
 

Chair’s Column   
            
When I started writing this column, things were looking great and I was 
looking forward to telling you all about PN’s plans for the year ahead.    
We plan to have talks on birds, butterflies and woodlands.  Our walks 
programme will return to the tramping through the countryside to learn 
about flowers, hedgerow plants, fungi and local history.   Some of these 
walks will focus on introducing children to nature.   All will be led by our 
own members who are expert in their fields (pun intended!). 
               Boug’s will continue its work to produce a wildflower meadow 
and keep the Misbourne running for a second year.  Sheepwash needs 
repairs to its paths and we may be able to have help from the students at 
Chiltern Way Academy with this rather tedious task. We shall continue 
with the task of pruning the fruit trees in the Orchard – this is not only 
beneficial to the trees themselves but we amateur gardeners see how it 
should be done. 
               What about events to showcase our work?  National Meadow Day 
took place again in July at Boug’s and we are hoping to be able to 
celebrate National Apple Day this autumn at Kiln Common Orchard.  
                
BUT then came the perfect storm.  Only 2 months before our year end the 
Treasurer informed me he did not intend to continue in the role.  I was 
already aware that pressure of work was making it difficult for our 
Membership Secretary to stand for re-election and our General Secretary 
has come to the end of her permitted term in office after 18 years on the 
Council.  I cannot continue as Chair without officers. 
                If we do not get new members joining the Council and taking on 
the officer roles, it is not going to be possible for Prestwood Nature to 
continue and I shall propose we take steps to wind up Prestwood Nature.    
               If you care about Prestwood Nature and think it is worth 
preserving, then I hope you will come forward to join the Council and save 
Prestwood Nature from being wound up. 
 
                                                                             Vanessa Rickett  
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Members' News 
  

I write this at the end of one of the dreariest Augusts I have known.  The whole summer has been a matter of grabbing 
the few sunny days on offer to get out and about.  At the beginning of June there were plenty of butterflies around - 
Brimstone, Comma, Common Blue, Holly Blue, Orange-tip, Red Admiral, Small Heath, Speckled Wood.  Soon after, 
Dingy Skipper and Small Copper were seen at the Picnic Site, while Meadow Brown had already emerged - virtually a 
month before expected.  Colin Tyler witnessed Painted Lady on 7 June at Nairdwood Lane allotments.  It was set up 
for a good year, but a series of unseasonable storms meant that subsequent observations were few and far between.  
Painted Lady persisted for a while, as it was seen again on 13 June in Abbey Park by John & Valerie Obee, while Red 
Admiral was one of the most frequently seen butterflies on buddleia later in the summer, but these are both 
immigrants.  Our common native Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell were around, but seldom seen in numbers.  On a 
trip with the Bucks Invertebrates Group to the scrubland beside Hughenden Valley playing fields, Anne Evans 
photographed a strange caterpillar on nettle, which turned out to be a young very well armoured Comma. 
 

 
Comma caterpillar. Photo Anne Evans 

 

In the same place Anne also found a Small China-mark Moth, which breeds in marshes and so must have come from 
the head of the Hughenden stream, which was flowing well, right below this scrubland.  Oddly, this year, we seemed 
to get reports of moths as often as butterflies.  Anne was photographing Small Magpie, Mint Moth and Cinnabar in 
her garden in June, while in Abbey Park John & Valerie also saw the more rarely seen Common Heath.  My garden was 
visited by immigrant Hummingbird Hawkmoth on 24 June, and Jeanette Hedley was similarly graced by one on 1st 
July.  Towards the end of June George Lewis's garden had Green Silver-lines, while Tina Hillas saw the gaudy Scarlet 
Tiger, a moth that has gone from absent to common in just a few years.  The latter's less common, but increasing, 
relative Jersey Tiger was seen again, as last year, by Trish Mallett, leading her to speculate that she has a breeding 
colony in her garden.  From mid-July to mid-August, Anne reported Clouded Border, the immigrant Silver Y, Early 
Thorn, and Scarce Footman, while more ambitiously managing to photograph micro-moths Emmelina monodactyla 
and (at the Hughenden scrubland) Dichrorampha acuninatana.  Incidentally, I had seen another of our many micro-
moths on 1st June, Elachista argentella, tiny but conspicuous, being pure white, flitting among the grasses on 
Hampden Bottom Farm.  Another conspicuous micro is Nemophora metallica, which I saw at the Picnic Site on 22 July 
- it has extremely long white-tipped antennae, an orange-haired head and shiny metallic bronze wings. 
 

 
Mint moth. Photo Anne Evans 

   
Scarlet tiger. Photo Tina Hillas 

      
Scarce footman. Photo Anne 



 
Emmelina monodactyla. Photos Anne Evans 

 
Dichrorampha acuninatana 

 
Clouded border 

 

Among our other insects, I found that the Red-tailed Mason Bee, particularly attracted to hawthorn flowers in spring, 
seems to be getting more common.  It was once seen as one of our more notable bees.  It makes its nest in empty 
snail-shells in bare places among chalk grassland, as at Hampden Bottom.  Others at Hampden Bottom included two 
spectacular rare beetles, Cramp-ball Fungus Weevil and Rufous-shouldered Longhorn.  The first has larvae that feed 
inside the eponymous fungus (also known as King Alfred's Cakes), a hard black growth on decaying ash and beech 
trees (some task, as this fungus is as hard as wood).  The larvae of the second feeds in fallen logs.  One of the fields 
on the farm (Flaxmans) yielded several more interesting insects, the Cornfield Ant (which may even build its nest in 
among the crops), Downland Villa Bee-fly (feared to be approaching extinction a few years ago, but now having a 
resurgence in the Chilterns), and the large Band-eyed Brown Horsefly (a good sight, except on your arm - actually it 
seems to prey mostly on roe deer). 

  

 
Cramp-ball fungus weevil 

 

 
Band-eyed brown horsefly Tabanus bromius 

 

 
Rufous-shouldered longhorn 

 

 
Downland villa Villa cingulate 

 

Other notable beetles this year have been Violet Ground-beetle at our wildlife garden (Karen van Oostrum) and a 
Stag-beetle larva Bob Fastner found inside a fallen tree he was splitting. (See below) In our own garden we had the 
small red-and-black Apple Fruit Weevil Neocoenorrhinus aequatus, and another weevil on our hawthorn - 
Anthonomus pedicularius.   Records also included a few of the less common ladybirds, Adonis Ladybird in the 
Hughenden scrub, and Orange Ladybird at Boug's Meadow (Hazel Tyler). 



 
Stag-beetle larva. Photo Bob Fastner 

 
Back at Hughenden, although we had a generally disappointing haul of insects, the chalk scrub was good for bush-
crickets - Oak, Roesel's and Speckled all being present.  They often come into shrubby gardens, too - I regularly have 
oak bush-cricket in my hazel, and Anne Evans found speckled bush-cricket.  Val Marshall saw the last as a nymph 
earlier in June in a hedge along Piper's Lane.  The Hughenden scrub had a lot of Red Bartsia present (like yellow rattle 
it is good for controlling rank grasses) and this was significant because it is the only host for the uncommon little bee 
Melitta tricincta (which is similarly found at the Picnic Site).  A common plant bug there was Stenodema laevigata, 
which was photographed by Anne Evans. 
 

                    
                      Oak bush-cricket                                                  Speckled bush-cricket.                                 Roesel’s bush-cricket  
                                                                                                                                                                                          All Photos Anne Evans  

 
At Boug's, Hazel also saw Banded Demoiselle dragonfly for the first time there, showing what the stream may bring if 
it can be kept flowing.  They are strong fliers and will travel widely, and Jeanette saw one in her garden in 
Prestwood.  These are two of only four records we have had of this creature, which shows what a bit of rain will do, 
and we have had plenty this year!  A shortage of local wetlands mean that we do not get many dragonfly records, 
even of common ones, like Blue-tailed damselfly (at Cockpit Hole this year), although the large Southern Hawker 
regularly appears (it breeds in Jeanette Hedley's pond every year). 

A hoverfly Eupeodes latifasciatus was photographed by Val Marshall in Great Kingshill.  George Lewis also 
had his camera ready for one of our larger ichneumon flies Ichneumon stramentor, one of the few that can be 
identified from a photo.  Sawflies have larvae that can often be mistaken for moth caterpillars.  At the Picnic Site on 
22 July it was difficult to miss one of these, as the bright orange caterpillars feed communally in a large web - 
Neurotoma saltuum. 
 

                                                                     
                                               Eupeodes latifasciatus                                             Ichneumon stramentor. Photo George Lewis    



                                          
                                                                       Neurotoma saltuum Sawfly larvae in web.  
 

Many insects are small and seldom noticed, but have spectacular effects by mining leaves or causing galls.  One of 
these is the gall-wasp Diplolepis spinosissimae making bright red galls only on Burnet Rose, noticed by Val in the 
scrub beside Hughenden Valley playing-fields.  This gall is rare with us, because the rose is not native to our area (it is 
usually seen near the coast), and is only here as a garden escape, no doubt from the neighbouring allotments.  
Members who have Burnet Rose in their gardens may well see this gall, in which case we would like to hear about it.  
Another insect galling garden plants is the psyllid (jumping plant louse) Lauritrioza alacris, the Bay Sucker, which 
makes conspicuous galls on the leaves of bay-trees.  It first appeared in our garden this year.   
 

                                            
 

The regular gall on beech leaves (there used to be just one) is caused by the gall-midge Hartigiola annulipes (a short 
erect hairy cylinder), but now we have to look out for another one.  Another gall-midge Mikiola fagi has been so 
seldom reported in Britain that it was recently thought it might be extinct, but there are a couple of earlier records in 
Bucks (1992 and 2004) and this year it was seen at Grangelands.  Val Marshall spotted this distinctive gall in Peterley 
Wood on 16 August, and when we searched more widely we found it on just about every beech tree in the wood, 
even though we had never seen it there before!  Outside the wood, however, we have only found the odd one since, 
including Lawrence Grove (near Peterley Wood), Hatches W and Angling Spring Wood.  We would very much like to 
hear of records elsewhere around here - why would it be almost confined to Peterley Wood and why is it suddenly 
so common there?  This seems to be the first record in Britain of the gall in any significant quantity.  It may be a 
forerunner of it becoming prevalent on all Chiltern beech trees, as on the continent it sometimes achieves plague 
proportions.  It is very easy to identify, so do look out for it and let us know.     
                                                                                                             

 
Beech leaf galled by Mikiola fagi 



A number of notable leaf-miners has also been recorded this summer, but the rarest seems to be the fly Phytomyza 
cytisi, which affects Laburnum.  There seem to be no previous records for Bucks, but I found it at Little Kingshill.  It is 
probably under-recorded and anyone with the tree in their garden may be able to spot it. 
 We rarely get reports of certain invertebrates, even though they are common.  These include the aphids and 
spiders, many of which are admittedly difficult to identify.  Anne Evans photographed a couple of spiders in her 
garden - the Green Orb Spider Araniella cucurbitina and Nursery Web Spider Pisaura mirabilis.  On one of the botany 
group trips (see below) we saw large black aphids on a hawkweed, which Anne also photographed, and these turned 
out to be the Large Hawkweed Aphid Uroleucon obscurum, our first record.  As hawkweeds are rare in this area, we 
can expect the aphid (which is restricted to this plant) to be equally so, although it may occur on the related Fox-
and-cubs, the garden escape which has become increasingly prevalent of late. 
                Findings from our botany walks are given in a separate article, but there were a few other records.  Sulphur 
Cinquefoil Potentilla recta, a beautiful plant, although not native, comes up in unexpected places now and again and 
this year it arrived in our garden, in a crack in concrete in front of our garage-doors (which therefore had to be 
operated with great care).  Corn buttercup appeared in our mini-cornfield and Night-flowering Catchfly nearby in the 
wildlife garden.  Honey Spurge, a garden escape, also appeared by the fenced path to the Greenlands Lane 
allotments.  A lone Common Spotted-orchid emerged, and was left by the mower, in a lawn of the house at the 
corner of Nairdwood Lane and the High Street.  Sometimes these orchids appear in the most unlikely places.  
Pyramidal Orchids also had a good year, appearing in several new places.  A Bee Orchid was also seen by Fiona 
Waller in a new place on Hampden Bottom Farm.  An invader of Anne Evans's vegetable plot at Kingshill was 
identified as a garden cultivar of Hedgerow Cranesbill, the white-flowered 'Summer Snow'.  I saw it, too, along 
Prestwood High Street with its purple native form.  A very "bijou" site are the tiny corner road-verges where 
Nairdwood Lane meets Peterley.  Val Marshall recorded Common Broomrape, Hop Trefoil and Common Centaury 
here on 2 July.  A less welcome new appearance is the invasive Small Balsam which has now appeared in two large 
patches in Widmere Field, Prestwood, both near houses where illegal garden dumping has occurred.  This plant 
persists as a weed at Hildreth's Garden Centre and may well be introduced accidentally into gardens from there. 
                                                                                                                                                                                  Tony Marshall 
 

                  
                       Small Balsam                                       Sulphur Cinquefoil                                         ‘Summer Snow’                       
 

 

Reporting Sightings 

An important part of Prestwood Nature is its record of what is going on in our local environment, informed by 

members’ observations.  You may, however, be unsure what is worth reporting.  Generally anything that appears 

unusual or significant to you is worth reporting.  It does not matter that you think it may have been reported by 

someone else, as the more records the better – they all count in the database.  If you do not know what you have 

seen, submitting a photograph in most cases will enable the recorder to identify it.  From time to time we are 

particularly interested in certain species and would welcome reports to get an idea of its distribution – an example is 

mentioned in the report above, the galls on beech leaves of Mikiola fagi, which are unmistakable and easily seen.  

Although we do not need reports of common plants like dandelion, all creatures, however common, are under-

represented in our records.  We do not even have a house mouse! 



Summer activity at Boug’s Meadow 
 
The jury is probably still out on whether we really had a summer or not, but there was plenty of summer activity at 
Boug’s Meadow.   National Meadows Day saw intermittent heavy rain and bright sun, a Field Studies Council visit 
saw school children investigating the River Misbourne before it disappeared, summer flowers attracted the now 
usual complement of butterflies and volunteer work parties more or less got back to normal. 
 
The long lived winterbourne 
The River Misbourne is clearly more than a Winterbourne! 
It eventually finished flowing through Boug’s Meadow on 21 July 
after 188 days.  This is now the second year in a row that 
substantial flows have been recorded which is something of a 
modern record.   Groundwater levels appear to be 20-40 cm 
above last year’s August level, so, with expected winter rains, we 
have a real expectation of further flow in 2022.  
        
All the de-silting work carried out this year, primarily by Colin and 
Hazel, has exposed a length of the original bed and this has 
supported the resumption of water life – lots of flowering 
watercress and interesting invertebrate presence.  
 
 
Several species of dragonflies and damselflies including Broad-bodied Chaser, Banded 
Demoiselle and the Common Blue Demoiselle(right) After the Smooth Newt reported 
earlier in the year, tadpoles have been spotted.  Water beetles and other insects 
moved in and have reproduced. A Field Studies Council organised visit from the Curzon 
school in Penn Street captured (and released) a water beetle larva which presumably 
had enough invertebrate life for it to hunt and feed.  No doubt the children splashing 
in the water as they observed and measured also helped expose further riverbed. 
                 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
A stormy National Meadows Day 
Fortunately, the river was still flowing as National Meadows Day went ahead in rather challenging wet and windy 
conditions. We had a fall-off from the 100+ visitors we had in 2019, pre-pandemic, but, given the difficult weather, a 
good return. We received a host of favourable comments (I have to say we are getting used to this!) from locals and 
other visitors, including several people engaged in encouraging wild flowers and wild life on other sites.  
In addition to the general Prestwood Nature displays, we had contributions from The Chiltern Society Rivers and 
Wetlands group, The Chalk Cherries and Chairs Rough Around the Edges project, Habitat for Hedgehogs and a nature 
trail challenge for the youngsters. Particular thanks go to Brenda Mobbs, with her wonderful Butterfly Conservation 
gazebo and to John Catton, who contributed a marvellous display on bees at pretty short notice. A few butterflies 
and bees ventured out amidst the rain showers to support them. The St Peter and St Paul churchyard volunteers 
who provided a cream tea linked to Boug’s Meadow visitors (and others) walking up to view the churchyard made 
about £100 for church funds.   It is fair to say that the flower display, and associated butterflies in the early summer 
months and on National Meadows Day has not been quite so dramatic as in recent years as the coarse grasses have 
been dominating the meadow rather, but nevertheless they were still the star of the show. Some examples, 
although not necessarily taken on the day: - 

                                   
                                          Betony on the Riverbank                    Ragged Robin            Rough Hawksbeard    



           
 

         

                                           
 
           Evening Primrose and Dark Mullein                                                                              Large Skipper 

                                                                                                                                                                       
 
                                                                                                               
 Our ability to put on an open event on National Meadows Day is a tribute to all the Prestwood Nature volunteers 
who worked hard through the year and specifically in advance of the day. It’s a strong advertisement for the work of 
Prestwood Nature and a great contribution to the community. We hope for better weather next year, an even better 
flower display, and more visitors. 
 

 
Meadow maintenance 2021 and 2022 
This year we experimented by delaying contractor cutting of the meadow until Autumn. The result, aided by the 
weather conditions, has been that grasses have been more dominant and overshadowing the flowers somewhat. 
The contractor cut is scheduled to follow the “Creatures of the Night” event and we will be calling for volunteers for 
the subsequent massive rake and compost operation. Following the rake, we will scarify selected areas and sow 
meadow flower seeds for which we have purchased additional yellow rattle, the successful loamy meadow flower 
mix already in use and a small amount of cornfield annuals for show. 
In 2022, we plan 2 full contractor cuts in mid-March and early September, interspersed by wider path cutting, 
variable height scalloping and selective scything of nettle areas. Scarifying selected areas for top-up seed sowing will 
follow the second cut, using seeds from the meadow where possible. We expect this approach to extend the 
flowering season and restrict the coarser grasses. 
 

 
Future events at Boug’s Meadow 

 Julie is organising the 4 September “Creatures of the Night” event for Prestwood Nature.  Boug’s volunteers 

are providing meadow preparation for this on an individual basis.  

 A full contractor meadow cut is scheduled for the week of 13 September. Volunteers are being sought for 

raking/composting tasks including … 

 … a session on Thursday 16 September, for the main rake and compost and … 

 … a Work Party on Sunday 19 September to finish off the raking. Scarifying the meadow will then take place 

before seed sowing later. 

The pictures from Hazel Tyler, Colin Tyler and Paul Heath appeared first on the Boug’s Meadow Volunteers 
WhatsApp group which all volunteers are invited to join. To do so, please contact Paul on 07903 814299. 

Paul Heath 
 

 
 
 



 

Botany Group Walks 
 

On 10 June we covered a circuit including Hughenden and Cryers Hill.  The Hughenden stream was this year, like the 
Misbourne, in full flow from its origin spring, enabling us to document marsh plants not observed for some years 
(even common marsh plants are notable in our overwhelmingly dry area).  These included Water-cress, Brooklime, 
Hairy Sedge and (especially uncommon for us) Marsh Foxtail.  Just above the marsh is the Cryer's Hill roundabout, 
where we measured two old London Plane trees of over 4 metres girth.  These are not quite as old as those in the 
avenue to Great Hampden Church, but still significant when we only know of five specimens in our area altogether.  
Interestingly, they appear to have been pollarded.  On the other side of the marsh is an area of chalk scrub 
maintained as open space by the Village Hall Committee.  While it has had a lot of disturbance, there are still some 
notable native plants like Hairy Dog-rose, Mouse-ear Hawkweed, Bee Orchid, Grass Vetchling, Common Spotted 
Orchid, Pyramidal Orchid and Common Centaury.  Between Hughenden and Cryers Hill we also saw Common 
Twayblade at Provost Wood and Hoary Cress along Cryers Hill Road.  The rare Longleaf that grew along this roadside 
for at least fifty years could not be found, destroyed when the council mowed it at the wrong time.  But Karen van 
Oostrum spotted an unusual Ribwort Plantain here, what is known as a "pistillate" form, having only female flowers 
and no male ones, making the flower-head look very different.  This form only seems to occur very sporadically. 
 
 

 
Old plane trees, Cryers Hill roundabout 

 
Hoary cress 

 
Pistillate form of Ribwort Plantain 

 

 
On 24 June we explored Pipers Lane and nearby parts of Great Kingshill.  We were particularly looking for wild roses 
and were not disappointed, finding eight different species, several of them uncommon.  Near the school we logged 
an old Pedunculate Oak at nearly 5m girth, not quite our largest but certainly joining our top group.  In a patch of 
gravel used for parking near Hatches Farm we saw an interesting assemblage of plants with the likes of Chives and 
Ratstail Fescue, along with a bedstraw that proved initially difficult to identify.  Although it seemed a dry spot, it 
turned out to be Marsh Bedstraw.  Unlike the more vigorous specimens seen in many wet areas, it was a less 
vigorous subspecies that can occur in drier places.  Like all marsh plants it is uncommon in our area.  I had previously 
documented it at only two pond-sides in Prestwood and Speen, the same subspecies in each case.  Interestingly, this 
spot was very close to where the largest pond on Kingshill Common formerly stood before it was filled in during the 
1960s, so we may have been seeing the survival of a fragment of the old marsh known to have included the rare 
Star-fruit now close to extinction in this country.  We added to our wetland list in a quick dip into Cockpit Hole, 
where there was plenty of Common Spike-rush, only the second site in the PN area.  Beside Kingshill Common we 
recorded Small-flowered Cranesbill, one of two cranesbills that seem to be getting more common around here, the 
other being Round-leaved, for which Karen has added Hotley Bottom Lane as yet another site. 



 
Marsh bedstraw from Great Kingshill 

 

 
Sharp-leaved fluellen 

 
Grass vetchling 

 
 
 

 
Ranunculus repens var. pleniflorus 

 

On 8 July we visited a remote field on Hampden Bottom Farm, to which there is no public access.  It is unusual in 
being entirely surrounded by woodland, being bowl-shaped with crops growing in the centre surrounded by a wide 
strip of chalk grassland.  The target plant here was Great Burnet-Saxifrage at our only local site.  It was plentiful, 
although not as evident as the year before at the same date because this year it was only just beginning to flower.  
Other plants here were Pyramidal Orchid, Sharp-leaved Fluellen, Grass Vetchling, Fairy Flax, Grey Field-speedwell, 
and an unusual "double-flowered" Creeping Buttercup that would grace any garden. 
 On 4 August we walked between Speen and North Dean.  This was less productive than our other walks so 
far, but in a neglected arable field near North Dean we saw our first local specimen of the magnificent tall purple-
stemmed, very spiny Great Lettuce.  We also saw the similar Prickly Lettuce, handy for comparison.  This last beside 
the narrow lane, awkward to walk with frequent delivery vans, but we also recorded here a single plant of Spurge-
laurel, Fennel and a true Filbert Corylus maxima.  In a ditch at Speen we found some nettles that did not sting and 
had narrower leaves than usual, so we thought we had found our first specimens of Stingless Nettle (an uncommon 
marsh plant), but we have since seen similar non-stinging nettles in quite dry spots.  Examination of the leaves 
showed that instead of the downy covering of simple hairs that stingless nettle should have, our specimens had 
sparse hairs apart from the bristly stinging hairs (which have a sac of poison at the base).  It is apparent that some 
Stinging Nettles fail to sting, even though they have stinging hairs, perhaps on immature leaves appearing in late 
summer. 



 

 
Southern hawkweed. Photo Anne Evans 

 
Autumn hawkweed on railway bridge 

 

On 19 August we did a circuit of Little Kingshill, along Hare and Windsor Lanes.  We had two main targets - two 
different hawkweeds, both very rare in our area.  We first saw Southern Hawkweed Hieracium argillaceum in the 
upper part of Hare Lane on a roadside bank.  There were plenty of leaf-rosettes, but frequent trimming of the 
roadside here, the road being very narrow, had left mostly a series of bare stalks where the flowering-stems had 
been sheared off.  There were a few survivors, however, sufficient to check that they were the suspected species 
(out of hundreds of different hawkweeds).  Growing with the plants were other interesting flowers such as Slender 
StJohns-wort and Grey Sedge, so this looks like the survival of an original acid grassland, now reduced to a precarious 
wayside verge.  Despite the cutting (which is inevitable) the plants seem to be coping as well as they can in the 
circumstances.  The other hawkweed Autumn Hawkweed Hieracium sabaudum grows on the railway bridge and 
nearby rough grass where Nags Head Lane joins Windsor Lane.  This had been documented before but there was a 
fear that it had been destroyed during recent bridge-cleaning.  We were relieved to find that it was still doing very 
well and in full flower.  Apart from flowering later, sabaudum is clearly different from argillaceum because of the 
large number of leaves crowded up the stems, the latter only having half a dozen or so.  They also differ in the hairs 
on the stems and the flowers, which needs examination with a lens.  The lower part of Hare Lane is shady and damp 
and here the roadside banks had plenty of Hart's-tongue fern.  The verges of Windsor Lane were generally less 
interesting, but we did record Field Madder, Stone Parsley (whose leaves smell of petrol when crushed), and 
Meadow Cranesbill. 
 Our last trip of the year was on 2 September, to the Picnic Site and Hatches Bank, our two main sites for 
Chiltern gentian, one of the latest flowering of our native plants.  We wanted to count the number of flowering 
spikes in order to compare with the last count in 2009.  We found an increase at the Picnic Site from 142 to 655, 
showing that management of this site has been largely favourable.  At Hatches Bank, however, we found a decline 
from 508 to 23.  PN had formerly managed this site under a previous owner, increasing the numbers of gentians by 
several hundred, but was forced to discontinue a few years ago when the land changed hands.  Although we found 
many of the rare plants still growing there, the site now looked very neglected and was obviously in decline. 

Tony Marshall 
                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
       



 
 
 

 
 

Chiltern Gentian Gentianella germanica 
                                                Prestwood Picnic Site, 2 Sept 2021 

 
 
 



Garden and Orchard at Greenlands Lane 

                                Tidying 
 

Pruning 
 

Encouraging wildflowers 

 
Thank you to all the volunteers who have been helping with the orchard and wild garden. 

These projects need frequent maintenance and could not be maintained without your help. 
 
                                                                   Perhaps you could you help?  Please contact 

chair@prestwoodnature.org  
 

 
 
 
 

Letter to the Editor 
In the June 2021 edition of this newsletter, Vanessa Rickett put forward a proposal to change the Constitution of 
Prestwood Nature.  This would remove the cap of 6 years on how long Council members can serve.  I think this 
would be a very unwelcome and dangerous move. 
 When we drew up the Constitution we took advice from the Charity Commission and followed best practice 
guidelines for the administration of charities.  The limit on Council membership terms is a safeguard against being 
stuck with inadequate members who can never be removed because they never come up for re-election.  It also 
encourages new blood and fresh ideas, so that the charity can, and must, move with the times. 
 The 6-year limit is not in practice a great problem, in any case.  Most members are happy to be relieved after 
6 years (and many have left before that time) and the fact that there is such a limit encourages some to join who 
might otherwise fear they would be lumbered forever.  There are also ways around the limit that still ensure change 
- officers can stand as ordinary members and start a new 6-year term, for instance (and this has occurred in the 
past).   
 The great advantage of the limit, however, is that, as intended, it forces an organisation to seek out and 
recruit new blood.  All community groups face a similar problem of encouraging committee membership - it can 
seem a dreary role, or members of the group may feel (wrongly) that they are not qualified for it.  It is up to 
leadership to demonstrate that Council membership can be invigorating and rewarding, and to emphasise that the 
only qualification necessary is to be a resident member of the community. 
 In the pinch, new members will almost always emerge to fill the necessary roles.  If they do not, one has to 
ask whether the organisation itself is moribund and no longer satisfactory.  I am sure that is not so with PN and I am 
equally confident that recruitment, however difficult that may seem, will in the end succeed.  There is no need to 
remove the important safeguard, and impetus towards innovation, provided by the Council membership cap. 

                                                                                                                                                                       Tony Marshall 
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Activities for Autumn 2021 
Walks and Talks 
Saturday 11th September 7pm to 9pm Creatures of the Night at Boug’s Meadow. An evening looking for bats, moths 
and other creatures of the night led by Julie Hopton. Very suitable for youngsters and families. Information: 
juliehopton421@btinternet.com  
 
October tba Fungus Foray led by Tony Marshall 
 
Tuesday 2nd November 7pm to 9:30 pm AGM at Prestwood Village Hall  
                                                Followed by ‘The Beauty of Flies’ - talk given by Martin Harvey 
 
Complete, regularly updated information is available on our website www.prestwoodnature.org.uk 
 
 

Prestwood Nature Council & Contacts 
2021 

 

Council members 2021 Phone Email  Project 

Vanessa Rickett 866516 chair@prestwoodnature.org  Chair 

Jenny Smith 866426 admin@prestwoodnature.org Secretary 

Jeremy Handley  treasurer@prestwoodnature.org Treasurer 

Helen Matthews  membership@prestwoodnature.org Membership Secretary 

Peta Sawyer  petasawyer@prestwood.plus.com General member 

Chris Jolly 865017 jolly916@btinternet.com General Member 

Ross McVean 890229 ross871@hotmail.co.uk  General Member 

Julie Hopton 07931575371 juliehopton421@btinternet.com Family activities 

Other contacts    

Anne Evans 715910 Anne.sthergk@btinternet.com Butterfly transect 

Sylvia Bennett 866302 sylvia@mrbennett.co.uk   Sheepwash 

Tony Marshall 864251 records@prestwoodnature.org.  Surveys/Wildlife records 

Paul Heath 07903 814 299 paulheathuk@me.com Boug’s Meadow 

Val Marshall 864251 newsletter@prestwoodnature.org.  Hedges /Trees 

Frank Rickett  webmaster@prestwoodnature.org Webmaster 
 

 

Traveller’s Joy 
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