
 
Chair’s Column 
 
Sadly, we have had to postpone all our talks and walks 
through the summer due to the ongoing lockdown. This is a 
shame because we had arranged a really interesting talks 
programme about pollinators. Our walks were planned to 
include not only Karen and Tony’s hedgerow and flower 
walks, but Helen and Neil were going to take us to some of 
the historical places around Prestwood.  Hopefully, they can 
be re-arranged for next year. 
 
However, all is not lost. Less activity, particularly by cars and 
planes, seems to have made the local wildlife much more 
visible and we also have more time to look at what is going 
on around us.  So, we asked three of our members to help us 
identify some of the plants and insects abounding in our 
gardens and by the sides of our roads and footpaths.  
 
Karen, John and Val have contributed to the “What to look 
Out for ….” series and these articles are published on the PN 
website – you either print out the guides or take them with 
you on your smartphone.  You can learn to identify some of 
our common hedgerow plants – the ones that are very 
familiar, but you can’t name.  There are pictures of bumble 
bees and butterflies with notes to help identify them. By the 
end of the summer you should know what you are looking at! 
 
There are still tasks that have to be done on our sites – the 
grass is growing at Kiln Common Orchard and at the 
Pollinator Friendly Garden, brambles have to be cut back at 
Sheepwash and fallen trees need making safe at Boug’s.  So, 
thanks to all our volunteers who are able to help at this 
difficult time, and particularly to Colin, Tim, Sylvia, Mike and 
the Boug’s Meadow Volunteers. 
 

                                                                                       Vanessa Rickett 
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Butcher's broom - leafless, the apparent leaves  

bearing berries are modified stems 
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Members’ News 

Pre-lockdown (to 3rd week of March) 
It was a mild and very wet winter, so most species were ready 
to spring into action when temperatures and light levels 
reached an appropriate level. 
 Our first record was on 8 January, when I noticed the 
evergreen Butcher's Broom at the edge of Great Missenden 
station carpark on my way to London (hey! remember those 
times?).  This was only the second record for our area, the 
other being from woods at Cobblershill.  Although native, it is 
also grown in gardens and this new plant may have come 
from bird-sown berries. 
 In early February I was studying winter fungi on wood 
at Hampden Bottom.  I got ten species from one small site 
with plenty of fallen beech, oak, lime and hornbeam.  They 
included several locally uncommon species, including 
Witches' Butter and Winter Polypore on oak.  The oak logs 
were particularly rewarding and included a gall Trigonaspis 
megaptera (caused by a tiny wasp) and the moss Bruch's 
pincushion. 
 By mid-February insects began to appear.  The first 
reported, by George Lewis, was a Peacock in his garden on 
15th.  Both Colin Tyler and I noted Frogs spawning on 22nd, 
while the first native flower, Lesser Celandine, was seen the 
next day by Tina Hillas.  On a visit to our orchard on 26th I 
saw Daffodils were making a good show - the meadow 
flowers there are becoming established very well. 
 We had to wait until another sunny period in March 
for our next butterfly, a Brimstone, seen by Tina on 6th in 
Prestwood.  Tina's celandine had been a little premature 
because they were really only out generally on 8th March.  By 
then everyone was reporting brimstones and peacocks, while 
the first flowers were appearing on Blackthorn (11th).  
Relatively mild weather (cool for us, but no problem for the 
birds) was encouraging mating and early nesting, and a 
female Bullfinch was seen by John Obee in Sandwich Wood.   
 By 19th George reported the first Cowslip in bloom at 
Prestwood Picnic Site.  On the 21st he also saw a Brown Hare 
in his Perks Lane garden - not a common visitor in built-up 
areas and also our first record for that part of our area.  It is 
regularly seen in the northern parts from Speen through 
Great and Little Hampden to Cobblershill.  This may mean 
there is a population resident in Longfield Wood, perhaps 
mainly using fields on the east side around the turkey farm.  
There is no public access to this area, so that hares living 
there would have been missed.  Meanwhile, on my last trip to 
Hampden Bottom just before restrictions came into force I 
not only saw hares in their usual haunt (one was chasing 
crows off the crops, so obviously well trained by the farmer), 
but also a Polecat.  It appeared suddenly at the corner of one 
large field and spooked the sheep with lambs feeding there, 
causing the whole flock to panic and scamper to the opposite 
corner. 
 Near where I witnessed the polecat there was a 
beautiful patch of Primrose at the edge of a wood, among 
which was a pink flower with yellow centre.  This sort of 
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colouration is common among primroses grown in gardens 
and escaping, but this site was distant from houses and 
showed no signs of other introductions, so I think it was an 
example of a natural form which is known but rarely seen 
(and probably selected by commercial growers in producing 
our garden plants and polyanthus).  At another site on the 
same farm there was also an uncommon plant bug 
Eremocoris podagricus - it was among leaf litter on bare chalk 
underneath a sheet I had put down as a reptile refuge.  No 
reptiles unfortunately (the weather was still a little cold), but 
this was only my second record for this insect.  The same day I 
found for the first time the lichen Arthopyrenia punctiformis 
growing on beech twigs. 
And then the curtain fell. 
 
Post-lockdown 
Nature (and farming) continued regardless, blithely unaware 
(in the case of wildlife) of the pandemic panic spreading 
across the world, as if some scary monster polecat appeared 
out of nowhere in a far-flung corner.  What changed was how 
we were able to observe it.  Many of our records come from 
gardens and places close to home anyway and lacking 
anything better to do (except queuing at shops) some of us 
may even have gone for more walks than usual.  Some 
members have still been working regularly (but separately) at 
Boug's Meadow, some have visited the Picnic Site on and off, 
and I have regularly visited the Wildlife Garden.  Val and I, 
deprived of the surveys we had originally planned, have set 
about documenting the plants along some of our roadsides - 
as long as there is a bit of verge and hedgerow we would be 
disappointed not to find a hundred or more. 
 Butterfly reports came in regularly.  First sightings, 
apart from the pre-Covid ones above, were:  
March 24: Small Tortoiseshell and Comma Patricia Mallett 
April 3: Green-veined White Patricia Mallett 
(Trish had just been trained for the Butterfly Transect.  
Although the transect was not able to go ahead as planned, 
she at least got some practice in her garden.) 
April 5: Orange-tip and Holly Blue Tony Marshall 
April 11: Small White Colin Tyler at Boug's Meadow, where 
brimstone. comma, orange-tip, peacock, and small 
tortoiseshell were also flying. 
April 14: Speckled Wood Paul Heath 
April 23: Dingy Skipper Colin Tyler (Picnic Site) 
April 24: Red Admiral Tony Marshall 
April 25: Small Heath, Green Hairstreak, Common Blue Colin 
Tyler (Picnic Site) 
The two entries for the Picnic Site precisely caught the annual 
spring emergence of our rarer grassland butterflies.  The 
exact date varies according to weather conditions, but 
intensive regular local observation resulting from current 
restrictions was ideal for capturing the exact point when 
these attractive butterflies appeared.  I was at the Picnic Site 
just a few days before and saw none of them!  The green 
hairstreak and dingy skipper are only around for month, so 
there is a small window for spotting them. 



 
Scarlet tiger moth caterpillar (Colin Tyler) 
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 By now the over-wintering butterflies (along with 
many moths) had completed their life-cycles by mating and 
egg-laying, so that there was a lull while they hatch into 
inconspicuous caterpillars, feed up, and metamorphose into 
bright flying insects once again in the summer.  Records of 
their caterpillars are far rarer than the adults, but Hazel Tyler 
saw Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars on nettles at Boug's on 15 
May.  The young caterpillars feed communally in webs, which 
are not too difficult to spot.  On the same day she saw our 
first Large Red Damselfly of the year, and Scarlet Tiger Moth 
caterpillars on Green Alkanet not far from Boug's.  Until 
recently not found in our area, this moth has in just a couple 
of years become established here, especially in the 
Misbourne Valley.  Climate change in action. 
 Much longer established is the Spindle Ermine Moth, 
whose caterpillars also feed in large numbers in webs, and 
which can defoliate whole Spindle bushes where it happens 
to lay its eggs.  I saw them along Nairdwood Lane on 8 May.  
Fortunately, they are not too common, so most of our spindle 
hedges survive. 
 Most other insects are less obvious, or not so easily 
identified, so first dates for these are much less reliable.  Colin 
saw Buff-tailed and Large Red-tailed Bumblebees at Boug's on 
April 11, along with the Dark-edged Bee-fly, 7-spot and 24-
spot Ladybirds.  He also took pictures of two spiders there 
that I could recognise as Pardosa pullata (one of the hunting 
or wolf spiders) and the Nursery-web Spider Pisaura mirabilis 
(which has a particular affinity for river meadows).  On April 
17 I saw my first Early mining-bees in several places. 
 On May 9 George Lewis sent a picture of a web on 
the ground in his garden, which I could recognise as that of 
the Labyrinth Spider, our first record of this species.  It 
catches prey via a funnel beneath leading to a hole in the 
web.  On May 12 Peter Daltry sent pictures of the Nationally 
Notable bee Osmia bicolor, nesting in a snail shell at his 
allotment in Great Kingshill, covering its nest with pieces of 
dried grass to disguise it.  It was this habit of hiding its nest 
which led us to conclude that it was that species and not the 
more common Osmia bicornis.  Although bicolor is generally 
rare, our area - on chalk in the south of England - is central to 
its distribution and we have recorded it before. 
 On April 16 along Church Path in Prestwood I noticed 
a massive amount of insect damage to ivy leaves close to the 
ground.  Ivy is not a popular food and usually requires 
specialists to eat it (like Holly Blue caterpillars).  After some 
research I found the most likely culprit was the Vine Weevil, a 
common beetle, one of our largest weevils, which is often an 
agricultural pest (hence its name from its depredation of 
vineyards).  Sure enough, back at home, examining ivy 
growing on my walls, I found the very culprit.  I have not 
noticed damage to ivy like this before, so perhaps our vine 
weevils have suddenly found a new taste for it. 
 PN's wildlife garden is a great place to look for 
insects, even in its currently unmanaged state.  Around the 
end of May I saw the large black-and-yellow patterned 
hoverfly Chrysotoxum cautum there and a Nationally Notable 
plant-bug Megalonotus dilatatus.                                                   



 
Adder's-tongue fern (Val Marshall) 
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Female bullfinch (Bob Fastner) 

 

I am developing quite an impressive list from the garden, so I 
hope it can be rescued later this year when restrictions are 
eased.  Even if it is artificial, it is one of our best wildlife 
habitats.  I have had plenty of rare species from my own 
garden too.  This year I added Anthocomus fasciatus, a small 
but strikingly marked red and black beetle, that likes dry 
conditions (welcome to the Brave New World) and feeds, for 
instance, among spring hawthorn blossom, where it eats even 
smaller insects and mites.  There were native plants at the 
garden, too, ones that had not been planted - Cuckooflower, 
Common Wintercress and Weld.  The second is far from 
common around here and the last has rarely been seen. 
 I visit the Wildlife Garden quite regularly, as I am 
monitoring our "mini-cornfield" there, where we are trying to 
grow endangered annual plants of arable land.  This year is a 
rather nail-biting one, because we did not sow any new seed 
but are waiting to see which species, if any, can establish a 
self-sustaining population.  Three have so far appeared from 
last year's plants and even if no more do, that is some success 
when you consider that these species are close to extinction 
in the wild.  Both Broad-fruited Cornsalad (thanks to 
Spellcheck for spotting "Corbynsalad") and Shepherd's-needle 
were abundant and in full flower on April 27.  Two weeks later 
a couple of small plants of Corn Buttercup had appeared.  The 
"weeds" are actually doing better than the corn I planted last 
autumn, which seems to be suffering from the dry soil, 
already hard and cracked in April. 
 One good thing, at least, is that all that winter rain 
has filled the aquifer and the Misbourne is flowing once again 
from Mobwell and through Boug's, where Watercress has 
appeared from long-buried seed.  This capacity of some seeds 
to endure decades, even centuries, makes them capable of 
sudden reappearances when conditions are right.  The arable 
annuals above are of this kind.  This year we have seen two 
other Cornsalads, appearing under their own steam, Keeled-
fruited along Green Lane (a regular site) and Common (not!) 
in the garden of Tina Hillas, apparently out of nowhere.  
Many of these plants are nowadays most likely to occur in 
gardens, out of sight of botanists, and so get overlooked.  It 
would be helpful if more of our members could tell us about 
any delicate "weeds" that they see in their gardens (not the 
"brutes" like thistles, ground elder and creeping buttercup) - 
but including fumitories, cornsalads, fluellens, poppies and 
many more. 
 A few final flowers - the Adder's-tongue Fern, which 
grows at the Picnic Site but hardly anyone has seen, was 
doing very well this year, with lots of plants, though difficult 
to find in the grass.  The native Hairy Sedge, uncommon in our 
area, appeared in the verge of Lodge Lane - usually the 
mowers come along too soon for us to know it was there.  
Other parts of the Lodge Lane verge (which is very wide in 
places) have rosettes of good meadow plants like knapweed, 
oxeye daisy, cat's-ear, great burnet, corky-fruited water-
dropwort.  If only we could stop the unnecessary mowing we 
would have a ready-made diverse flower meadow without 
any effort or expense.  Lastly two garden escapes - one on the 
spoil heap at the back of the Polecat, where rubbish was 
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dumped from the reconstruction, there were several 
beautiful grey-leaved purple-flowered plants of the 
Mediterranean Blue Honeywort; and beside the footpath 
between garden fences off Upper Hollis, Great Missenden, 
Red-veined Dock is well naturalised - although essentially the 
same species as our common Wood Dock, it has bright red 
veins to its leaves, making it surprisingly attractive. 
 On April 7, Colin Tyler reported three pairs of Bluetit 
using the nest-boxes put up at Boug's (one was lost when a 
bough broke off the Norway Maple in a storm).  On his Little 
Kingshill walk, including Sandwich Wood, on April 11 John 
Obee spotted Bullfinch, Greenfinch, Pied Wagtail and Willow 
Warbler.  Paul Heath added Chiffchaff in Sandwich Wood two 
days later.  I saw a pair of Pied Wagtails just recently by 
Dennerhill Farm, but I do not see them often.  They seem to 
like bare open spaces and not to come to gardens - does 
anyone know any regular places to see them?  Stella Watts 
sees a bat regularly around her house in Chequers Lane, 
probably Common Pipistrelle.  George Lewis had a Grass 
Snake in his garden on May 9. 
 There are few interesting fungi to be seen in the 
spring.  St. George's Mushrooms traditionally appear on St 
George's day (usually in the week after in practice, but 
remarkably consistent from year to year).  I only found one 
little cluster this year, which appears to have been a bad year 
- probably too dry.  At one of their traditional sites by 
Wycombe Road, George Lewis spotted some that he reported 
to me as a possible free lunch, but they turned out to be the 
superficially similar but highly toxic Yellow-staining 
Mushroom.  Fortunately, I am well practiced in checking all 
the features before eating any fungi: pale grey-pink gills (not 
white) and bright yellow reaction when bruised soon told me I 
had to miss out on my lunch after all.   
 One may find fungi on trees almost any time of the 
year.  This year I found the interesting False Puffball on the 
trunk of a dead oak in Lawrence Grove Wood.  Although 
looking like a semi-spherical puffball, and even producing a 
mass of brown spores inside, the skin is delicate and it soon 
disappears, actually being one of the varied group known as 
slime-moulds.  Finally, Mary Wiles sent me a picture of a 
beautiful, bright yellow, young Sulphur Polypore or Chicken-
of-the-Woods, found on May 11 in Nairdwood Way. 
 
 Finally, a pleasant pastoral picture from George 
Lewis.  25 May, hot blue sky, occasional freshening breeze, at 
the edge of the wood at the top of his garden, erect spikes of 
White Helleborine with their large pouched snowy flowers, 
while Badgers maraud around them, digging up the nests of 
White-tailed Bumble-bees for their juicy grubs, welcome in 
this droughty weather.  All the usual drama of a drowsy 
lockdown summer. 
 

Tony Marshall 
 



Coronavirus - Life Changes 
 

On 18th March it was announced that the UK was implementing a social distancing/self-isolating policy in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic. During the course of the spring months many countries across the world introduced 
similar policies leading to some noticeable changes. Some of these have been unique opportunities and others could 
well lead to major changes in our lives.  

• The sky at night - it was much easier to make out the planets and see the twinkling stars.  The patterns 

forming the constellations were easier to determine. 

• Day time background noise was reduced - less traffic and few planes meant that individual planes were 

noticed. Bird song seemed louder as there was less to compete with. 

• Less air pollution - following the reduction in flights, transport, industry etc. the concentration of carbon 

dioxide and nitrogen dioxide was greatly reduced across large swathes of the country. This is of 

particular benefit to human health as the likelihood of respiratory problems is reduced. Environmentally 

it is a factor in acid rain and harms sensitive ecosystems such as lakes and forests. 

• Seismic Noise reduction – the vibration of the earth’s crust was reduced with less movement across the 

planet. This has allowed seismologists a rare opportunity to study the earth’s tremors and hear noises 

from further afield. It has also made the spotting of the early warning signs of a potential earthquake 

easier, as tremors stand out better on the seismometers.  

• Given the reduction in exercise options, walking has gained in popularity, and the local footpath network 

has seen many more exploring the countryside. During this time, the bluebells have come into flower to 

create the stunning purple carpets in the woodlands. Other spring flowers making an appearance have 

been the primroses, forget-me-nots and violets providing their own pops of colour.    

• Local communities have come together to help each other out in varying ways and a lot of this has been 

facilitated by the use of technology. Doctors in particular have almost overnight had to change the way 

they interacted with patients. Parents have taken on home schooling roles. Grocery shops quickly 

adapted to the change in shopping practices to meet the needs of the population. These have been 

natural responses to a crisis.  

The pandemic has changed our lives as we have all adjusted to the numerous sudden challenges that have occurred. 
I’ve no doubt that we have all experienced anxiety, when we have realised the enormity of the situation, not just 
locally, but, across the world. As a mental health first aider it is important to recognise and acknowledge how we 
have felt during this period. The lack of control and uncertainty for the future instantly come to mind. By doing this 
we can improve our mental health, which will in turn enable us to better meet the challenges ahead. 
Over the coming weeks and months, a new normal will become established. Hopefully, it will be one that has a 

greater appreciation of the role of nature and the natural environment in our lives.                    Jenny Smith                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 

                                                         The Lockdown Walk – Easter Sunday 2020 

 
 0930. On boots.  It’s time for our 'allowed' daily exercise.  Up Longfield and Hare Lane towards the Full Moon.  
Some green bins still at the kerb side.  They hadn't heard that garden waste collections were suspended.  A grey 
squirrel at the base of an oak stands up to show us his white tummy.  Nuthatch calling at the top of the tree.  On to 
the pub.  Turn right down the footpath at the back.  Put a glove on to open the gate: try to keep Covid 19 at bay.  
Wren singing in hazel above our heads. Pregnant sheep in the field on the left. Pass a large display board put up by 
the farmer inviting people to guess which sheep will give birth on which day and how many lambs she will have 
(photo).  Down the narrow path.  Kestrel at ten o'clock in the ash tree by the pig enclosure.  It is there most 
mornings: must be a good lookout post.  Into Sandwich Wood.  Listen for cuckoo – often seen/heard here.  Not today, 
maybe by the end of the month.  Robins calling at every corner.  Emergent bluebells promising a show to come soon.  
Plenty of blue and great tits about.  Pigeons fly as we walk under the tree canopy.  Loud claps of wings.  Look for 
rabbits in the field on the right.  None today.  Buzzards will be disappointed.  Hazel trees ready to burst. Violets 
peeping out of the piles of dead leaves.  Follow path that circumnavigates the wood.  Dancing (mating?) Orange Tip 
butterflies around sunlit holly in open glade as we swing left and head north.  Left again at the big pit and head west 
along top edge of wood.  Look out for the protruding root in the middle of baked earth path.  Val stubbed her toe on 
it the other morning.  Hoverflies in good numbers.  No idea what sort.  Willow warbler singing.  Male bullfinch in 



periphery shrubs.  Stunning colours. Hear and then see female blackcap in shrubs at the end of the birch copse.  
Wonderful song.  Overwintered or migrant?  Reach steel gate at wood/orchard corner.  On glove again.  Through gate 
and set off diagonally across the field towards Peterley.  Very dry and hard packed.  Amazing after such a wet winter.  
Cereal crop struggling to break through.  Left at path junction and head south towards the old orchard boundary.  
Walk along the boundary peeping through margin shrubs and trees, to see what is in the orchard this morning.  Have 
often seen roe deer here.  Green woody calling.  Blackbird singing its heart out.  Mistle thrush joins in the act.  Nice 
but not as melodic as a song thrush.  Val hears a skylark above the field.  I cannot pick out those high notes any 
longer.  Old age and working on jet planes in the Navy, so I'm told.  On to the white gate.  Glove again and then 
through into the 'alpaca' fields. Greater spotted woody passes over and stops in the oak on our left.  Starts 
drumming. Making a home or looking for grub (s)! 
 
 

              
                    Sheep and lambing information sheets                                                            Alpacas 
 
Turn hard right and proceed along the wide grassy path towards Peterley again. Lots of dog walkers.  Move to one 
side to get proper social distancing.  Blackthorn all along the righthand side in stunning blossom.  Good year for sloe 
gin?  Peacocks flying in considerable numbers: also, brimstones.  Dunnock singing on top of hedgerow.  Our only UK 
accentor.  Lovely delicate notes.  Underrated song.  Very large loud bees all over the place.  More people, more dogs, 
more poo bags.  One couple stops to pass time of day.  They have a son with an apartment at Highbury who is jealous 
of their ability to go for walks.  I suggest they ring and tell him what they see, and they agree to do so.  Lots of crows 
and jackdaws in the ploughed field on the other side of the blackthorn hedge.  Mewing buzzard wheeling above it 
surrounded by several kites.  Kites hoping for remains of buzzard's rabbit kill perhaps.  Turn hard left and access a 
diagonal fenced-in path through the alpaca enclosures.  This was very muddy and not walkable a couple of weeks 
ago.  People coming.  Path not very wide so turn our back on them as they pass and say hello over our shoulders.  
Reach a group of alpacas.  As usual Val talks to them and gets their facial expressions to change.  They seem to be 
trying to adhere to HMG distancing guidelines. (photo).  A pied wagtail picks its way through the assembled hoofs.  
Near the end of the enclosed path we stop and talk to the 'shepherd' in the Yurt on the left.  The young man says he 
looks after the herd but it's a bit boring.  Just before Shepherds Gate houses, we pass a lot more blackthorn and look 
through the hedge at a private pond.  Val saw a fox here a few mornings ago.  Chaffinch singing in a garden cherry 
tree. Put a glove back on and go through the gate and on towards Heath End Road.  Quite a bit of honesty growing 
along the hedge on the left.  Turn left and then left again, and head for The Full Moon.  The cluster of houses 
opposite the pub is awash with cars.  Everyone is at home!  The pub is of course closed but some of the staff/owners 
are enjoying a cigarette in the beer garden.  Stop to talk to an elderly man that we know.  He is walking his dog.  It's 
feeling the heat because it needs grooming, but the 'groomer' is not working at the moment.  He is worried about his 
wife who is in a care home near GM and is not allowed visitors during the lockdown. Enter the fields on the right and 
make our way home, parallel with the lane on our left.  On the well-defined path we pass between a couple of 
people with dogs on leads who are having a 'long distance' conversation.  Past the rare Huntingdon elm tree. 
Greenfinch calling on top of the scruffy hedge.  Sounds like a high-pitched saw. Violets, dead-nettle, yellow lesser 
celandine and white stitchwort making a colourful show here.  Carry on to our house where we have a welcome cup 
of coffee and reflect on our enjoyable 2.5m walk. We are so lucky to have such a lovely piece of countryside 
accessible from our doorstep.     
                                                                                                              
                                                                                 John and Valerie Obee 



                                                                                                                                    

What to look for in Spring (from the PN website) 
 
Because we have been unable to run our usual guided walks this spring and summer three of our members have 
provided guides to identification of plants, butterflies and bumble bees which you may see when out exercising or in 
your own gardens.   These are up-dated each month and published on the website; the one for June will be there at 
the beginning of the month. The three guides for May are attached here. 

  

1 Plants Karen van Oostrum 
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)  
If the focus is on plants in May, then we must start with the ‘Maythorn’! While the cherries and sloes 
dominated April with their blossom, the hawthorn follows hot on their heels. As I write this the frothy white 
flowers, or ‘May-blossom’ are yet to open and fill the air with their heady scent of early summer, but I know it 
isn’t far off. Hawthorn is common amongst our hedgerows, and can also be found as a free-standing tree, 
growing up to 10m tall. The flowers are white, with conspicuously pink anthers, and in the centre is a single, 
pale green style. The style sits atop the ovary, the female part of the plant – hence the Latin name ‘mono’  
(single) ‘gyna’ (of female reproduction).    
 
 

                                      
               Hawthorn                                                      Midland Hawthorn                                     Wood Sorrel  

                                                                                                                                          
A close relative, the Midland Hawthorn (Crataegus laevigata), can be found in particularly old hedgerows, 
flowering a week or two earlier than C. monogyna. Unlike the blossom of the more common Hawthorn, the 
Midland Hawthorn blossom has an unpleasant smell. If you are brave enough to get close to these flowers, 
you will notice that there are 2 pale green styles amongst the pink anthers. The haws (fruits) that follow in 
autumn contain 2 stones, often adhered together – in comparison to the single stones within the haws of C. 
monogyna. So, take a look, or have a sniff the next time you pass a hawthorn in blossom – is it C. monogyna or 
C. laevigata?  
 
Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella)  
This delicate, understated plant of the woodland floor began flowering in April and will continue to flower until 
the end of May. Although it has clover-like ‘trifoliate’ leaves, it is unrelated to the clovers and is a plant of shady 
places, not open meadows. The leaves tend to fold down in rain or darkness – note the difference between the 
two photos here. The white flowers of Wood Sorrel, when studied close-to, are exquisitely beautiful, with lilac 
vein detail.  
The lime green leaves have a fresh, lemony taste and small amounts add a good zing to salads. Large amounts 
should be avoided though, since the source of this zingy freshness is the presence of oxalic acid. So do enjoy, 
but most definitely in moderation.                                                                                       All photographs Karen van Oostrum 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
2 Bumblebees John Catton 
 

Buff tailed bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) 

She is one of the first bumblebee queens to emerge from hibernation  
on a warm spring day from late February and is one of our biggest (18 
mm) and most numerous.  She “looks” like a bee should, with black and 
yellow stripes, but gets her name from her buff coloured “tail”.  
Like all bumblebees theirs is an annual cycle, with one colony each year 
lasting 10 / 12 weeks. However, in this part of the country with 
lengthening summers, there may be a second brood in September. 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

                                       
 
 

  
     
 

Red tailed bumblebee (Bombus lapidarius) 
 
This queen, slightly smaller than the buff-tail, is 
the next out of hibernation 
in March. She is jet black with a distinctive red 
tail. A word of caution: when flying, her red tail 
is not always obvious. and a mistake I make is 
to confuse her with the female Hairy Footed 
Flower Bee (a wonderfully named solitary bee) 
which is almost the same size, but totally black. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tree bumblebee (Bombus hypnorum) 
This queen again typically emerges from hibernation in 
March. Visually she is totally different from the other 
two: a unique combination of ginger thorax, black 
abdomen and pure white tail. She is a newcomer to 
British soils, first recorded in Wiltshire in 2001, but has 
now expanded her distribution range reaching Scotland 
in 2013, without displacing any other species – surely 
an ecological success story. 

  
           
                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3 Butterflies 
 

          
 

 

 

Orange tip butterfly (Anthocaris cardamines) 
The male has the bright orange spots, but male and 
females have green-marbled undersides to the wings 
which makes them unmistakable when wings are folded 
It is common and widespread around our area 
throughout April to July. 
 

        Holly blue butterfly (Celastrina argiolus) 
    The Holly blue lays eggs on holly or ivy leaves, both          
male and female have similar patterning on the    
underwings.  They fly from end of March through to 
September. 

                                               
 

Large White butterfly (Pieris brassicae) 
Notably the largest of all white butterflies with blacker 
wingtips and larger spots than other whites 
The caterpillars are regarded as pests by cabbage and 
brassica growers. 
 

 
Green-veined white (Pieris napi) 
Not a pest to gardeners, this butterfly is easiest to spot 
when at rest, and the veining of the underside of the 
wings is distinctive 

 
 

 

 

Small White butterfly (Pieris rapae) 
This is a common and successful species that is 
found throughout the British Isles.  The dark tips of 
forewings offer the best way to distinguish this 
butterfly from the Green-veined white 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Mother Nature 

 

In these times of doom and gloom, 

Where families meet just through “zoom”, 

We wait ‘til Covid takes its course. 

But Mother Nature’s a “Tour de Force”, 

Busy growing shoots and buds, 

Hatching out insects and bugs, 

Making blossom to scent the air 

And flowers of beauty everywhere. 

The plants don’t know what’s going on 

Nor the birds, with their cheerful song. 

They make my garden a haven for me, 

The only place where I can roam free. 

                                                                              

                                                                                                   Jeanette Hedley  

                                                                                                         May 2020 

 

 
Jeanette & Ted Hedley’s garden bog area and pond 



Plans for Pond and Benches at the Pollinator Friendly Garden 
 
In the time before the virus came, we were planning to create a new pond at the Pollinator Friendly Garden (PFG) 
together with some vandal-resistant, benches. The aim was to extend our demonstration of how to garden to 
encourage and support pollinator populations by including water-loving plants.  
Progress is currently halted, not only because of restrictions related to the coronavirus, but also because we do not 
yet have approval from Great Missenden Parish Council. The Greenlands Lane allotments site, where the PFG is 
located, is actually owned by the Stoke Mandeville and Other Parishes charity who need to give their approval. 
Approval is also required from the tenants of the allotments. The proposed plan for development of the pond was 
presented at a parish council meeting on 9th March and we are currently waiting for a decision.  
Design  
The proposed layout for the pond in the PFG is shown on the diagram below. The idea is to pile up the material dug 
out of the pond to extend the bank around the back of it. An access path will be put in place between the existing 
bank and the pond. For safety reasons, a low fence will be put around the pond to avoid children, dogs, and other 
dangerous animals, gaining access.  
We hope to be allowed to place two water butts next to the shed belonging to the allotments. The two butts will 
hold about enough to refill the pond once. A hose will be used to take water from the butts to the ponds which is, 
fortunately, slightly downhill. We accept that ponds can get low in summer and that this is part of the nature of the 
habitat.   The pond will be approximately 2m x 1m, and 0.6m deep. The design includes steps at different depths to 
suppo  rt wider variety of species. Old bedding will be used to protect the liner from sharp flints and roots in the 
ground. 
Benches have already been made from sleepers, kindly donated by Kay and Lloyd Roberts, but not yet installed on 
site. The benches are designed with wide feet to prevent falling over. The total weight of each bench is around 70-
80kg which it is hoped will make them vandal resistant and prevent a recurrence of the damage caused last year. 

                                   
 



 
Boug’s Meadow - The river runs free 
 
For the first time in 6 years the River Misbourne flows 
through the whole of Great Missenden parish. Our 
winterbourne section of the river has seen the benefit 
of the record February rains replenishing the Chilterns 
chalk aquifer. After several years of low rainfall, 
groundwater levels are now high enough for a flow the 
full length of the river from Mobwell Springs to the 
Colne at Denham.  
Boug’s Meadow is a marvellous place to see the river in 
flow and enjoy the progress of Spring. A great stop-off 
on your socially distanced exercise walk to see how far 
into Summer the winterbourne flow lasts. Any guesses? 
 
 
The following list gives an idea of the work which is 
going on at Boug’s Meadow, with social distancing, 
during lockdown:   

            
 

  *Staining/protective coating the new bench / and the information board 
  *Disturbing silt in the Misbourne while it is flowing  
  *Making a start on the dead hedging  
  *Cutting posts and gathering material.  

  *Hand pulling nettles and docks in the open meadow area only  
  *Pulling the invasive Green Alkanet from selected areas before seed setting  
  *Scything Waggon Road and selected other areas  
  *Tree maintenance activities in copse.                                                                      Paul Heath    
 

Boug’s Meadow Tree Saga 
 

          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     (All photos Colin Tyler) 

 
The Norway Maple in Boug’s Meadow lost a branch probably due to water rotting its base, but the nest 
box , family of blue tits and the PN poster survived, though the tree surgeon was required to climb the tree 
and take out the broken branch safely.  Fortunately, no-one was hurt, and the blue tits survived to raise 
their brood.  PN blog has a full account of the incident. 
 
 



 
Norway Maple in recovery   Boug’s Meadow  

                                                                                           Photo Colin Tyler 

 
Flower Portrait No.25    Spotted Medick Medicago arabica 

 
Here's one for you to "spot" - generally found on road verges with shortish grass.  Let us know at 
records@prestwoodnature.org  where you find it.  We only have a few records of this plant which spreads low on 
the ground, although it is easy to identify.  It has small clover-like (trifoliate) leaves, each leaflet with a purplish-
black, roughly C-shaped to round marking, which makes it easy to spot in the turf, even when not in flower.  
(Sometimes the spots are faint and then you need to look more closely to see them.)  The small pea-type flowers are 
a deep yellow, a colour which also makes the plant stand out.  The seedpods, which are small like everything about 
this plant, are fascinating at close-quarters - several whorls with long curved spines in an overall barrel-shape.  These 
complex pods are typical of the medicks, Medicago species, of which there are a great variety in warm places like the 
Mediterranean, some, like this one, accidentally introduced into this country in places with infrequent frosts.  Easily 
overlooked, it is one of our many plants that repay a closer look. 

 

  
  Spotted Medick flower and leaf markings                             Spotted Medick spiral fruits                                                                                                               

mailto:records@prestwoodnature.org


         
 

Dates for your Diary 2020 

Complete, regularly updated information is available on our website www.prestwoodnature.org.uk   We 
still hope to hold our AGM, either virtually or with physically distancing rules on the 3rd November and an 
outdoor Creatures of the Night Safari is planned for mid-September in Boug's Meadow. 

Forthcoming Vacancy: Treasurer 
The position of Treasurer becomes vacant at this year’s AGM. This role is responsible for managing the charity’s 
finances and ensure that it uses its funds and assets (basically its tools and equipment which have been bought or 
donated over the years) in accordance with its charitable purposes.  Each year the Treasurer then arranges for the 
accounts to be prepared and independently examined and then presented to Members at the AGM for their 
approval. The Treasurer also arranges the insurance and gift aid declarations. The role does not require any financial 
expertise or experience.   Please consider putting yourself forward for election to office as Treasurer and complete a 
nomination form if you are interested in the post. 
                                                                                                                                                 Contact Colin Tyler for more info 

 
Council and Other Contacts 2020 

 
Council members 2020 Phone Email  Project 

Chris Jolly 865017 jolly916@btinternet.com  Newsletter Distribution 

Colin Tyler NA treasurer@prestwoodnature.org Treasurer 

Helen Matthews NA membership@prestwoodnature.org Membership Secretary 

Jenny Smith 866426 admin@prestwoodnature.org  Secretary 

Ross McVean 890229 ross871@hotmail.co.uk   

Tim Pye 07768337619 timpye77@gmail.com Events Coordinator 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.  Hedges Trees/Newsletter editor 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 chair@prestwoodnature.org  Chair /Kiln Common Orchard 

Other contacts    

David Page  863176 pageshouse@aol.com                Printer 

Fiona Waller 862686 fionacwaller@gmail.com  Sheepwash pond 

John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com Bird walks 

Julie Hopton 07931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com Children’s activities 

Karen van Oostrum 07910684339 karenjvano@outlook.com  Family walks 

Paul Heath NA paulheathuk@me.com Boug’s Meadow 

Sylvia Bennett 866032 sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk  Butterfly transect 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org  Sightings 

 

 
Speckled Wood butterfly        
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