechwood Sickener Russula nobilis at Stony 
Green, Bleached Brittlegill R. exalbicans at Prestwood Picnic Site, 
and pink Dawn Brittlegill R. aurora by Wycombe Road.  Split 
Fibrecaps Inocybe rimosa were also in good quantity along 
Nairdwood Lane and Wycombe Road.  Our first waxcaps were also 
appearing, with George Lewis finding Blackening Waxcap 
Hygrocybe conica on Perks Lane and Giles Cockings sending 
pictures of them from Little Kingshill (both new sites for this 
species).  Finally, when Val was searching for slugs in a dark 
overgrown corner of our garden, she came across an unexpected 
large colony of the much-branching Upright Coral Ramaria stricta 
on 21 August. 
 Enough toadstools, you cry!  What else was there?   
 In mid-June Christine Hoskins reported Bee orchids Ophrys 
apifera in her garden meadow, while a Polecat Mustela putorius 
raided her hen-house, eating one fowl immediately and burying 
three more for later.  (Toadstools are not so much trouble!)  At the 
same time, Jeanette Hedley had Great Spotted Woodpecker come 
to her garden, where dragonflies (Broad-bodied Chasers Libellula 
depressa) emerged from her pond and Hornets Vespa crabro drank 
water in the heat from the tops of lily-pads.  Sylvia Bennett also 
reported the same dragonflies at her pond.  No doubt the weather 
was encouraging us to spend more time in the garden, as David 
Page saw Muntjac eating his peas, a three-foot long Grass Snake, 
and five Slow-worms in his compost bin, while Peter Daltry in his 
garden noticed the large black-brown longhorn beetle Stenocorus 
meridianus (only our second record).  At least Paul Heath ventured 
a bit further and reported Sparrowhawk from Stonygreen Wood.  I 
have not seen sparrowhawks so much recently - are they 
declining? 
 After the hot spell it was no surprise that the immigrant 
Hummingbird hawkmoth Macroglossum stellatarum had come 
across the Channel to pay us a visit, as reported by both Jeanette 
Hedley 22 June and Peter Daltry two days later.  It was a week later 
before I saw one on my own buddleia.  As for the butterflies, there 
have been a number of Red Admirals that were probably 
immigrant but surprisingly no Painted Ladies.  Some of our natives 
that are tending to be scarce these days, however, were all seen - 
Essex Skipper, Small Copper, Small Heath, Brown Argus, Dingy 
Skipper, mostly at Prestwood Picnic Site, but also elsewhere.  Very 
occasionally we get a glimpse of the Purple Emperor and this was 
one of those years, Peter Daltry having one visit his garden in July.  
We still have not found where they may be breeding (the 
caterpillars feed on willows).  The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 
moth Striped Lychnis has one of its centres of distribution around 
here.  The caterpillars feed only on the flowers and seeds of Dark 
Mullein Verbascum nigrum.  They were seen on this plant in two 
gardens this August - Peter Daltry's in Perks Lane and Trevor 
Hussey's in Stocking Lane. 
 In July Peter had also added several significant insects from 
his garden - the hoverfly Chrysotoxum bicinctum, which particularly 
likes short chalk grassland; Stag-beetle Lucanus cervus; the 
impressive Great Wood-wasp Urocerus gigas, which lays eggs in 
timber using a long stout ovipositor; and the spider-hunting wasp 
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Auplopus carbonarius.  Just down the same road Mike Collard was 
visited by a Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens, dragonfly, 
which breeds in rivers, but just occasionally flies farther afield - I 
had one similarly in my garden in 1989.  Nearby at Prestwood 
Picnic Site on 23 August Ched George recorded three rare 
hoverflies - Eristalis intricarius, Rhingia rostrata (our first record), 
and Volucella inanis (now a regular at this site). 
 This year was not especially notable for its plants, despite 
the periods of warm wet weather encouraging larger than usual 
growth.  An example of the latter was a spike of Great Mullein 
Verbascum thapsus in front of Bob Fastner's house in Prestwood 
that grew to three metres high and had fifteen or more branches.   
               There were three unusual appearances, however.  At the 
end of June we noticed Zigzag Clover Trifolium medium by the 
bridleway above Angling Spring Wood, our first record since 1993, 
possibly brought in with one of the weird seed mixtures that 
farmers seem to be encouraged to sow on unused arable 
nowadays.  This one is, however, an attractive red clover and will 
be welcome to survive if it can.   
                The second, much bigger, surprise was Great Burnet 
Sanguisorba officinalis, an indicator species for old undamaged 
meadows, never before seen in our area.  A few plants were in a 
wide grass verge on Lodge Lane on the 1st of July and may have 
come from long-buried seed from the time a hundred years ago 
when this was fields.  It may in fact have been there for some time 
but never allowed to come up to flower because of too-frequent 
mowing.  It only had a chance this year because the County Council 
were late starting mowing through lack of money.  It flowered for 
several days, but had no chance to form ripe seed before the 
verge-desecrators came along with their blundering machines and 
wiped it all out.  With it went some specimens of Prestwood 
Parsley Oenanthe pimpinelloides, at its only location in the county, 
but at least that is safe growing in the orchard and fields on the 
west side of Wycombe Road.  We have toiled endlessly to get a 
conservation-friendly verge-cutting programme, but Transport for 
Bucks remains obstinately entrenched with its head buried in a 
trough of ignorance with a steadfast purpose of destroying what 
little remains of our biodiversity.  Our special parsley, however, 
seems just as stubborn - appearing every year along various 
roadsides in Prestwood before eventually succumbing to the 
inevitable apocalypse. 
 The third surprise, and a much happier one, was my 
discovery of a good patch of Large Wild Thyme Thymus pulegioides 
on Stonygreen Bank.  It had not been recorded here before and I 
suspect it may have come as seed on the boots of farmer Virginia 
Deradour, as she also owns Meadsgarden Field where there is a 
good colony.  Alternatively, it may have come from buried seed 
which had eventually found this recovering chalk grassland to its 
liking.  This site and Meadsgarden are looking better and better 
every year under Countryside Stewardship.  They are both precious 
local assets. 
               A Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii appeared 
in Holy Trinity churchyard again, three years after one was first 
spotted there, and a lone Violet Helleborine Epipactis purpurata 
flowered for the second year running along Green Lane.  Peter 
Daltry tells me that the colony near Redlands End is still flourishing, 
including the rare variety rosea which totally lacks chlorophyll and 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Imperforate St.Johns-wort 

is just pink and white.  George Lewis came across a single Broad-
leaved Helleborine Epipactis helleborine by a path in Peterley 
Wood - the first time one had been seen there (or any other 
orchid) since 1958!  Before I could take a look, however, some 
careless walker had flattened it.  I guess it may not bother to 
flower again for another 60 years!  There were hundreds of 
Common broomrape Orobanche minor in Meadsgarden Field north 
of the Picnic Site - the most I have ever seen in one colony.  They 
are parasitic on the red and white clovers there.  The small colony 
of Imperforate St.John's-wort Hypericum maculatum in a corner of 
Prestwood Picnic Site particularly enjoyed this August's rains - it 
was at the most vigorous that I have ever seen.  I showed it to 
some visiting lepidopterists and they were all taking photos of it. 
                 Brambles are an esoteric subject for study - there are 
about a hundred described species to be found in the Chilterns and 
they are difficult to identify.  Our knowledge of local brambles (and 
indeed for the rest of the Chilterns) was very limited and mostly 
based on very old records, so I organised a two-day trip for 
bramble experts (batologists) on 6-7 July, making sure they 
covered several sites in our area.  We now have a much better 
knowledge of what is around and which are the common species.  
This has enabled me to rewrite the section on Brambles in our on-
line Flora and this amended version should be available in the 
autumn.  I have also had to rewrite the Roses section because of 
some changes in nomenclature and the promotion of some 
varieties to full specific status.   
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What was most encouraging about the bramble foray was the re-
discovery of what is probably our rarest bramble Rubus 
leptadenes, which had only ever been recorded from Angling 
Spring Wood and Lee Common.  It still grows at both places and we 
also added two more - Lodge Wood and Sandwich Wood.  We shall 
be taking steps next year to map its occurrence in Angling Spring 
Wood so that it can be protected from being eliminated in any 
future forestry operations. 
 Another local foray was conducted by Paula Shipway, the 
county lichens recorder, who was training some of us to identify 
them.  This added 39 species to our records in just two hours.  
Although I am some way yet from being competent enough to do 
all lichens, I was able to add (with Paula's help) another species 
which is uncommon in this region - Buellia aethalea growing on a 
quartz pebble in my garden. 
 Finally, I have had few records from bird-watchers this 
summer, but I did notice a young family party of Jackdaws in Sixty 
Acres Road, which must have bred somewhere around there, while 
Paul Moore told me that Swifts had bred successfully in Prestwood 
High Street.  Both species have often been noted in Great 
Missenden (although decreasingly so in the case of swifts) and it 
was good to know they had extended up the hill.  Lack of nesting-
sites is the main problem for them both, and PN is trying to get 
swift nesting-boxes incorporated in all major new-builds in the 
area.  
                                                                                               Tony Marshall 
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   Broad-bodied Chaser female                                                       Brown Argus                                                                  Hoverfly Volucella inanis 
 
 

 

                      
  Hoverfly  Chrysotoxum bicinctum                                                                   Hornet drinking from lily-pad                 Photo Jeannette Hedley 
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Boug’s Meadow Community Day 
The big event in September is the Co-op funded Boug’s Meadow Community Day on Friday 22 September when we 
will be taking the next steps in establishing Boug’s Meadow as a wildflower meadow.  It’s a chance for all members 
of the community to enhance the value of the Meadow as a haven of peace and quiet in the centre of Great 
Missenden. 
              The whole day is being funded through the kind donation of £2180 from the Co-op Community Fund, based 
on local Co-op members’ purchases of Co-op branded goods at the Great Missenden Co-op.  This donation is 
specifically to further improve Boug’s Meadow and we are very grateful to the Co-op and all members of Prestwood 
Nature and the community who chose to nominate our project for this support. 
                Since Chiltern District Council, owners of the land, asked Prestwood Nature to manage it 11 years ago, our 
volunteers have turned it from a derelict wasteland into a properly managed meadow with an airy copse and an 
increasing number of wild flowers.  Several local organisations have assisted with grants.  More and more people 
are enjoying the peace of the meadow with the benches and table provided. 
                 However, because of the fertility of the nettle and dock infested soil, the wildflowers have found it difficult 
to establish in good numbers, so we are now making a more major intervention to speed up the recovery.  We are 
working on this in partnership with Chiltern Rangers, the local social enterprise who, like Prestwood Nature, hold 
the Queens Award for Voluntary Service. 
                 On 22 September we will scrape topsoil from a considerable part of the meadow surface in order to 
reduce the fertility.  This will take place between about 9am and 11am, with no general public access to the site.  
From about 11 am to about 4 pm, Chiltern Rangers will lead a number of activities to plant up the meadow and to 
enhance the rest of the site.  We need some volunteers to help with these activities which will include:- 

 Further tilling and soil preparation 

 Scattering of wildflower seeds and planting of wildflower plugs 

 Spreading and stomping hay for natural seed dispersal 

 Tree management including coppicing to encourage light and new growth in the copse 

 Chipping  

  There will also be activities suitable for children under adult supervision.   

If anyone has any hay from a wildflower portion of their garden or wants to bring along any plant plugs of 
wildflowers, we will be grateful for donations and will put them to appropriate use.  The Co-op manager and staff 
are kindly providing tea and coffee refreshments. 
We hope to see as many members of Prestwood Nature as possible on the day either to help out or just to 
encourage others, even if just for a minute or two.  No need to bring tools, but a pair of gloves might be handy.  If 
you plan to volunteer for something in particular or want more information, please drop us a line at 
membership@prestwoodnature.org and we will get back to you. 
Otherwise, just turn up.  See you there                                                                                              Paul Heath/John Obee    
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The Glow-worm Walk 
 June 12th, PN Council Meeting at Hampden Bottom Farm this evening.  It will have to be a short well-
disciplined affair as there is a glow-worm walk scheduled for 9pm.  Agenda looks manageable.  Nice looking home–
made cake on the table to go with the kindly proffered drink, courtesy of our host Fiona.  Everyone here now so off 
we go, Vanessa in the chair.  A lively meeting as usual and brought to a close just as the first people arrived at the 
farm for the walk.  Jenny commits the last discussions/decisions to her notepad for the future minutes then it's out 
to join the group now assembled in the yard.  I make it fourteen of us.  Still daylight.  Fiona gives us a briefing of what 
to do and expect.  Her own recent searches for glow-worms have been unsuccessful so sightings are possible rather 
than probable.  On the other hand she gives us high hopes of seeing barn owls in/around the box on the route of our 
stroll.  Off we go, out past the house and across the wheat field towards a hedged boundary complete with the tree 
hosting the barn owl box.  Initial chattering soon subsides as we near the tree and all eyes look upward.  We pause 
there for a few minutes listening to the definite 'hissing' noise made by chicks in the box.  No sign of adults, probably 
out finding supper for the family.  Fiona whispers 'never mind, I'm sure we'll see them later' as she heads off across 
another, much bigger field.  'If you see the wheat moving it will probably be the badgers, they like to use the tractor 
lines as footpaths', we're told.  After a few yards there is indeed movement, not by badgers but a roe deer as it leaps 
across the field in a series of huge bounds making for the cover of the trees on the field boundary to our left.  A look 
around soon reveals another deer on the side of the field to our right.  No doubt they find our presence obtrusive. 
  
On now, following Fiona into the slowing fading light.  A buzzard 
wheels above us.  A dark silhouette against a sky strew with 
fluorescent vapour trails.  No stars visible yet.  We reach a large 
area of fenced set-aside and head left towards a woody field 
edge.  Ox eye daisies and tall flowering grasses in abundance.  
On the way we see several bats hunting.  We pass a patch 
where Ian has sown seed-bearing plants for over-wintering 
birds before making our way uphill where our attentive leader 
warns us to be on the lookout for low growing brambles which 
can easily trip us up. We reach a large log alongside a public 
footpath.  The log has been hewn into a bench which quickly 
supports several PN members.  Out comes Paul's camera and 
after a bit of herding and a 'click' we are all committed to 
computer memory!  Then it’s on again, downhill.  It's just about 
dark and all pairs of eyes are looking for the glowing insects we are so intent on finding.  There are plenty of large 
floppy/fluffy white moths about but no glowing, just the dark base of shrubs and grasses. 
  
It's so quiet out here.  A truly beautiful silence in this hectic world of ours.  However that silence is soon broken by a 
muntjac bark nearby and a pheasant gives its distinctive 'croak' over near the woods.  Just before entering a wood we 
see what we think is a roe deer in front of us on the path.  Maybe one of the pair we disturbed earlier.  Even though it 
seems very dark now, when we enter the wood we still find it even darker!  After a short traverse we break out again 
onto another piece of set-aside.  The stars are appearing now and bats visit us frequently.  Hilary asks Fiona for the 
source of a strong smell in the air.  I didn't catch the response except that it was often experienced on this path and 
was of organic origin! 
  
We pass through a large metal gate into one of the Herdwick sheep pastures.  David sees a white 'blob' cross the dark 
backdrop of the trees.  A barn owl?  Into the farmyard with its enormous vehicles.  We cluster round our leader and 
briefly discuss our walk and without needing very much encouragement we go straight through the yard and head for 
the owl box again!  No glow-worms but a second chance to see an owl!  On the way across the field, just as we 
approach the box, Ross spots an 'owl-like' shape beating its way towards the 'home' tree.  The chick noises cease and 
we declare that it must indeed have been one of the adults.  Great stuff.  It now being way past the witching hour we 
retrace our steps to the farm.  A quick round of goodbyes and thankyous and it’s through the large electric gate and 
head for home. 
  
A lovely crepuscular walk. OK, we didn't see much but we heard plenty and we were given a welcome reminder 
about the power of the sound of silence.  Well done Fiona!       
             John Obee 
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Junior Wildlife Photo Competition 
Still time to enter 
It has been great to see a number of entries for the Junior Wildlife 
Photo Competition come in over the summer.  We’ve had quite a 
few of birds but increasingly now of flowers, amphibians, fungi 
and other wild things. Interestingly we have quite a few nice 
photos obviously taken on overseas trips, so we may need to 
have a special category for this.  Then there are some very artistic 
shots coming in too showing there are some quite creative 
people out there. 
            There is still time to enter (closes 21 October) and this time 
of year is good for those atmospheric misty shots of autumn 
colour, fruits, leaves, fungi and damp.  Pictures can be of 
anything, as long as they are of wildlife in some form.  So keep 
your eyes open.  
            It doesn’t matter whether the photo is taken on a camera 
or a mobile phone and we don’t mind if it’s on a borrowed device 

as long as you have permission.  Please submit your photos 
direct to our website at 
http://prestwoodnature.org/photocomp  or email them to 
photocomp@prestwoodnature.org.  You will need a 
parents’ permission and to give us a few details of the 
picture.  A fuller explanation of the rules, the categories and 
how to enter can be found on the website.  
Thank you to all who have entered so far and apologies for a few 
technical glitches and some delays we have had in getting 
pictures up on the site. Hopefully all fixed now.   
Here are a few of the entries we have so far – you can see who 
took them on our Flickr site.  
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Flower Portrait 17 - Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea 
 

Ground Ivy is a very common plant, perhaps increasingly so, as it likes 
neglected shady woodland with poor ground cover and rough ground 
of all kinds.  It cannot be confused with ivy, as its leaves are very 
different (soft, round, hairy and with rounded teeth), the only 
similarity being its ability to spread by runners across bare ground 
and form dense patches.  It is confused, however, by many people 
with Bugle Ajuga reptans and Selfheal Prunella vulgaris, because the 
purplish flowers have similar shapes (all belonging to the mint family 
Lamiaceae) with two lips, the upper one hooded and the lower one 
three-lobed.  They all have hairy four-sided stems and provide nectar 
for bees. 
 The other two flowers can also be creeping plants, but they 
have more upright flower spikes.  Selfheal, which is shorter, has a 
dense spike of flowers at the tip of the stem among purplish bracts, 
whereas the other two have flowers in whorls at the base of leaves 
up the stem.  Selfheal is common in lawns and other short grass.  
Bugle has more handsome bluer flowers and the leaves are shiny, 
dark green turning bronze or purple.  It is found in much better 
grasslands and woods (eg at the top of Stonygreen Bank just west of 
Prestwood). 
 As I was writing up Ground Ivy for our on-line flora the other 
day, I took a much closer look at the plant than I had done previously, 
even though anyone who has worked at Bougs Meadow will be 
familiar with it.  I immediately (and unexpectedly) found that the 
leaves are very strongly scented, something like balm, and they taste 
much the same, although the older leaves tended to be somewhat 
bitter.  The after-taste was very long-lasting.  I then found out that 
ground ivy has been used in the past for making herbal teas, just like 
balm.  Before hops were commercially cultivated for giving beers 
their bitter flavour, ground ivy was the plant of choice for this 
purpose.  I wonder if we can persuade Malt brewery to produce a 
special edition using this traditional ancient recipe? 
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‘Wicked Wednesdays’ at Great Missenden Library 
 

Prestwood Nature was invited to join in the fun at Great Missenden 
Library and take part in their ‘Wicked Wednesdays’ following the 
launch of their Summer Reading Challenge for children. The theme 
this year was Animal Agents which fitted in perfectly with our group 
which has a wealth of knowledge and interests amongst its 
membership. 
                  On Wednesday 2nd August we started with an event focussed 
on ‘Bees’ (Vanessa and Frank Rickett) They brought along an 
observation hive, some honey for the children and adults to taste, and 
some beeswax for them to hold, smell and feel.  For the craft activity 
the children made Bee pencil toppers and insect home to take away. 
              The next theme was ‘Seeds’ (Karen van Oostrum).  We saw a 
selection from hazel nuts, fennel, brambles, a cocoa pod and cotton 
seed amongst others and the largest seed in the world – the ‘Coco de 
mer’ or double coconut from the Seychelles, to the tiniest – orchid 
seed which resembled tiny specks of dust.  The children were 
fascinated by these and particularly enjoyed hunting for the hard 
seeds inside the fluff of the cotton plant. They were given lots of 
information on how the seeds spread and germinated.  Afterwards 
the children made their own paper pot, filled it with compost and 
then planted some seeds to take home, grow on and eventually eat 
the crop. 
               We were treated to a brilliant display of moths and 
butterflies, pupae and caterpillars during the event which focussed on 
Moths (Peter Daltry).  We used a mini microscope plugged into a 
laptop so that we could have closer looks at the wings and antennae 
of moths.  The Atlas moth specimen was huge and the children 
squealed with delight as they looked at caterpillars, and held the hawk 
moth pupa.  They made ‘stained glass’ butterflies from tissue and card 
to take home and place in a window. 
               The next visitor was Rose the Noctule bat with her minder 
Julie Hopton.  The children had a lot of interest in the small, furry, 
tame and approachable creature.  They watched and listened to her 
eating mealworms, then made bat masks and an origami bat to take 
away, hopefully to remind them of their meeting with Rose. 

               The final session focussed on Slugs and Snails.  There were 
opportunities to observe and handle (with care) living slugs and snails 
and test out a variety of slug barriers, make playdough models and 
pictures, and think about snail and slug habitats.  
 

                          
                                    ‘Four slugs and a snail’ by Imogen 
 

 

 
Charlie with the biggest seed in the world 
                                                      Photo Keith Tyrell 

 

 
Moths magic                               Photo Keith Tyrell 
 

 
Rose the Noctule bat                  Photo Keith Tyrell 

Thanks to Great Missenden Library manager, staff and volunteers for allowing us the space and time to share our interests with 
local children. 



Dates for your Diary 
 

September   

1 Friday Boug’s Meadow evening 
event 

Beasts of the Night Contact Julie Hopton for more info 

9 Saturday Pollinator Friendly 
Garden  10am -12 noon 

General tidying and Autumn 
clearance 

Contact Tina Hillas for more info 

22 Friday Boug’s Meadow 
Community Day  11am- 4pm 

See article p 7 Contact John Obee for more info 

   

October   

7 Saturday Harvest of the 
Hedgerows Walk 2-4pm 

Meet Karen van Oostrum at 
Prestwood Village Hall for a family 
activity 

See PN website Events for more 
information 

8 Sunday Boug’s Meadow 
10.00am-1:00pm 

Free parking Link Rd CP General 
tidying after contractor cut  

Contact John Obee for more info 

14 Saturday Fungus Walk 10:30am 
-12 noon 

Holy Trinity Churchyard, Prestwood Contact Tony Marshall for more 
info 

21 Saturday Pollinator Friendly 
Garden  9am -12 noon 

General tidying and final Autumn 
clearance 

Contact Tina Hillas for more info 

   

November   

7 Tuesday PN AGM and Talk 7:30-
9:30 

Fascinating Fungi - talk by Roger 
Wilding  Prestwood Village Hall 

Contact Vanessa Rickett for more 
info 

 

                           
 

 

PN Council Contacts 2017 
Council members 2017 Phone Email  Project 

Chris Jolly 865107 jolly916@btinternet.com  Newsletter Distribution 

Chris Lee 866938 christopherjlee@hotmail.com     Treasurer 

Fiona Waller 488567 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash pond 

Jenny Smith 866426 jenny.jasmith@gmail.com  Secretary 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Boug’s Meadow 

Julie Hopton 7931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com  Family Activities /Talks 

Kieran Sweeney 868527 keiransweeney@hotmail.com   

Paul Heath NA membership@prestwoodnature.org.  Membership Secretary 

Ross McVean 890229 ross871@hotmail.co.uk  Events Coordinator 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.  Hedges Trees/Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 chair@prestwoodnature.org  Chair /Kiln Common Orchard 

Other contacts    

David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com  Holy Trinity, PNNews printer 

Hilary Tyrrell 865902 tyrellkhornbeam@aol.com  Angling Spring Wood 

Philip Pratt 523869 highbeeches1@yahoo.co.uk  PN reserve/Chiltern Society 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk   Butterfly Transect 

Tina Hillas NA admin@prestwoodnature.org  Pollinator Friendly Garden 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.  Surveys/Wildlife records 
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