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Chair’s Column
 In company with the rest of the country our plans in 2020 were 
shaped by Covid 19.  The ability to visit green spaces has been shown 
to be beneficial to people’s mental health during the pandemic so we 
aimed to keep our sites open for people to use.  They are playing an 
important part for local people.  
        We held our AGM on-line in November and were pleased with 
the number of members who attended. We plan to hold more virtual 
meetings during the summer. There are advantages - you don’t have 
to go out in the evening but also disadvantages as you don’t get to 
meet anyone and have to provide your own tea and biscuits.
        We hope to be able to run some outdoor events at Boug’s 
Meadow, Sheepwash and the Pollinator Friendly Garden where we 
can meet our members safely; our volunteers have worked hard to 
keep these sites open for people to enjoy throughout the pandemic.
        We held two successful walks in Autumn, and we plan to have 
more this Summer. Booking will be essential, so please check the 
monthly emails for information.
        Hopefully, we can continue to provide the notes ‘What to look 
out for …’  each month on the website. We like to think that it adds to 
the enjoyment of a walk in the countryside when you can identify the 
plants and animals you see.  
        The Butterfly Transect was again walked by eight volunteers and 
more than 2000 butterflies were recorded. Our survey results are 
used by Butterfly Conservation and contribute to the national data.  
Please think about volunteering for walking the transect. 
        The Council has continued to give advice on various local wildlife 
matters, write articles for local publications, enrol new members, run 
the website and other tasks needed to keep Prestwood Nature going. 
This will be more difficult this year as we shall have no Treasurer and 
only 6 people on the Council.  Perhaps you could help?
        What does 2021 have in store for Prestwood Nature? We plan to 
hold at least two meetings online. We shall hold outdoor events each 
month to introduce more people to green spaces.  Our leaders are 
keen to take members on walks in and around Prestwood and we 
shall continue to record wildlife and survey butterflies. 
        Let us hope that we can meet up again before long.
                                                                                               
                                                                                                Vanessa Rickett
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Thanks to all for your sightings, 
pictures and contributions.  
Please keep them coming!

Next edition late May so please 
get out and tell us what you see

                    Douglas fir cones



                 
                                               Members' News

[Correction: In the last issue I said that Trish Mallett saw a Scarlet Tiger moth. I should have said Jersey Tiger, for 
which I give my apologies.  Her photograph of this rare moth, of which we only have one other record, is reproduced 
here.  Once restricted to the south coast, this moth has recently spread its range to the London area and beyond.]

Jersey tiger, photo Trish Mallett

This autumn, with its recurrent rain-storms, soon put paid to Lepidopteran activity of all kinds - the last butterfly 
transect walk on 28 September witnessed only two butterflies - a Small White and a Meadow Brown, and the last 
other butterfly report to me was a Large White on 21 September from Tina Hillas.  No wonder that the Knot Grass 
Moth caterpillar I saw at Greenlands Lane allotments on 25 September was squeezing into a crack in a fence post to 
pupate and hibernate through the winter.

The continually wet conditions, which made country walks on our plateau clays increasingly difficult, were, 
however, perfect for our fungi, especially after a warm summer.  The most frequently reported was the Honey 
Fungus, which produced spectacular dense patches of fruiting bodies around old tree stumps and sometimes around
living trees.  The account for October in "British Wildlife" magazine showed that this flourishing of toadstools was a 
national phenomenon, and the honey fungus was picked out there for its exceptional displays.  This is Beryl Doran's 
photo on 10 October of such a group beside Kiln Road.

They were reported also from Green Lane by Frank Fermor and from Boug's Meadow by Paul Heath.  The latter 
surrounded a living alder tree and there were concerns that it might be doomed.  Honey fungus, however, is a very 
prevalent fungus that probably exists as underground mycelia in connection with most trees.  Although it can cause 
some root rot, it only appears to be fatal to trees that are already in poor condition, such as have some disease or 
are suffering from drought.  Most trees manage to live with the fungus, whose above-ground displays are a 
reflection of weather conditions rather than the imminent death of the tree.  If you cut down all trees on which this 
toadstool is observed, then you are doing the fungus's work for it and we would soon lose all our trees!

The last phenomenal fungus year was 2016 when I was lucky enough to be carrying out an intensive survey 
of Holy Trinity churchyard, as a result of which the site was found to be of international importance and became a 
local nature reserve.  This year I had been asked by the County Council to carry out a similar survey at Holmer Green 
Christ Church graveyard, so I was lucky again.  Enough species of waxcap were found to enable it to be classified as 
of "national importance".  They included one species, the globally Red-listed Yellowfoot Waxcap, seen for the first 
time in the Chilterns.   



This churchyard includes a section that is left largely as a wildflower meadow and has plants that are now 
uncommon in our region, because the old acid-heath grasslands on which they rely have been largely built on or 
converted to "improved" pasture.  These plants, most of which also grow at Holy Trinity, are Harebell, Mouse-ear 
Hawkweed, Tormentil, Heath Bedstraw, Bog Stitchwort, and Devil's-bit Scabious.  One of the prevalent fungi in this 
churchyard is the Earthy Powdercap, for which we have only a few sites, in this photo shown growing with Scarlet 
Waxcap.

Yellowfoot waxcap, Holmer
Green

Earthy powdercap and Scarlet waxca;p

Among the particularly rare fungi here were Pimple Pinkgill, Peppery Bolete, Mouse-pee Pinkgill (named for its 
smell), Agaricus bresadolanus (a taxic look-alike of the field mushroom), the similarly poisonous Amanita 
olivaceogrisea (a relative of the deathcap), Branching oyster, Green-staining coral, the nail-like Copper Spike, and 
two species of the black tongues that emerge weirdly from the soil beside some of the graves, Geoglossum 
cookeanum and G. fallax.

Geoglossum cookeanum

Ananita olivaceogrisea Green-staining coral Copper spike Geoglossum fallax



Although I concentrated on the fungi, I could not help noticing one of our black Dung Beetles   Geotrupes spiniger  , having 
difficulty moving through the grass.  It turned out to have one damaged wing-case and to be completely covered by mites.  
These were not parasites but ones known as "phoretic" mites, using the beetle solely as transport.  I put the beetle out of its 
misery and then managed to count 152 mites over its body, head and legs.  There seemed to be 3 different species, with 
juveniles, of which I managed to tentatively identify two as Uropoda orbicularis and Parasitus coleoptratorum.  The pictures of 
the mites were downloaded from the internet, as they measure about half a millimetre and one millimetre respectively, well 
beyond my photographic equipment.

Geotrupes spiniger

Uropoda orbicularis

Parasitus coleoptratorum

It is likely that the churchyard will be officially declared a Bucks Local Wildlife Site, based largely on our data, so this might be a 
place where we take a longer-term interest, at least monitoring its progress and possibly helping with maintenance as at Holy 
Trinity.

There were many fungi to see at Holy Trinity, too, although some of the waxcaps appeared somewhat smaller, both in 
quantity and in size, than usual, perhaps because of prior drought.  There were, however, some good displays of those 
fascinating fungi generally called "clubs" and "corals", including some new species for that site: Yellow stagshorn, Grey coral 
(found by Robin Bush), Pointed club (rare species, our first ever record), Clavulinopsis rufipes (another rare species and a first 
record), Beige coral (a Red Data Book species, first spotted by Ian Denholm), Orange coral and Ochre coral (yet more firsts).  
Although David Page's well-maintained compost bins have gone - a reliable place to find Slow-worms - I did see one while 
bramble-clearing there on 8 September, making use of ample shelter provided by old and collapsing graves.  Val Marshall also 
saw Long-tailed Tit, our first record for that site, although they no doubt pass through regularly.

Grey coral, photo Robin Bush

Orange coral

Beige coral

Ochre coral



Other reports of toadstools included Field Mushroom in a grass verge on the High Street (Frank Fermor 4 Sept), 
Suede Bolete by Hobbshill Lane (Val Marshall 12 Sept) - an uncommon species I saw at various other sites as well 
this year, Beefsteak Fungus and Dog Vomit Slime-mould in Angling Spring Wood (Hazel Tyler 15 Sept), Sulphur 
Polypore in Peterley Wood (Keith Tyrrell 22 Sept), Collared Earthstar in Green Lane and Nairdwood Lane (Val 24-30 
Oct), Magpie Fungus in Longfield Wood (George Lewis 27 Oct), Golden Scalycap aka Chestnut Mushoom by Green 
Lane (Val 7 Nov), and Scarlet Waxcap at the Baptist churchyard in Kiln Lane (Geoff Barton 29 Nov).  The last-named 
site is another good waxcap venue, but unfortunately too small to become recognised as a local wildlife site.  It is 
managed very well for wildlife however.

Suede bolete

Collared earthstar, photo Robin Bush

Beefsteak fungus oozing "blood", photo Hazel Tyler

Dog vomit slime-mould, photo Hazel Tyler

Golden scalycap

Magpie fungus, photo Robin Bush



My own finds included: 
Snakeskin Grisette (along with common Grisette) in the Little Kingshill Baptist churchyard on 10 Sep.  This churchyard
could be promising for grassland fungi, but the grass cuttings are left in situ, which nourishes the grass too much for 
waxcaps.  In all the churchyards where there are good displays, cuttings are always removed.
Lilac Oysterling on a tree stump in Kiln Road 25 Sept (the same that had the massive display of honey fungus a little 
later).  The oysterlings were inhabited by two small beetles Dacne bipustulata and D. rufifrons, both first records.
Oak Curtain Crust on old beech logs, Nairdwood Lane 20 Oct (rare in our records, but probably overlooked)
Tricholoma argyraceum and Cortinarius subbalaustinus both in my lawn, associated with a silver birch tree, 1 Nov 
(both first records for us; our old birch tree has supported a large number of different species over the years, and it 
is surprising how new ones keep appearing).  These also yielded a new beetle, Proteinus ovalis.

Snakeskin grisette Lilac oysterling

The wet conditions favoured amphibians and slugs as well, so that these were also reported.  Liz Exell had a Common Toad in 
her garden in Prestwood.  Val and I recorded a number of notable slugs - Three-banded Iberian Ambigolimax valentianus, at  
Hampden Bottom. Hedgehog Slug Arion intermedius in Peterley Wood, and both Green-soled Arion flagellus and Tree Slug 
Lehmannia marginata at Hampden Bottom as late as 12 November.

Three-banded Iberian slug Green-soled slug, photo Val Marshall

Bird observations were very few.  John Obee saw his (and our) first winter-visiting Fieldfare on 6 November, while on
21 November, just after 7am, I saw over a dozen Collared Doves in the hedge in Fairacres and a large congregation of
Starlings in trees nearby, both of which I presume represented immigrations from colder parts of Europe (to which at
that time we still belonged - from now on they will need a visa).

Our Ivy Bees at Prestwood Picnic Site were abundant again on 14 September, so conspicuous at a time when 
hardly any other bee is to be seen.  (Although John Obee saw an unusually large bumble-bee at Hampden Bottom 
abundant on flowering crops of fodder radish, which I presume was the same as one I saw at Holmer Green 
churchyard, a Buff-tailed Bumble-bee, our largest species and one known sometimes to have a winter generation in 
favourable years and where there are late nectar sources, mostly garden flowers.)  The strange and uncommon gall I 
saw on a field-rose was caused by the larva of a distant relative of the bees, a gall-wasp Diplolepis mayri, a closer 
relative of the gall-wasp that causes bedeguar galls on the same shrub.



Buff-tailed bumble-bee Diplolepis mayri galls Bedeguar gall

Near the above field rose, at Hampden Bottom, I found my first specimen of Hairy Dog-rose on 15 September. This 
season was not one generally for the botanist, but Karen van Oostrum confirmed that Betony, a late-flowering plant,
was still prevalent in a field near Mobwell that is probably our best site for this plant.  I also saw it in the Kiln Road 
Baptist churchyard, another sign, on top of the waxcaps, of favourable management.  We both also noticed some 
plants flowering surprisingly late - I saw Holly flowering abundantly (among sprays of ripe berries) on 18 October, 
Karen saw both Wild Basil and Dogwood still blooming on 24 November, and Upright Hedge-parsley was doing so on 
26 November (and into December).  It is difficult to understand why plants would waste resources on flowers at a 
time when their likelihood of contributing to reproduction would seem so low.

The Botanical Society of the British Isles (BSBI) has an annual event where members take a walk on New 
Year’s Day to observe what plants are in flower in mid-winter.  There is a temptation to see in these flowers a sign of 
progress towards spring and more flowery times, but I suspected that most of these flowers were not so much a sign
of times to come as a hangover from the past (more New Year's Eve than New Year's Day), so this year Val and I 
walked around Prestwood on Christmas Day and then conducted a similar walk on 1 January 2021.  Of the 22 flowers
seen on the second walk (e.g.daisy, groundsel) all but six had been seen on the first walk, and were therefore late- 
rather than early-flowerers.  Of the six new ones, two were on part of the route not walked the first time, and looked
as though they had been out for some time, which leaves four plants that appeared to be genuinely new bloomers: 
Winter Heliotrope, Daffodil, White dead-nettle, and Stinking Hellebore.  So perhaps there is some light in the bleak 
mid-winter!  Incidentally, the New Year walk included a plant that we have rarely recorded locally, Guernsey 
Fleabane, an import from South America, now abundant in the centre of most of our cities, where the average 
temperature is quite a bit higher than in the countryside.  This one, therefore, rather than being a sign of spring, was 
more a sign of global warming!  Even more incredibly, close to these plants, was a mossy bank with two species of 
fungi freshly emerged, Parrot Waxcap and Dwarf Bell, all of them frozen stiff in the heavy frost that morning!  Now 
that at least is a sign of the resilience of our wildlife, which gives some hope that global warming, bad as it is going to
be, may not be a complete disaster if we stop it in time.

Tony Marshall

Water in Bougs Meadow 03/03/20



Boug’s Meadow survives 2020

The winterbourne river survives until summer
In the June newsletter, we noted the winterbourne flow of the Misbourne all the way from Mobwell Springs to the 
Colne and speculated on how long the flow would last through Boug’s Meadow. Well, it became a trickle in July and 
stopped. Although many of us had kicked silt down the river, in attempt to clear the riverbed, the mudflats won and 
dried out in the blazing summer sun. Grass has taken over again. The good news is that groundwater levels have 
consistently been about 3 metres higher than the same months last year, so we expect to get to the winter rains 
with a good start on the recharge of the aquifer. In fact, the last few days of the year have seen water appearing just 
upstream of the footbridge and there has been strong flow downstream in the Abbey Park.

Lockdown visitors enjoy the flower meadow
Alongside the river, the display of meadow flowers has been outstanding, from great stands of cow parsley and 
campion to new arrivals such as betony. The now usual complement of butterflies has been seen again and the 
beautiful Scarlet Tiger moth seems to be a guaranteed visitor. Caterpillar activity included Brimstones decimating the
foliage on a newly planted Alder Buckthorn and Small Tortoiseshell colonising nettles in the open meadow. A 
Southern Hawker was one of several dragonflies and damselflies seen.

During the first lockdown, many more visitors of all ages came to visit and enjoy the meadow, including wild 
invasions of the younger elements from the Gateway school, who caused several of our volunteers to feel 
palpitations as the scholars rampaged. We trust they will turn into more sober eco-warriors in the future!

Guerrilla tree planting
Talking about eco-warfare, we discovered the answer to 
an old mystery in July. No-one could ever remember who
had planted the female Black Poplar tree at the south 
end of the meadow, which suddenly appeared a decade 
ago. 
Suddenly a new sign appeared. It reveals that, in 
November 2009, Roger Jefcoate CBE and a deputy 
lieutenant of Buckinghamshire planted the tree and told 
no one. Amidst his charitable works, Roger engages in 
guerrilla tree planting of the endangered Black Poplar. 
The Woodland Trust called him the phantom tree planter
and hundreds of both male and the rarer female Black 
Poplar have been planted by him over the country. 
Buckingham Palace and Sandringham have his 

specimens, (though probably more formally planted) and we are honoured to be in such distinguished company. 

Keeping an eye on trees
As well as the new interest in the Black Poplar, we have been keeping a close eye on the condition of our existing 
tree stock. Various storms in early Spring saw a lot of storm damage in the copse,  including a large branch falling 
from the Norway Maple. This was swiftly made safe by Colin and David and emergency tree work commissioned. 
More recently we have been concerned about honey fungus commencing an attack on the alders by the riverbank 
and are watching this closely. A review of tree condition has been initiated with the landowners, Buckinghamshire 
Council, and we await their report. 

The elusive hedgehog
Paul, David and John hosted a socially distanced open day event at the meadow to kick-off a project for surveying 
hedgehogs with the ultimate intention of creating more and better wildlife habitat in the area. Volunteers then ran a 
hedgehog survey which identified two families of hedgehogs in the area although sadly we got no results at Boug’s 
Meadow. We still await seeing a hedgehog at Boug’s although we have poo and are now certain there are some 
around.  This project is expected to resume when restrictions ease and hibernation ends in early 2021 with 
continued support from BBOWT, Chalk Cherries and Chairs, Prestwood Nature and the ongoing kind loan of survey 
tunnels by the Risborough Environmental Group.



Covid 19 and social distancing
It goes without saying that this has been a difficult year for volunteering, and, from March, we have had to cancel all 
formal work parties. We were also forced to cancel the National Meadows Day event and many others.  
Nevertheless, in line with the government restrictions, our volunteers continued to maintain the site by working as 
individuals and in Covid regulation-compliant small groups. Picking just a few examples, John scythed, Colin mowed 
paths and revitalised the furniture, Keith and Jonathan wielded the hedge cutter to good effect. We probably don’t 
know everything Hazel and David planted, but will find out next year. 

We are extremely grateful, not just to those members, but to all of you who have continued to turn out and 
keep developing the Meadow in a way that has enabled the highest level of community enjoyment we have yet had..

Finally, here are a few of the pictures circulating on the Boug’s Volunteers WhatsApp group this year - all 
from the meadow. If you have contributed to Boug’s Meadow volunteer activity at any time and have a smartphone, 
you can join this group to get instant news and some great images. 
Text Paul on 07903 814299 or email paulheathuk@me.com to learn how. If you want to get involved (whether you 
have a smartphone or not) we will be happy for you to join the fun in 2021. We are going to rev up again as this 
pandemic winds down. Just get in contact and we will love to have you on the team. 

Betony Southern hawker White mullein

Small tortoiseshell Meadow wildflowers Small copper
Paul Heath 1/1/21

mailto:paulheathuk@me.com


Family Friendly Fun
I was asked to write a short piece about the Prestwood Nature activities that my children have taken 
part in, so I started by asking Rufus, the eldest at 6, what he had enjoyed most.  He rated the bat 
detectors, that we used at Boug’s meadow as part of the Creatures of the Night event, highly as          
well as making a bat mask there.  He also has happy memories of fungal forays in Prestwood 
Chuchyard and at Great Kingshill Common as well as Hampden Bottom Farm, where we also 
found a geocache that he was enthralled by and to which he demanded a follow up visit.  He has
been keen to point out fungi ever since and is most intrigued by the poisonous varieties such as 
fly agaric.  At 2 years old, our most recent additions to the family, the twins Molly and Alice are
not yet up to identifying flora and fauna but love Boug’s Meadow, which is a favourite spot to
eat ice-cream from Matilda’s (and climb the assault course - see left).  They were fascinated by the 
Misbourne’s brief presence there and would attempt to go paddling when their parent’s attention 
was briefly distracted.  The whole family has enjoyed Prestwood Nature events together, such as 

birding at Shardeloes just before Lockdown 1 and the walk looking at wildflowers at the Grangelands and Rifle Range near Pulpit 
Hill, led by Tony Marshall.  We are all looking forward to being able to resume these when it becomes possible to do so.               
                                                                                                                                                                                     Ross McVean     

PN Butterfly Transect 2020
The transect this year was unfortunately truncated because of Covid-19 lockdown restrictions in the spring.  This means that the 
results are not directly comparable to other years, as only 17 of the usual 26 weeks were covered.  The missing weeks, 
moreover, being concentrated in April to May, missed out on much of the spring emergence, affecting particularly orange-tip, 
green hairstreak and dingy skipper.  On the other hand, the numbers for the summer-flying species are not affected, so that 
comparisons with previous years are mostly still possible.  Transect walkers were Dorian Leroy, Patricia Mallett, Tony Marshall, 
John Obee, David Page, Sue Reynders, and Colin Tyler. 

Overall numbers
The total of individual butterflies seen flying was 2203.  The average numbers seen in previous years for the early weeks before 
20 May were about 100, so that the true figure for all weeks in 2020 would probably have been about 2300, making it a slightly 
above-average year.  Temperatures were high through June and this prompted many early emergences, so that most species got
through their lifecycle in record time, depressing the figures for later in the year, even when it was often warm and sunny.  This 
reduced our totals for the year even more than missing the early weeks.  Our highest total was for 23 June (532) - not July-
August as usual - and numbers dropped significantly after 453 were seen on 12 July, with only one week producing more than 
200 after that.

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Individuals 3191 730 1327 2020 2263 1679 1008 2353 2812 2858 1426 2004 2617 2403 2203
Species 25 21 22 24 24 27 20 23 25 22 22 24 25 27 23

As always, the most numerous species was Meadow Brown with 1175, accounting for over half the total numbers.  
This was in fact our third best year for meadow brown, only exceeded in 2006 and 2015.  On the other hand, 
numbers of other species were lower on average, 2020 lying 10th out of 15 years for their numbers.  Even adding 
100 for the missing spring species would only have brought it up to 9th place, so, despite much good weather, 2020 
was a below-average year for many butterflies.

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Meadow 
brown % 
of total

54.5 39.6 50.1 37.9 30.9 33.9 57.6 34.3 39.1 44.7 33.1 50.8 33.7 45.5 53.3

Nos. of 
meadow 
brown

1739 289 665 766 700 570 581 808 1099 1277 472 1018 881 1093 1175

Nos. of 
other 
species

1452 441 662 1254 1563 1109 427 1545 1713 1581 954  986 1736 1310 1028

As usual fortunes were mixed.  Apart from meadow brown, the species that performed better than average were the
skippers, holly blue, red admiral, small tortoiseshell, silver-washed fritillary, ringlet and small heath.  The grass-
eaters, the skippers and browns (which include marbled white), did generally well in 2019 and some of them kept 
this up into 2020, but speckled wood, gatekeeper and marbled white did not do so well (not too badly, but below 
average).  It is not immediately obvious why this should have been.  Small tortoiseshell, whose populations suffered 



a major collapse in this century due to disease, has shown some slight sign of recovery over the last two years, but 
has not yet recovered its previous status as a common species.  Red admiral (which had a quite good year) and 
painted lady (of which we had no records on the transect) are dependent on immigration and both therefore 
variable from year to year.  Silver-washed fritillary was not seen on the transect before 2014 and is a recent colonist 
of our area (local lepidopterists usually travelled to Wendover Woods to see them), but our local populations have 
steadily increased, and it is now regularly seen in gardens.  The holly blue has always been cyclical in its numbers, 
due to interaction with a particular parasite, but this has been a second good year, like the last, and it may have 
reached a peak, which may be followed by a population crash in 2021 or 2022.  It is not picked up as frequently as 
one might expect on the transect, but more general observations show this to have been a particularly good year 
(one of the commonest butterflies in my garden, for instance).

Differences between sections of the transect
As usual Meadsgarden Field north of the Picnic Site had by far the highest total of individuals (934), and also the 
highest number (20.75) per 100m (to allow for the different lengths of transect sections).  The Picnic Site, as always, 
had the highest number of species (19), although this was lower than usual because we missed the spring species.  
White Hill field to the north of Meadsgarden, similarly on chalk, also had a good number of species per 200m (10.7), 
but our other main chalk site, Stonygreen Bank, which is usually good for butterflies, had a much lower showing this 
year, with only 10 species and only 4.7 individuals per 100m.  A section of hedgerow on top of Denner Hill did well 
(8.13 per 100m, 14 species), as it did last year too, the environment here having improved in the last few years, 
being left to become much "wilder".  One other section did particularly well this year for the first time – it consists of 
a steep climb up a short-grass slope to Nanfan Wood from Hampden Road (Chalk Markings field).   It had 8.6 
individuals per 100m, although the range of species was low (just 6) because of the uniformly exposed conditions, 
with no long grass or hedgerow.  It has a particularly good population of common blues.

Butterfly of the Year
Each year we celebrate a butterfly that has done exceptionally well in the past year, with its best showing so far.  The
accolade this year must be awarded to the Silver-washed Fritillary.  Although there were only 11 recorded on the 
transect, this is double the previously highest total of 5 in 2018.  Casual observation shows that this has now become
one of our familiar butterflies, even though it had never been recorded in our area before 2009, and this is all the 
more welcome, because it is a conspicuous, large and showy creature.

Male silver-washed fritillary (the female lacks the bold streaks on the forewing)
Photograph taken in Hampdenleaf Wood 2014.                          Tony Marshall  

                                                                                                                                                                             



Prestwood Nature Council News
Following our Annual General meeting in November, which was held on-line attended by 32 Members, Julie Hopton 
was elected as a general member.    No nominations were received for the position of Treasurer so the duties of 
Treasurer will be carried out by the Chair until a permanent appointment can be made.  Below you will find a job 
description for the Treasurer which, despite its name, does not need any financial expertise to carry out the role. If 
you keep your family accounts on a spreadsheet you will have no difficulty with the PN accounts.
                 If you have recently joined us, joining the Council may be a way of becoming involved with the group. It 
may suit someone who is no longer in first flush of youth and not able to carry out many physical tasks. We are a 
friendly bunch who would love to welcome new faces to our Council meetings, at present online, but hopefully soon 
we shall be able to greet everyone once again in person.  Three members of the Council stood down at the last AGM.
This included one Officer, the Treasurer, and two Ordinary members. Council meetings are usually held 6 times a 
year, at about two monthly intervals. To find more information about what is involved please talk to any committee 
member - see below. 

 
Queens Award – 2020

The Queens Award, comprising a crystal ornament and signed certificate, is being held this year by Sylvia Bennett.
Sylvia first became involved with Prestwood Nature in 2008 when Sheepwash Pond was
converted from a muddy puddle to the pond and wildlife area which we know today. She is
still, 12 years later, actively involved in the maintenance of the site which continues to be a
major retreat for the community particularly during this strange year.
          Amongst her other activities with PN, she helped Sue Devlin to set up the Wildlife Garden
(now Pollinator Friendly Garden) which was a challenge when it had to be relocated from its
first site to the plot of land it now inhabits at Kiln Road allotments.
          She worked with Lesley Stoner at the newly planted Kiln Common Orchard tending to the
young trees many of which now show the fruits of her labours! She has helped at all our sites
including Boug’s Meadow and Angling Spring Wood.
            As more volunteers came forward to help, Sylvia stepped back to concentrate on Sheepwash where she can 
often be seen with hedging shears or litter picker in hand.  Not content with working on the sites Sylvia helped Tony 
Marshall to check for great crested newts in local ponds and can often be found at the various events we usually 
attend to promote Prestwood Nature in the community.  She has also co-ordinated the Butterfly Transect for 12 
years and was a member of the PN Council for 6 years.
             Sylvia is one of those people whose work for Prestwood Nature goes unnoticed by many of our members, but
without whom we could not continue to function.     Thank-you, Sylvia.
                                                                                                                               

Sheepwash Pond platform with volunteer work force (including Sylvia seated 2nd from left)



Flower Portrait No.27 - Winter Heliotrope Petasites pyrenaicus

This is a plant to look out for right now 
along roadsides near housing.  Reliable 
places are along the lower part of Hotley 
Bottom Lane and the southern part of 
Nairdwood Lane.  It was introduced from 
North Africa into gardens at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century for 
its winter flowers and is one of the 
earliest to bloom - at the beginning of 
January, well before even the snowdrops.
Only male plants were imported, so that 
it cannot spread by seed, but it spreads 
markedly within gardens via underground
roots and easily escapes on to roadsides.  
The spike of mauve flowers tends to be 
held rather modestly at the level of the 
large leaves and so may not be very 
conspicuous.  The round leaves are 
broadly heart-shaped, being indented 
where they join the stalk.  They are 
similar to butterbur leaves (very rare in 
this part of the country) but are shortly 
and evenly toothed, while butterbur 
leaves are very coarsely toothed.

New Butterfly Transect Co-ordinator
               Sylvia Bennett has co-ordinated the Butterfly Transect for 12 years and has retired.  We were looking for a 

replacement member to act as co-ordinator, but Anne Evans has recently agreed to take on the role. 
The new Butterfly Transect Co-ordinator will need a few more transect-walker volunteers to meet the requirements 
to cover the summer months (full training/experience will be given).  Please consider whether you could take this 
pleasant country walk a couple of times this summer, counting the butterflies which fly near you as you go. 

Treasurer wanted
This is one of the four officer roles in the PN Council.  The Treasurer is responsible for managing the charity’s 
finances, paying the bills and making sure the Council spends its money in accordance with its charitable purposes. 
The Treasurer arranges insurance and gift aid declarations.   The Treasurer reports to the Council at its 3 monthly 
meetings which may be held online.  The Treasurer prepares the accounts at the year-end for examination and 
approval by the Council and presentation to the members at the AGM.
You would need to be computer literate and able to input data on to a spread sheet and be familiar with internet 
banking system.  The role does not require any financial expertise or experience.  
Further information from chair@  prestwoodnature.org  

Donations
Two donations were gratefully received during the year.  The friends and family of the late Ray Tomlin made 
donations in his memory.  Ray had been a member for many years and he particularly enjoyed the peace and 
serenity of Boug’s Meadow in his later days. 

Also, Bucks County Beekeepers gave us a donation to improve the habitat for pollinating insects on our sites. 
We are grateful not only in terms of the money received but also because it shows that Prestwood Nature is being 
recognised as an important wildlife resource for the community.
                                                                        

mailto:chair@prestwoodnature.org


Events for 2021
Though the outlook can seem gloomy at time of writing, the end of December, we have had the longest night, and as
days become longer, we can look forward to more activities from PN.

TALKS:
Tuesday 20th April 7.30 pm Enjoying the outdoors for all the family by Karen van Oostrum.  Online meeting 
details to be confirmed.
Tuesday 8th June 7.30pm Bumble bees and where to find them by John Catton Online meeting details to be 
confirmed.
Tuesday 2nd November The beauty of flies by Martin Harvey followed by AGM. Venue to be confirmed.

WALKS:
As Covid19 starts to be controlled, we hope to be able to run some walks probably linked to the talks.  Regulations in
force at the time will have to be adhered to, so more details will be provided nearer the time.

OPEN SESSIONS:
We also hope to have regular open sessions at Boug’s, Sheepwash and the Pollinator Friendly Garden. These may be 
organised around the walks and talks or may be stand-alone events run by the volunteers.

Council members 2021 Phone Email Project
Chris Jolly 865017 jolly916@btinternet.com 
Vacancy treasurer@prestwoodnature.org  Treasurer
Helen Matthews NA membership@prestwoodnature.org  Membership Secretary
Jenny Smith 866426 admin@prestwoodnature.org Secretary
Ross McVean 890229 ross871@hotmail.co.uk 
Vanessa Rickett 866516 chair@prestwoodnature.org Chair
Julie Hopton 0793157537

1
juliehopton421@btinternet.com Family Activities /Talks

Vacancy Ordinary member
Other contacts
David Page 863176 pageshouse@aol.com PNNews printer
John Obee 865564 jk333@btinternet.com  Bird walks
Karen van Oostrum 0791068433

9
karenjvano@outlook.com Family walks

Philip Pratt 523869 highbeeches1@yahoo.co.uk PN reserve/Chiltern Society
Sylvia Bennett 866302 sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk  Sheepwash
Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org. Surveys/Wildlife records
Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org. Hedges Trees/Newsletter editor

   Complete, regularly updated information is available on our website www.prestwoodnature.org.uk
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