
 
Chair’s Column 
 
Things are looking up – Covid regulations are relaxing, days are getting longer 
and it must stop raining soon.  But above all Prestwood Nature is starting to run 
events and hold activities again. 
 
We will have completed two walks by the time you get this Newsletter and our 
second zoom talk of the year will have been held at the beginning of June. PN 
volunteers at Boug’s Meadow have already held one work party and are hoping 
to open the meadow on National Meadow Day in July. Work parties are planned 
at Greenlands Lane to prune the stone fruit trees at the Orchard and start the 
refurbishment of the Pollinator Friendly Garden and the butterflies are flying. 
 
So why you may ask am I, in company with the other members of the Council, 
not sitting back with our feet up and a cup of tea or glass of wine, enjoying the 
fruits of our labours? Because it does not just happen without a lot of planning 
and preparation from those of us who organise and publicise all these activities. 
Underneath it all, our feet are paddling furiously to make sure that everything 
goes well. 
 
So come on - working in the open air with pleasant company and seeing the 
result of your labours is fun – but this is only possible because of the work of the 
Council that underpins everything we are able to do. We make decisions about 
the future of the group, ensure that our communication with members and the 
public is accurate and timely, support our volunteers in their work, negotiate 
with outside agencies (such as the Parish and Bucks Councils), ensure our work 
follows legal regulations and guidelines, keep within the Charity Commission 
guidelines, and have enough money in the bank to pay for everything. 
 
Sadly, there are fewer and fewer members and officers of the Council to do all 
the routine and administrative jobs that are essential for the smooth running of 
the group. So give us a try, after all why not volunteer in the warm, with coffee 
and biscuits in good company and make a difference to Prestwood Nature. 
 

                                                                    Vanessa Rickett  

 
 
 
 

 
Contents 

 
Members’ News 2 

 
Boug’s Meadow 6 

 
Botany group 8 

 
Greenlands Lane 10 

 
Hedgehogs 12 

 
PN Council 13 

 
Constitution change 13 

 
David Cann obituary 13 

 
Saga of Tools 14 

 
Activities 14 

 
PN Contacts 14 

 
 
 

 
Hawthorn in full bloom 

 

 

PNNews         

 
Conservation Group for the Prestwood Region 
including Great Missenden, the Hampdens, 
the Kingshills, North Dean and Speen. 
                                                                                                                                                 Issue 55 

                                                                                                                                                June 2021 
 



Members' News 
The first period of this year, January to May, was unusual right from the start.  The first day of the year was certainly 
as cold as one might expect when Val and I took a brisk walk down Green Lane in Prestwood, so we did not expect to 
see much.  But on one small grassy bank we were greeted by three species one would certainly not have forecast.  
Two were autumn toadstools that are rarely seen much after November: Dwarf Bell and Parrot Waxcap, freshly 
sprung from the earth, their delicate caps turned to ice by the frost.  Above them stood a row of tall flowering 
Guernsey Fleabanes, only reported four times before in our area, although now frequent in London and most major 
towns.  This immigrant from the tropics of America does not flower usually after September, disappearing with the 
approach of winter.  In 2019 a film crew from London had been making a TV drama here, parking their many huge 
vans of equipment just off the lane.  Perhaps they had brought seed with them on their tyres.  But whatever 
possessed the seeds to germinate in mid-winter and then the plants to flower in the coldest spell we had? 
 

 
Guernsey fleabane in Wallingford 

 
Primrose with Chromatomyia primulae mines (Tina Hillas) 

 
 Not that, even in the recent snows, there were no other flowers around - plants like Daisy and Groundsel 
and the little Annual Meadow-grass had been flowering all the way through Christmas and could still be found in the 
New Year.  But by 6 January there were joined by some new ones - Chickweed at Peterley (Val Marshall) and 
Primrose along Westrick Walk (Tina Hillas).  Tina sent me a photo and on it could plainly be seen a white mine 
snaking around some of the leaves - the larvae of the fly Chromatomyia primulae eating its way through the depth of 
winter in the comfortable surroundings of a warm leaf.  Two records in one - I like that! 
 The weather got a little less frosty after that, but it remained cold and overcast most of the time.  
Temperatures for January were 1.5°C colder than average, while rain was 13% above normal.  And nothing 
happened, apparently.  At least no-one reported any sightings until the very last day, when Colin Tyler saw one of 
our true winter phenomena - Hair-ice in Lodge Wood.  This occurs only when wet rotting wood, infected by a certain 
fungus Exidiopsis effusa, encounters temperatures just below freezing in the presence of moist air.  As the wood 
freezes the fungus forms a barrier trapping liquid between the ice and the pores of the wood, creating a suction that 
draws water out of the pores to the surface, where it freezes and stretches outwards as a thin "hair" of ice only one-
hundredth of a millimetre in diameter.  An inhibitor in the fungus stabilises these ice-strands, so that they keep their 
shape, described by some as like candy-floss, for several hours. 
 February had its milder and colder spells, but was still below normal temperatures and with 16% more rain 
than usual.  With more people walking countryside close to residential areas because of extended lockdowns, these 
paths were becoming increasingly muddy and treacherous.  At the beginning of the month only fungi were reported, 
ones that are adapted to winter conditions, mostly growing on dead wood.  On the 5th Hazel Tyler reported Scarlet 
Elf-cup (Little Hampden Road), White Brain and Spring Hazelcup (Rignall Wood), all first records for our area; on the 
6th she added Glistening Inkcap (Abbey Park).  I added more species along Greenlands Lane and at the Sheepwash.   
 



 
Scarlet elf-cup (Hazel Tyler) 

 
White brain fungus (Hazel Tyler) 

 
Spring hazelcup (Hazel Tyler) 

 
Towards the end of the month (23d) Val Marshall observed our first Lesser Celandine of the year, and rare sunny 
warm spells saw Brimstones flying (24th Valerie Obee, 27th Christine Hoskins).  I saw my first Honey Bee on 
crocuses on 24th and Smooth Newt was recorded from Boug's Meadow on 28th, where a Grey Heron had been seen 
a fortnight earlier by Valerie Obee.  Colin Tyler watched a Brown Hare at Little Hampden on 27th, but the most 
significant sighting was by Martin Webster of a Barn Owl quartering a field near Sedges Farm.  Mike Collard had a 
spare barn-owl box, so he erected it nearby with the help of the man running the farm.  He says there have since 
been other sightings in the area, so we hope it can be persuaded to stay. 
 March began equally cold, but there was much less rain, and at the end some exceptionally high 
temperatures that had us thinking that spring was just arriving.  Before then we had few new records.  On 5 March 
Christine Hoskins told me she had a Starling in her garden (near Holy Trinity), which she had not seen for a long time.  
I also only see a very occasional starling in the garden, yet at the other end of my road, by Collings Hanger Farm and 
on the main Prestwood estate there are many of them around all the time.  Their distribution is oddly patchy.  
Where they are seen they are very common, but elsewhere, even close by, they may appear unusual.  Christine's 
other news was less welcome - she had discovered New Zealand pigmyweed in her pond.  We have been dreading 
the arrival of this destroyer of ponds for many years and this is the first occurrence in our area, though it grows not 
far away.  Fortunately Christine has been able to destroy it and now has to renew her pond, but at least this should 
forestall its appearance elsewhere.  It is a plant we need always to be on the alert for, because once established it is 
almost impossible to remove without destroying the rest of the pond.  Colin Tyler had Frog Spawn in his garden on 
13 March (a relatively late date for the first sighting) but was even more pleased to see Blackcap, Redpoll and a pair 
of Siskin a week later.  The redpoll was visiting his bird-feeder.  Meanwhile Val Marshall saw spots of fungus on fallen 
birch twigs she was clearing up - our first record of Annulohypoxylon multiforme, a name that should be on 
everyone's lips. 
 

 
Starling (Rachel Freeman)  

New Zealand pigmyweed 
 

Bee-fly 
 
 On 23 March I noticed the queens of Buff-tailed Bumble-bees were very active seeking out nest sites, 
anticipating warmer weather, although I saw very little other activity that day.  Soon we were to be greeted by a few 
warm sunny days and reports of Brimstone proliferated, along with Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell (Christine 
Hoskins), while that archetypal spring species, Dark-edged Bee-fly, was flying around for nectar from primroses and 
violets.  The beginning of April is when we begin our butterfly transect, so this all seemed to augur well.  Many new 
volunteers had been trained and we were ready to go. 
 Then the sun went in, and after 1st April, when we had the first outing of our new Botany Group (see 
separate report), there were no more observations until the middle of the month, when the odd sunny (but still 
rather cool) day produced more butterflies, adding Orange-tip, Holly Blue and Comma, seen by many members.  



More surprising was the Hummingbird Hawk-moth that Christine Hoskins witnessed in her garden on the 14th.  An 
immigrant normally seen only in later summer, I checked on-line and Christine had not been alone: several had been 
seen in other parts of the country too - a rare early influx.  Mining-bees were now active as well, making their tiny 
holes in bare trodden earth (pathways and banks are favourite).  One was seen at Boug's but we never established 
its identity.  At Hampden on 19th I recorded Sharp-collared Furrow-bee and Grey-patched Mining-bee along with the 
much rarer white-belted black sawfly Allantus truncatus, whose larvae feed mainly on roses.  On the same day two 
members of the Bat Group (Jim Ashton & Agnieszka Lukasiewicz) were recording along Leather Lane (towards The 
Lee) in poorish weather but managed to identify two Pipistrelles, the common Pipistrellus pipistrellus and 
Nathusius's P. nathusii.  The latter has only recently been distinguished from the common species, so this was a new 
record for us, and we now have three pipistrelles locally that take an expert to separate.  The trees along Leather 
Lane are threatened by HS2, which is why there has been concern to collect more data about their importance.  
More recently an expert has been funded to carry out a full night-time survey and I hear that 8 bat species have now 
been identified using the hedgerow trees of Leather Lane, which lie in an important feeding corridor between 
woodland roosting sites.  I do not yet have the full details, but they include Soprano Pipistrelle, Noctule and 
Barbastelle.  
 The next day I visited Holy Trinity churchyard to see the results of our bramble clearance last year (thanks to 
Geoff Barton, Fiona Everingham and Val Marshall, all working separately for the sake of social isolation) and was 
pleased to see a good display of Primrose and Cuckoo-flower (Lady's-smock).  (A new information board has now 
gone up at the Church, funded by the county council, to mark the designation of the churchyard as a Local Wildlife 
Site and nature reserve.)  While the weather remained cold, some sunny spells still brought out the occasional 
creature, adding Speckled Wood; Green Hairstreak and Dingy Skipper at the Picnic Site (Colin Tyler); more bees at 
Hampden Bottom - Red-tailed Mason Bee, a "Notable" species that seems to have become more common recently 
(it builds its nest inside snail-shells and hides the shell under a layer of dried grass-stems), Ashy mining-bee, 
Gooden's Nomad Bee, and the much rarer (but also increasing) Lathbury's Nomad Bee (these three all nectaring on 
fresh blackthorn flowers along with a hoverfly Eupeodes luniger).  Activity amongst insects, however, was still low 
and even a spot of sweeping vegetation with a sweep-net hardly yielded anything, apart from our first record of the 
Drapetisca socialis spider.  Along the edge of one ploughed field I found one plant of Medium-flowered Wintercress, 
a species for which we have very few records.  Having had little rain for weeks, country paths had now converted 
from quagmires to baked clay, and already evidence of drought abounded, the winter rains having disappeared into 
the deep water-table (much needed) and surface soils were left high and dry.  Cold and drought - a new 
phenomenon for an English spring. 
 

 
Hoverfly Eupeodes luniger  

Medium-flowered wintercress 
 
 We thought optimistically that May would be better, but that was not to be.  We had not a single butterfly 
report all month.  The plants continued to flower in the expected sequence, but mostly later, some much later, than 
usual.  At the end of May I still have daffodils Narcissus poeticus var. 'recurvus' in full bloom when even the cowslips 
are now going over and the bluebells will be following them soon.  The birds were still active with the breeding 
season in full swing, but they could be facing a shortage of insect food.  Lately more rain has alleviated the drought 
and a good sunny period in June may see nature get back finally into gear. 
 Last autumn Geoff Barton helped me re-sow the mini-cornfield at Greenlands Lane, but what we did not 
know was that our corn seed was past its use-by-date and so failed to germinate.  Nevertheless our rare arable 



annuals should still have germinated.  At mid-May, only two species had appeared, much later than usual, but they 
had both germinated from last year's self-sown seed.  Both were flowering in large numbers: Broad-fruited 
Cornsalad and Shepherd's-needle.  Both of these have done well in previous years and seem to be well suited to the 
soil and situation here, so we are doing our bit to rescue them from extinction.  I hope there will be enough seed to 
be able to collect some to preserve for sowing elsewhere.  Other species may yet show, so we continue to keep an 
eye on this space. 
 

 
Narcissus poeticus recurves 

 
Shepherd's-needle 

 
Tongues of fire (dried 

specimen) 
 
 Most reports in May were of birds and some of these were quite remarkable.  John Obee's reports on 1st 
May of Wheatear and Whinchat in Weedon Field between Little Kingshill and Peterley Manor Farm, along with 
Bullfinch in his garden, were notable enough, but the next day he reported our first ever Water Rail from Banks Pond 
in Abbey Park, along with a Spotted Flycatcher.  Jays seemed to be more evident than usual, too - I was seeing them 
all around, in my garden, and especially in the area of Piggott's Wood.  Barn Owls featured again, too, with Virginia 
Deradour announcing that she had a pair occupy a nest box down at Stony Green. 
 Fungi and algae are very adaptable - whatever the circumstances there are always some species ready to 
take advantage.  George Lewis had a bright orange fungus on a garden juniper, Tongues of Fire Gymnosporangium 
clavariiforme, a first record for this species that throws out a conspicuous mass of "horns" along the branches.  
Heavy storms at the end of April also brought soil-living algae into operation: Phytophthora ilicis is not 
 

 
Holly affected by Phytophthora ilicis, Lawrence Grove Wood 

 
uncommon in the soil where it grows unobserved.  But heavy rain at the spore-producing season can splash them up 
on the lower branches of holly bushes, where they infect the twigs and kill them off, leaving unsightly patches of 
silvery brown dead leaves, which were so common this year that virtually every bush in some areas was infected, as 
the participants of the Botany Group walk on 6 May particularly experienced in Lawrence Grove.  The St George's 
Mushroom usually appears like clockwork on 24 April, but this year it was almost a month late along Peterley and 
Nairdwood Lane.  A couple went into the pan, a meagre meal, but we enjoyed their nutty taste. 

Tony Marshall 



                                                          Boug’s Meadow rolls into summer 
 
As the government third lockdown restrictions bit at the start of 2021, Boug’s Meadow eased into the new year with 
a number of pleasant surprises, some expected, some not. These included the winterbourne river flow, the first 
sightings of newt and heron, a new bee species and the fuller resumption of volunteer activity.  As government 
restrictions ease further toward summer, we plan to open on 4 July for National Meadows Day, and look forward to 
many visitors being able to enjoy the meadow through the rest of the year. 
 

The river flows again 
Groundwater levels in the chalk aquifer were at high levels all through 2020, so 
there were high hopes of more strong winterbourne flow of the River Misbourne in 
2021.  With winter rains bolstering the groundwater, we saw first water trickling 
into the meadow on 11 January with full flow through the whole length on 14 
January.  
Snow at the end of the month focussed interest on the river and showed off the 
work that Colin and Hazel had started on scuffing up the accumulated silt in the 
bed.  With the strong current washing disturbed silt downstream, the river bed 
itself was gradually exposed.  
The snow didn’t stay settled for very long. Soon the first Snowdrops of the year 
were revealed along the banks and then all over the meadow. 
In mid-February, the Misbourne flowing its full length, brought a Grey Heron into 
the meadow as it patrolled the riverbank and the undergrowth along the road ditch 
in search of food.  First spotted by Valerie and John, then by several others, this 
was the first record in Boug’s Meadow since PN took over management in 2005. 
  

A few days later, Colin got pictures of its potential prey; a Smooth Newt 
swimming against the current, our first record. 
Grey wagtail were also increasingly seen along the length of the river with 
flocks of Redwing at the water’s edge.     
 In contrast with the above exciting sightings, the clean-up of the river bed 
revealed many items of non-natural interest. Unearthed items were often of 
recent vintage including broken bits of terracotta pots, bottle fragments, kids’ 
toys and several electrical items. Most spectacular of these items unearthed 
by Colin and Hazel was a 2006 Nokia mobile phone! There must be a story 
behind that one!    
We hope the river will continue to flow through June and July although it’s not 
clear if the recent heavy rains will be in time to help.  
 

Volunteer activity 
Activity so far has been affected by the third lockdown, and was restricted to 
individual or household/bubble group work for the first part of the year. 
However, in this period routine maintenance was kept up and some projects 
moved forward.  
 
Noting just a few examples in addition to the river work mentioned above, David continued regular maintenance on 
paths and general areas of interest. Finn, supported by his mother Helen, offered his Duke of Edinburgh volunteering 
time and completed our next section of dead hedging on the Waggon Road as well as other general work. David, 
John and Paul, working separately, constructed a dead hedge to hide the work area from the Link Road. Keith and 
Hilary, Jonathan and Angela, working in bubbles, managed the Car Park hedge annual cut.  
 
As lockdown restrictions eased, we held a work day at the end of April with two socially distanced groups of six, one 
working in the copse, on dead hedging extension and one mainly in the meadow on snowdrop splitting and other 
plant work. Both groups were fuelled with doughnuts and byo coffee.  
Now we can work in larger groups, our next full work party is likely to be on 27 June, a week before opening to the 
public on 4 July, National Meadow Day weekend. We had over 100 visitors in 2019 before Covid cancelled 2020 for 
us and we hope for the same success in 2021. 



Flora and pollinating insects   
Despite the rather cold weather, we have seen the continuation and strengthening of many plant species this year. 
Snowdrops, primroses and celandine started the meadow off, to be succeeded by cowslips, wood violets, wood 
anemones, native daffodils and bluebells. Among several other blossoms, the Norway Maple displayed some 
tremendous flowers and we saw a lone Star of Bethlehem from plantings a few years ago 
 

                                         
                                                        Norway Maple flowers                                                                                          Star of Bethlehem                           
The weather has delayed many insects but on sunny days we have seen many butterflies, hoverflies and solitary 
bees. In April, there was a good sprinkling of Brimstone, Orange Tip, Comma and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies. 
Moving into May, we had interesting pictures of a Green Veined White butterfly on a dandelion clock and of an Ashy 
Mining Bee on Bird Cherry. 
           

                                                        
                                        Green Veined White butterfly                                                               Ashy Mining bee 

Future events 
As we roll into summer, we expect society to open again and we have several events on the drawing board.  
Our showcase event, the Open Day on National Meadow Day weekend, is scheduled for Sunday, 4 July and we 
welcome ideas and volunteers to help with that. We will have a work party the weekend before. Put the dates in 
your diary if you can. 
More immediately, we host the second of the “Habitat for Hedgehog” days on Wednesday 2 June. If you see this 
before the day and wish to attend there may be some places free. We are protecting habitat for hedgehogs (and 
other creatures) at Boug’s Meadow and taking advantage of this programme to do so. 
If you are interested in these or any other activities at Boug’s Meadow, please  contact Paul Heath at 
paulheathuk@me.com or on 07903 814299. 
 
Thanks to Hazel Tyler, Colin Tyler and Valerie Obee for the pictures, all of which appeared first on the Boug’s 
Meadow Volunteers WhatsApp group.  If you are or have been a volunteer at the meadow and want to keep up to 
date, via WhatsApp, on what is happening at Boug’s, please contact Paul on 07903 814299 and we will take it from 
there.                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                        Paul Heath 

mailto:paulheathuk@me.com


New Botany Group 
 

Our new botany group currently has just five members (sufficient for this period when group numbers had to be 
restricted).  We have so far had four outings, all of them successful in their way, and an enjoyable and social way of 
exploring the countryside.  We are now open to receive more members.  The arrangements are very relaxed.  We fix 
meetings a week or two in advance according to conditions and flowering times and then anyone on our mailing list, 
who is able to come and wants to, can join us.  The walks are generally slow and last about 3 hours, but it can be hilly 
(this is the Chilterns).  Because of other commitments of the group's leaders, Karen van Oostrum and myself, so far 
the outings have always been on a Thursday, but this could change.  Each meeting is focussed on a search for a 
particular uncommon species, or several such species, and so far we have all (including the leaders!) learned much 
more about our local plants by having to examine flowers in detail to separate look-alikes. 
 Our first outing was on April Fool's Day, which seemed appropriate because we were looking for a variety of 
primrose that had last been reported in this area in 1947!  At that time, when war-time rationing was still in place, 
Roy Maycock (until very recently the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland recorder for Bucks) led a group of 
experienced botanists from various parts of Britain and from America to explore places around Great Missenden.  
One of the botanists, JL Crosby had recently been doing research on varieties of primrose with different lengths of 
stamens and styles.  As they walked through Rook Wood, he noticed several primroses known as "long homostyles", 
until then mainly known from an area of Somerset where they were very common.  Primroses, as is fairly well 
known, are generally "pin" or "thrum".  The former has, in the centre of the flower, a single style (female part), the 
stamens being short and hidden below in the flower tube.  The latter have a ring of anthers in the centre of the 
flower, on long stamens, the styles being short and well below them.  This arrangement ensures cross-pollination.  
"Homostyle" plants are different because their stamens and styles are of equal length.  Long-homostyles have both 
anthers and styles showing in the centre of the flowers.  This means that they often self-pollinate, but can also 
contribute to cross-pollination.  This ability should naturally lead to increasing proportions of long-homostyles in a 
population of primroses, as in Somerset (where they may form 80% of a population).  Short-homostyles also occur, a 
form which would usually ensure self-pollination but prevent cross-pollination so that they do not affect the general 
population.  One paper suggests that short-homostyles do not occur in the wild, and Karen and I have found that 
many garden primroses and escapes from gardens are of this form, but I have also seen this form in a wild 
population at Hampden Bottom. 
 

 
Long-homostyle primrose (Karen van Oostrum) 

 
So we set out to see what had happened to the long-homostyles in Rook Wood.  Fortunately, Roy Maycock has a 
good memory and was able to give us a fair idea of where he had seen these plants.  So after crossing Abbey Park 
from Great Missenden church we directly entered the wood where a major ride with many primroses came down to 
the entrance gate.  After some searching we were amazed to find that there were indeed, after all this time, some 
long-homostyles here!  But, contrary to the above predictions, they had not taken over the population and were still 
at quite a low frequency, a problem we shall have to leave to geneticists.  They have not been reported from other 
parts of the Chilterns, but it would be surprising if Rook Wood were the only location.  Next year we hope we shall 
be able to search other wild populations and establish the frequency of long-homostyles more generally.                



The search, much on hands and knees, took some time, but once we had got our eye in we found we could spot 
likely long-homostyles even from a little distance.  Afterwards we wandered to the top of the ride where there was a 
stony patch with Common Whitlow-grass Erophila verna (not common in these parts) and Parlsey-piert Aphanes 
arvensis (usually a plant of arable fields), after which it was time to return to the church, with a warm feeling of 
achievement, having seen flowers that no-one had noticed for 74 years. 
 After the first very technical outing, our second on 22 April was much easier.  We went to see how the main 
colonies of Coralroot Cardamine bulbifera were faring this year at Theeds Wood and Gomms Wood between 
Hughenden Valley and Cryers Hill.  On this date several years ago I had found these plants in full flower, but this year 
things were late, so there was a worry they would not yet be evident.  After a steep climb from Hughenden we 
suddenly came across a superb specimen in fresh flower right by the path - the best specimen we were to see all 
day!  We entered the wood over the broken-down fence and found large groups of coralroot, although most were 
only just coming into flower.  Higher up the hill, where the chalk changes to clay, we walked through huge colonies 
of Ramsons Allium ursinum or Wild Garlic, which were again late, with only a few in flower.  I did, however, find a 
leaf with the small brown rings made by the fungus Botryotinia globosa, a species I had often sought before but 
which had always eluded me until now.  We walked on to Gomms Wood where there was plenty more coralroot, but 
also Green Hellebore Helleborus viridis, which became increasingly frequent as we moved south in the wood, 
sometimes forming dense colonies.  They usually flower in February, so I expected to see only fruiting plants, but 
because of the lateness of flowers this year, we found plenty in fresh condition with their bright green flowers 
(technically sepals, as they have no petals). 
 

 
Coralroot showing the characteristic purple 

bulbils 

 
Flower of green hellebore (Gomms Wood) 

 

 
Crab apple, showing hairless stalks and calyces (Church Path) 

 
On 6 May we went in search of true Crab Apples Malus sylvestris, following up recent reports in a couple of areas 
(just one-kilometre squares on the OS map, so we were not sure of the exact sites).  Most of our wild apples, 
common in hedgerows, are descendants of the alien Malus domestica.  I have been able to authenticate very few 
older records of sylvestris, most of which turned out to be domestica, and it seems to be very rare.  The crab apple 
produces small bitter fruit, but descendants of domestic apple sometimes degenerate to something similar.  In the 
flowering season the best distinguishing character is the hairiness of the flower-stalk and the calyx, which are matted 
with white hairs in domestica, but almost bare or with a few erect hairs in sylvestris.  Recent research has 
unfortunately shown that the two species hybridise, and that the hybrid is commoner than pure crab, but this was 



based on genetic analysis and in the field the hybrid and the crab cannot be reliably distinguished.  Hybridisation 
leads to some flowers being intermediate in hairiness, but if specimens are mostly bare of hairs we can at least 
determine that they are true crab or an indistinguishable hybrid.  The square we searched in the morning (either side 
of Holy Trinity church) actually yielded relatively few wild apples, but as they were just coming into flower they could 
be spotted from a distance.  In each square we found one specimen that we could happily describe as true crab.  The 
first was on the southern boundary of Lawrence Grove Wood (spotted earlier by one of our members, George Lewis, 
who was able to lead us to it) and the second along Church Path, at the edge of Lawrence Grove (a wood with a 
confusingly similar name).  The second was accompanied by several domestic apples and some that were quite 
possibly hybrid.  It is interesting that most of the true crab apples we have now authenticated are at the edges of 
woods and not in hedgerows, where most wild apples occur, this perhaps indicating that woodlands were the 
original habitat of our native species.  In the course of our walk we came across a Hybrid Hawthorn Crataegus x 
media, but this was in a newly planted hedge on the south side of Prestwood Park.  Plants sold as true hawthorn for 
hedging these days are unfortunately often hybrids, even from approved suppliers.  The same, I have found, applies 
to those sold ostensibly as native hazels.  You cannot trust the label! 
 In the afternoon Karen, Val and I went on to explore the other OS square reported for crab apple, around 
Piggotts Wood.  We found only one apple tree, with flowers out of reach.  Here Karen showed her climbing skills and 
retrieved a specimen, which unfortunately for all her efforts turned out to be domestic apple.  This seems to indicate 
that previously all apples had been recorded as sylvestris and often could not be confirmed.  Fortunately, it had led 
us to discover two new crab specimens in the morning.  The afternoon was not wasted either, because we came 
across other interesting plants, namely Wood Anemone (first record in Piggotts Wood), Midland Hawthorn 
Crataegus laevigata (our other native hawthorn), and Wild Plum, all useful records.  Rarest of all, however, was 
finding a white-flowered variety of Early Dog-violet, which has only just been properly described and named in the 
botanical literature as var. leucantha.  While in Piggotts Wood we visited the known colony of Coralroot, but unlike 
our previous outing in April, there were only a few plants and the management of this wood is not so suitable. 
 Our latest ramble was on 27th May, focussed on the very rare Chalk Milkwort Polygala calcarea.  There had 
been two records in the 1990s for our area, one so far unchecked near Gomms Wood, the other in the field north of 
the Picnic Site.  The latter location I have searched several times unsuccessfully.  As mistakes can easily be made 
separating chalk milkwort from Common Milkwort Polygala vulgaris, I had assumed this record was mistaken.  Our 
interest was renewed, however, by a 2019 record of chalk milkwort at the Picnic Site.  This site has been visited 
many times by botanists over the years, so it would be surprising if it had been overlooked.  Four of us searched 
there for an hour and found no plants that could be assigned to Chalk Milkwort.  We than searched the neighbouring 
field where it was recorded in 1996, a particularly dubious record because it was made in September when most of 
the identifying characters would not have been showing.  Again we were quite sure that there was no chalk milkwort 
present, and probably all records for it should be rejected.  This shows that even botanists' records need to be 
scrutinised carefully if they seem out of place. 
 

 
 
 After the milkwort search we went on to the area around Holy Trinity where two plants had been recorded 
in 2019 that were not otherwise in our records.  The first, Lily-of-the-valley, would have been a garden escape, as it 
does not occur naturally in this area.  The only plants we found were in a flower-bed by the entrance to the church.  
Although these were obviously spreading within the bed, we could find none beyond, so that we rejected this record 
as occurring in the wild (that is, beyond a garden).  The second, Annual Mercury, is frequent in rough disturbed 
places in many towns, but we have never seen it in or near Prestwood.  Our search for this drew a blank, too, but it is 
a plant that appears in different places in different years, so that the earlier record may well have been correct - 
unfortunately that record lacks a precise location.  However, the visit to the churchyard enabled us to see Spring 
Cinquefoil, just a few clumps beside one grave.  The plant had been well naturalised among marble chippings on this 
grave until a few years ago when the people tending it decided to remove all the plants and lay down slate 
chippings.  It had been thought that the spring cinquefoil (at its only Chiltern site) had been lost, but now we know it 
is just hanging on.  The native sites for this rare flower are far from our area, so we assume it was introduced at 
some time to the grave, as it is sold by garden centres as a rockery plant.                                             Tony Marshall 



Garden and Orchard at Greenlands Lane 
We are now in a position to hold some work parties again at both the Pollinator Friendly Garden and Kiln Common 
Orchard.     The Garden is still showing some of the effects of the arson attack it suffered in 2019 - 

 

 
Could you help us to restore it to its former glories? 

 

 
Work party Saturday 19th June at 10 am to 1pm Information as below 

 

 
                                               Also the cherry and plum trees in the Orchard need a prune 

 
We are planning a Work Party on Saturday July 10th from 10am to 1pm For more information please contact  

chair@prestwoodnature.org   or   karenjvano@outlook.com 

mailto:chair@prestwoodnature.org
mailto:karenjvano@outlook.com


Help and habitat for hedgehogs in 2021 
 
It’s late Spring and mating season for Hedgehogs, so if you are woken by grunting or shuffling noises in your garden, 
you may want to roll over and let nature take its course. It’s a prickly and not exactly an easy exercise for hedgehogs. 
It’s often unsuccessful so we wish them good fortune. Hedgehogs are now red listed as vulnerable to extinction in 
the UK so, after all the amorous noises, occasional fighting between males and the hopefully successful main event 
on the back lawn, what can we do to help? 
                  Fortunately, we know we have a number of hedgehog families in the Prestwood Nature area as a result of 
the “Habitat for Hedgehogs” project, part funded by Prestwood Nature, which ran last year. This confirmed at least 
two hedgehogs in the Great Missenden village area and triggered a number of sighting reports, photos and videos 
from around the area.  The project progress was obviously slowed by the Coronavirus epidemic and restrictions ever 
since it started, but, as restrictions ease in 2021, we are moving forward to survey and then create new habitat. 
In April, over 30 people, including many PN members, enjoyed a stimulating webinar where Dr. Katie Horgan of 
BBOWT talked and answered a myriad of questions about how we can help hedgehogs and create habitat for them.  
We also looked at some of the information gathered by the project in Great Missenden in 2020 and talked about 
opportunities to launch more hedgehog surveys and create more habitat in our gardens locally based on Katie’s talk. 
In May, during Hedgehog Awareness Week, we ran two socially distanced small workshops at Boug’s Meadow for a 
practical hands-on demonstration. It was raining, we got wet, but we enjoyed Katie’s talk in person and were able to 
look closely at Hedgehog survey tunnels and at a “hedgehog house” scheduled for installation in Boug’s Meadow’s 
hedgehog habitat area, under construction. We had attendees from Great Missenden churches and local residents 
as well as visitors from Chinnor and Princes Risborough environment and community projects. 
 

                              
                                                                          Hedgehog workshop just before it rained. 
      

On Wednesday 2 June in the afternoon, during school half term, we have another practical 
session, under more relaxed government restrictions, at Boug’s Meadow in Great 
Missenden.  Katie will again be there to guide us and we will actually install the new 
“hedgehog house”.  
We can accommodate up to 30 people according to the rules and we hope to get a good 
attendance again with a lot of practical interaction.  If you are free, and see this in time, 
we may have a few places left, so contact Paul or David at the email addresses below to 
see if we can squeeze you in.  
             Katie is also the project officer for the Chalk, Cherries and Chairs “Rough around 
the Edges” project, which is providing lead funding for this project and we do hope that 
we can take advantage of this to encourage more habitat in our local gardens and odd  
spaces, which will be conducive to hedgehogs and to a diversity of other creatures.        Hedgehog hotel 

 
         
                        
                      If you are interested, please contact paulheathuk@me.com or davidwildman100@hotmail.com.  
 

 

mailto:paulheathuk@me.com
mailto:davidwildman100@hotmail.com


 

A Council Member’s Highlights 
After 18 years of being on the Council it’s now time for me to take a break as my 6 years’ maximum as general secretary 
comes to an end.  It has certainly been an interesting and diverse time and I’d heartily recommend being on the Council 
and taking an active part in its management. I started out as Membership Secretary when Prestwood Nature became 
a fully constituted organisation, then completed a stint as council member before finally becoming General Secretary.  
There have been many highlights, these are just a few as there are countless other aspects: 

 Boug’s Meadow. This site started out as an open area full of nettles with a copse that was difficult to get into, 

as it was so overgrown, and full of dead wood. It has now emerged as a wildlife haven with a stream running 

through the meadow with an adjacent welcoming copse.  

 Sheepwash Pond. Very few people were aware of this overgrown site that had previously had a pond. 

Following its restoration, it’s now a local feature enjoyed by many. 

 Angling Spring Wood. One of the major tasks carried out here was the removal of the fencing installed to 

protect various parts of the woodland when saplings were first planted. Removal of holly and laurel has 

allowed the bluebells to be more visible and thrive. 

 Creation of the community orchard and pollinator friendly garden. The community orchard is planted with 

dwarf trees from local fruit tree species to help preserve these varieties. The garden has many purposes 

including improving local biodiversity. 

 Glow worm walks at Hampden Bottom Farm – These evenings hold lovely memories of walks around the fields 

as dusk falls looking for glow worms. We always spotted some and remained fascinated by their glow and 

amazing beauty. The views at this time of the evening with the setting sun were glorious.  

During this time, I’ve come to know and make friends with a group of like-minded people who care about our local 

natural environment. There has also been a variety of organisations from local councils, the Chiltern’s Conservation 

Board, the Co-op, Prestwood Village Association and Chiltern Rangers to name a few who have supported Prestwood 

Nature’s endeavours over the years. 

During the last year the Covid pandemic brought to the fore the need 

for natural spaces for individuals to visit and connect with nature as the pace 

and routines of life changed. Seeing Prestwood Nature’s sites becoming more 

appreciated was certainly rewarding and revealing. The pollinator friendly 

garden had the only benches in Prestwood and catered for social distancing! 

Please consider taking an active part in Prestwood Nature - the more, the 

merrier - and the more that can be achieved.  To gain a better insight into the 

management and activities of the organisation you are welcome to attend 

council meetings as a taster.  Ultimately new members are needed to serve on 

the council.                                                                                                 Jenny Smith 

   

David Cann RIP 
We were saddened to hear of the death of David, a long-standing member and at one point a 
council member of Prestwood Nature. In the past he was a regular at many of the Boug’s 
Meadow, Angling Spring Wood (as shown here) and Sheepwash work parties.  Whilst a council 
member, David was instrumental in creating a 5-year Action Plan.  This covered various 
aspirations and also included strategies for membership, communications and marketing.  Our 
thoughts are with David’s wife Jo and family. 

 

Change to Constitution 
When Prestwood Nature was first set up in 2003 there was a lot of enthusiasm and many people came forward to help 

run the newly-formed group.   To ensure that people would be bringing new ideas to the table it was decided to limit 

the time that any one person could sit on the Council. So members serve for to 3 years with the possibility of being re-

elected for a further 3 years and then they have to leave the Council.  It has now become so difficult to encourage 

members to join the committee, there is the possibility that we might not be quorate in a couple of years’ time. So it 

is proposed that the time limit is removed so both officers and members may remain on the committee for longer.  

This alteration to the Constitution will be put to members at the AGM in November.                           Vanessa Rickett 

                                                                                



The Saga of the Tools 
Prestwood Nature, over the years, has built up a collection of tools for use on our sites in Prestwood and Great Missenden. Thanks 

to Tony and Val Marshall we had been able to store them, rent free and with 24/7 access, in their garage.  However, all good things 

come to an end, the storage area was no longer available, so back in 2019 we were asked to find another place to keep them. It 

was a polite request including the comment that there was no hurry to move them (a mistake!).  We decided that it was necessary 

to make an inventory of the equipment being stored, so we knew how much storage space we had to find.  The summer of 2020 

– you remember, just after first lockdown, Tim and I spent many hours checking and labelling all the tools and chasing down the 

ones being kept in volunteers’ garages and sheds.  Next we did what I, in my naive thought, would be the simple bit.  So for the 

next year I spent my spare time phoning round local farmers, churches, lock ups, storage companies, all to no avail. Apart from 

space, access was also a problem and we started to realise what a good deal we had had from the Marshalls.  Your committee 

looked at the list of equipment we had produced and realised that some of the equipment was useful in the work we were doing 

- scythes, wooden rakes, hedge trimmers, amongst other things. We were also storing equipment that would be found in many 

volunteers’ own garden sheds - hand trowels, secateurs, spades, forks etc. So a decision was made to donate such equipment to 

Work Aid, a local charity which refurbishes tools and sends them to support young people in Africa to build sustainable livelihoods.  

Once this was done we had a much smaller number of items that required storage and were able to find homes for them in the 

garages and sheds of our generous volunteers.  From May 2021 they are now available for use on our sites – just a phone call or 

quick email can identify their location and availability.   Once again thanks are due to Tony and Val and now to the members who 

so kindly stepped in to help with what at one time looked like an intractable problem.                                            Vanessa Rickett  

Activities for 2021 
TALKS 
Tuesday 8th June 7.30pm Bumble bees and where to find them by John Catton Zoom Online meeting details with 
invitation to be sent to all members. Contact membership@prestwoodnature.org for information.  
Tuesday 2nd November The beauty of flies by Martin Harvey followed by AGM. Venue to be confirmed. 
WALKS 
Sunday 6th June 11am Walk in the Woods led by Helen Matthews.  Meet at Boug’s Meadow. This walk is part of the 
Chilterns Walking Festival and is already fully booked. It may be repeated if there is interest. 
Later in the year Karen van Oostrum plans to lead another hedgerow walk. Please check website for details. 
WORK PARTIES 
Saturday 19th June 10 am to 1pm Pollinator Friendly Garden at Greenlands Lane to focus on defining the flower 
beds and removing the worst of the weeds. Info: chair@prestwoodnature.org or Karenjvano@outlook.com 
Sunday 27th June 10 am Boug’s Meadow Prepare for National Meadows Day. Info:Paulheathuk@me.com 
Saturday 10th July 10 am to 1pm Kiln Common Orchard to prune the stone fruit trees and weed round the base of 
the trees. Information:Chair@prestwoodnature.org or Karenjvano@outlook.com 
EVENTS 
Sunday 4th July 10 am to 4 pm National Meadows Day. Boug’s Meadow Open Day demonstrating how the area is 
developing as a wildflower meadow. Information:paulheathuk@me.com 
Saturday 11th September 7pm to 9pm Creatures of the Night at Boug’s Meadow. An evening looking for bats, moths 
and other creatures of the night led by Julie Hopton. Very suitable for youngsters and families. Information: 
juliehopton421@btinternet.com  
Complete, regularly updated information is available on our website www.prestwoodnature.org.uk 
 

Council members 2021 Phone Email  Project 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 chair@prestwoodnature.org Chair 

Jenny Smith 866426 admin@prestwoodnature.org Secretary 

Jeremy Handley  treasurer@prestwoodnature.org Treasurer 

Helen Matthews  membership@prestwoodnature.org Membership Secretary 

Chris Jolly 865017  jolly916@btinternet.com General Member 

Ross McVean 890229 ross871@hotmail.co.uk  General Member 

Julie Hopton 07931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com Family activities 

Other contacts    

Anne Evans 715910 Anne.sthergk@btinternet.com Butterfly transect 

Karen van Oostrum 07910684339 karenjvano@outlook.com  Family walks/PFG/KCO 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk   Sheepwash 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.  Surveys/Wildlife records 

Paul Heath 07903 814 299 paulheathuk@me.com Boug’s Meadow 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.  Hedges Trees/Newsletter  

Frank Rickett  webmaster@prestwoodnature.org Webmaster 
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